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Dear Mr Pattullo 

 

Gypsy/Travellers - Victoria Park, Selkirk  
 
It was a pleasure to meet with you yesterday, along with your colleagues from Selkirk Community 
Council. Thank you for taking the time to write to me and Officers over the last week, and to meet 
and provide constructive feedback on the ongoing situation at Victoria Park, Selkirk and proposals 
regarding the use of Ettrick Mill. I am aware that strong views have been expressed from within the 
community regarding the proposed use of Ettrick Mill.  
 
Yesterday when we met the Officers present were Graham Jones (in person) and John Curry (on 
Teams) 
 
As agreed this letter outlines the position we are taking up to the 30th June 2022 in relation to the 
Gypsy/Traveller families currently residing at Victoria Park and also provides a record of the 
subjects we discussed yesterday when we met.  
 
Given we are in the pre-election period for the local elections I reiterated at the start of the meeting 
why a public meeting could not be help, and also why the current elected Members could not 
attend the meeting. 
 
At the start of the meeting I went over the background and referred to the report to Scottish 
Borders Council in December 2021, where it did set out that we would scope out Ettrick Mill as an 
alternative to Victoria Park.  While this was a public meeting and documents are freely available 
we agree that communication could have been better following this decision. You and your 
colleagues raised communication issues through the meeting and I confirmed there were lessons 
we needed to take from this work. 
 
The question of toilets/shower facilities were raised in relation to the Ettrick Mill site, and my 
Officers in the meeting confirmed that there are in fact 2 sets on the Victoria Park site and it is the 
toilets/showers that are part of the leisure facilities that were going to be used. 
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We also confirmed that land contamination testing has been undertaken at the site, which has both 
relevance in the event it was used as a temporary site for the Gypsy/Traveller families but also in 
the event it is to be sold.     
 
We also discussed how the use of the Ettrick Mill site as a temporary Gypsy/Traveller site, 
requires planning permission.  However, the Scottish Government Chief Planner has encouraged 
local planning authorities to relax their enforcement powers during the current coronavirus 
emergency period and to allow for temporary breaches of planning control that are considered to 
be reasonable in response to the challenges presented by the pandemic.  This would include 
support for temporary uses of car parks and other appropriate locations for campervans and motor 
homes. In this case, and under the current circumstances, the Council did not intend to pursue an 
application for a change of use of land for a temporary Gypsy/Traveller facility, and the planning 
authority had advised that it would follow the guidance of the Chief Planner to relax its 
enforcement powers. However, we did outline to you that the period of relaxation only extends to 
September 2022.   
 
We also shared that we had listened carefully to elected Members and the community over the last 
few weeks and the views expressed by you as a Community Council. Whilst we accept that any 
decision will not gather support from all residents, and with the agreement of LiveBorders, we have 
decided that the continued use of Victoria Park, until 30th June 2022, for the Gypsy/Traveller 
families represents the most pragmatic approach given the available options. Ettrick Mill will not, 
therefore, be used.     
 
We confirmed in the meeting yesterday that the Council had always committed to make good the 
damage to the bollard at Victoria Park, and any damage identified once the families leave the site 
on or before the 30th June. You raised concerns about the tidiness of the site and Officers 
confirmed that agreements with the travellers were in place to keep the site tidy. 
 
You asked about responsibility for more general repairs/upgrades to the site and we have agreed 
that this needs to be confirmed. John Curry will come back to you with information on this in due 
course. You have also agreed to share with us the “snagging list” that you prepared some time 
ago. 
 
You also asked about the money the Council have used and Officers at the meeting confirmed 
monies provided through the Covid-19 central funding, and a hardship fund, have been used to 
provide the facilities for Gypsy/Travellers at Victoria Park.    
 
I trust the forgoing outlines the basis of yesterday’s meeting. Directors Stuart Easingwood and 
John Curry oversee the services that support the families at Victoria Park and the broader 
approach such as our designated site at Innerleithen. We have a dedicated email address for 
enquiries relating to Gypsy/Travellers, GypsyTravelLiaison@scotborders.gov.uk.       
 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
NETTA MEADOWS 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
 


