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The Clapham Neighbourhood Plan – Update 

Overview of the past year 

 Neighbourhood Plan activity 

Residents will recall that at the time of the 2019 Annual Meeting the Neighbourhood Plan 

policies were established and had been tested through consultation and the development site at 

North Clapham had been selected for inclusion in the plan.  Since last May, the focus of the 

Neighbourhood Plan Group has been to support the technical robustness of our plan.  This has 

involved a further round of local consultation, commissioning technical assessments and reviews 

of policies and background information such as a Strategic Environmental Assessment. The main 

focus has been to ensure that, at the point that the Neighbourhood Plan is submitted to the 

Borough Council, it is not vulnerable to challenge on any planning grounds, and can progress to 

referendum in a way that retains all the policies which local residents have endorsed. Our 

communications have continued to update local residents throughout this time using the 

Facebook group and the Village News magazine. The feedback from the consultation is available 

on the Parish Council website. 

 

 Dialogue regarding North Clapham site 

During the past year, the NDP group has met on site with the developers and land agents for the 

North Clapham site, and had discussion about potential traffic measures in the village, layout of 

the site and design guidance in relation to the development as a whole. 

 

 Bedford Borough Local Plan 

The timetable for the Neighbourhood Plan has been aligned with the Bedford Borough Council 

Local Plan.  This was adopted in January 2020, and we are now one of many neighbourhood plan 

areas which have either already submitted or are due to submit final plan documents to the 

Borough Council to take forward to adoption. 

 

 Future activity 

Once all the accompanying documentation is complete, the Neighbourhood Plan will be 

submitted to the Borough Council.  

The Borough will then organise a further Borough-wide consultation exercise and Examination in 

Public, providing a final chance for last amendments to the Neighbourhood Plan before it is 

finalised. 

The Borough Council will then be responsible for organising a referendum in the village and, if 

approved, the Neighbourhood Plan will become part of formal planning policy. Because of 

Covid19, the government has postponed all referendums until May 2021 so, unfortunately, the 

referendum cannot be held until next year. 

Claire Astbury, May 2020 


