
HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Harting Parish Council in the Main 

Hall of Harting Community Centre at Pease Croft, South Harting on Thursday            

18th January 2018 at 7.30pm   

The Press and Public are welcome to attend. 

 
1. Apologies for absence 

2. Declarations of Interest 

3. Minutes – to approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 21st   

  December 2017 

4. Questions from the Public 

5. Matters of Urgent Public Importance – raised with consent of the Chairman. 

6. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

7. Co option of a new councillor (briefing document attached see supporting document) 

The following recommendation is made: 

To consider the co option and appointment of a new councillor 
8. Furze Meadow Play Area (briefing note by Mrs Bramley see supporting document) 

The following recommendation is made: 
that the Council agree to pay for legal advice from Mr Ian Davison for 2 hours to cover (if 
possible)the Council’s legal position concerning expenditure on the Furze Meadow play 
equipment and on the proposed restrictive covenants. 

9. WMPF Insurance (briefing note by clerk) 

The following recommendation is made: 

To note the report 

10. Finance 
10.1. To approve expenditure for December 2017. 

 

Trish Walker Clerk & RFO Salary Undisclosed 

  

10.2. To note income for December -     None 

10.3. To note that cheques number 100380 and 100381 have been lost by the recipient 

 and replacement cheques have been issued. 

10.4. To note that the bank reconciliation for January 2018 has been scrutinised and 

signed by the Chairman of the Finance Committee and will be signed by the 

Chairman of the Council in accordance with the Financial Regulations 

10.5. To note the bank balance as of 31st  December 2017 - £75292.86 

10.6. To note the budget statement for December 2017 

11. Planning - To note the minutes of Planning Committee held on 14th  December 2017 
(attached) 

12. Correspondence   



13. Clerks report – (attached) 

14. Items for future meetings  -    

 Fingerposts   

 Wording for the South Garden sign 

 Play equipment     

15. Date of next meeting – 15th  February 2018 

 
 

Trish Walker – clerk to the Parish Council 

 

 

 

Supporting Reports – Harting Parish Council Meeting 18th January 

2018 

  
Agenda Item 7 – Co option of a new councillor 

Briefing Note 

As a result of the resignation of David Barnard, the Council has a casual 
vacancy. It has been publicly notified for the relevant period, and no poll has 
been claimed. The vacancy must therefore be filled by co-option. Three 
candidates have shown an interest, but at this point only two have put their 
names forward and copies of their resumes have been circulated to all 
councillors in confidence. 
 
The successful candidate must receive an absolute majority vote from the 
councillors present at the meeting. With three candidates, this would mean one 
must receive more votes than the other two combined in order to be successful 
in the first round of voting. When this is not the case (e.g. 4, 3 and 1), the name 
of the person having the least number of votes is struck off the list and a fresh 
vote is taken.  
 
A tie in votes may be settled by the casting vote exercisable by the chairman of 
the meeting.  
 
In accordance with Standing Orders, voting is by a show of hands unless two 
councillors request that it be by secret ballot.  
 

 The following recommendation is made: 
To consider the co option and appointment of a new councillor 

Agenda Item 8 – Furze Meadow Play Area   

Agenda Item 8 – Furze Meadow Play Area   



At the Council meeting on 21st December the following recommendation 
was agreed: 

“Prior to considering the future purchase from Hyde Housing, the Council needs to consider, 
with regard to any prescriptive rights over the land, whether the Council has a right to spend 
money on the land and play equipment at Furze Meadow.” 

 
An initial approach was made to SSALC outlining the issues at Furze Meadow and asking 
whether the Council could continue maintaining play equipment as before, on the basis that 
a licence is implied by long use. The question being whether the Council has the power to 
spend public money on land and equipment over which they have no formal rights.  
 
Mr Ian Davison, SSALC solicitor, responded and his initial reaction was that the acquisition of 
the land would be the best option for the Council, but he was very unhappy with a couple of 
the restrictive covenants that had been suggested by Hyde Housing.  
 
It appears that proper legal advice is needed to enable the Council to move forward with 
this issue at Furze Meadow, and Mr Davison would provide 2 hours of advice for £500 + vat. 
 
There are two issues to be considered for advice: 
i)  Whether the Council would be in breach of its powers if it spends public money on 
maintaining equipment on land over which it has no formal rights. 
ii)       If the Council is advised against such expenditure, then can the restrictive covenants 
be negotiated with Hyde to enable progress.  
 
The following recommendation is made: 
 
that the Council agree to pay for legal advice from Mr Ian Davison for 2 hours to cover (if 

possible)the Council’s legal position concerning expenditure on the Furze Meadow play 

equipment and on the proposed restrictive covenants. 

 

 Agenda Item 9 – WMPF Insurance 

WMPF has been insured by MoreThan, possibly since 1997. The cost has always 

been in the same region with the previous year’s premium being £1079.  

The paperwork received last year was the result of a “screen dump” as the 

original schedule and policy hadn’t been received and couldn’t be reprinted. The 

information on this document was hard to comprehend, but appeared to be in 

line with previous documents.  

The renewal information has been sent out this year at a cost of £369, and the 

information supplied within the schedule was incorrect. On calling MoreThan the 

RFO was told that the insurance cover for WMPF didn’t include public liability, 

and the operator was unable to answer satisfactorily why an address in Horsham 

was detailed on one of the pages alongside a value of £320,000. The answer was 

that it was the details of the insurance company head office that had slipped 

down the page.  



The RFO was concerned with the service and advice being given by More Than 

and contacted Came & Co to provide a quote for WMPF including liability 

insurance. They responded within 24 hours with a quote of £591, which is 

considerably less than the premiums paid in previous years.  The trustees of 

WMPF have been contacted and asked if they wish to proceed with the Came & 

Co quote.  

It would appear that MoreThan may have charged the Council incorrectly in past 

years, and the RFO will contact them to question the situation.  

The following recommendation was made: 

To note the report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Harting Parish Council     Agenda Item 13 
 
18th January 2018 
 
Clerk’s Report 
 
 
Items raised at previous meetings: 
 

          
 

Date first raised 
 

Item Detail Action by Status 

Fingerposts 
May 2015 

Repair of fingerposts Vice-Chairman/ 
Clerk/Chairman 

  No further contact or indication of work carried out has taken place 
since the last meeting. This item will be on the February agenda for 
progression. 

Furze Meadow/Hyde 
Homes 
June 2016 
 (Minute 86) 
 

Discussion with Hyde 
Homes regarding the 
play area at Furze       
Meadow 
 

Chairman/ S Br
  
 

 Hyde has provided details of the restrictive covenants –  

see agenda item 10 

 

POSAC 
October 2016 
(Minute 156) 

Pursue a partner to 
oversee the restoration 
and future management 
of the South Gardens 
ponds 

HS/POSAC 
 
 
 
 

Johnny Glover has met with the Chairman at the ponds again to discuss 
alternative ways of  improving and clearing the ponds. POSAC to meet 
and discuss way ahead 
 
 



 
 To consider the 
footpath to the  
Scout Hut  

 
 
HS/POSAC  

 State of footpath observed, and is as expected in the current season and 
weather conditions.  

Tree Survey 
March 2016 
(Minute 252)  

The areas of South 
Gardens and the 
Warren to be surveyed 
for safety, and for 
remedial and essential 
works to be carried out.  

SB/ Clerk/AS  Quotes for SG work and Warren work are awaited with 4   
contractors quoting for the work 

 Second survey to take place in Feb 2018 (leaf off survey) 

 Felling licence received and allows for thinning of up to 30% of 
the woodland in 5 years 

 Tree warden training has taken place. 

Safety Ring at South 
Gardens Ponds 

Continued vandalism of 
safety equipment at 
South Gardens 

Clerk  To be addressed as part of the South Gardens risk assessment 

Nyewood boundary 
(Minute 88) 

Member of Nyewood 
community requested 
that consideration is 
given to the Nyewood 
boundary.   

Clerk  An email was sent to Nicholas Bennett, Legal and Democratic Service 
Manager on 23rd August to confirm investigation of the process. The 
process will be started when there are a number of boundary issues to 
address. An update is awaited. 

BMX Track in Warren A BMX track appears to 
have been created/in 
stages of creation in the 
SSSI section of the 
Warren (extending on 
to other land as well) 
The track appears to 
start near to 40 acre 
lane. 

Clerk & Natural 
England 

 Natural England has been approached regarding a Management 
Statement.  
Notices have been put up asking people to cease building and riding on 
the BMX track. The situation will be monitored to see if this persists. 

 

 Trish Walker - Clerk 




