
 

Wildlife Watching – Updated 7/5/2020 

Spring has sprung and there’s much to see, hear and learn from the ever-changing natural world all 

around us. In the coming weeks we are hoping to bring you updates and news from around the 

Parish. From news of the first cuckoo (already arrived and recorded) to what’s unusual about a gold 

finch’s nest.  

Check back regularly to see what’s been added. 

This week: 

Stephen Blunden reports: We have a Robin nesting in our wood shed, resident 

large slow worm that lives under the gazebo (we spotted him last year and he’s 

put in another appearance this year), hedgehog which visits most night, and 

frogs... 

Joyce Whatley reports: Had a male yellow hammer bathing in our pond this 

week. Think he and his mate are nesting locally as have seen them both.. 

Sarah Wilcox Reports: Swallows are back at Hill Ash and nesting in the stables!! 

Week 2: From Facebook: 

I hope you have all heard about the Parish Wildlife Group started by Julie 
Albury, and posting sightings on here. 

First, let me introduce my family. We live in Elsted 3rd drive on the left as you come into from 
Harting - Ted and Tessa are both birders and I am a botanist so like all nerds we keep lists… 

I won’t bore you with every sighting, as their bird list so far is 31 species (including 2 heard) so far 
but here are a few highlights during lockdown so far, 

Tessa heard her first Cuckoo just south of Redlands corner on March 28th, on our last walk before 
we had to start shielding and stay in, due to vulnerable health problems. 

Marsh Tits come regularly to our feeders so we assume they must be nesting nearby, and we were 
woken up by a Song Thrush singing this morning. 

But we have not yet seen any Swallows sadly though I gather some folk locally have. 

I hope you have all been able to see the swathes of Bluebells and Wild Garlic in the woods, perhaps 
you have also seen some Early Purple orchids. 

If you have found any plants of interest, please do send me/or post photos and I endeavor to 
identify them for you. Close-ups with details of the flowers and leaves will help identification. 

Dawn Nelson 

Kaye Charman Thanks Dawn we have seen two swallows on Sunday 

morning, we have tree sparrows, blackbirds nesting in our garden so are 

watching and listening carefully for sounds of hungry young. We have a 

hedgehog who is visiting most nights       we also saw some cowslips on our 

walk. We live in Lower Culvers. 

Cathy Coventry Hi Dawn, we’re at warrenside and have a Badger, fox and hedgehog visiting atm. 

Birds atm are sparrows, goldfinches, starlings, blackbirds, robins, green finches,blue tits, doves and 

pigeons. Had a sparrow hawk in the garden this morning. Also buzzards and red kites around. 



Julie Albury Awesome, thanks Dawn Nelson! I have 2 male pheasants in the garden - unusual as they 

usually chase each other away, especially as there's been a female about who I assume may be 

brooding some eggs somewhere. I also have long tail tits and tits of all ilk. Not sure what a marsh tit 

looks like, must look that up. Lots of blackbirds, robins, There's also a woodpecker, actually both sorts 

are about, and I now have a pair of blue tits in a bird box with noisy, very noisy sparrows either side 

of them - they must wonder what's going on! 

Elizabeth Richardson Hi dawn, dad has swallows in his garage - every year they nest in there. Hope 

you are all well xx 

Dawn Nelson Thanks for all the lovely input, we added one more bird to our list yesterday, a Collard 

dove, haven't had one in the garden for years, though I know they are locally common. 

Week 1:  

We have our own resident Botanist, so if you have flowers that you would like to identify, please 

send a clear photo and, if possible, get details of the flower, 

leaves, fruits, habitat and any other available info to aid 

identification. Send these via the Harting Facebook Group page 

to Dawn Nelson, 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/472170802963663/. It is a 

membership group so if you’re not already a member you will 

need to request membership. 

This week (w/e 24th April) we’ve had reports of the first swallows arriving, from Sue Wright at 

Nyewood House. We also have had reports of sightings of Roe Deer from Michael Casement, Emily 

Iredale, Philippa Franklin and lots of others across the Parish. It’s the season for them to give birth. 

Fallow deer sightings are regularly reported too, plus hares, and even weasels at Turkey Island! 

We have a video on that page of a Badger and Fox, practicing social distancing, from Dennis Guy.  

Chichester Peregrines (1st egg laid on 30th March, should start hatching in early May): 

http://carnyxlive.co.uk/jwplayer/streams/chichester720ssl.html and 

https://chichesterperegrinesblog.co.uk/  

Ospreys - Loch Arkaig osprey cam 

Follow the story of a resident osprey pair, Louis and Aila, live from the heart of an ancient 

Caledonian pine forest. 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/osprey-cam/  

Have something to contribute? Please send it by email to juliealbury@yahoo.co.uk and we’ll try to 

get it onto Facebook for you – or if you’re a member of the Harting Group page, then why not add 

it yourself? 
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