
Borough Councillor Annual Report 2019/20 

 

Once again, I would like to start my report with a thank you to everyone in the village. I had an 

exciting year as Deputy Speaker for the Borough Council. It didn’t involve many official events in 

Clapham, but I did meet a lot of residents at events that I was invited to around the town. One of the 

highlights of the year was a “prom” for Children in the care of the Local Authority, at Woodland 

Manor. The team there put on an amazing evening for the young people with an awards presentation, 

three course meal, a disco, mocktails and entertainers. It was wonderful to be part of such a special 

evening. 

 

The year hasn’t ended so well, with all events that I had been expecting to attend, cancelled because 

of Covid. However the way that the village has pulled together and helped each other and their 

vulnerable neighbours, is awe inspiring. I know that we clap for all carers on a Thursday evening 

each week, but I always include the lovely residents of Clapham in that. You have proved what a 

caring village you are and I’m very proud to represent you. 

 

Although I’m not sure whether I’ll be able to attend any functions, I have now been elected to the 

position of Speaker for the council for the coming year. Until the Lockdown is removed, I will just 

be chairing virtual meetings of the Full council. We held our first meeting last night with 73 people 

attending. It went very well and if you’d like to see a Live stream of the meeting you can find it on 

You Tube or via the councils web site. Please check my Facebook page for any up-dates on other 

council activities.  

 

So onto my Borough Council annual report starting as usual with the budget.  

 

Council tax 

 

This year’s Borough council budget was agreed this year on 5th February. We agreed a 1.85% 

increase in the core council tax. In addition, there will be a 2% increase in council tax for Adult 

Social Care. Part of this additional money will be used to fund a number of Local Community Co-

ordinators who will work with elderly people in our communities. They will be able to identify early 

help opportunities and will sign post residents to local organisations who can provide services to 

older people allowing them to remain living independently in their own homes.  

However due to the council offering additional support for businesses and vulnerable residents, 

during this crisis, there has been an increase in the Council’s predicted budget deficit over the next 3 

years to £40m. This is up from the previous saving that was required of £26m. As a result, we have 

been warned that a lot of council services will have to change once we come out of the crisis. The 

government has given additional grant funding to the local councils to cover some of the expected 

additional spending, but we are now waiting for a full report from Finance officers to see what the 

shortfall will be. 

 

Local plan 

This was approved by the planning inspectorate in January this year and has now become the 

substantive plan. This means that the council can prove that it has sufficient land supply for the next 

5 years and should help prevent speculative developments that are not included in the plan, at least 

for the time being. 

 

However, the Inspectorate wasn’t happy with the short period of the plan (up to 2030) so advised the 

council that they needed to submit a new plan within 3 years. This has meant that the next Local plan 

has already been started and a new call for sites will start imminently. I will keep you informed of 

new sites in the village being put forward as soon as I am made aware of them. At the moment the 

council hasn’t made a decision on whether the villages will be asked to take further housing or if one 

of the “garden village” options will be taken up. 



 

 

Infrastructure projects 

 

Transporting Bedford 2020: It feels like we have spent all year on traffic works in the town. The 

Manton Lane works are now finally completed with the second phase at the Shakespeare Road and 

Sainsbury’s roundabout due to start when the Bromham Road bridge works has finished in the 

summer. As I’m sure you’re all aware, at least the lines at the roundabout have been re-painted. 

 

All other schemes under this project have been paused although most are re-starting at a reduced rate 

now. This includes Britannia Road, Ampthill Road, the A6 at Wilstead and soon to start, the 

narrowing of Bedford Town High Street. 

 

Speed cameras: After a lot of delay and the deadlines being pushed back several times, average 

speed cameras were starting to be installed on the High Street at the beginning of March. 

Unfortunately, a part was missing so they weren’t finished before the Lock down began. I have, 

however, asked the police to include Clapham High Street on their speed check rota which they are 

increasing in response to the concerns from across the Borough about a recent increase in speeding 

through the villages. 

 

East West Rail (EWR): Earlier this year, East West rail announced that its preferred route would go 

through Bedford and out to the north of the town. They have published a corridor, within which the 

line will be situated. Whilst being quite wide beyond the village, it is narrow and limited as it goes 

past the southern part of the village. The company are currently continuing their surveying and 

talking to local people and organisations about the precise route they will be taking. Unfortunately 

the exhibitions they had planned where they could meet with local people, were cancelled due to the 

Lockdown but their web site is still open for people to advise them of any factors they think they 

need to be aware of when making their final selection. 

 

Hospital Merger: After receiving the promised funding, Bedford and Luton & Dunstable Hospitals 

went ahead with their merger at the beginning of the year. All of the additional funding was allocated 

to building works at the L & D, but hopefully more investment from joining the two trusts, will mean 

improved facilities at Bedford. 

 

Policing 

The Police and Crime Commissioner, Kathryn Holloway, continued to receive a number of one-off 

grants for various projects from the government throughout the year. 

 

There was due to be an election for a new Commissioner in May 2020 but it has been postponed for 

a year due to COVID. 

 

Ward Fund 

Each year Borough councillors are able to allocate monies to support community schemes within 

their ward. In 2019/20 I spent my ward fund on the following items: New safety surface for Clapham 

pre-school outdoor area in response to an Ofsted required action; a replacement bus shelter, part 

payment to supply water to the Burial ground, although this money has now been reallocated due to 

the final cost of the supply being too high; and the balance of any remaining money has been 

allocated to Highways for Footpath repair around the village.  

 

We have been told that we will be receiving the same amount of Ward fund again for next year, just 

over £8,000 for Clapham, so I will be asking for ideas for projects from all organisations in the 

village. The rules are being relaxed for one year only to allow us to give money to organisations who 



are working to relieve issues relating to the Coronavirus. If you know of an organisation which has a 

project in mind but needs some funding to get started, please let me know.   

 

I just like to finish by saying thank you to all the residents and parish Council who have 

supported me this year and have made it an honour and a pleasure to serve as your councillor. 


