
HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Harting Parish Council in the Community Hall, 

South Harting on Thursday 19 December 2019 at 7.30pm.  

The Press and Public are welcome to attend. 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Declarations of Interest 

3. Minutes – to approve the Minutes of Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 November 2019  

4. Questions from the Public 

5. Matters of Urgent Public Importance – raised with consent of the Chairman. 

6. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

7. Co option of a new councillor for the Harting Ward (see supporting document for briefing note) 

The following recommendation is made: 

To consider the co option and appointment of a new councillor for the Harting Ward 
8. Finance Committee –  To note the unconfirmed minutes of the Finance Committee held on 31st 

October 2019 (attached) and approve the following recommendation (see supporting document for 
briefing note): 
The following recommendation is made:  
that the Council agree the movement of funds accrued in respect of the purchase of a new slide in South 
Gardens from Capital budget heading to Youth Club budget heading.  

9. Grants 2020/21 

The following recommendations are made: 

i) To agree that the Council allocates grants as shown in the draft budget (item 10) for 2020/21 to the 

following: 

a) Harting Community Hall and the War Memorial Playing Field (£2250 each) - £4500 

b) Parish hospital car scheme - £180 

c) Petersfield Citizens Advice Bureau - £300 

d) Allotment rent - £50 

e) The Parish Church and Congregational Church burial grounds (£200 each) - £400 in total 

f) Other applications received from organisations with local connections. 

ii) To agree, as part of their overall grants, that the Council also covers the cost of the insurance premiums 
for Harting Community Hall and the War Memorial Playing Field and the cost of a bookkeeper for the 
former.  

10. Budget and Precept 2020/21 (budget proposal attached) 

The Finance Committee recommends the attached budget for approval, with an increase in precept of 

£10,000 from the level raised in 2019/20.  

It is recommended: 

i) that the Council agree to request £53,100 as the precept from CDC for the year 2020/21 

ii) that the Council agree the Budget for 2020/21 

11. The future of the disused telephone box in West Harting (see supporting document for briefing note) 
The following recommendation is made:  
That the disused telephone box in West Harting and the surrounding area is renovated, provided this is 
at an acceptable cost to the Council, and that one or more volunteers agree to maintain and look after 
the renovated telephone box and the surrounding area for a minimum period of three years. 
 
 



12. ‘Buy a brick’ for Petersfield Museum 
The following recommendation is made:  
that the Council consider whether or not to ‘buy a brick’   inscribed with the name of Harting Parish 
Council at a cost of £30. 
 

13. All Parishes Meeting 10th February 2019 
The All Parishes Meeting will take place at the District Council Offices, Chichester on 10th February 2019 
at 7pm. The clerk and two members of the Council are invited to attend. 
The following recommendation is made: 
To nominate two councillors/clerk to attend the CDC All parishes meeting on 10th February 2019 

 
14. Finance 

14.1. To approve expenditure for December 2019 

Trish Walker Clerk & RFO Salary - December  1,218.49  

HMRC  Tax and NI contributions  155.29  

Trish Walker Clerk Expenses  159.59  

 M H Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass Cutting  166.20  

Harting War Memorial Playing 
Field 

Lengthsman  170.00  

 

14.2. To note income for December 2019 –   None 

14.3. To note that the bank reconciliations for November 2019 have been scrutinised and signed 

by the Chairman of the Finance Committee and will be signed by the Chairman of the 

Council in accordance with the Financial Regulations 

14.4. To note the bank balance as of 30 November 2019 – £45,251.96 

14.5. To note the budget statement for November 2019 

 

15. Planning – To note the minutes of the Planning Meetings held on 21 November 2019 

16. POSAC – To note the minutes of the POSAC Meeting held on 26 November 2019 and to note the 

formation of a Tree and Woodland sub-committee to replace the former Tree Working Group. 

17. Correspondence – Operation Bridge  

18. Clerks report – (attached) 
19. Items for future meetings  
20. Date of next meeting – Council Meeting 16 January 2019 at 7.30pm.  

 
Please see Harting Parish Council website for details contained in the Supporting Document 

 

Supporting Reports  
Harting Parish Council 19 December 2019  

 
 

Agenda Item 7 – Co option of a new councillor for the Harting Ward 

Briefing Note 

As a result of the resignation of Barry Mackay, the Council has a casual vacancy. It has been publicly notified for the 
relevant period, and no poll has been claimed. The vacancy must therefore be filled by co-option.  
Potential candidates have been asked to provide a short resumé to the clerk by  
16 December 2019. The details of any potential candidates will be circulated to the councillors on  17 December and 
will be considered, and a vote will be taken at the Council meeting on 19 December.  
 



The successful candidate must receive an absolute majority vote from the councillors present at the meeting. With 
three candidates, this would mean one must receive more votes than the other two combined in order to be 
successful in the first round of voting. When this is not the case (e.g. 4, 3 and 1), the name of the person having the 
least number of votes is struck off the list and a fresh vote is taken.  
 
A tie in votes may be settled by the casting vote exercisable by the chairman of the meeting.  
 
In accordance with Standing Orders, voting is by a show of hands unless two councillors request that it be by secret 
ballot.  
 

The following recommendation is made: 

To consider the co option and appointment of a new councillor for the Harting Ward 
 
Agenda Item 8 - Finance Committee 
 
Briefing Note  
The following excerpt from the Finance Committee meeting on 1 October 2019 explains: 
 
Movement of Funds   
The members discussed the balance of funds, £3209.91, that had been received from the Youth Club in 
May 2017 when the Club had ceased operating. The funding was given with   
the following conditions:  

  
Harting Parish Council to receive the funds into the precept to be ring fenced and only used for Parks and 
Open Spaces to support new or replacement play equipment in the three areas of the parish - South 
Gardens, Furze Meadow, and a small area on the Harting War Memorial Playing Field.  
Alternatively, may be used at the discretion of the Harting Parish Council to provide initially support funding 
if a new Youth Club is formed.  

  
Earlier in the financial year the Council had purchased and installed a new slide in south Gardens at a cost 
of £5580. The members felt that the new slide satisfied the conditions laid down by the Youth Club, and 
were happy to recommend that the Council offset £3209.91 of the cost of the new slide against the ring 
fenced Youth Club fund.   

 
The following recommendation is made:  
that the Council agree the movement of funds accrued in respect of the purchase of a new slide in South 
Gardens from Capital budget heading to Youth Club budget heading.  

 

Agenda 11 - The future of the disused telephone box in West Harting 

  
Briefing Note 

1. Background and context 

Harting Parish Council owns the decommissioned red telephone box in West Harting, having purchased it 
from BT several years ago. It has fallen into disrepair, with broken windows, scruffy exterior appearance, 
and a lack of maintenance of the verges and immediate surrounding area. It looks dilapidated. (See photo 
at Annex 1). 

The Parish Council, at a recent meeting, agreed the situation should be reviewed, including carrying out a 
“straw poll” regarding what local residents thought and wanted. I was asked to lead on this, partly because 
I live in West Harting, and report back to the Council on the findings and recommendations. 



Simultaneously, BT has notified the Parish Council of their intention to close down, on commercial 
grounds, the existing public telephone service in East Harting. A recent survey of residents in East Harting 
concluded that there is strong support for the Parish Council to adopt and purchase for £1 the telephone 
box under BT’s Adopt a Kiosk’ scheme. 

2 Summary of findings of straw poll 

The distribution to all residents of the new leaflet produced by the Parish Council on the work and role of 
the Parish Council provided a useful opportunity to invite relevant West Harting residents to express their 
thoughts and ideas. This invitation was distributed with the leaflet. Two letters were received back, 
together with around 15 other verbal comments. Relevant extracts of the two letters received are shown 
below.  

“The old telephone box I think is a nice nod to the past, so it should be looked after. I would be happy to 
paint it.” 

“With regard to the telephone box; it has been in its current position for a relatively short period. It used to 
be outside the southern end of the Old Bakery but the residents were continually being disturbed by 
phone users asking for coins to cope with some emergency or other. In my view, technology has moved on 
and we should move on too. The box should be removed and auctioned off at the next Festivities for the 
benefit of the village. I guess someone will enjoy having it as a curiosity in their garden. (We) will consider 
making good the site at our expense subject to no unforeseen (regulatory or other) circumstances. 

Amongst all residents who provided a response, written or verbal, nobody indicated that we should simply 
accept the status quo and do nothing. The responses fell into two groups:  

a)      A minority indicated that the telephone boxes have no useful further role, so should be removed 
completely, and potentially sold. 

b)      A majority preferred that the telephone box should be retained, renovated and then maintained on 
an ongoing basis. This group considered the renovated phone to be “part of the village heritage” and “a 
useful landmark”, which should be preserved. A few respondents suggested additional uses such as a local 
information point or a defibrillator access point. (Hardly anyone knew Harting already has two 
defibrillators). No-one mentioned using the phone box as a book exchange, as is the case in Nyewood. 

Several residents commented that there were more important priorities for use of Council funds, including 
more regular maintenance of the highways and byways, such as hedgerow cutting and clearance of muddy 
deposits caused by heavy vehicles. There was also significant mention of the need for investment in better 
signposting and fingerposts, much of which was dilapidated and looked unsightly. 

3. Conclusions and Recommendations 

The residents who responded were generally in favour of the telephone box being renovated, although the 
issue of making a contribution, financial or otherwise, was only mentioned occasionally. 

On this basis the Council is invited to consider the following recommendation: - 

That the disused telephone box in West Harting and the surrounding area is renovated, provided this is 
at an acceptable cost to the Council, and that one or more volunteers agree to maintain and look after 
the renovated telephone box and the surrounding area for a minimum period of three years. 

John Miller  



Parish Councillor  

11th December 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex 1    Current disused telephone box in West Harting 

 

 

 



Agenda Item 12 – ‘Buy a brick’ for Petersfield Museum 
 
Briefing Note 
 
The Petersfield Museum is undergoing a £2.56m expansion and improvement programme, ‘Pathways into 
the past’.  
As part of this, and to raise funds, the Museum is offering local organisations, individuals and businesses 
the opportunity to ‘buy a brick’ which will be inscribed with ‘Harting Parish Council’ and will be placed 
either at the front of the museum or in the courtyard area.  
Several local councils have already agreed to purchase a brick in support of the scheme.  
The Council is asked to consider whether a personalised brick should be purchased in the name of Harting 
Parish Council.  
 
The following recommendation is made:  
that the Council consider whether or not to ‘buy a brick’   inscribed with the name of Harting Parish Council 
at a cost of £30. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Clerk’s Reports - Harting Parish Council – 19 December 2019 
      
 
Agenda Item 18 
Items raised at previous meetings: 
 

Date first raised 
 

Item Detail Action by Status 

Furze Meadow/Hyde 
Homes 
June 2016 
 (Minute 86) 
 

Possible purchase of the 
play area at Furze 
Meadow, Nyewood 
 

Chairman/ S Br
  
 

Hyde have confirmed that the second stage of the asset review will be 
completed in November 2019. This is not likely to give directives about 
individual sites. A meeting was held with the Site Manager who 
confirmed that the fences would be mended and the play area inspected 
and improved. Subsequent to this the swing seats have been removed. 
Further contact and information is awaited despite many reminders. 

Tree Works 
March 2016 
(Minute 252)  

Tree survey and associated 
tree works, and 
development of tree 
management plan 

SB/ Clerk/AS 
Tree Working 
Group (TWG) 

The final tranche of work is due to be carried out on 12 December to 
remove the ash trees along the stretch of the SSE power line in South 
Gardens. This work was delayed due to the SSE timescale to shut off the 
power. 
This will mean the re-profiling of the paths leading to the loading bay. It 
is anticipated that all works, the reprofiling of the paths as well as the 
provision of a bund across the loading bay area will be completed during 
the week ending 20 December.  
The Tree Working Group is meeting with the Forestry Commission and 
representatives of the SDNPA on 18 December to discuss the options 
and timescales for replanting and any associated grants that may be 
available. A verbal update from this will be given at the Council meeting 
in December.  
A report will be given to the January Council meeting.  

Traffic Working 
Group 
(Minute 153) 

A working group was 
created to address the 
problems of traffic and 
speeding in the village of 
South Harting 

Traffic working 
group 

The Traffic Working Group is currently working on the 3 priorities 
detailed at the September Council meeting; 

• Crossing at south gardens 

• Petersfield road calming measures 

• Junction by the shop 



The SID has been ordered and delivery is expected by the time of the 
next Council meeting. Installation will take place once the appropriate 
permissions have been received from WSCC. 
Further research is being carried out with regard to the Speedwatch.  

Drop in sessions 
(Minute 127 – Sept 
2019) 

To hold monthly Saturday 
morning drop-in sessions 
at the White Hart 

AOAC There were no enquiries at the December drop in session.  
 

Online Banking  To investigate online 
banking to enable the 
setup and operation of a 
deposit account 

 Pending the further change of bank signatories 

 

 Trish Walker - Clerk 

 

 



 


