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Who thought at the beginning of the school year it would end like this!   

The beginning of the year was like most other years, numbers were good, steadily increasing 

throughout the year, interesting topics to keep everyone learning and stimulated.  Staff working 

hard to ensure all the children are safe and well looked after.  We were planning our fundraising; we 

were planning for the areas of learning; we were not planning on closing the preschool! 

 We had our front outdoor area resurfaced – this was due to Health & Safety mainly as the old black 

surface had started to come away at the edges and curl up causing trip hazards.  We raised enough 

money to have it replaced during Feb half term so there was no disruption and we would have a 

lovely new artificial grass area for the summer term.  Thank you to Greenkeeper garden services for 

completing the work. 

We sadly said goodbye a few of our staff members during the Summer term - they moved on to 

schools new or wanted to support family members.   We wished them luck and said goodbye which 

is always hard when they are like a family member to the preschool.   Luckily, we didn’t need to 

replace them, the current staff could increase hours which meant continuity for the children. 

And then early in the Spring term we started hearing about Coronavirus – talking about this “flu like 

virus” and not really knowing what it would mean.  Increased hand washing, hand sanitiser, talking 

to the children about “singing songs while washing hands” to ensure it is done well.  Trying to 

explain to young children about bugs and bacteria so they might understand is not easy.    Towards 

the end of March, we had to shut to most of the children – it was heart breaking not knowing if we 

would be able to be back before the older ones left for good to start lower school.  It was a horrid 

way to end some of the children’s time at preschool – no leavers trip, uncertainty about leavers 

concerts but shut our doors we did to the majority.   We cleaned the whole preschool, cleaned all 

the toys to try to make sure it was safe for whoever came in. 

As a preschool we have been open throughout for all key worker children, supporting them in any 

way we can to ensure they can continue their roles, also for those children who are vulnerable.  

Nurses, Doctors, Police, care workers all sent their children in for us to care.  I must say a huge thank 

you to all the staff who came in on a rota system and Kamal who has been there throughout - 

through Easter holidays, Bank holidays and Half terms we have been open and allowing the children 

to be in a safe, loving environment whilst having fun.  Comminating to the parents, working out their 

needs to make sure we are able to keep everyone safe and well has been our utmost priority.   Our 

next challenge will be to maybe open up the preschool again – hopefully 1st June – still making sure 

we keep everyone safe.  We are currently assessing procedures so that we can allow more children 

to attend and still keep us all safe – staff, children & parents.  We will wait to see what the 

Government says and if advised to do so we will re-open the preschool before Summer holidays.  We 

look forward to having children back with us as soon as we can and thank parents in advance for 

working with us as we put into practise new safe procedures. 

 

 


