
ARDCHATTAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Minutes of online meeting 10th March 2022 

 
Present: DJ Barr (CC Acting Convenor), Tim McIntyre (CC Acting Secretary), Breege Smyth 
(CC), Gerry Boyle (CC), Diane MacLean (CC); Beth Haddon (Lochnell Parent Council); Cllrs 
Elaine Robertson, Kieron Green & Julie MacKenzie; Jill Bowis, Jocelyn Miller, Joy Blakeney. 
 
1. Apologies: Caroline Campbell (CC Treasurer), Robin Dodman (CC), Anne Hilditch (CC), Ali 

Martin (CC), Elaine Munro (CC), John Campbell (CC)?? 
2. Declarations of Interest: none 
3. Minutes of previous online meeting, 20th January 2022: were approved. 
4. Matters Arising: Hydro Funding: The CC is awaiting confirmation of when payments will 

commence, and the amount to be paid. Connel Bridge: BEAR have provided contact details to 
Elaine R for the bridge engineer who will hopefully be able to keep the CC updated with the 
works to be carried out. Tralee Road Flooding: CC pleased to note that Council engineers 
have carried out works which have greatly alleviated the problem. Motorhome Waste 
Disposal: A unit has been ordered and will be sited at the airport – no date available yet for 
this. 

5. Breedon Quarries Liaison: Minutes have been circulated from the recent Bonawe Quarry 
liaison meeting. A provisional date of 31st March has been set for a first liaison meeting for 
Culcharron Quarry. 

6. Tralee Road Speed: DJ and Diane have met with James Jackson (Argyll & Bute Council) to 
discuss the issues. It was felt there may be a good case for a reduced speed limit. The process is 
primarily Police-driven, likely to take around 2 years, and requires a traffic survey to be carried 
out. Jocelyn also raised the issue of speeding on the main road adjacent to Barcaldine Primary 
School where there is a part-time 20mph limit during school opening/closing times. Beth H is 
currently chasing up BEAR to get a timescale on completion of the civil works at the Lochnell 
School crossing. 

7. Victory Hall Carpark: Tar planings have been supplied for some surfacing and scrub 
clearance works around the car park margins, which parents have volunteered to organise. 

8. Recycling Area: It has been suggested on a number of occasions that the recycling area be 
moved away from the village centre, in order to allow it to be improved and made into more of 
a recreation/amenity space. The airport has been suggested as a location. Julie advised that 
work is in progress to set up a Stakeholder Liaison Group for the airport, and this could be an 
agenda item for its first meeting. Elaine R suggested also discussing the possibilities with 
Derek Crooks. DJ to follow up. 

9. Schools Management: Beth advised that after attending many meetings to discuss the 
Council’s proposals but has yet to hear anything positive about them, and there is still a large 
amount of unanswered questions and general lack of clarity in the proposals. CC to publicise on 
Facebook page to encourage community members to respond to the consultation. 

10. Treasurer’s Report: The current bank balance is £5,886,31 made up of £3,409.10 in the 
General Fund, £52.96 in the Defibrillator Fund and £2,424.25 of Covid Recovery Funding. 
Since the last meeting, £637.80 CC grant was received from Argyll & Bute Council, and there 
was expenditure of £1,575.75 from the Covid funding to Ardchattan Centre for co-ordinator 
costs. 

11. Secretary’s Report:  
- Email & consultation for review of the Scheme for Establishment of Community Councils 

25th Feb – the new Scheme will govern the operation of CCs following the October election. 
- Education Change Review update and FAQs 
- Reminder of the need for all households to complete the 2022 Census 

12. AOB: Julie provided an update on works to improve and update signage at Bonawe which will 
hopefully reduce speeding vehicles. Roddy Davies advised that consultations are underway 



regarding the expansion of Cruachan Power Station. Diane raised the state of the Turning Circle 
which is in a badly potholed state. As usual, there is a problem with a lack of any clarity over 
responsibility for this, as the land is owned by Transport Scotland but not regarded as part of the 
trunk road network, and the Council cannot carry out repairs on land they don’t own. Jocelyn 
said that Appin CC had asked us to keep an eye on planning applications in Glen Creran which 
is on the boundary between the CCs. Tim has already had contact with Appin CC about this. 
Elaine Robertson will be standing down at the next election and therefore this will be her last 
Ardchattan CC meeting. She thanked the CC for its support over the years and in turn several 
CC members paid tribute to Elaine’s many years of hard work & dedication on our behalf. DJ 
also extended the CC’s thanks to the other 3 ward councillors for their support and assistance. 
Jill advised that a meeting of the Victory Hall Committee was upcoming, and that WiFi and 
defribrillators were among the items under consideration. It was suggested that they might like 
to seek advice from Tony Dalgaty, former CC member who had organised the funding and 
purchase of the CC’s four defibrillators. Kieron noted the upcoming Council elections and 
thanked the CC for its ongoing work to bring local issues to councillors’ attention. 

13. Next Meeting: 12th May, venue/Zoom to be decided near the time. 


