
HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Harting Parish Council in the Main Hall of Harting 

Community Centre at Pease Croft, South Harting on Thursday            15th March 2018 at 

7.30pm   

The Press and Public are welcome to attend. 

AGENDA 

Southern Water – Before the meeting commences a representative of Southern Water will 

give a 5 minute presentation regarding water main replacement work to be carried out in 

West Harting during the months April – October 2018.  

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Declarations of Interest 

3. Minutes – to approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15th February 

2018  

4. Questions from the Public 

5. Matters of Urgent Public Importance – raised with consent of the Chairman. 

6. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

7. Draft Housing Needs Assessment (briefing note by Dr Bowman to follow) 

The following recommendations are made: 

i. To note the report which outlines some of the errors in the draft Assessment  
ii. To agree that the Council should respond to Chichester District Council’s 

Housing Delivery Team requesting at minimum that: numerical and 
methodological errors are rectified; a simpler analysis of the housing preference 
data is undertaken; an analysis is undertaken which considers the housing 
released by some of those wishing to move within Harting, and the methodology 
underlying the ‘indicative projected housing need’ is explained.  

 
8. Traffic Update (briefing note by Mrs Bramley, see supporting document) 

the following recommendation is made: 
To note the report. 
  

9. Furze Meadow (briefing note by clerk, see supporting document) 

the following recommendation is made:  

To note the report 

 

10. Bus services 
A meeting of local Parish Councils is taking place at Rogate School on 19th March 2018 to 
discuss the proposed changes to the local bus services. It is hoped that a joint council 
approach may be possible. 
The following recommendation is made: 
To note that the Chairman and clerk will attend this meeting.  
 

11. Velo South (see supporting document) 
The following recommendation is made: 



To note the report 
Nominate two councillors / clerk to attend the CDC All parishes meeting on 30th April 

2018 

 
 

12. Petersfield Swimming Pool (see supporting document) 

The following recommendation is made: 

that the Council decide whether a grant should be made to Petersfield Swimming Pool 

 

13.   Risk Assessment Review (see attached litter picking and volunteer risk assessments) 

 The following recommendation is made 

To note that the Finance Committee have assessed the risk assessments for Litter Picking 

and Volunteers, and propose they should be reviewed in 6 months.  

 

14. Internal Controls (see attached) 

The following recommendation is made: 

To review and agree the Internal Controls document 

 

15. Asset Register (see attached) 

The following recommendation is made: 

To review and agree the Asset Register 

 

16. Trees in the Warren and South Gardens (briefing note, see supporting document) 

The following recommendations are made: 
i. To note the update from the Tree Working Group (TWG). 

ii. To agree that the TWG will identify the work that needs to be carried out in 
South Gardens, and make a TCA application for this work to Chichester District 
Council. 

iii. To agree to the TWG getting quotes for the tree works recommended and to 
agree to the TWG choosing the contractor 

iv. To agree that commissioning of all necessary bat survey work is similarly 
delegated to the TWG 

  
17. Finance 

17.1. To approve expenditure for February 2018. 

 

Trish Walker Clerk & RFO Salary Undisclosed 

 HMRC  NI contributions 26.70  

DG Green Work (Utilities) Ltd Phase 1 and 2a tree works  
11,700.00                

Active Risk Management 
Services Ltd 

Play area inspection                230.00  

N D Fagg Tree survey 875.00              

SSALC Limited GDPR Training 57.60                  

Harting PCC Donation for use of Law Room 40.00                 

Trish Walker Expenses 108.40                



Debbie Harknett Accountancy Adviser Oct-Feb           16.88 

Debbie Harknett Community Hall Bookkeeper Oct-Feb   286.88  
 

17.2. To note the income for February - None 

17.3. To note that the bank reconciliation for February 2018 has been scrutinised and 

signed by the Chairman of the Finance Committee and will be signed by the 

Chairman of the Council in accordance with the Financial Regulations 

17.4. To note the bank balance as of 28th February 2018 - £64,566.46 

17.5. To note the budget statement for February 2018 

18. Planning - To note the minutes of Planning Committee held on 15th February 2017 

(attached) 

19. To note the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 22nd February 2018, and 
approve the following recommendations: 
that the Council approve a movement of funds to “maintenance” from the following 
budget headings 
Staff  £2000.00 
Contingency £3000.00 
Capital  £7000.00 
Grants   £  401.43 
                         £12401.43 
 

20. To note the minutes of POSAC held on 19th February 2018 (to follow) 
21. Correspondence  None 
22. Health and Safety Quarterly Report – No incidents to report 

23. Clerks report – (attached) 

24. Items for future meetings  -    

 Fingerposts   

 Wording for the South Garden sign 

 Play equipment 

 GDPR 

 Furze Meadow     

25. Date of next meetings – APM 19th April at 6.30pm 

   Full Council meeting 7.45pm or on the rising of the APM if later 

 
 

Trish Walker – clerk to the Parish Council 

 

 

Supporting Reports – Harting Parish Council Meeting 15th March 2018 

  
 

 Agenda Item 7 – Draft Housing Needs Assessment 

 Briefing Note (to follow) 

  
  
  
  
  



The following recommendations are made: 
iii. To note the report which outlines some of the errors in the draft Assessment  
iv. To agree that the Council should respond to Chichester District Council’s 

Housing Delivery Team requesting at minimum that: numerical and 
methodological errors are rectified; a simpler analysis of the housing preference 
data is undertaken; an analysis is undertaken which considers the housing 
released by some of those wishing to move within Harting; and the methodology 
underlying the ‘indicative projected housing need’ is explained 

  

 Agenda Item 8 – Traffic Update 

Briefing Note – Traffic Working Group 

We had a useful meeting in February with Chris Dye, who clarified the process for setting up 

the traffic surveys and for applying for a Community Highways Scheme. He also explained 

that the parish could go ahead with improvements without the need for a CHS application 

provided we could provide funding and we had approval from the highways department.  

 Traffic Surveys 

Following Chris’s advice, we have now commissioned the five surveys as agreed. In 

view of the pending closure of the A272 around Rogate in March which is likely to 

affect traffic flows in Harting, the surveys will be conducted in the second half of 

April after the end of the school Easter break. 

 Community Highways Scheme 

If we wish to proceed with a Community Highways Scheme application it will be 

important to engage with the community, not just by means of questionnaires but 

also by meeting representatives of local groups such as the school and churches. 

Other relevant consultees might include the minibus and village shop associations 

and the village hall and playing field trustees. Chris recommends that we use a 

highway consultant, rather than a planning specialist or firm of architects. We have 

made a preliminary contact with the consultant used by Wisborough Green and 

ascertained his charges. He is prepared to meet us on an introductory basis to 

discuss our needs. This might be most productive if informed by the traffic survey 

results. 

 Other possible measures 

We discussed with Chris the possibility of more immediate short-term measures 

which might alleviate traffic speed. Many parishes install gateway entrances at their 

own expense (approx £2,000 each). The highways department would need to 

approve locations and ensure that there are appropriate spaces. We could consider 

acquisition of a mobile Speed Indicator Device at a cost in the region of £2,500. 

These are temporary and for best effect should be moved every 8 weeks. We would 

need to agree locations with the authority and have a team of people trained to do 

the moving. If, as we suggested, we wish to improve the 30 mph signs at the 

southern entrance to the village to be more in line with those on the Petersfield 

road, this could, again, be done at the expense of the parish but location etc would 

need to be agreed. We have raised an enquiry asking for a meeting to discuss all 



these possibilities, and Mike Dare has agreed to come out and discuss them as soon 

as he has a space in his diary. 

 

The following recommendation is made: 

To note the report 

 

 

Agenda Item 9 – Furze Meadow  

Briefing Note 

The following list of agreed recommendations is included to show the current position 

in terms of Furze Meadow Play Area 

 

15th June 2017 

The following recommendation was agreed: 

That the proposal from Hyde Housing should be rejected as unworkable and a counter 

proposal submitted. This would suggest that the Parish Council might purchase the 

Furze Meadow play area for a nominal price on terms that need to be negotiated. 

 

19th October 2017 
The following recommendation was made: 
i) that the Council confirm to Hyde Housing it is willing to purchase the land at the 
nominal sum of £1 subject to a better understanding of the restrictive covenants.  

 
21st December 2017 
The following recommendation was agreed: 
Prior to considering the future purchase from Hyde Housing, the Council needs to 
consider, with regard to any prescriptive rights over the land, whether the Council 
has a right to spend money on the land and play equipment at Furze Meadow. 
 

18th January 2018 

The following recommendation was made: 

that the Council agree to pay for legal advice from Mr Ian Davison for 2 hours to 

cover (if possible) the Council’s legal position concerning legislation on the Furze 

Meadow play equipment and on the proposed restrictive covenants, if possible with 

grants from CDC. 

Legal advice was obtained from Ian Davison, and he advised that: 

 it is arguable that the old lease continues as a lease from year to year as it has never 
been formally ended by the landlord, although it could equally be argued that HPC 
surrendered the lease by requiring the landlord to take responsibility for 
maintenance of the land; 

 in any event, a lease of this nature would be inadequate to support any grant 
application as the normal requirement is that an applicant must either have the 
freehold or the right to occupy the land for an unexpired period of at least 25 years. 

 for these reasons our best option would be to acquire the freehold; 



 proposed covenants 1-5 are acceptable as they reflect restrictions on the freehold 
title; 

 we should not accept proposed covenant 7 as this would breach the council’s 
obligations under s127 Local Government Act 1972; 

 we should negotiate with Hyde about liability for legal fees. 
 

We have written to Hyde accordingly and await their response. 
 

At the time the agenda was produced there has been no reply from Hyde. A verbal report 

will be given at the meeting if further information is received.  Covenants 6 and 7 are 

restated below for information. 

6  A covenant not to dispose of the property without Hyde’s consent which will be protected 
by a restriction on the title.  Any incoming purchaser would have to enter into a deed of 
covenant covenanting directly with  

7.       A pre-emption right that they have to offer the land back to Hyde first for £1.00 should 

they wish to dispose of the land in the future 

The following recommendation is made: 

To note the report 

Agenda Item 11 – Velo South 

Briefing Note 

The link below gives information about “Vélo South – a major new 100 mile closed road 

sportive for the UK”. This is a cycle event involving 15,000 cyclists due to take place on 23rd 

September 2018. At this stage there has not been any local consultation regarding the event 

and  a number of parish councils are concerned about the impact of the road closures and 

other details. The route will pass from Rogate to Nyewood,  through South Harting and  up 

the B2146 hill to Compton.  

The CDC All Parishes Meeting to be held on Monday 30th April 2018 will be  given a briefing 

on this event. The Chairman  will be attending as District Councillor, two other councillors 

can do so.    .  

https://www.velosouth.com/the-ride/ 

 

The following recommendation is made: 

To note the report 

Nominate two councillors / clerk to attend the CDC All parishes meeting on 30th April 2018 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR AGENDA ITEM 12 
 

Agenda Item 12 – Petersfield Swimming Pool 

The following recommendation is made: 

that the Council decide whether a grant should be made to Petersfield Swimming Pool 

 



 



 

 

 

Agenda Item 16 – Trees in the Warren and South Gardens 

Briefing Note 

i. Briefing Note 
 
Update of the  progress made by the Tree Working Group (TWG). 
 
Survey 
The second "leaf off" survey has been completed in the Warren and South Gardens 
(previously circulated) and other than an issue with some of the ash trees in the 
Wace Plantation has not raised any urgent issues. Most of the works are required to 
be carried out within a 12 month period. 
 
Tree Wardens 
The tree wardens are currently completing risk assessments and after a walk through 
the Warren and South Gardens with the clerk, have agreed to inspect the trees on a 
monthly basis, or after periods of high winds. They will report any potential 
problems to the clerk. 
The role of the tree wardens needs to be defined as soon as possible by POSAC. 
 
 Tree Works 
All the tree works identified in the first survey have been completed. Further work 
identified by the second survey will need to be considered in the coming months. 
However, it is vital that the trees in South Gardens are crown lifted as soon as 
possible, as the grass mowing contractor had difficulty in passing under the trees in 
the last season. Chichester District Council will need notifying of this work as it is in  
the Conservation Area. 
 
The following recommendations are made: 

i. To note the update from the Tree Working Group (TWG). 
ii. To agree that the TWG will identify the work that needs to be carried out in 

South Gardens, and make a TCA application for this work to Chichester 
District Council. 

iii.  To agree to the TWG getting quotes for the tree works recommended and to 
agree to the TWG choosing the contractor 

iv.  To agree that commissioning of all necessary bat survey work is similarly 
delegated to the TWG 

  
 

 

 




