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A meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th April at 7.30 p.m. by video conference. 

Councillors are invited to join this meeting of the Parish Council. 
Members of the public and press will be unable to attend 

 
 

Present: to record the on-line presence of Cold Ashby Parish Councillors, Officers, 
members of external authorities and others in official attendance at the meeting. 

 
Interests: Members’ attention is drawn to the need to disclose pecuniary interests not 
already registered before any relevant agenda item.  

 
1. Apologies: to receive and consider apologies for absence 

 
2. Minutes: to approve minutes of the meeting of the Council on the 3rd March, 2021 

 
3. Matters arising: to note for information only any relevant matter arising from the 

approved minutes and not covered elsewhere on the agenda 
 

4. Open forum: to receive and discuss matters raised by members of the public with 
councillors since the last meeting. 

 
5. Accounts: Members are asked to approve the attached accounts and authorize the 

payments contained in them. The accounts in the first attached annex contain the final 
figures for March and therefore 2020-21. These end of year accounts, to be approved 
formally at the annual meeting in May (and see also item 6), will be available for 
comment and questions. Details of payments and receipts and the April balance are 
reported in the second attached annex. Members are asked to approve the items for 
payment in annex 2 and to approve the end of year accounts as the basis of audit 
calculations. (see item 7 below). 

 
It is resolved: to approve the end of year accounts for use in audit papers 2020-21. 
 

6. AGM and Assembly agenda: The council’s May AGM is a legal requirement and will 
need to be held either on Zoom or in person. The legal entitlement of local authorities to 
hold virtual meetings expires on 7th May 2021 and the government has said it does not 
intend an extension of the permission. They are under pressure to do so, but at the 
moment we should assume that all meetings will have to be held in public from 7th May. 
The planned AGM date (5.5.21) can therefore still be held on Zoom, but the Assembly, a 
week later, will be a public meeting. On that basis, members are asked whether an 
Assembly meeting (a legal requirement) should be organised for the 12th May and, if so, 
to finalise an agenda. 
 

7. Annual return to external auditor: The system of external audit introduced in 2018 
allows Council’s with an income of less than £25,000, and which is otherwise eligible, to 
apply for full audit exemption provided a) it publishes its figures and b) members 
complete and/or confirm two documents, including a Governance statement and an 
accounting statement (both in section 2 of the attached audit document.) These 
statements must be approved in that order. Following approval, these documents 
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must be displayed on the council’s website before 1st July 2021. Members are therefore 
asked to consider the information in section 2 and to approve the motions below: 

 
 
It is resolved: to agree to complete the statement of governance 2020-21 in the 
manner presented to the meeting (or, in the way amended at the meeting) and to 
authorise signature by chairman and clerk. 
 
It is resolved that the figures for 2020-21 in the section 2 statement of accounts and 
certified by the clerk represent an accurate statement of the Council’s end of year 
financial position in 2020-2021 and are approved for use in the new audit system and 
can be signed as such by the chairman.   
 
It is resolved: to agree signature by the chairman of the certificate of audit exemption 
for 2021. 
 

8. CAPEG: At the last meeting it was suggested that CAPEG (Cold Ashby Parish 
Environment Group) could be re-started with a wider environmental and welfare focus 
than previously. Members are asked to consider how this proposal should be taken 
forward. 
 

9. 20 mph limit: the last meeting requested that this item be placed on the April agenda 
following disappointment that this village had not been included on the trial. 

 
10. HMRC Valuation Office Agency: the agency has requested information on the 

cemetery to help assess its rateable value. The information requires a) information not 
readily available, such as ownership, total site area, total occupied/unoccupied areas, 
estimated area required for burials in the next 10-15 years, and b) information readily 
available such as average number of burials each year and the actual number in the last 
three years. The information is required within 56 days to avoid a £100 penalty liability. 
The Clerk is seeking advice from the Council on how to proceed. The cemetery is 
currently subject to 100% discretionary rate relief as a result of Daventry District’s policy 
on rate relief. 
 

11.  Post: to note and/or discuss items of correspondence with the Council not   
considered elsewhere on the agenda. 
 

Graham Jones 1st April 2021 


