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Corsenside Parish Council Meeting  
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11th January 2021 

Via video link at 7.30pm 
Present: - Councillors: C. Hamilton (Chair), C. Hawman, A. Harding & A. Wilson, Clerk: K. Traill Members of the 
Public: None 
 
1) Apologies for absence: - Cllrs C. Currie, G. Scott & R. Robson 
2) Declarations of interest: - Cllrs C. Hamilton & A. Wilson in respect of The Gun at Ridsdale, Cllr C. Hawman in 
respect of Revitalising Redesdale, North Tyne Youth and The Gun at Ridsdale and Cllr A. Harding in respect of 
The Ray Wind Fund. 
3) Opportunities for members of the public to raise issues: None raised. 
4) Minutes of the Corsenside Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 2nd November 2020: Cllr A. Harding 
stated that under point 12 it should read ‘£100,00 was still going to The Community Foundation’ and not 
£10,000. Cllr A. Harding also stated that under point 12 it should read ‘that all public presentation meetings 
had had to be cancelled due to Covid’. Signed as a true and accurate record with these amendments. 
5) Matters arising from the minutes not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda: None 
6) Notification of any other business for discussion, at the chairman’s discretion, under item 21 below: - Cllrs A. 
Harding & C. Hawman & KT had matters to discuss. 
7) County Councillors Report: - None 
8) Update on adopting & signing of new policies, regulations & risk assessments: - KT informed all that she had 
reviewed most policies and was in the process of updating the polices chart. KT will provide a copy to all Cllrs 
once this is completed. KT stated that several policies could be found on the Corsenside Parish Council 
website. 
9) Action point list: - 91. Traffic calming measures West Woodburn A68 – KT read through the action point 
notes stating that NCC could not legally leave the school flashing speed signs in place even though all school 
children use the A68 for school transport. NCC would however leave the posts in place so that CPC could make 
use of them. KT stated that County Councillor John Riddle had informed CPC that he had pushed for a 
pedestrian-controlled crossing and a safe area for a school bus stop. CPC awaiting an update on this. Cllrs 
asked KT to make appeals for funds via the small schemes award and the Ray Wind Farm, to replace the signs 
once they are removed. 
95. Goal Posts & Nets West Woodburn – Cllr C. Hawman explained that she had consulted with the Football 
Association however they could only give general guidance and could not advise on specific sites. Cllr C. 
Hawman stated that she had been directed to the Football Foundation who gave her a list of approved 
suppliers. Cllr C. Hawman stated that she had sent our criteria to three suppliers however unfortunately only 
one supplier had gotten back in touch. This supplier recommended a socket goal post since the posts are left in 
place all of the time. The socket would be set in concrete and the post slotted in. If the goal posts needed to be 
removed there is a cap which would cover the hole. Cllrs discussed how historically they had been advised 
against fixed positions as it would cause bare patches of grass. Cllrs discussed having two sets of sockets so 
that the goal posts could be rotated to avoid bare patches. Cllr C. Hawman to enquire if they have a fitting 
service and if so, to get a cost for the goal posts, sockets, additional sockets and fitting. Cllrs discussed applying 
for additional funds if it were felt CPC could not cover the full cost. Cllr C. Hawman enquired whether CPC 
would need to obtain three quotes. Cllrs discussed this and although three quotes are an ideal scenario, if  
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companies did not respond to our enquiries, there was little CPC could do about this and that also it is not 
always possible to acquire three quotes if the services required are specialist.  
10) Play Area – West Woodburn: - Cllr C. Hamilton explained that he had carried out a play area inspection and 
that all was ok other than one of the cradle swings where the orange strap that sits in-between an infant’s 
legs, had come away at the top. Cllr C. Hamilton has wound the swing up over the top bar to make it obvious 
that it is out of action. The swing does not pose a danger as the fault is obvious. KT stated that Playdale 
replaced both cradle swings in June 2020. KT to contact Playdale to arrange a replacement swing. 
11) West Woodburn First School Closure- KT informed all that there continued to be a guardian living at the 
school. KT also stated that the defibrillator had successfully been relocated to the side of The Bay Horse. 
Councillors would like to thank The Bay Horse for their support and for giving up their time to allow the 
defibrillator to be installed. KT stated that she had been in contact with NCC and had been assured that the 
school was not yet on the market and that CPC would be informed when it does go on the market. NCC also 
stated that they were aware that CPC have expressed their desire to have the school field handed over to the 
parish as part of a Community Asset Transfer. 
12) Wind Power Stations & BANTR update: - Cllr A. Harding stated that the next Community Interest Company 
(C.I.C) Ray Windfarm meeting was to be held on the 12th of January therefore he currently had little 
information to pass on. Cllr A. Harding stated that any Covid related issues were their main source of focus. Cllr 
A. Harding stated that other non-Covid applications would be discussed however funding may not take priority 
until later in the year. KT informed all that BANTR still needed a further 31 people in our parish to sign up for a 
voucher before anything could go ahead and that Covid was making progress with this slow. KT stated that 
works to Barrasford would start this month. The BANTR project were looking at an online Facebook campaign 
to try and spread the word. Cllrs discussed how they believed more clarity was needed on matters such as 
what happens when cables need to come across shared access roads.  
13) Parish Hall: - KT informed all that she was aware that the hope was for the decoration of the parish hall to 
continue and that the parish hall committee were looking to get the hall ready for public bookings however the 
current lockdown may now delay this. KT stated that a request had been made to CPC by a member of the PH 
committee, asking them to relocate the emergency food boxes stored at the parish hall. Cllrs discussed this 
and felt that the need to have emergency food supplies for anyone finding themselves in great need, was still 
vital whilst the current crisis was on-going. Cllrs asked KT to contact the parish hall committee requesting that 
the food boxes remained stored at the parish hall as it was felt they could easily be stored out of the way as 
not to pose a health and safety issue. Cllrs asked KT to re-engage with the relevant bodies including the West 
Northumberland Food Bank, to remind them that we do have these resources should anyone need them.  
14) Six Parishes Youth Engagement Project: - Cllr C. Hawman informed all that Lisa from North Tyne Youth 
Group had received feedback from children at the events she could actually run and feedback via emails from 
those unable to attend any events or where the event had not been able to go ahead. Lisa will collate the data 
and report back to all six parishes when this is completed. 
15) Community Volunteers & Spending: - Nothing to report. It is hoped that volunteers will be able to help out 
in late Spring, early Summer. 
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16) Revitalising Redesdale & Heritage Fund update: - Cllr C. Hawman explained that the meeting due to be held 
in December had to be cancelled however RR were still making grant awards and that applications were still  
being taken. The next RR committee meeting would be held on the first weekend in March. KT informed all 
that the new noticeboard in West Woodburn and the new one in Ridsdale were now eventually in place. CPC 
would like to thank RR for funding these and M. Chilvers for organising it all. KT stated that the new 
noticeboards looked good and were practical however the locking mechanism was quite awkward.  KT stated 
that although the East Woodburn noticeboard was still in good condition, she had noticed that the glass was 
starting to get cloudy. Cllr C. Hamilton thought that perhaps there was a solution which could be applied to the 
glass to help improve this. CPC to investigate this and monitor the situation. 
17) Environment agency Flood Resilience: - KT discussed the communication she had had with C. Hall of The 
Environment Agency. KT explained that C. Hall would contact her in January to discuss the plan further. KT 
stated that we currently had four volunteers however we were still having difficulty finding more wardens and 
in particular a lead warden. KT stated that this was not a role that required much commitment and that a lead 
warden could actually do the job without leaving the house, their role was to be the key contact between the 
EA, the vulnerable parishioners and the first responders. Cllrs asked KT to advertise the role once again on The 
Corsenside Clarion and to also ask C. Hall for advice and to see if they could once again advertise the role on a 
wider scale.  
18) Covid Response: - As previously discussed under point 13, CPC have in place emergency food packs to 
bridge the gap until professional organisations can step in to help anyone or families in need. Cllrs discussed 
checking that the original list of shops that would deliver, was still correct and look at getting that information 
out there again and remind people that we can help point them to services who can help support them. 
18)Planning Matters: - a) For decision – None that have not already been commented on in-between meetings. 
b) Decisions from NCC – a) – None  
19) Other correspondence: - None 
20) Finances: - a) Invoices for payment – i. C. Mowatt Landscaping £318 – payment previously authorised. 
b) Bank Balance - £11,188.36 
c) Monies received – None 
d) 2021-2022 budget and precept – Cllr C. Hamilton explained that KT, Cllr A. Wilson and himself had held an 
on-line meeting to discuss the budget for 2021-2022 which would help determine the precept needed. All Cllrs 
present had previously received a copy of our current budget and a copy of the estimated budget for 2021-
2022. Cllr C. Hamilton explained that the outcome of the meeting was to propose that we keep the precept 
this year at £7750. Even though the estimated budgets total spends came in at £8960, it was felt CPC had 
enough in reserves to cover the shortfall and that given the hardships felt by many over the past year it felt 
right not to increase the precept. All Cllrs were in agreement of CPC’s precept request of £7750 for 2021-2022. 
KT to submit our request to NCC. 
21) Matters for discussion at the Chairman’s discretion: - Cllr A. Harding discussed the issue of speeding on the 
A68 through West Woodburn. Cllr A. Harding stated that vehicles are speeding at all times of the day and 
sometimes in excess of 60mph. Cllrs discussed the issue and how previously the speed survey was located next 
to a junction therefore not giving a true report. Cllrs ask KT to contact our County Councillor, NCC and the 
police requesting their help and proactive support in this matter. 
Cllr C. Hawman stated that one of the local public right of ways had barbed wire crossing the stone style 
access. KT to report this to NCC.  Cllr C. Hawman informed all that in the recent bad weather a Sainsbury’s van  
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had accidentally brought down a cattle grid sign on the way down to Hindhaugh. Cllrs have asked KT to report  
this and another cattle grid sign to highways a long with the broken sign on the A68 in Ridsdale by the 
Knowsgate turning. Cllrs discussed the road down to Hindhaugh and how difficult access had been during the 
bad weather and how vehicles had been forced to reverse sometimes up to half a mile to allow another vehicle 
to pass. Cllrs discussed the need for passing spaces as previous requested when CPC had originally asked for 
the road to be resurfaced several years back. KT to contact NCC and request that this be investigated. 
KT informed all that the landscaping tender was due for renewal in March 2021. KT will liaise with Cllr C. 
Hamilton to get the landscaping schedule and information out for tender. 
KT informed all that she had received various complaints about the inconsistency and lack of gritters in the 
area during the recent, well forecasted bad weather. KT to put these points forward to NCC. 
KT stated that the East Woodburn Bridge now had Grade II listed status. Cllrs wish to thank Peter Scott for his 
work to get this historic and well-loved bridge listed. 
KT informed all that she had contacted NCC a while back to enquire whose responsibility it was to clean the 
school bus stop as she was aware the glass shelter in West Woodburn was very dirty. KT explained that she 
had eventually heard back from NCC who had informed her that this was the responsibility of the parish 
council. KT stated that she had already spoken with a window cleaner who can carry out the cleaning once 
quarterly. KT to instruct the window cleaner to clean the bus stop in time for the return to school.  
KT informed all that a parishioner had reported to Cllr C. Hamilton that the sign at the community forest in 
Fourlaw’s, had fallen out of its frame. KT explained that she had contacted Forestry England who agreed to 
reinstall the sign. Cllr C. Hamilton stated that rather than fix the rotten frame the sign had just been nailed 
back in place and would need further work. KT contacted Forestry England stating that it appeared the sign 
had just temporarily been repaired. Forestry England replied stating that they would look at their budget at the 
end of the financial year, they also asked if there was anything else, we felt needed looking at. Cllr C. Hamilton 
provided KT with information on areas of the trail which needed attention in order to make the footpath 
accessible. CPC requested new decking to some areas and chicken wire fixed to other areas of decking. 
Forestry England to investigate hopefully by March and keep KT updated of any progress. 
KT stated that she had been made aware of various issues with the flashing speed signs in Ridsdale such as a 
constant red flashing and incorrect recording of speeds. KT explained that these issues appear to resolve 
themselves and that she believed they have also occurred in previous years and that it may be a result of 
winter conditions. KT stated that the southern speed sign in West Woodburn was also currently not working 
however this often happens in the winter due to the lack of sunlight therefore not allowing the batteries to 
recharge via the solar panel. 
Lastly KT informed all that before Christmas the Otterburn RTC had contacted P. Scott stating that they were 
putting together some festive parcels to distribute to local parishioners who may be alone and feeling isolated. 
KT helped P. Scott put a list together and distribute these parcels. KT informed all that these parcels had been 
put together with a lot of thought, CPC would like to thank the RTC for this thoughtful gesture and for 
including our parish. 
22) Next Meeting: - Monday 1st of March 2021 – CPC will continue to monitor advice and guidance from the 
Government and the Northumberland Association of Local Councils and decide nearer the time as to the 
location/type of meeting to hold. 
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