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HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Harting Parish Council in the Main 

Hall of Harting Community Hall at Pease Croft, South Harting on Thursday            

20th September 2018 at 7.30pm  

The Press and Public are welcome to attend. 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Declarations of Interest 

3. Minutes – to approve the Minutes of  Meeting of the Parish Council  held on 19th July 

2018  

4. Questions from the Public 

5. Matters of Urgent Public Importance – raised with consent of the Chairman. 

6. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

7. Velo South  (verbal update) 
The following recommendation is made: 

To note the update. 
8. Furze Meadow update  (see supporting document for briefing note) 

The following recommendation is made: 
To note the report. 

9. Allotment Gardens (briefing note to follow) 
The following recommendation is made: 

That an Allotment Garden working group (AWG) should be formed with the aim of 

working with representatives of the allotment garden holders to develop a plan for the 

future management of the allotment gardens and to  ensure compliance with the Small 

Holding and Allotments Act 1908. The group to consist of the Clerk, Chairman and one 

other councillor. 

10. Play Area Inspections (see attached inspection report) 
The following recommendations are made: 

i. to note the inspection report 
ii. that the clerk requests quotes for the work arising as a result of the play 

equipment inspections.  
11. Highways and Byways Advisory Committee (HABAC) Terms of Reference (see 

supporting document for briefing note) 
The following recommendations are made: 

i. to adopt the Highways and Byways Terms of Reference   
ii. to appoint the members of HABAC 

iii. to appoint the Chairman of HABAC 

12. Update on the South Downs Local Plan (see supporting document for briefing note) 
The following recommendations are made 

i. to note the report  
ii. to agree that the Local Plan Working Group prepares and submits the relevant 

Position Statements on behalf of the Council  
iii. to agree that Andrew Shaxson and Sheridan Bowman attend the relevant 

Hearings to represent the Parish  
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13. Traffic Working Group Update – (see supporting document for briefing note) 

The following recommendations are made: 
i. that the Traffic Working Group should proceed to consult directly with 

representatives of interested groups to ascertain views on the options, and in 
particular on the Community Highways Scheme  proposal put forward by the 
traffic consultant. 

ii.  that an article should be inserted in the October edition of Harting Parish News to 
outine the options and the consultation process and to seek views 
from individual parishioners. 

14. General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) – (see supporting document for briefing 
note) 
The following recommendations are made: 

i. to note the report 
ii. to review and adopt the Data Protection Policy 

iii. to review and adopt the Data Processing Agreement 
iv. to review and adopt the IT, Communications and Monitoring Policy for staff 
v. to review and adopt the IT, Communications and Monitoring Policy for 

councillors. 
15. Tree works in Warren and South Gardens – (see supporting document for briefing note) 

The following recommendations are made: 

i. that the Council notes that Financial Regulations state that three quotes should 
be obtained, but agrees, given the need to undertake the work before the winter 
and prior knowledge of the two competing contractors, that two quotes are 
sufficient to enable the work to be commissioned.  

ii. that the Council appoints the contractor to carry out the tree works in the Warren 
and South Gardens. 

16. All Parishes Meeting 8th October 2018 
The All Parishes Meeting will take place at East Pallant House, Chichester on 8th October 
2018 at 7pm. The clerk and two members of the Council are invited to attend. 
The following recommendation is made: 
To nominate two councillors/clerk to attend the CDC All parishes meeting on 8th October 

2018 

17. Finance 
17.1. To note cheques paid in August 2018 

Undisclosed Clerk & RFO Salary                725.52  

Harting War Memorial Playing Field Lengthsman                110.00  

M H Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass cutting                162.00  

Trish Walker Projector/screen –Justprojectors.co.uk                520.80  

Andy Figgins Inspections Ltd Play area inspection                130.00  

 
 
 

17.2. To approve expenditure for September 2018. 

Undisclosed Clerk & RFO Salary - September                779.52  

HMRC  Tax and NI contributions                  20.70  

David Chaffe Process2Matters - GDPR                  700.00  

JNR Computer Services MS Office 365, IT Support, .gov.uk 
domain   

            
2,345.76  

Moore Stephens External Audit services                276.00  
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SSALC Limited Allotment Training - Clerk                  72.00  

Debbie Harknett HCH Bookkeeping Jun-Aug                  73.13  

M H Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass mowing                162.00  

Harting War Memorial Playing 
Field 

Lengthsman                 105.00  

Ladywell Accountancy Services Annual charge for payroll services                  72.00  

Information Commissioner Data Protection Fee                  40.00  

Trish Walker Expenses - course travel, postage & 
ink 

                 90.72  

 

17.3. To note income for August & September  –  Second instalment precept £21,550.00 

17.4. To note that the bank reconciliations for July and August 2018 have been 

scrutinised and signed by the Chairman of the Finance Committee and will be 

signed by the  Chairman of the Council in accordance with the Financial 

Regulations 

17.5. To note the bank balance as of 31st August 2018 - £63,610.48 

17.6. To note the budget statement for August 2018 

17.7. To note the unconfirmed minutes of the Finance Committee held on 28th August 

2018. 

17.8. To note the external audit for 2017/18 is complete and notices are displayed on 

the noticeboard and Parish website. 

17.9. To appoint Wallis White & Co as internal auditors for the year 2018/19. 

 

18. Planning - To note the minutes of Planning Committee held on 19th July 2018, 9th August 

2018 and 28th August 2018. 

19. Correspondence – Letter regarding solar panels on the Village Hall 

Velo South parking offer 

20. Clerks report – (attached) 

21. Items for future meetings    

22. Date of next meeting –  Full Council meeting 18th October at 7.30pm 

  

Trish Walker – clerk to the Parish Council 
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Supporting Reports – Harting Parish Council Meeting 20th September 2018 

 

Agenda Item 8 – Furze Meadow Update  

Briefing Note 

At the May meeting a verbal update was received to confirm that, after lengthy 

negotiations, Hyde Housing had given an “in principle” agreement, subject to Heads of 

Terms being agreed, to proceed with the sale of the Furze Meadow play area.    

 

Progress since then has been slow, and following a request for an update Hyde have sent 

the following email. 

    
Whilst things had been progressing well with Furze Meadow, we are unfortunately going to have to 
put a hold on the transfer of Furze Meadow to the Parish Council.  
Hyde and Chichester District Council are jointly completing a full stock audit to establish a housing 
strategy. Furze Meadow falls within this audit, and whilst this is being carried out, and before the 
housing strategy is formalised, we are not able to transfer the land. It is necessary to ensure that 
both Hyde and Chichester are doing the best thing and therefore this will be on hold until such a time 
that the audit is complete.  
I appreciate this will be very frustrating for yourself, the Parish Council and residents, however hope 
that the audit outcome will allow us to proceed on the basis we have previously been working 
towards.   
I will update you in due course and if you have any concerns in the meantime, please let me know 
and I will address these with the relevant people involved in the audit.  
 

This is obviously extremely disappointing.  It is hoped that there will be further 
communication from Hyde and Chichester District council to enable a verbal update to be 
given at the Council meeting.  

  

The following recommendation is made: 
To note the report 
 
Agenda Item 9 – Allotment Gardens 

 Briefing Note  to follow 

 
Agenda Item 10 – Play Area Inspection 

Briefing Note 

An inspection of the play areas in South Gardens and the War Memorial Playing Fields took 

place on 7th August 2018.  

There are no high risk issues raised as a result of the Inspection, however, the slide at South 

Gardens is recommended for replacement as it no longer conforms to the current standards.  

There are several low/medium risks, including the twizzler and both sets of swings at South 

Gardens and War Memorial Playing Fields (WMPF), which need to be addressed.  

A copy of the report has been passed to the WMPF. 

The following recommendations are made: 
i. to note the inspection report 

ii. that the clerk requests quotes for the work arising as a result of the play 
equipment inspections.  
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 Agenda Item 11 – Highways and Byways Advisory Committee (HABAC) Terms of Reference 

Briefing Note 

At its Annual Meeting in May 2018 the following was agreed: 
Highways and Footpaths 

32 Appointment of members 

The membership of the Highways and Footpath Committee was deferred until the terms of reference had 

been agreed 

33. Terms of Reference 

The following recommendation was agreed: 

that Terms of Reference should be drawn up for the Highways and Footpaths Committee and presented to 

the Council in July 2018.  

The Terms of Reference have been drafted (see below) and the members are asked to review 

them.     

The following recommendations are made: 
iv. to adopt the Highways and Byways Terms of Reference   
v. to appoint the members of HABAC 

vi. to appoint the Chairman of HABAC 
 



 6 

 

Highways and Byways Advisory Committee 
Terms of Reference 

 
1. The Highways and Byways Advisory Committee ("HABAC") is established to take a proactive role in  

managing and aiming to improve all issues relating to arising in relation to the public roads and rights of 
way in the Parish  

2. HABAC will also provide support to the Clerk in managing any public concerns and complaints that may 
arise as a result of such issues; in particular it will advise on how best to involve parishioners in reporting 
frequently encountered problems, such as potholes and fly-tipping, to the relevant authorities.  

3. As an advisory committee, HABAC has no decision-making powers. It advises Harting Parish Council 
(HPC) as outlined in these Terms of Reference.  

4. Annually,  HABAC will review the Winter Maintenance Plan and report it for agreement at the November 
HPC meeting; the Plan will then be implemented by HABAC 

5. HABAC will write a Flood Prevention Plan for the Parish which, like the Winter Maintenance Plan, will 
then be reviewed and agreed annually by HPC for implementation by HABAC. 

6. HABAC will liaise with the appropriate authorities on issues such as speeding, parking, signage and 
sporting events, diversions and maintenance. 

7. HABAC will draft timely responses for consideration by HPC to any consultations on public roads or rights 
of way issues  

8. HABAC will consist of a Chairman appointed by HPC, who unless HPC resolves otherwise, will be a 
member of HPC.  The Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of HPC are ex-officio members, and there shall be 
three other councillors appointed by HPC. Non-councillor members of Harting Parish can be appointed 
by a meeting of HABAC. The maximum membership will be eight. 

9. HABAC will meet as necessary, but at least once every six months.  There will be a quorum of four, of 
which three must be members of HPC. Councillors who are not HABAC members may attend its 
meetings, but only in the same capacity as a member of the public. 

10. HABAC may establish sub-committees in order to undertake specific tasks.  They may consist of 
individuals not on HABAC, or interest groups on a short- or longer-term basis, and can be established 
without reference to HPC. Members of a sub-committee will not have voting rights on HABAC. HABAC 
will define clear and precise terms of reference for any sub-committee it forms. 

11. Not withstanding 10 above, members of a sub-committee will be required to inform the Chairman of 
HABAC if they have a personal or pecuniary interest (as defined in HPC’s Code of Conduct) in any 
relevant HABAC matter. 

12. HABAC will advise HPC on relevant budgetary matters. To this end it will include recommendations to 
HPC regarding expenditure to achieve the aims set out above and will submit a detailed and costed 
report of the funding needed for the forthcoming year to the Finance Committee by the end of 
September each year. In any given financial year, no expenditure may be committed until agreed by 
HPC. 

13. HABAC may not apply for or receive additional funds or grants from bodies without HPC’s prior 
permission. 

14. HABAC will not operate its own banking or accounting arrangements outside those provided by HPC. 
15. HABAC will produce a written report for HPC as necessary or at the request of HPC.  
16. In all the above matters, and in others that may arise as the consequence of its operation, HABAC will be 

governed by all relevant HPC Standing Orders. All members of HABAC are subject to HPC’s Code of 
Conduct. 

Adopted xxxxxx
To be reviewed xxxxxx
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Agenda Item 12 - Update on the South Downs Local Plan 

Briefing Note 

Since the last update for the Council’s June meeting, an Inspector (Brian Sims) has been 

appointed to examine the Plan, as has a Programme Officer (Chris Banks) who will act as the 

co-ordinator for all communications and for the Hearings. 

Shortly after the submission of the latest version of the Plan, the impression was given that 

individuals would only be allowed to speak at the hearings if invited to do so by the 

Inspector. This has proved not to be the case, but representations must address the legal 

compliance and ‘soundness’ of the Plan; those which simply re-iterate the representations 

submitted in writing are actively discouraged. Furthermore, multiple representations on any 

one topic are also being discouraged to save time at the hearings. If there are others in the 

Parish wishing to make representations, particularly on the two site allocations, the 

Programme Officer is likely to suggest there is liaison between potential speakers to avoid 

duplication.  

Based on the written responses made in 2017, the Inspector has produced a draft list of 

‘Matters and Issues’ (INSP.4) which will form the basis of the Hearings to be held over nine 

days during the period from 13 November to 13 December 2018. The draft can be accessed 

from the ‘Core Document Library’ on the SDNPA’s website: 

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning/national-park-local-plan/local-plan-

examination/core-document-library/ 

The ‘Library’ also contains a summary of the SDNPA’s ‘Responses by Policy and Site’ (SDLP.4) 

to the 2017 written representations. The representations have been summarised, and only 

some of the issues raised have been chosen for response. The Council’s main 

representations, together with the SDNPA’s responses are summarised in the table below.  

At its meeting in October 2017, the Council formed a Local Plan Working Group (Chris 

Healey, Andrew Shaxson, Trish Walker and Sheridan Bowman) to formulate its response to 

the Pre-Submission Plan. The Group met on 31 August to review the correspondence 

between the Inspector and the SDNPA, and agreed that representations should be made at 

the Hearings. All councillors were asked if they wished to speak on behalf of the Parish or 

were able to assist in the preparation of relevant arguments. In the absence of any 

volunteers, Andrew Shaxson and Sheridan Bowman met on 8 September 2018 and agreed 

that they would submit a request to the Programme Officer to make representations on the 

following ‘Matters and Issues’: 

 The Sustainability Appraisal 

 The Statement of Community Involvement 

 Matter 2 - Strategy (Policy SD25) 

 Matter 7 - Landscape, Design and Special Qualities  

 Matter 11 - Issues Relating to Individual Sites (Policies SD90 & 91) 
 

The voluminous documentation which accompanied the submission of the Plan (see the 

‘Document Library’) will now have to be reviewed in order to prepare Position Statements 

on each of the topics to be addressed; the first tranche of Statements have to be submitted 

by 23 October 2018. 
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Recommendations:  

i. To note the report 
ii. To agree that the Local Plan Working Group prepares and submits the relevant 

Position Statements on behalf of the Council 
iii. To agree that Andrew Shaxson and Sheridan Bowman attend the relevant Hearings 

to represent the Parish  
 

 

 

Please see table below. 
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Policy/Document Main HPC comment 

(as summarised by the SDNPA) 

SDNP issue & response Comment 

SD25: Development 

Strategy 

 

On the basis of the Sustainability 

Appraisal, many of the site 

allocations arising from SD25 are not 

justified, particularly in landscape 

terms. Propose more flexible 

approach to allow alternative sites to 

be allocated for small-scale 

development in settlements without 

a boundary, particularly on 

brownfield sites”. 

 

Not addressed  

SD90: Land at 

Loppers Ash  

 

(A similar response 

was given on SD91: 

Land North of the 

Forge) 

 

Delete the proposed allocation and 

replace with the brownfield site 

proposed by Harting Parish Council.  

 

Issue: Delete the proposed allocation and 

replace with the brownfield site proposed by 

Harting Parish Council. Alternative site would 

have no impact on wider landscape.  

Response: There has been no such 

alternative site submitted to the SDNPA 

whilst the Plan was being prepared. The 

allocation site at Loppers Ash is considered to 

be suitable and available. 

 

The SDNPA’s response is wrong. As detailed in its 

responses in 2017, HPC had a meeting with SDNP 

officers in April 2017 and proposed an alternative 

site, but was firmly told that only sites in a 

settlement with a settlement boundary would be 

considered, i.e. only sites in South Harting. This 

contradicts the subsequent phrasing of SD25 in the 

Pre-Submission Plan which allows such sites in 

exceptional circumstances.  

Sustainability 

Appraisal 

 

Assessment is overly simplistic. The 

housing, vitality of communities and 

local economy are interdependent 

objectives and act as proxies for one 

another. The allocations are not 

driven by a landscape led plan. SA 

Issue: Objection to the general approach of 

the assessment: flawed, simplistic, there is 

too much emphasis on housing, insufficient 

attention to landscape, comments specifically 

made with regard to allocations SD63, SD64, 

SD93.  

The Council’s comment is heavily rephrased by the 

SDNPA. 

The issue & response are rolled up with comments 

from others, in particular comments specific to three 

site allocations. 
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should preferentially assess sites 

that have no, or very limited, 

landscape impact but is instead 

driven by a predetermined list of 

settlements chosen because they 

should be allowed an element of 

growth. Many sites have an 

uncertain or potentially negative 

impact on landscape. The 

Sustainability Appraisal does not 

support the allocation of the sites in 

Harting. 

 

Response: The SA has been undertaken using 

a robust methodology which complies with 

the appropriate regulations and national 

guidance. The SA utilises the best available 

information from a range of evidence sources 

which are referenced within the SA report 

and scoping report. SA requires the appraisal 

of the three pillars of sustainability: 

environment, economic and social. The 

National Park landscape designation, 

including the purposes and duty of the 

National Park, is of fundamental importance 

and is woven throughout the Local Plan 

process and is an appropriately important 

element of the SA. In the preparation of the 

submission SA, representations received 

were considered and amendments have been 

made where considered necessary, for 

example to the biodiversity section of the 

appraisal of SD64 on page A85. 

 

 

It is clear from their response and from another 

document in the ‘Library’ (the ‘Main Issues Report’, 

SDNPA.2) that the SDNPA considers its Sustainability 

Appraisal (SA) to be completely sound: in that 

document it states there were “No fundamental 

issues questioning the robustness of the SA” in the 

written representations.  
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Agenda Item 13 – Traffic Working Group update 

Briefing  Note 

  

Summary of position at August 2018 

We have consulted Chris Dye and Mike Dare of WSCC about possible measures to control 

traffic speed and address safety issues, particularly the narrows at the two churches, the 

crossing to South Gardens and safety at the school entrance. The following options have 

been suggested. 

Speed Indicator Device 

We could purchase a mobile speed indicator device (SID) costing in the region of £2,500. 

These are temporary and should be moved every 8 weeks. Locations must be approved and 

a team of volunteers trained to move the device. Ideally they should be placed on existing 

street furniture (but not warning signs or speed terminals). The locations must be approved 

for safety of access for the volunteers erecting and moving the SID. Mike Dare of the 

Highways authority has identified only 2 existing possible locations: on the rear of the sign 

on the B2146 north of Tipper Lane  for northbound traffic  and on the repeater sign on the 

North Lane entry beside the allotments layby. There is no existing obvious site in Nyewood, 

but it is suggested that a 30 mph repeater sign could be installed before the junction at 

Greenfields on the southern entry to the village. (Ideally if this idea is to be taken forward 

we need to find a site on the Petersfield Road entry?) 

Gateway village entrances/improved signage 

Gateway entrances are perceived by some to affect traffic speeds. They must be at least 

450mm from the edge of the carriageway and must not obscure visibility at junctions. 

Possible sites in South Harting are the entrances on Elsted Road and North Lane, in each 

case on the left hand side of the road only, to replace the existing village signs. The B2146 

entrances are not suitable: the southern entry is too narrow and the Petersfield entry has a 

footpath on the left and the Church Farm entrance on the right which must remain visible. 

We have asked to progress the suggestion of improving the 30 limit signage at the southern 

entry and replacing the Slow sign on the road with a 30 roundel. In Nyewood, it would be 

possible to install a gateway to replace the village sign at the southern entry on the western 

side, and at the northern entry provided that the siting does not obscure the junction to 

Dumpford. 

Community Speedwatch 

This is an initiative whereby local volunteers are trained with the support of the police to 

monitor traffic speeds in particular locations using speed detection devices. The aim is 

primarily to deter speeding by the presence of the highly visible volunteers. Registration 

numbers of cars exceeding the speed limit are recorded and provided to the police who 

send out letters to car owners requesting future compliance. Neighbourhood policing teams 

train the volunteers and assist them with access to equipment, which may be borrowed 

from the police or acquired by the community. Training for volunteers entails on-line 

learning on H&S, codes of conduct and procedures, supported by an MCQ test, followed by 

police training in use of the equipment. Sites are rigorously assessed for H&S reasons – they 

must have a safe area of 2.5 metres from the edge of the road to allow pedestrians to pass, 

a clear line of site of 100 metres for approaching vehicles and must be more than 200m 
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from the start/end or change in the speed limit. It is necessary to show community support 

for the scheme. Boxgrove have an active group and it is thought to be very effective in 

reducing speeds. There appear to be groups in Cocking and Midhurst. 

 

Community Highways Scheme 

Following the results of the traffic surveys we had an initial meeting with Laurence Shaw, 

traffic consultant. His suggestion is that we could best achieve our aims by putting forward a 

scheme for a 20mph limit throughout the village. This would need to be self-enforcing by 

narrowing roads at relevant entry points and introducing a priority system for traffic leaving 

the village. He would propose to include Tipper Lane and the school. Such a scheme could 

incorporate a pedestrian crossing eg to the South Gardens entrance and would also have a 

beneficial effect on safety for pedestrians in the two church narrows and at the school. We 

now have some quotes from Laurie depending on how much of the work we are prepared 

to do ourselves, ranging from £2,700 to £6,325. (The figure of £6,325 has been amended to 

£4,325 to take account of the fact that traffic surveys have already been completed. Sep 

2018) The criteria for a Community Highways scheme are detailed and require the support 

of the community. 

 

 The following recommendations are made: 
(i) That the Traffic Working Group should proceed to consult directly with 

representatives of interested groups to ascertain views on the options, and in 
particular on the Community Highways Scheme  proposal put forward by the traffic 
consultant. 

(ii) That an article should be inserted in the October edition of Harting Parish News to 
outine the options and the consultation process and to seek views 
from individual parishioners. 

 

 

Agenda Item 14 - General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 

Briefing Note 

Council emails and Office 365 
The IT specialist has been working with the clerk to set up the .gov.uk email accounts and 
Office 365 access for the Council.  
Once this is in place each councillor will be given their new email address and instructions to 
access the email and Office 365 for the first time. One or two drop-in sessions, in Harting, 
will be held with the IT specialists to help with this. Councillors are able to do this from 
home if they feel confident to do so.  
Once this has been completed, a “go live” date (to be agreed) will be set and the new way of 
working with the file sharing system and email will then be used, and all Council business 
will be operated through these channels.  
The file sharing system will be developed over a period of time to enable the best way of 
working to be realised.  

 
Data Cleansing 
When the new system of working is in place, it will be important that any council data held 
on personal devices is destroyed.  
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At the May 2018 meeting, the Council agreed to set up a maintenance agreement with the 
IT specialist for a period of one year, and this includes help with the data cleansing process 
for all councillors.  
The Chairman and clerk spent a morning in the archives at the Village Hall removing and 
destroying data that is no longer required.  

 
 
 
Data Protection and IT Policies (to follow) 
There are several policies that will need to be in place prior to the “go live” date for the new 
system of working, and to ensure the GDPR is observed. A set of policies were purchased 
from ProcessMatters2, but some require substantial editing to make them applicable to the 
Parish Council. It is hoped that they will be ready for review and adoption at the September 
meeting.  

 
 

The following recommendations are made: 
vi. to note the report 

vii. to review and adopt the Data Protection Policy 
viii. to review and adopt the Data Processing Agreement 

ix. to review and adopt the IT, Communications and Monitoring Policy for staff 
x. to review and adopt the IT, Communications and Monitoring Policy for 

councillors. 
 

 

Agenda Item 15 - Tree works in the Warren and South Gardens 
Briefing Note 
 
The tree survey carried out in February 2018 detailed a number of trees to be felled for 
health and safety purposes. Contractors have now been approached to quote for the 
necessary work with the aim to complete the work during October prior to winter setting in. 
On the walks around the Warren to discuss quotes, other works have also been identified in 
addition to the survey, this is mainly the felling of ash trees that are rotting at the base as a 
result of ash dieback.  
 
Three contractors were asked to quote, and two have provided quotes (details to follow). 
The third contractor has decided not to quote, but sadly this happened 4 weeks after the 
initial request. To try and get another quote at this stage would delay the tree works until 
November at earliest.  
 
For contracts between £1,000 and £15,000 in value, Financial Regulations (FRs) say that 

three quotes should be obtained (FR  11.1 (h)) 

However financial regulation 11.1(c). states that: 

When applications are made to waive financial regulations relating to contracts to enable a 

price to be negotiated without competition the reason shall be embodied in a 

recommendation to the Council. 
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Hence, Council can chose to consider only two quotes if it accepts a formal recommendation 

to do so. 

Both of the contractors who have provided quotes have previously been employed by the 

Council, and are known to be competitively priced. Both also have first stage bat 

qualifications which allow them to assess the trees for bat activity: this saves the cost of 

employing an ecologist prior to any work starting.  

Also, for previous contracts, the four other arborists contacted by the Council have either 

not had the first stage bat qualification (three of the four) or in one case proved to be 

extremely expensive. The Council is therefore asked to agree to consider just two quotes for 

this tranche of tree works to enable the work to be completed as soon as possible.  

The following recommendations are made: 

i. that the Council notes that Financial Regulations state that three quotes should be 
obtained, but agrees, given the need to undertake the work before the winter and 
prior knowledge of the two competing contractors, that two quotes are sufficient to 
enable the work to be commissioned.  

ii. that the Council appoints the contractor to carry out the tree works in the Warren 
and South Gardens. 
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