
HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Harting Council in the Main Hall of 

Harting Community Centre at Pease Croft, South Harting on Thursday            

21st December 2017 at 7.30pm   

The Press and Public are welcome to attend. 

 
1. Apologies for absence 

2. Declarations of Interest 

3. Minutes – to approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16th  

  November 2017 

4. Questions from the Public 

5. Matters of Urgent Public Importance – raised with consent of the Chairman. 

6. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

7. School Consultation (briefing document by Clerk see attached supporting document) 

The following recommendation is made: 

To consider the comment to be made to the WSCC Consultation on School Admissions for 

2019/20 

8. Traffic Working Group Update (briefing document by Mrs Bramley see attached 

supporting document) 

The following recommendation is made: 

To approve the commissioning of the five proposed traffic surveys. 

9. Risk Assessments (briefing document by Clerk see attached supporting document) 

The following recommendation is made: 

To note and comment on the report 
10. Furze Meadow Play Area 

 The following recommendations are made: 

i)  for the Council to consider the covenants detailed by Hyde and decide whether to 

continue the purchase of the land at Furze Meadow for the nominal sum of £1 subject to 

a satisfactory outcome of negotiations with Hyde concerning legal costs. 
ii)  to agree that Mrs Bramley and the clerk will proceed to discuss legal costs with Hyde to be 

reported to the next Council meeting 

11. Winter Emergency Plan 

The plan adopted in 2012 is currently being updated, and representatives are needed 

from each of the parish areas to co-ordinate any emergency measures if they were to be 

required. 

The following recommendations are made: 

To appoint emergency committee members for South, West and East Harting and 

Nyewood 

12. Ash Copse on Downs (briefing document by Mr Powys Maurice see supporting 

document) 

The following recommendation is made: 



that the Parish Council contact Simon Craig, National Trust warden, for an update of the 

situation regarding the copse of ash trees on the skyline of the Downs" 

 

13. Grants 2018/19 (see supporting document) 

The following recommendations are made: 

i) To agree that the Council allocates grants as shown in the draft budget (item 14) for 2018/19 

to the following: 

a) Harting Community Hall and the War Memorial Playing Field 
b) Parish hospital car scheme 
c) Petersfield Citizens Advice Bureau 
d) Allotment rent 
e) The Parish Church and Congregational Church burial grounds 

ii) To agree, as part of their overall grants, that the Council also covers the cost of the insurance 

premiums for Harting Community Hall and the War Memorial Playing Field and the cost of a 

bookkeeper for the former.  

14. Budget and Precept 2018/19 (see attached HPC Budget 2018/19) 

The Finance Committee has recommended the attached budget for approval, with the 

precept remaining at the same level as 2017/18.  Chichester District Council has asked to 

be notified of the precept by 19th January 2018.  

It is recommended: 

 i) that the Council agree to request £43,100 as the precept from WSCC for the year 

2018/19  

ii) that the Council agree  the Budget for 2018/19 

ii) that the Council agree  draw from the reserves to settle the budget requirements 

 

15. Finance 
15.1. To approve expenditure for November 2017. 

 

Trish Walker Clerk & RFO Salary Undisclosed 

HMRC NI Contributions 354.26  

Trish Walker Hard copy of SDNPA Local Plan 33.27 

Trish Walker Clerks expenses Oct- Dec 97.65 

PJC Consultancy Tree Survey 624.00 

Harting Community Hall Footpath electricity cost 59.23 

WMPF Lengthsman 220.00 

Mr A Shaxson Chairman’s Allowance 200.00 

  
payment was agreed to £500

 
15.2. To note income for November -     None 

15.3. To note that the bank reconciliation for December 2017 has been scrutinised and 

signed by the Chairman of the Finance Committee and will be signed by the 

Chairman of the Council in accordance with the Financial Regulations 

15.4. To note the bank balance as of 30th November 2017 - £75492.86 

15.5. To note the budget statement for November 2017 



16. Health and Safety Quarterly Report – No incidents to report 

17. Planning - To note the minutes of Planning Committee held on 16th November 2017 
(attached) 

18. Finance  –  To note the unconfirmed minutes of the Finance Committee held on 14th 
December 2017 (attached) 

19. Correspondence   
20. Clerks report – (to follow) 

21. Items for future meetings  -    

 Fingerposts – Mr Slegg 

 Wording for the South Garden sign 

 Play equipment     

22. Date of next meeting – 18th  January 2018 

 
 

Trish Walker – clerk to the Parish Council 

 

 

Supporting Reports – Harting Parish Council Meeting 16th 

November 2017 

  
Agenda Item 7 – School Consultation 

Briefing Note 

West Sussex County Council is holding a consultation on its proposed 
admission arrangements for children who will be starting or transferring 
schools in September 2019. This also includes a proposed catchment 
change to Midhurst CE Primary School, and Easebourne CE Primary 
School. This change would result in a dual catchment area for the two 
schools. The impact of this change on the local Harting Primary School is 
not clear.  
 
Councillors have been asked for comments, but the response has been 
that there is insufficient knowledge of the situation with regard to the 
local area. It is hoped that the head teacher of Harting Primary School will 
attend the Council meeting and be able to provide some information.  
Responses are required by 15th January 2018, and Councils are 
encouraged to confirm if they do not wish to comment.  
 Further information is available: 
https://haveyoursay.westsussex.gov.uk/children-adults-families-health-
and-education/school-admission-arrangements-2019-2020 
 
 The following recommendation is made: 
To consider the comment to be made to the WSCC Consultation on School 
Admissions for 2019/20 
   



Agenda Item 8 – Traffic Working Group Update   

The traffic working group has met twice since the last PC meeting.  It was 

agreed that the brief was to focus primarily on the issue of traffic volume, speed 

and noise in the village of South Harting.  We have begun research into the 

processes required for producing an application for a Community  Highways 

Scheme.  We sought help from other parishes who have gone through this 

process, and received useful and detailed information from the clerk to 

Wisborough Green PC.  It is clear that it is very important to involve the public 

at all stages of the process and, as a first step, a short article has been placed in 

the Harting Parish News for January asking for views. With Kate O’Kelly’s help 

we have received details of the traffic surveys produced by WSCC in 2006 

(Tipper Lane) and 2008 (B2146 west of the Congregational Church and opposite 

the old Coach and Horses) which will be a useful point of comparison. Kate has 

also gained access to the scoresheet used by WSCC in evaluating applications for 

Community Highways Schemes. Doug Jones of Buriton kindly attended our 

second meeting to brief us on how the Buriton group had approached and 

funded the scheme in their village. In order to produce an outline scheme we will 

need help from a traffic consultant and we are carrying out research into the 

possible options and costs.  Further public consultation will be essential, 

probably by means of a questionnaire for all households to ensure that we are 

clear about what are the main issues, and a public meeting once we have some 

proposals to discuss. We would like to commission further traffic surveys at each 

of the four main entrances to the village and in Tipper Lane near the school so 

that we have current evidence of the volume and speed of traffic at each 

location. We understand that the cost of a week-long traffic survey is in the 

region of £150.  

The following recommendation is made: 

To approve the commissioning of the five proposed traffic surveys. 

 

Agenda Item 9 – Risk Assessments 

As outlined in the Health & Safety Policy and the Risk Management Strategy adopted on 21st 

September 2017, the Finance Committee at its meeting on 14th December 2017, assessed the Risk 

Assessments for: 

Finance 

Safeguarding Information and Data   

Reputation and expertise 

Public safety 

POSAC 

Litter picking  

Clerks homeworking 

 

Risk assessments had also been received from the Digger School and Harting Community Hall. The risk 

assessment from WMPF is due to be received in January 2018, and a further request will be made 



asking the Scout Group to provide their assessment. The committee agreed that the risk assessments 

from these organisations should be requested on an annual basis.  

The committee agreed to report to the Council that they had assessed the Council risk 
assessments and propose they should be reviewed in 6 months.  
 

The following recommendation is made: 

To note and comment on the report 
 

Agenda Item 10 – Furze Meadow Play Area 

The October meeting was notified that Hyde Housing had agreed to transfer the land at 
Furze Meadow to the Parish Council for the nominal amount of £1. However, Hyde Housing 
wished restrictive covenants to be in place prior to the title transfer. 

The covenants have now been received and are detailed below:  

1 A covenant not to use the land other than for use as open space and play area for the 
benefit of local residents 

2.    A covenant not to construct or erect any building or structure or undertake any works other 
than landscaping or installation and/maintaining play equipment.  

3.    A covenant not to dig up the land, and to maintain the grass landscaping on the land 

4.    A covenant to maintain and repair the land and the play area 

5.    A covenant not to block off the land and allow access and be available for use for local 
residents without hindrance or interruption 

6.    A covenant not to dispose of the property without Hyde’s consent which will be protected 
by a restriction on the title.  Any incoming purchaser would have to enter into a deed of 
covenant covenanting directly with Hyde  

7.   A pre-emption right that they have to offer the land back to Hyde first for £1.00 should they 
wish to dispose of the land in the future 

Hyde have encouraged any questions or comments regarding the covenants.  

The legal costs for this process are still to be negotiated with Hyde once the covenants have 
been agreed. 

The following recommendations are made: 

i)  for the Council to consider the covenants detailed by Hyde and decide whether to continue 
the purchase of the land at Furze Meadow for the nominal sum of £1 
 



ii) if the purchase is agreed, to agree that Mrs Bramley and the clerk will proceed to discuss 
legal costs with Hyde to be reported to the next Council meeting 
 

Agenda Item 12 – Ash Copse on the Downs 

Concern was raised a couple of years ago regarding the small copse of ash trees visible on 
the skyline of the Downs, and the impact of Ash Die back.  
At that point the NT warden was contacted and subsequently confirmed that the Council 
would be consulted prior to any decisions being made regarding potential new planting.  
Further concern has been raised and it is suggested that the Council contacts the warden to 
see if there is any further updates.  
 
The following recommendation is made: 
 that the Parish Council contact Simon Craig, National Trust warden, for an update of the 
situation regarding the copse of ash trees on the skyline of the Downs" 
 
Agenda Item 13 – Grants 2018/19 
 

At its meeting on 14th December 2017, the Finance Committee reviewed 

the grants for 2018/19 and recommends that the Council approves grants 

to the organisations listed below. The amount of each grant recommended 

for approval is shown in the draft budget for 2018/19 (item 14 on the 

agenda).  

 

The grant application forms from HCH and WMPF will identify how they wish 

to receive and spend the major part of their respective grants. However, a 

part of the recommended overall grant to each of these trusts is the cost 

of their insurance premium, and for the HCH trust the total grant 

recommended also covers the cost of a bookkeeper. 

The following recommendations are made: 

i) To agree that the Council allocates grants as shown in the draft budget 

(item 14) for 2018/19 to the following: 

a) Harting Community Hall and the War Memorial Playing Field 
b) Parish hospital car scheme 
c) Petersfield Citizens Advice Bureau 
d) Allotment rent 
e) The Parish Church and Congregational Church burial grounds 

ii) To agree, as part of their overall grants, that the Council also covers the 

cost of the insurance premiums for Harting Community Hall and the War 

Memorial Playing Field and the cost of a bookkeeper for the former.  
 

 




