
ARDCHATTAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Minutes of meeting held in Victory Hall, Benderloch on 23rd August 2022 at 7.30pm 

 
Present: DJ Barr (CC Acting Convenor), Tim McIntyre (CC Acting Secretary), Caroline Campbell 
(CC Treasurer), Robin Dodman (CC), Breege Smyth (CC), Ali Martin (CC), Elaine Munro (CC), 
Diane MacLean (CC), John Campbell; Cllrs Kieron Green, Luna Martin & Andrew Vennard; and 
approximately 40 members of the public. 
 
1. Apologies: Gerry Boyle (CC), Anne Hilditch (CC); Cllr Julie McKenzie, Jane Isaacson 
2. Declarations of Interest: none 
3. Minutes of previous meeting held in Victory Hall on 23rd June 2022, previously 

circulated: were approved. Also Minutes of AGM held on same date, prior to the Ordinary 
Meeting: were approved. 

4. Matters Arising: Shared leadership proposals for primary schools: Following the 
consultation process on the controversial propsals, the  recommendation which has been made 
to the Council Committee is that the proposals should not be progressed. Car share scheme: 
Jill had made enquiries but had established that the scheme will not be operating in Ardchattan. 

5. Ardchattan War Memorial: enquiries have been made on costings for the plaques & 
engraving which are awaited, and further discussions on siting and relevant costs, so that grant 
application and fundraising effort can be made. 

6. Benderloch Cycle Shelter: no update since previous meeting. A pre-planning application has 
been submitted. 

7. Barcaldine bus service 005/405 changes to timetable: The meeting heard that the bus service 
to Barcaldine had been reduced to two services per day at school times. The Community 
Council had already written to the Argyll & Bute Transport department to protest at this. 
Breege read out statement from Jane Isaacson regarding the difficulties of getting staff to the 
Highland Fold business. Pam Reeves outlined the difficulties she faces as a non-driver and 
childminder who uses the bus service to take the children she looks after to activities. Kieron 
has been in touch with council officers and is awaiting a reply. Laura Drysdale advised that a 
petition set up recently has already attracted 600 signatures. Pam pointed out that the service is 
not designed around the needs of the community, e.g. by providing a service that works for 
commuters. Breege will raise this issue at the DTAS AGM shortly. Kieron: CC may wish to 
note OLI Area Committee 14th Sept. 

8. Treasurer’s Report: Balance at 23rd August: £12,962.92 including £10,000 Hydro Fund and 
£2,962.92 General Fund. The Defibrillator Fund (previous balance £52.96) has now been used 
up and closed (see expenditure below). Expenditure from General Fund since previous 
meeting:- 

 
Digital Kangaroo: £180 for printing of the Benderloch Village Map. The CC received a 
donation of £216 towards this, with the balance of £36 paid to Jimmy Hanlin as a contribution 
towards the cost of the frame which he provided. 
Spanglefish: £29.95 renewal of annual CC website hosting 
Amazon: £9.99 new accounts book 
CC retirement gift for Elaine Robertson: £67.20 
WEL Medical: £408 replacement defibrillator batteries (inc. 52.96 from Defib. Fund) 
 
A proposal was made that £100 be donated to Oban Helps Ukraine from the CC, in support of 
their activities for Ukrainian refugees in the Ardchattan area – this was agreed.  



 
9. Secretary’s Report: correspondence received;- 

 
20/07: Beinn Ghlas re-powering project – exhibitions to be held in September 
02/08: Proposal for algal (seaweed) farm at South Shian (Lochnell Seaweed) 
12/08: Revised Scheme for Establishment of Community Councils in Argyll & Bute 
17/08: Nomination pack for CC elections – the Secretary advised that nominations were now 
open for the forthcoming election, and would close on 8th September, with the Election Date 
being 20th October. There was a need for new volunteers from the community to get involved, 
as a number of CC members had indicated that they would be standing down. 
22/08: Police Report, indicating a willingness to attend meetings, advise dates please 

  
10. Planning: Shellfish packaging/export plant at Ferlochan: Paul Knight, of PDK shellfish, 

gave an introduction to his company’s operations and the proposal for the new facility which is 
the subject of a current Planning Application no. 22/01098/PP. A question & answer session 
followed, with questions & discussion covering: hours of operation, potential for light and noise 
disturbance, range of species to be packaged & exported and the reasons for choice of the site. It 
was noted by a number of those present that initial consultation and notification of neighbours 
had been poorly executed; that there was a general lack of detailed information in the 
application on which to judge the likely impacts, particularly on the local environment and Loch 
Creran SAC; and that there were other potential sites that could be more suitable. Mr Knight & 
his colleague advised that a wide range of sites had been considered and investigated but all 
others were either not available or would not be suitable for a variety of reasons. He also 
indicated that it was expected that an Environmental Impact Assessment would be required, and 
that they would work with the various regulatory authorities to provide whatever information 
was required to satisfy their concerns. 

 
The CC thanked Mr Knight, and all those who had attended, for taking part in the discussion, 
and members agreed to discuss further how the CC should respond to the application, and to 
submit this response shortly to the Planning Department. 

11. AOB: none 
12. Next Meeting: date & venue to be decided 
 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:30 
 

If you would like to contact the Community Council, please write, email or telephone:- 
Secretary: Tim McIntyre, Birch Cottage, Barcaldine, OBAN   PA37 1SG 

Tel: 01631 720498; Email: ardchattanccsec@gmail.com 
 

ALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 


