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 Harting Parish Meetings from 1950 to 1956 

 
A Special parish Meeting was held on Tuesday January 24th 1950 at 8pm in the Shaxson Hall, 
to consider the tree felling in the Warren.  There were about 55 parishioners, including 
members of the Parish Council, present.    The Chairman was Sir Blyth Wace.   
Sir Blyth Wace stated that he had, as Chairman of the Parish Council, convened the meeting 
for the purpose of giving the history of the case and giving the full facts, and that after the 
statement he would welcome criticism and discussion.    Sir Blyth stated that he proposed to 
deal with the matter under six headings – 1) History of events, 2) Publicity, 3) Nature of Advice 
taken, 4) Factors effecting the decision, 5) Progress of the work, 6) Present criticisms.   
(Concerning history) The Chairman then dealt with the terms of the bequest, (being) the gift 
of the Warren by Sir Philip Reckitt to the village of Harting, for the perpetual use thereof by 
the residents, the land to be reserved as a recreation ground, beauty spot and timber reserve.  
No felling to be done without the consent of the donors.  Early in 1947 the fall of trees across 
the road and the difficulty and expense of (their) removal drew attention to the danger from 
other trees.  After an inspection by members of the PC and Mr Orr, agent of the Littlegreen 
estate, certain trees were removed.  The question of replacing these and replanting then 
arose, and the Forestry Commission was called in to advise.   The report of the private 
Woodlands Officer was received Jan 1948, considered by the PC 29/1/1948, and then referred 
to the Parish Meeting held on 23/3/1948.  Although criticism was made of the varieties of 
trees he proposed to replant (with) the Woodlands Officer’s report was adopted and the 
disposal of any profits should be the concern of the Parish Meeting with replanting the first 
charge.   
The sale of the Littlegreen Estate and the difficulty of getting in touch with the new owner in 
order to obtain his consent under the terms of the gift caused delay, but in March 1949 
consent was obtained from Messrs Green.  Two tenders for felling and replanting were 
obtained and this was reported at the Annual Parish Meeting of 29/3/1949.  A resolution was 
adopted that more tenders be obtained, and wider publicity be given, with a time limit for 
tenders to be received by 29/3/1949.  It was also decided that a Special Parish Meeting be 
called later to decide on the disposal of the money received.    Five tenders were received, 
and the Parish Council decided to accept that of Spencer Mills Sawmills, which not only 
offered the highest price but also embodied a complete and well-considered replanting 
scheme under the supervision of a qualified and experienced Forestry Advisor.  The scheme 
also included necessary thinning in the remaining area, and removal of a group of trees 
threatening the cottages.    This is the scheme which, said the Chairman, is now being carried 
out, and that felling had now been completed (with the exception of one or two leaning and 
diseased trees), clearing of the area for replanting had begun and protective fencing would 
shortly be erected.  Owing however to delays actual planting would not be undertaken until 
autumn. 
The Chairman then dealt with the question of publicity.  Sir Blyth said that notices of the 
Annual Parish Meetings had been at these places (Church, Chapel, Parish Notice Board) in 
accordance with statutory requirements and in addition, owing to the importance of these 
annual meetings in the scheme of Local Government, notices had been posted in East and 
West Harting and Nyewood.  The Chairman had also at the beginning of June written to the 
various local papers giving details of what was proposed. 
Coming to the question of Advice taken, the Chairman said that letters to the press had cast 
doubt on this advice, and also whether any advice had been taken.   As previously stated, the 
advice taken was that of the Forestry Commission, who were obviously the best fitted to 
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advise.  Conflicting reports concerning the original report probably arose because this report 
had been mislaid at the Forestry Commission’s office.  When felling started, the Chairman 
invited the Conservator of Forests to make a personal inspection, and this officer agreed 
entirely with the report and was satisfied with the situation.  Present advice is being given by 
an independent Forestry Advisor with wide experience in this type of work.  
The Chairman said there was of course the possibility of honest difference of opinion and 
after all experts differed.  However there were four main considerations which influenced the 
Parish Council in arriving at a Decision – Amenity, Public safety, Silviculture, Finance.  Amenity 
was most important, but the Council must not only consider the present but the future.  
Although, said Sir Blyth, the Warren was remembered as a beauty spot, when the Councillors 
came to consider the area it was found to be a jungle of undergrowth with various trees 
present beside the beeches.   Regarding Safety, the Parish Council could not possibly take 
risks in view of likely damage from fallen trees and branches.  It was not claimed that all the 
trees which had been felled were dangerous or diseased, but a high number were, and others 
could not be left in dangerous positions to cause difficulty and hinderance in replanting this 
area, the felling and replanting being a normal sylvicultural operation and also in line with the 
deed of gift.  Sir Blyth then dealt with Finance.  It had been regarded with horror that the 
Council should consider finance, but they were trustees and it was their duty to do so for they 
were responsible for the maintenance of the capital value of this property and for the 
prevention of avoidable expenditure, either on the removal of dead or useless timber or on 
damages from accidents.  During progress of the work there was delay due to the change in 
Directors of the firm, and a serious mistake was made whereby a small section was felled 
which should not have been felled.  Sir Blyth said that for that he must take full responsibility, 
(as) he was away at the time and when he came back the regrettable thing had happened.  
Continuing, Sir Blyth said that under the terms of the contract the area would be cleaned up, 
and that re-planting would be done, and the fencing erected.   Dealing with criticism that the 
Parish Council had acted irresponsibly without proper professional advice and from 
discreditable financial motives Sir Blyth said that fullest consideration had been given to all 
the facts involved.  It was unfair to say that this scheme had been launched to obtain funds 
for this or that, and in any case any funds obtained could only be dealt with with the consent 
of the Parish Meeting and the Ministry of Health.  A beauty spot had not been spoiled without 
adequate reason.  At the present moment of course the area was a mess, but it was necessary 
to make that sacrifice for the future and it was unfair to compare the beauty it was with the 
devastation now.  Sir Blyth pointed out that at the Parish Meeting there had been long and 
keen discussions, and if any of those present had not been there it was up to them as 
constitutional electors to accept the decisions made.    Sir Blyth added that it was the right 
and duty of all electors to attend, and that the 1949 Parish Meeting had been attended by 
between 60 and 70 parishioners, a larger number than those present at the present meeting.  
Looking back it might have been better to have displayed plans of the area, but these had not 
been asked for at the Parish Meeting, or not one at which he had been present as a 
parishioner for at (the) time he was not a member of the Council.  
Concluding, the Chairman said arising from the present campaign of criticism nothing was to 
be gained and everything to be lost if this bad blood be continued.  Sir Blyth said he proposed 
to throw the meeting open for discussion and proposals, and if the meeting felt in any 
resolution it subsequently passed that the Parish Council was in any way to blame then the 
Councillors would accept it and would be glad to make way for other people to take on the 
burden although it had been noticeable that at the election it appeared that few were willing 
for only eight candidates had been nominated for eleven seats.  
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Sir Herbert Meade-Fetherstonhaugh said that the area had been destroyed and nothing could 
stop it. He had looked at some of the butts of the trees and found many as sound as a bell.  
He thought that with judicious cutting only about 20 needed to have been felled.   In autumn 
the trees were one of the most wonderful things in England, and are good for another 50 
years or more.  If there was nothing in the financial side of the felling, then they had been 
destroyed for nothing at all.   Regarding advice, Sir Herbert said of course timber firms and 
(the) Forestry Commission always advocate cutting.  He did not think sufficient publicity had 
been given despite official notices and they should have been a ‘round robin’ to see if the 
felling was wished.   
Lady Fetherstonhaugh said many beauty spots had been destroyed for the same purpose – 
finance. 
Mr Hosking said that no one was more sad than he to see old trees cut but when trees were 
old they had to come down. 
Mr Castle-Smith mentioned the system used in S America of marking trees to be cut and he 
regretted the wholesale massacre.    The Chairman said (the) trees had been marked in the 
area to be thinned, but that certain trees had to be felled to allow clear felling and that some 
trees were 100 years old and might come down and injure young trees.   
Mrs Cooper said that she thought they had not visualised the area to be felled and had 
thought the trees affected were at the side of the road.     In reply to another speaker on the 
number felled, the Hon Mrs Hope said that the number had been given. 
Mr Baird said that nobody had seen the report and the Chairman replied that nobody had 
asked him for a copy but he had it before (him?) and he read the appropriate part relating to 
the felling. 
Questions were asked by Mr Richard Fetherstonhaugh and others regarding numbers, 
measurement, method of paying etc.    Lady Fetherstonhaugh and Mr R Baird mentioned the 
winter gales and the fact that only one tree fell.  The Chairman said it was fortunate that no 
one had been hurt.   
Other speakers stressed the point that the planting was for the future.  Maj-Gen L R Hawes 
who said that he had vivid memories of the Parish Meeting which he had attend as a 
parishioner, for he had not been on the Council then, had hated to see the trees come down 
pleaded that they should forget “the incident and let us go on as before”. 
Mr Cooper thanked the chairman for his explanation.  A number of questions followed 
regarding the barrier, fencing etc, and it was stated that the tender was for £1,100 with 
replanting to cost about £420 with possibly clearing costs.  
The Chairman, winding up, emphasised that the whole matter had been considered on its 
merits and he sincerely hoped that now the meeting had expressed its opinion freely criticism 
would die down and the Council would be allowed to go on and replant.  Sir Blyth added that 
if this discussion has made more people conscious of their rights and duty to attend Parish 
Meetings then it has done good.   
Sir Herbert M Fetherstonhaugh expressed on behalf of the meeting thanks to Sir Blyth Wace.  
 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Shaxson Hall on Tuesday 28th March 1950 at 8pm.     
Sir Blyth Wace was in the Chair and there were nearly 70 parishioners present.   The minutes 
of the last Annual Parish Meeting were read and signed. 
Regarding the telephone kiosks the Chairman said that only two kiosks were allowed 
throughout the RDC area.  One was allocated to W Harting abd before further steps could be 
taken a telephone kiosk was set up in the High Street and therefore it was not possible to 
have it at Putmans Lane.    
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The Chairman reported that the Shaxson Hall was this year self-sufficient.  The Minutes of the 
Special Meeting of Jan 24th were read and signed.   
Mr Grover reported on the Feoffee Charity which was distributed on Dec 3rd - £30/9/- in cash, 
Coal £33/10/-, Bread £2/4/-.  The expenses came to £17/3/6.  The expenditure was £77/6/6, 
the income £81/6/4.  Admiral Sir H Fetherstonhaugh reported on the Fetherstonhaugh 
Charity.  He said that the poor received bread, milk and coal but not money.   There was £80 
in the fund. Mr G C English, reporting on the Warren Bequest, said that 24 old persons 
received benefit from £12 income.  He also mentioned that the Smith’s Charity was 
responsible for passing £9/10/- to the RDC for the relief of the rates.  Mrs Frisby mentioned 
the Puckridge Bequest which helped towards the apprenticing (of) young boys.  
The Chairman gave a review on the Housing situation.  He said that 28 houses had been 
erected in Tipper Lane and that 5 houses has still to be built but a deadlock had arisen because 
the Power tender was higher than the Ministry would allow.  Regarding the Nyewood site 
negotiations were still taking place between valuer and owner.   
Turning to the Water Scheme the Chairman said that water had been laid on in many cases.  
Answering questions regarding estimates etc, Mr Davey the Chairman of the Water 
Committee of the RDC, explained that costs had to cover wages, materials, transport, 
overheads, the reinstatement of the road, and that sometimes more had to be done than 
anticipated hence increased costs.  The Chairman said that the County Council was 
proceeding to clear up the mess in Tipper Lane. 
Referring to the Warren fellings, Sir Blyth said that with the drier weather it was hoped to 
hasten the clearing up of the area, and to have the footpaths and walks cleared.  There was 
no more felling except for the clearing of unsightly wisps of trunks and diseased and deformed 
limbs.  Mr Castle-Smith enquired about the trees which had apparently been lopped.  The 
Chairman said he would make enquiries and meet Mr Smith on the spot.   In answer to Mrs 
Samways the Chairman said that the fencing would be placed round the felled area.   In 
answer to Mr Coombes Sir Blyth said that the replanting would be done by a timber replanting 
and forestry firm.  In answer to Mrs Yeatman the Chairman said that the trees for replanting 
would be beech with some ash and maple. 
Arising from a question by Mrs Hayes re the contract, the Chairman said that the sums due 
etc would be adjusted.  Sir Blyth told Sir H Meade – Fetherstonhaugh that the Chairman had 
signed the contract on behalf of the Parish Council.   
The Chairman then dealt with the Footpaths and Rights of Way, saying that the nationwide 
survey would take three years and that the Council had received offers of help from 
parishioners.  A map showing footpaths etc was on display for benefit of the meeting.  
Arising from a question by Mr Warlock the Chairman said the drive through the Warren had 
never been a public drive and was a footpath and there was no obstruction.  
Dealing with the Tree Preservation Orders the Chairman said that the RDC had asked for lists 
of trees suitable for preservation.  Any parishioner could submit lists.  The question of 
compensation to the owners was also mentioned.    Mr Cooper spoke of the filling of the hole 
at the entrance to the South Gardens.   
Dealing with the Festival of Britain and the part to be played by the Parish Council, the 
Chairman mentioned tree planting, beautifying of the countryside, sports etc.    Mr Coombes 
proposed that a committee be selected to consider suggestions and later made proposals to 
the Parish Meeting.  This was seconded by Mr M Fraser and the proposal carried with two 
dissentions. The committee was then selected as follows: - Sir B Wace, Mrs Flory, Mr 
Coombes, Mr M Fraser and the Clerk.  The Committee to have powers to co-opt. 
On proposal from Mr G Bullitt and seconded by Cmdr MacGuire it was decided to submit to 
the RDC the name ‘Culverts(sic)’ for the new housing estate at Tipper Lane. 
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A Special Parish Meeting was held on Tuesday October 10th 1950 at 7pm in the Shaxson Hall.  
Sir Blyth Wace was in the Chair, and there were 45 parishioners present. 
Sir Blyth said that as the two items on the Agenda – The Proposals for the Festival of Britain 
and the Disposal of the Proceeds of the Warren – were linked together he proposed, if the 
meeting agreed, to reverse the order and take the Warren affairs first.  The meeting agreed. 
Sir Blyth then briefly gave the position as follows, that £1,286/1/6 was due from Spencer 
Woods sawmills and that allowing £20/8/10 for beech left standing, £5 for pulling root, and 
£120 for fencing, £1,140/12/8 had been received.  Of this £301 was earmarked for re-planting 
as per contract, £30 for three years maintenance @£10 per annum, and £23/9/-  paid to Mr 
Aitkins for professional services, this leaving a profit of £786/3/8.  Adding this to the amount 
on (made by?) the Warren trees in 1947, the amount for disposal was £897/3/3.   Sir Blyth 
said it was agreed that the first call should be replanting.  There were two points to be 
considered, whether (permission?) for spending the donation of the Ministry of Health was 
required, and whether profits accruing from the management of the Warren could under (the 
terms of) the Trust be used for purposes outside the Warren.  
He had been informed that the sanction of the Ministry was not required, and that the Trust 
contained no directions as to monies received.  Sir Blyth said that the Parish Council had at its 
last meeting resolved that the bulk of the money be invested, and the income be used for the 
upkeep of the Warren. 
A general discussion then followed, and among those who spoke were Captain Yeatman, Mr 
Garman, Mrs Hope, Mrs Hutt, Commander Little, Mrs Samways, Commander Maquire, Lady 
Fetherstonhaugh and Mr Halfhide raising and discussing such questions as care of trees, 
making of swimming pool, provision of seats in the Warren, making of hard tennis court and 
bowling green.  The Chairman satisfactorily dealt with these points, and finally Mrs Samways 
(proposed) and Commander Maquire seconded that the bulk of the money be invested, and 
the income be invested and used for the upkeep of the trees in the Warren.  Lady 
Fetherstonhaugh proposed and Mr Castle-Smith seconded an amendment that the whole 
money be invested.   This amendment was carried by 2 votes to 15, and so became the 
decision of the meeting. 
The meeting then considered the Festival of Britain, “in the certain knowledge that we have 
no money other than ordinary income”, said Sir Blyth.  He listed certain suggestions which 
had been made.   They were the provision of a village name sign of artistic merit, the 
acquisition of an area adjoining the Warren to open up the view but this had been ruled out 
as the owner was unwilling to sell, areas at East Harting and Nyewood to be repaired and 
cleaned as children’s playgrounds, tree planting on the new housing estate, provision of a bus 
shelter in the village, exhibition of Harting Past and Present, buy and distribute some form of 
souvenir of the Festival to the children. 
The meeting then discussed the suggestions.  The difficulty and cost of maintaining children’s 
playgrounds arose.  Mr Hayes said that he understood that the tree planting on the new 
estate had already been decided at a previous Parish Meeting, and that he proposed this be 
carried out as a normal function of the Council in improving the amenities of the village.  The 
Chairman said that the cost of the trees was approximately £20.  Mr Hayes proposition was 
then carried.   Captain Yeatman proposed and Mrs Hope seconded that the village has an 
exhibition and that if possible it be staged in the Shaxson Hall, and that a sub-committee be 
appointed to arrange and consider details as to place(?) etc.  This was carried by 19 to 11.  
The following sub-committee was appointed – The Hon Mrs Hope, Mrs Hayes, Lady 
Fetherstonhaugh, Mrs Wright, Rev Hunter, Commander Maguire, Mr Cors, Mr Jones and Sir 
Blyth Wace, with power to co-opt. 
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Commander Little proposed and Mrs Willis seconded that the village name sign be a simple 
and artistic design, that a replica be shown at the exhibition and that it be paid for out of the 
profits, if any, of the exhibition.  Carried.    
 
A Special Parish Meeting was held on Monday January 16th 1951 at 7pm in the Shaxson Hall.  
Sir Blyth Wace was in the chair and there were about 30 parishioners present.  
The minutes of the Special Parish Meeting of October 10th 1950 were read and signed.  
Sir Blyth said that the meeting had been called in accordance with the Access to the 
Countryside Act.  The Parish Council had carried out a survey with the help of co-opted 
parishioners.  The Rights of Way had been displayed for public inspection on November 13th  
- 15th, and the reports and claims submitted to the Parish Council on January 8th, and now the 
Parish Meeting’s duty was to pass the claims for the consideration of the County Council.  
Questions were asked as to who was responsible for the upkeep of the paths and the answer 
was given that in the last stage the County Council was responsible for the paths out of the 
rates, but the landowners had certain responsibilities such as removing obstructions and 
erecting stiles. 
Mr Richard Fetherstonhaugh speaking on behalf of his father the owner of Uppark said that 
though there were no rights of way across Uppark grounds he was pleased to allow any 
parishioner the privilege of using the paths. 
Mrs Samways asked if certain paths given in the lists as footpaths could not be listed as Bridle 
Paths.  Sir Blyth said that the duty of the Council was to give the state of affairs that exit now 
not what it ought to be, and that it was up to individual parishioners wishing to add paths or 
change status to make good their claims.  Mrs Hope, Captain Yeatman, Mrs Hosking, Mr 
Garman and others also spoke on this question of claiming certain paths and their status, and 
finally Commander Maguire proposed and Mr Hosking seconded that the list of paths as 
published be forwarded to the County Council, together with a supplementary list giving other 
paths claimed by parishioners and containing comments on these claims by the Parish 
Council.  This was agreed to with one dissentient.   The meeting was then closed. 
Sir Blyth then opened the meeting for the consideration of proposals for the Festival of 
Britain.  He said that the Parish Meeting had selected a committee to consider the idea of an 
exhibition of Harting past and present local history etc.  The committee had to consider the 
question of how to finance this exhibition and had appealed to various people for guaranteed 
funds of not less than £50.  His appeal had brought in £20 in cash and £9 promised.  The 
committee had considered that they were not justified in proceeding with arrangements 
unless more funds were forthcoming and that (as) £50 was the minimum needed the 
Committee hope to recoup this money by entrance fees and other methods.  In view of this 
he thought that the meeting should reconsider the decision not to allow costs to fall on the 
rates, or to guarantee funds from other sources.  Mr Bate proposed and Mrs Samways 
seconded that the Parish should not go ahead with the proposed exhibition.  Arising from this 
the Chairman answering questions said that the exhibition would be a series of bays 
representing periods of history in Harting, everyday life, relief maps, drawings, documents, 
historic names, great events as a background, also photos and pictures of local scenes etc.   
The Chairman in answer to Mr Hayes, who asked how the village as a whole responded to the 
appeal, said that only certain people had been approached.   
Following further discussion Mrs Garman proposed and Mrs Hosking seconded the following 
amendment that “That the village shall proceed with the proposal that the exhibition be held 
but before doing so an appeal should be made to the village in general to accumulate by 15th 
February the sum of £50 so that the exhibition be adequately financed, and in case this sum is 
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not reached by Feb 15th the proposal to hold the exhibition be dropped in which case the 
money subscribed be returned.”  This was carried by 12 votes, to 4 against.  
 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Shaxson Hall on Tuesday 13th March 1951 at 
7.30pm.  Sir Blyth Wace was in the Chair and there were nearly 3o parishioners present.    
The Minutes of the 1950 Annual Parish Meeting were read and signed. 
Mr Grover reported on the Feoffee Charity which was distributed on October 2nd.  72 old 
people received cash and coal and 5 big families also received help.  Approx £60 was 
expended from an income of £81. 
Sir H Fetherstonhaugh reported on the Fetherstonhaugh Charity said that £65 had been 
expended on coal and bread etc, and that one sick parishioner had been given a mattress 
while another had been given help in receiving a specialist medical examination. 
A report from Mr English showed that the Smith Charity had benefited the rates by £9/10/-, 
and that the Commander Warren Bequest had helped 24 old and deserving cases to the 
extent of £12.  
Sir Herbert said that the Trustees of the Oliver Whitby school were awaiting the minister’s 
comment, and then the money received from the sale of the school would provide nine 
scholarships at Christ’s Hospital. Horsham and that one would be for a Harting boy who would 
be required to pass the High School test. 
The Chairman, in the course of his yearly report, said that the drainage and water schemes 
were almost complete, and that correspondence had been exchanged with the RDC 
concerning the cost of connection to the sewerage.  The flooding at the entrance to South 
Gardens he hoped would be cured by the clearing of the drains by the District Surveyor.  Re 
housing, no further houses had been erected but that roads in preparation for the next 
instalment of houses would be laid down during the year.  Opposition from the Parish Council 
and the parishioners of Nyewood against the RDC’s proposal to abandon the Nyewood 
housing project had been successful, and that scheme would be proceeded with.  The Council 
had completed the Survey of Rights of Way, and the list had been sent to the RDC for 
transmission to the County Council.   They found that many Rights of Way were badly 
obstructed, and this question would have to be taken up later with the various owners.   The 
replanting of the Warren has been completed.  300 young beech trees had been planted and 
the clearing and cleaning was nearly completed.    The Council had decided to invest £1,000 
from the sale of the trees in 3% Defence Bonds.  The Shaxson Hall has been redecorated and 
the financial position of the Hall was satisfactory last year, but it might be that with the 
opening up of the Church Hall the position might be complicated.  
Parishioners then commented on the flooding at the entrance to S.Gardens giving various 
reasons for this and suggesting remedies.  The rails around the stocks received attention and 
the questions were satisfactorily answered by the Chairman.  
The Chairman then reported on the Festival of Britain committee’s work and stated that the 
£50 had not been reached and therefore the money subscribed had been returned to the 
donors.  The Committee, in these circumstances, were of the opinion that the proposal to 
hold an exhibition could not go through.  Mr Garman asked if a house-to-house collection had 
been held, and was answered that the Committee felt that this was impractical.  Mr Garman 
then asked why he having attended the Committee’s meeting on Jan 22nd (he) had not been 
invited to further meetings.  The Chairman replied that at a previous Parish Meeting Mr 
Garman had made constructive proposals and had been invited to attend and give his advice 
but that since that date it was found that Mr Garman’s political affiliations meant that his 
views were incompatible with those of the other members of the committee.  Mr Garman 
said that in fact he had been excluded because he held different political views from the other 
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members.  He then proposed that this Annual Meeting reject the proposal of the Festival of 
Britain sub-committee that the exhibition be not held.  Mrs Garman seconded but the 
proposal was lost.  A parishioner asked whether a man’s political ideas or his ability to serve 
decided suitability to be on a committee.  The Chairman replied that the decision in this case 
rested on the fact that the Festival of Britain was to celebrate various ideas, national feelings 
etc held by the English people and that the profession and practice of the Communist Party 
all over the world were inconsistent with these ideas.  [nb the above text was considerably 
amended from the original statement, nowhere else in the minutes up to this point had this 
happened.  Was it a very controversial situation and statement by Sir B Wace?] -  
General Hawes drew attention to the disfiguring of the countryside by the depositing of pots 
and pans etc and proposed that working parties be formed in the various parts of the village, 
and that the general clearing up and brightening of the village be the official task for the 
Festival of Britain.  Mr Garman seconded, and Mrs Wicks and others spoke in support.  Finally, 
however it was agreed that this be an opinion and not an official commitment.  It was 
proposed by Mr Winter and seconded by Rev F Hunter that the parish keep the British Legion 
in the proposed chain of bonfires.  Carried.  The question of having a village name sign was 
shelved but on a proposal by Mrs Hayes, seconded by Mr Jones, it was resolved that the 
question of having a bus shelter be still investigated.   
Sir Blyth Wace spoke of Civil Defence, mentioning the divisions Wardens, WVS, Welfare and 
asking people to get in touch with the Midhurst RDC.   General Hawes spoke on the ambulance 
and the National Hospital Service Reserve.    Questions were asked about telephones in E 
Harting, the clearing of EC pails in Nyewood and the future of the standpipe near the stocks.    
 
A Special Parish Meeting was held on June 18th 1951 at 7.30pm in the Shaxson Hall.  The 
business of the meeting was discussion of the costs of installing the sewerage in the various 
properties. 
There were 70 present including Parish Councillors and Mr Bennett, chairman of Midhurst 
RDC, Cllrs Morgan Grenville and Mr Davey and officials of the RDC.  Sir Blyth Wace was in the 
Chair, who introduced the various gentlemen from Midhurst and then called upon Capt 
Morgan Grenville to outline the history of the drainage and sewerage scheme.  Capt Morgan 
Grenville referred to the number of times in the past that the Harting Brook had been 
considered by the Rural and Parish Councils, and that finally in 1937 the Ministry of Health 
approved the planning of a drainage scheme.  After a survey in 1939 it was passed and 
approved but was held up owing to the War, but was put in hand in 1947 – 49, and is now 
almost finished.  He said that the Midhurst and Easebourne drainage scheme had been paid 
for by those parishes but the Harting scheme was being paid for by the Rural District as a 
whole.   There were difficulties in connection owing to the presence of rock and chalk and 
also because of the presence of old properties.  He said that in time the connection must be 
made, and the free emptying of cesspools must be discontinued.  He pointed out that the 
Council were authorised in special cases to allow payment over a period at a low rate of 
interest.  He urged property owners to get together and so cut down the costs.  Mr Banks 
raised the question of property 100 yards from the main sewerage and the clerk of the RDC 
replied that properties beyond 100 feet from the drainage could not be compelled to go on 
the drainage provided a cesspool was efficient.  In reply to another parishioner he said the 
same ruling applied to a septic tank even close to the drainage.  Mr Swaite referred to the 
Compton and West Marden scheme whereby the laterals were carried to the boundaries of 
the properties and asked why this could not have been done here and the expense borne by 
all.  The Clerk to the RDC said that of all the neighbouring authorities only the Chichester RDC 
had done it that way.  Many questions and much discussion centred around the cost and 
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answers from the RDC officials showed that under the Public Health Act 1936, the cost could 
be borne by the Council over a number of years at 4%, the period, probably five years, to be 
decided by the Council.  Then advances would be made on individual applications, the Council 
paying for the work and then recovering by instalments under agreement.  That the number 
of permits might limit the work that 8% capital charge could be made to the tenant, that the 
Council had not the staff nor the obligation to connect, and therefore better to employ local 
builders.   Following a suggestion, the RDC technical adviser agreed to try and get the 
properties arranged in blocks and then the owners to come together and so lower costs.  
Although the cost question came up again nothing fresh ensued and the meeting supported 
Sir Blyth Wace thanks to RDC members and officials for their consideration and willingness to 
help.  
 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Shaxson Hall on Tuesday March 11th 1952 at 7pm.  
Sir Blyth Wace was in the Chair and there were about 60 parishioners present.    
The minutes of the 1951 Meeting were read and signed.  
Mr Graver reporting on the Feoffee Charity reported that this had been distributed on 
December 1st and that 65 men and women over 70 years of age had received gifts including 
cash and coal, that 24 special cases had received help ranging from 5s to £1, that 24 orphans 
had received 2/6 and 2 loaves for a period each, and that 5 large families had received money 
and bread.   
Mrs Flory reported that again the Commander Warren Bequest had benefitted 24 old and 
deserving cases to the extent of a total of £12.   Mrs Flory also reported that the 
Fetherstonhaugh Charity had helped old parishioners with coal, bread and clothing. 
The Chairman before beginning his yearly report mentioned that the Parish elections would 
be held in May and that the Civil Defence Services needed wardens.   Sir Blyth Wace said that 
he proposed to give his annual report in sections and to take observations etc before 
preceding to the next section.    He dealt first with the Water and Sewerage schemes, stating 
that these had been completed and that a Special Parish Meeting had been called to discuss 
the cost of connections.   In the discussion which followed Mr Hayes asked if any parishioner 
had applied to the RDC for loans in connection with the scheme.  Mr Bate, our representative 
on the RDC, said that one or two had done so, and he believed the time of loan to be 20 years.  
Mr R Fetherstonhaugh, the other representative, advised that people desiring to take up a 
loan to write to the RDC. 
Housing was next dealt with by Sir Blyth, who said that during the year protests from the 
Parish Council had gone to the Rural District Council concerning Culvers No 2 estate, and the 
fact that roads and layout had been altered without consultation with the PC.  The reason 
given by the RDC, namely that delay would be caused could not be accepted by the Parish 
Council who intended to pursue the matter further with the RDC and County Council.   Mr R 
Fetherstonhaugh said that in future there would be closer co-operation between the RDC and 
Parish Council.  The tender for the houses in No 2 Culvers estate had been considered too 
high by Whitehall, but now in the new layout it was possible to build 35 dwellings and the 
new design of these had reduced the price, and subject to this price being considered right 
by Whitehall this site and that at Nyewood would be completed this year.  Parishioners asked 
questions re design, and the new road came in for a lot of criticism.  It was stated that the 
County Council considered this type to be cheaper to maintain in the long run.  Parishioners 
were at liberty to question cost.   
Sir Blyth then dealt with the question of Rights of Way in the Parish, stating that the map and 
list of paths claimed had now gone from the Midhurst RDC to the County Council at 
Chichester.    There had been a divergence of opinion over certain paths through Uppark, and 
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the Parish Council felt that in view of this it could not claim or judge on the merits of the 
claims and had left it to the neutral court of the County Council.    Since then the Harting 
Downs had become the cause of dispute.  This lead to various questions from parishioners 
regarding the general rights of parishioners over the Downs, the question of ownership, 
grazing rights etc, and after a lengthy discussion in which old rights of grazing were claimed it 
was resolved to write to the Lord of the Manor enquiring as to the action of his claims over 
the Downs, whether this was claimed as freehold rights and whether he possessed evidence 
to support these claims it was felt that the owner would be for the guidance of the 
parishioners.   
Sir Blyth then passed on to the Warren planting stating that the firm planting the young trees 
had suppressed the weeds around the young trees, but he contemplated getting advice from 
another firm.  Questions were asked regarding the cutting down of the beech trees just above 
the top pond, but these were not Council property.  It was proposed that a letter be sent to 
Mr Church asking if he would undertake replanting.  This was carried with two parishioners 
against.    
The Chairman then dealt with the proposed bus shelter, saying that this would be in a corner 
of the school playground and this necessitated the obtaining of permits which would mean 
time.  A sum of money had been subscribed, tenders had been invited and he had received 
one or two together with designs. 
Sir Blyth said that he had had consultations with the County Surveyor regarding recent 
incidents in the centre of the village, and the steps to be taken to prevent repetition.   Various 
ideas had been discussed including lines, stop signs, islands etc, and it had finally been 
proposed that an experimental island be created at the junction of the Elsted Road and North 
Lane.   This had for various reasons now been rejected, and the Council would also not erect 
a Halt sign at the bottom of North Lane.  Considerable discussion followed and finally General 
Hawes proposed and Captain Yeatman seconded that it was the emphatic and unanimous 
opinion of the Parish Meeting that the only way to stop the accidents would be the erection 
of a halt sign at the bottom of North Lane.  This was carried unanimously.  It was also agreed 
to enlist the interest of our Member of Parliament in the matter. 
Mr Smith asked if the stream would be cleaned out this year.  The chairman said that it was a 
matter for the RDC and County Council. 
At the close of the meeting thanks were expressed to the Chairman, Sir F Blyth Wace, 
 
A Special Parish Meeting was held on Tuesday June 3rd 1952 at 7.30 at the Shaxson Hall.  There 
were 30 parishioners present with Sir Blyth Wace as Chairman.  The minutes of the meeting 
on January 16th and June 8th 1951 were read and signed. 
The business of the meeting, said Sir Blyth, arose from an instruction by the Annual Parish 
Meeting to the Parish Council to write to the Lord of the Manor enquiring as to his views on 
what was the position regarding the ownership, enclosures etc of the Harting Down.  Sir Blyth 
read Sir Herbert Fetherstonhaugh’s letter in reply to the Council’s letter asking for the position 
as to the Rights of Way on the Downs to be clarified, if evidence as to the freehold of the 
Downs existed and welcomed a clear statement from the Lord of the Manor so that much 
misapprehension might be cleared up.  The answer dealt with the misconception of the term 
‘Common’ and stated that the Freehold of Harting Downs was vested in Sir Herbert, and there 
were now no persons who had any rights of common exercisable over the land otherwise 
than by express grant.  The public has the same rights of traversing bridle ways and footpaths 
over commons as they had over other highways.   Sir Herbert’s predecessor in title made no 
objection to members of the public wandering about the common providing they were doing 
no damage.  The present Lord of the Manor also had no objection to people using the Downs 



11 
 

for the pleasure of walking providing no damage was done to crops or to sheep.  Sir Herbert 
felt that for him to give proof of his ownership was the reverse of the real position, which was 
for anyone claiming ownership to prove his case (contesting) the Lord of the Manor’s 
possession.   The Downs had first come under cultivation during the war on the insistence of 
the Agricultural Executive Committee although Sir Herbert would have had the right to so on 
his own initiative.  He also pointed out that in the case of Harting Downs no Deed of 
Declaration under the Law of Property Act 1925 had been executed by the Lord of the Manor 
to allow the public to have rights of access for air and exercise to land which on 1st January 
1926 was subject to Rights of Common.   Sir Blyth then read a letter from the Clerk to the 
West Sussex County Council stating that the County Archivist had in his possession a number 
of ancient documents relating to all parts of the County.  Sir Blyth said that he had examined 
documents relating to Harting and found that these were (something) of bits of ancient 
documents which had been in the possession of Uppark and the originals were now in the 
hands of the Sussex Archaeological Society at Lewes.  He could come to no conclusion, from 
examination of these documents, on the main point as to whether there is public rights of 
access under the Act of 1925.   
In the discussion following Mrs Hosking mentioned that a tithe map of 1840 listed the Downs 
as Common lands or wastage and therefore not subject to tithe.  Mr Garman enquired 
whether land not enclosed before 1926 could be enclosed.  Other points mentioned were 
that the status of the Downs was now as before the cultivation under the Emergency Powers 
and whether if on January 1st 1926 the Harting Downs were subject to rights of common, the 
owner is debarred from enclosing any part of the area without the agreement of the Minster 
of Agriculture and Fisheries.   Finally after the Chairman had mentioned the National Parks 
and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 and its effect on the matter in question Mr Boldero 
proposed and Mr Pirani seconded that the County Council be approached , with a view to 
securing, under the provisions of Part V of the National Park and Access to the Countryside 
Act, access to the Downs in the parish, preferably with agreement with the owners but failing 
this by order under the Act.   The proposer and seconder accepted a suggestion that Torberry 
Hill be included and the proposition was carried with one parishioner voting against.  The 
meeting also requested that the County Council be asked if the Lord of the Manor’s letter is 
legally correct in certain points, particularly the question of making a Deed of Declaration on 
land subject to Rights of Common on January 1st 1926, and to what extent the restriction on 
the Downs was dependent on the making of a Deed of Declaration.   
 
A Special Parish Meeting was held on Tuesday December 16th 1952 at 7pm in the Shaxson 
Hall.  There were 22 parishioners present with Sir Blyth Wace in the Chair.  The minutes of the 
meeting of 3rd July were read and signed.   
Arising from the minutes Sir Blyth read a letter from the West Sussex County Council in answer 
to the Parish’s request for securing an access to the Harting Downs Order under the National 
Parks and Access to the Countryside Act.   The letter stated that the County Council had 
passed, after much discussion, a resolution that – no action be taken until there is evidence 
that the public are being excluded from the Downs and that the Parish Council be informed 
of the legal position as interpreted by the Clerk (A Copy of the legal position is filled in the 
Minute Book of the Parish Council).   
Sir Blyth then introduced the question of installing sanitation in the Shaxson Hall, saying that 
estimates showed that £240 was needed for this purpose, namely the installation of 
conveniences and the connecting of sink etc to mains drainage.  He said that the RDC had 
been approached regarding the installation of public conveniences on the site but nothing 
had transpired from this approach.   He pointed out that £240 was practically an 8d rate and 
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this needed the approval of the Ministry.   He outlined three ways of raising the money:- 1) 
8d on the rates, thus paying for installation out of the rates; 2) to obtain a loan of £240, 
repayment to be spread over a period of years, or to obtain part of the £240 by loan the rest 
to be taken from the £1,000 invested in Defence Bonds, or; 3) the whole to be taken from the 
money invested.   General discussion followed, some parishioners objecting to the money 
obtained from the Warren being used, others felt it should be used, others raised the question 
of the number of halls in the village and questioned as to whether the Shaxson Hall paid for 
itself.  A parishioner mentioned that the roof might want repairs done to it later on this being 
another liability.  Others wondered if the Shaxson Hall was really needed, and this question 
opened up the possibility of the School canteen being moved from the Legion Hall.  The 
question of what organisations used the Shaxson Hall was also raised, and the various charges 
were mentioned.  Finally Rev F Hunter and Mr E Bovey seconded that a committee be set up 
to examine the possibilities of the halls in the village, and to enquire as to costs, trust deeds 
etc and to report to the Parish Meeting which would then be in a position to decide as to the 
desirability or otherwise of raising the money for the Shaxson Hall sanitation.   This was 
carried, the committee to consist of two representatives of the Parish Council, British Legion, 
Men’s Club, School Managers with power to co-opt. 
The next business was the celebrations in connection with the Coronation.  Sir Blyth said that 
a Circular from the Ministry had been received stating that Her Majesty asked that the 
festivities be simple without undue expenditure.  The Ministry stated that reasonable 
expenditure would no doubt be allowed by the Auditor.  Sir Blyth said that some ideas had 
already been mooted, such as a joint service in the church to start the day, the decoration of 
the street, treats and teas for the children and old people, a bonfire, a permanent or semi-
permanent memorial, and prizes for Coronation gardens.  The meeting discussed these ideas 
and many suggestions as to carrying them out were made, and finally Mr D Roebuck proposed 
and Mr R Fetherstonhaugh seconded that a committee be formed to discuss the general 
outline of the celebrations and to appoint a sub-committee to run the various activities.  This 
was carried, the committee to be representatives from the Parish Council, Women’s Institute, 
Horticultural Society, British Legion, Derby and Joan Club, Youth Club, School managers, 
Parent-teachers association, Men’s Club, and War Memorial Playing Field Committee.  Mrs M 
L Hope proposed and Mr R Fetherstonhaugh seconded that the Council apply for a 2d rate for 
Coronation purposes – carried.  Mr D Roebuck proposed and Mr Little seconded that the 
question of a permanent memorial be left to the committee - carried       
 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Shaxson Hall on Wednesday March 25th 1953 at 7 
pm.   Sir Blyth Wace was in the Chair, and there were about 30 parishioners present. 
Before the meeting Sir Blyth Wace moved the following resolution “That the parishioners of 
the Parish of Harting assembled in our Annual Parish Meeting desire to record our deep 
sorrow at the death of our beloved Queen Mary and to extend our humble condolences to 
her Majesty the Queen and the members of the Royal Family”.   Sir Herbert Fetherstonhaugh 
seconded and the whole meeting stood for two minutes in silence. 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of March 11th 1952 were read and signed. 
Mr Grover reported on the Feoffee Charity, which was distributed on December 6th.  32 men 
and 27 women over 70 had received 5/- and 10/- worth of coal each.  13 women under 70 
had each received 10/- worth of coal, and 11 orphans had received 2/6 and 2 loaves over a 
period, and that there had been 17 cash grants ranging 5/- £1.  £33 had been spent on coal, 
£5 on bread and £28 on gifts.   
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Admiral Sir Herbert Fetherstonhaugh reported on the Fetherstonhaugh Charity which had 
helped a number of parishioners.  The increase in the cost of commodities had affected this 
charity but £35 had been spent on milk, £19 on coal and £8 on bread.  
Sir Blyth Wace then dealt with the year’s work.  He said that the draft maps showing the Rights 
of Way were on view at the Post Office and would be until April 15th, the last day for 
submitting claims or objections.  The bus shelter had been erected and everyone must agree 
it met a long-felt need.  The connections to the Sewerage continued.  The fortnightly 
collection of rubbish had caused objections to be sent to the RDC, and lately the method of 
collection had caused further objections.  Meetings had been held with the RDC and River 
Board representatives regarding the flooding and blockage of the Brook.  The progress made 
in the Housing Schemes could be seen, work having commenced on the Housing Estate No 2.  
Very recently details had been received from the RDC regarding proposed alterations in the 
Parish Boundaries, and representations would be made at the proper time.  A Village Hall 
Committee had been formed following proposed improvements to the Shaxson Hall, and 
would consider all aspects of the halls in the village.  This committee would meet in the near 
future.  The Special Coronation Committee elected by village organisations had met, and the 
various sub-committees had been formed to deal with various aspects of the Coronation.   
Mr Grover asked about the swings in the West Harting playground, which had been out of 
action for some time.  Sir Blyth said that he had now received an estimate for repairs from 
General Hawes, and this would be considered at the next meeting of the Parish Council. 
Questions were asked on the Parish Boundaries suggestions, and Sir Blyth said that the main 
alterations was the transferring of Nyewood to the Parish of Rogate.  Following discussions it 
was proposed that Commander Maguire ascertain the feeling of Nyewood on this suggestion, 
and that he report at the next meeting of the Parish Council.   Commander Maguire undertook 
to do this and the proposal was carried.  
Mr D Roebuck asked questions on the ploughing up of a portion of the right of way from 
Petersfield Road to the West Harting Road.  Sir Blyth replied that the Council had been in 
communication with Mr Stent asking that the right of way be rolled out.   Mr Roebuck also 
drew attention to the obstructing of a right of way from the Warren to Forty Acre Lane by 
electrified wire.  Following discussion about the various aspects of the case the chairman said 
that he felt that, as the wire had been diverted high above the path and the pole placed across 
was easily passed, no action could be taken. 
Mrs Frisby asked what arrangements had been made regarding the Coronation.  Sir Blyth gave 
brief details mentioning a scheme for decoration, teas for children and old people, sports for 
children and teenagers, Fancy Dress Parade, Pageant, dances, bonfire and a souvenir mug for 
the children.   
Mr E Wace spoke on civil defence and said that a Billeting Officer for Harting would be needed 
and asked for a volunteer.  At the end of the meeting thanks were expressed to the Chairman, 
Sir F. Blyth Wace.  The meeting also expressed cordial appreciation of the work of Mr 
Greetham as clerk. 
 
A Special Parish Meeting was held on April 28th 1953 at 7pm in the Shaxson Hall.  There were 
about 30 parishioners present with Sir Blyth Wace in the Chair.   
The minutes of the Special Meeting of December 16th 1952 were read and signed. 
Sir Blyth then introduced the business of the evening, the conclusions arrived at by the Village 
Halls Committee.  
The Committee had met to discuss the practicability of transferring village activities from the 
Shaxson Hall to the Legion Hall.  The Committee had decided by a majority that it was not 
possible to transfer the activities at present being held in the Shaxson Hall to the Legion Hall, 
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and that the circumstances at the Legion hall made it difficult to be used for many of the 
village activities and that the Shaxson Hall be retained and that the matter be referred back 
to the Parish Meeting as to finance for the providing of conveniences etc at the Hall. 
Sir Blyth said that there were two points to be decided 1) Is it necessary to connect to Main 
drainage, 2) If so, how to provide the finance. 
A general discussion then ensued (with) many of the points raised previously at the Special 
Meeting of December 16th again being ventilated.  These included the number of halls, the 
school canteen, cost of Shaxson Hall etc.   Fresh points introduced were the inability of such 
organisations as the Derby and Joan Club to meet the increased cost of hiring the Legion Hall, 
and the work undertaken by the County Council in connection with the school canteen.  Mr E 
Wace proposed that the Shaxson Hall be connected up to the main drainage at an estimated 
cost of £200 and this money be taken from the £1,000 Defence Bonds obtained from the 
Warren.  Dr Hope seconded.   Several parishioners drew attention to previous discussion by 
Parish Meetings on the Warren Fund, and after discussion Mr Wace withdrew his motion.   
Finally, it was decided by 16 votes to 7 to connect up the Shaxson Hall to the mains drainage 
scheme at an estimated cost of £240 approx.  Mrs Hayes then proposed and Dr Hope 
seconded that enquiries be made from the Rural District Council as to their terms for 
repayment and interest etc for a loan of £200.  This was carried by 19 votes to 2, the Council 
to take the necessary steps to secure (the) loan and to put the work in hand. 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Shaxson Hall on Tuesday March 23rd 1954 at 7pm.  
Sir F Blyth Wace was in the Chair and there were about 40 parishioners present.   The minutes 
of the Annual Parish Meeting of March 28th, 1953 were read and signed. 
Arising from the minutes, Sir Blyth said that Commander Maguire had taken the feeling of the 
Nyewood parishioners regarding the proposed future alteration of Parish Boundaries and the 
result had been a slight majority in favour of remaining with Harting.   
Mr Grover reported on the Feoffee Charity distributed on December 5th.  32 men over 70 had 
received 5/- each and 10/- coal; 20 women over 70 had received 5/- and 10/- coal; and 6 
women over 70 5/- only.   13 widows under 70 had received 10/- coal; 30 orphans 2/6 and 
two loaves for six weeks; six children under 15 years 4/- and three loaves for 6 weeks; 1 child 
5/-.  In addition, there were 17 special cases 7 receiving £1 each; 1 15/-; and 9 10/- each.  Total 
distributions of cash £28/11/16, (coal) tickets £32/10/-, and bread tickets £5/5/-.   
Mrs Flory said that the Fetherstonhaugh Charity had distributed gifts as in previous years, and 
that the Warren Bequest had distributed £12 in 24 10/- lots to 24 parishioners over 70.   
Mrs Frisby drew attention to the Dame Puckeridge Charity for fatherless children to be used 
for apprenticing boys. 
Sir Blyth then gave a review of the Parish’s work of the past year.  He said that the outstanding 
event had been the Coronation celebrations, for which a 2d rate had been allocated.  This had 
been a success and the Parish’s thanks were due to all those who had worked in this direction.  
There had been a slight surplus and part of this had been used by the Parish Playing Fields 
Committee to plant a beech hedge on the playing field as a permanent memento.  A good 
deal of time had been spent on the question of the flooding of The Brook.  Contact and 
correspondence had been between the RDC, the Rivers Board and the County Council.  The 
RDC had proposed a clearing scheme costing £100, asking at first the Parish to pay £50 and 
then 1/3rd.  The Parish Council had rejected this and had obtained the advice of the National 
Association of Parish Councils, and the Minister of Housing and Local Government, both of 
whom supported the Parish Council’s view that they had no power to expend parish money 
on a project of this nature.  The Minister however had said that providing no objection would 
be raised in the parish he would be prepared to make an order as to special expenses if the 
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RDC thought they had the necessary powers.  Knowing the there would be objections the 
Parish Council had said they could not agree to this and had asked the RDC to approach the 
County Council with a view to cleaning the brook under a scheme drawn up some years ago 
by the County Council.   Regarding Rights of Way, Sir Blyth said that after the exhibition of the 
map objections etc to certain paths had been sent by the County Council to the Parish Council, 
and evidence on these paths had been collected by various Councillors and sent to the County 
Council.   The next step would be formal enquiries regarding certain paths.   The general 
condition of the South Gardens had worried the Council, and although, in the part, the Bowls 
Club had, with financial assistance from the Council, maintained the ground in a good 
condition now owing to various circumstances the ground was becoming neglected.  It 
appeared that the Bowls Club was in a moribund condition and after more concrete 
information as to the Club’s future the Council hoped to maintain the South Gardens in a 
better condition.   Sir Blyth said that after a long period all the necessary sanctions(?) for the 
installing of sanitation in the Shaxson Hall had been obtained and work would now 
commence.     The loan and interest would cost just under 1d rate for 10 years.  As the 
parishioners well know the Council had been much occupied with the question of Road Works 
in the village.  The two main points were lack of previous warning and the merits of the 
scheme as a whole.  Protests etc had been made to the County Council on these points and 
also regarding the spoiling of the amenities of the centre of the village, and the Councillors 
had had a meeting with the Surveyor on the site.   The matter was still being pursued with the 
County Council.   Dealing with Finance the Chairman said that finances were sound, and the 
policy of the Council had been not to embark on schemes which made unreasonable demands 
on the Parishioners.    
Mr Bate asked about the swings on the West Harting playground and Sir Blyth replied that 
financial considerations had postponed this work but it was hoped to consider it this year. 
Mr S Smith then raised the question of the Brook particularly in regard to flooding.  He pointed 
out that this question had been troubling the Parish for many years and still nothing had been 
done.  After an exchange of views Mr Roebuck pointed out that in the past year the Council 
had done more than many Councils in the past had done to get the trouble rectified, and that 
if Mr Smith and others also took up the question with the County Council the problem might 
be solved. 
Commander Maguire asked who was responsible for the upkeep of the grass plot left as a 
playing field on the Nyewood Estate.  Sir Blyth said that the RDC would be responsible for the 
upkeep.  A question was raised as to the cost of houses on the housing estate and the 
Chairman pointed out that financial limits imposed a certain standard on the RDC.  Following 
complaints concerning the dumping of builders rubbish in the verges of Harting hill and also 
the dumping of road materials on the Downs at Two Beech Gate, Mr Hayes proposed and Mrs 
Frisby seconded that the meeting protest to the County Council on the matter.   The meeting 
agreed that a letter be sent.  In connection with the same matter the disused dump at 
Torberry came under review and the Clerk was asked to take up the problem again with the 
RDC.   Mr Smith raised the problem of the dumping sites for heavy unwanted material not 
now collected by the dustmen.  Mr Roebuck, in drawing attention to the roadworks in the 
village, said he gathered that the Parish Council had already protested to the County Council 
but he wondered if the matter would now be left on the file and thought that a protest from 
the Parish Meeting might lead to the matter being raised in Council rather than with an officer 
of the County Council.  The Chairman said that the Council would be more likely to pay 
attention to the expert advice of its officers than to a resolution from the Parish Council, 
however well written.  Many parishioners joined in the discussion some praising the work 
from road safety aspects, others condemning the work as affecting the amenities of the 
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village.  Mr Smith raised the question of danger arising to pedestrians from the high pavement 
and Sir Blyth said that the surveyor had this matter in hand.  The parking of cars on the site 
also came in for criticism.  In reply to a question, Sir Blyth said that he personally felt that as 
a road improvement the work was very good, and that if it meant the lessening (of) the 
amount of accidents then the Parish would have to accept it.   If the Meeting however felt it 
necessary to again send in a resolution then he would be bound, as the Parish’s representative 
(on the County Council), to bring it before the notice of the committee concerned and if 
necessary in the Council itself but he felt that, in all honesty, that local opinions would not 
weigh very heavily against the opinions of the County Council’s own experts.  Mr D Roebuck 
then proposed and Mr Grover seconded that the Parish Meeting record its strong disapproval 
of the work recently completed outside the Ship Inn, on the grounds that it detracts from the 
amenities of the centre of the village, and is in excess of the standard required for road and 
pedestrian safety.  This resolution was carried by 17 votes to 5.  Mr Acocks asked about 
concrete footpaths and protection for the gardens of the recently erected Council houses.  
The Chairman said this was a matter for the RDC representative.   Questions regarding the 
West Heath Sandpit and the flooding by the South Gardens road were asked and answered. 
Mr Roebuck asked about the provision of sewage facilities for the houses of Nyewood, and 
Mr Wace the RDC representative said that although he pressed, and would continue to press, 
for facilities, to include the emptying of EC pails, the official view was that there were other 
places in the RDC area in a worse position than Nyewood.  The Chairman in drawing attention 
to the closing of the Midhurst – Petersfield railway said that the Parish Council had stressed 
to the Transport Authorities the need of alternative means of transport for Nyewood. 
The meeting expressed thanks to the Chairman and Clerk.  
 
A Special Parish Meeting was on held on Friday December 17th 1954 at 7pm in the Shaxson 
Hall.   Sir F Blyth Wace was Chairman and there were about 70 parishioners present. 
The minutes of the Special Meeting of April 28th 1953 were signed.  The Chairman introduced 
the business of the evening namely the report on the trees in the Warren and South Gardens.  
Sir Blyth said that routine care of the Warren and South Gardens meant periodic inspection 
by qualified people.  The Parish Council could not incur liability for damage and they must see 
that the plantation as a whole be run without undue expense.  The meeting would remember 
that four years ago a number of trees had been felled and others planted after forestry advice 
and now the Forestry Commission officer had been asked to inspect.  He had said that the 
young trees were in good order, and that after the thorough weeding and clearing of the past 
years they would need much less in future to allow stronger growth.  As regards the general 
treatment of the woods from a forestry point-of-view thinning and treatment was needed 
but the Commission’s officer could not give opinion as to which trees were dangerous as this 
was the province of independent forestry experts.  The Chairman said that an independent 
forestry expert had been consulted, his name being taken from a list supplied by the 
Commission  - and there were four considerations.  
The Parish Council had to consider the danger from falling branches or trees so that the Parish 
was not involved in financial damages; amenity or beauty of the woods compatible with 
safety; good forestry; and finance, so that whilst the Council was not out to make a large profit 
neither should there be loss.  With all these considerations in view and with the advice of the 
forestry expert certain trees had been marked and members of the Parish Council had 
inspected them.  Some were in South Gardens in the belt where the seats were, some were 
on the way to the top of the Warren and were dead, there was  a row of spindly trees at top 
(sic) some of which were leaning, and there were three tall trees close to the road junction.  
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Sir Blyth had thus made the Parish Meeting acquainted with the idea, and asked for proposals 
and comments.   
Mrs Hayes asked if trees would be planted as replacements and the answer was ‘yes as far as 
possible’.  In answer to Mr S Smith the Chairman said that the trees in question numbered 24 
or so.  The Rev F Hunter asked for reasonable supervision of the feeling.  Following more 
discussion during which opinion was expressed that local men should have the chance of 
tendering General Hawes proposed and Mr E Wace seconded that the trees listed should be 
felled and that the Parish Council exercise close supervision during felling.   This was carried.  
The Chairman undertook to number the trees so that parishioners could identify the trees to 
be felled.   
 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Shaxson Hall on Tuesday March 22nd 1955 at 7pm.   
Sir F Blyth Wace was in the chair and there were about 20 parishioners present.   The Minutes 
of the Annual Parish Meeting of March 23rd 1954 were read and signed.  Sir Blyth said that 
any matters arising would be dealt with either in his report or in the general discussion etc of 
the meeting.  
Mrs Flory reported on the Warren Bequest, of which she, Mrs Hutt and Mr C English are 
trustees.  She said that as usual 24 elderly parishioners had each received 10/-.  She also 
reported that the Fetherstonhaugh Charity had distributed goods, helped with special food 
diets or special medical supplies and supplied coal.   
Mr Graver reporting on the Feoffee Charity said that this had been distributed on December 
4th and had followed the usual lines, 32 men over 70 receiving 12/6 and %/-worth coal, 25 
women over 70 the same, while widows and orphans and special cases had also been helped.  
Monetary gifts amounted to £33/1/-, coal tickets £41/17/6, bread £4/17/6, making a total of 
£79/16/- from an annual income of £81/6/4d. 
Sir Blyth then gave his annual review of the work of the Parish Council.  He dealt first with the 
Budget, which had a balance in hand.  There had been special expenditure on the equipment 
in South Gardens.  Income had come from lettings of the Shaxson Hall, £124 from the rates (a 
4d rate).    He said that in connection with flooding from The Brook there was satisfaction in 
that the stage had been reached where the RDC and the County Council had agreed on a 
comprehensive and drastic scheme to ensure that the least possible damage arose from 
flooding, based on a scheme drawn up some years ago.   It involved cutting a new straight 
channel from the old vicarage to a point in front of the new estate.  It was expensive, costing 
approx. £2,500, with the RDC finding £800 and in addition it meant cleaning out the drains 
and also The Brook from the Coach and Horses.  This needed the co-operation of people 
owning the banks of the Brook.   Sir Blyth regretted that despite much correspondence, and 
pressure also from our RDC representative, no progress had been made in the question of 
emptying the E.C. Pails at Nyewood.   Regarding the alternative Bus Service provided at the 
closing of the Petersfield – Nyewood – Midhurst railway, the Council had had correspondence 
with the Transport Commission and Sir Blyth felt that on the whole the service provided was 
fairly satisfactory.    The South Gardens had been tidied up, and the swings etc repaired.  The 
problem facing the Council was, as they have been unable to obtain any details from the 
Games Club, should they take over the whole area and if so, what should they do with it?  
Regarding the diseased and dangerous trees in The Warren the Council had so far failed to 
obtain any tenders for their removal.   Sir Blyth finished by saying that the term of office for 
the present Council had come to an end.   
Mr Graver raised the question of the West Harting swings, and after discussion during which 
Mr Smith said he felt sure he could provide a satisfactory form of chain from the smithy, the 
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question was left for discussion between the smith and General Hawes, their conclusions to 
be discussed later.  Mr Roebuck asked about the footpath list, and the chairman said that this 
question was being dealt with slowly but he would raise the question in the County Council.  
Mr Smith referred to the amount of ground involved in the Brook scheme, but the Chairman 
pointed out that no actual details were in the hands of the Parish Council.    A general 
discussion then took place on the question of the South Gardens, and finally Mr Bawtree 
proposed and Rev F Hunter seconded that the Parish Council assume responsibility for, and 
take over the ground previously used by the sports club – such ground to be used at the 
discretion of the Council.   The Council is to review the position, and to keep in view the 
possibility of a review of the Bowls and Tennis Club.  This motion was agreed.  
Various parishioners discussed the Warren, and Mr Smith raised the question of the cycling 
notice.  Sir Blyth said that this had been put up to ensure quiet and freedom from danger to 
mothers and children using The Warren and South Gardens.   The meeting expressed thanks 
to the Chairman and Clerk. 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Shaxson Hall on Tuesday March 20th 1956 at 
7.30pm.  Sir F Blyth Wace was in the chair and there were about 40 parishioners present. The 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of March 22nd 1955 were read and signed.  
Admiral Sir Herbert Meade-Fetherstonhaugh reported on the Fetherstonhaugh Charity.  He 
said that £43 had been distributed to parishioners in the form of goods, clothing, coal, tea 
and medicinal spirits.  The charity was doing valuable work and its help had been much 
appreciated.  The annual income was approx. £60. 
Mr Grover reported on the Feoffee Charity.  This had been distributed on 1st December and 
followed the usual lines.  34 men over 70 each received 12/6 and 5/- coal, 24 women over 70 
the same, 26 people over 70 coal only, and widows, orphans and special cases had been 
helped.  In total £65 had been distributed. In reply to a question Mr Grover gave a list of the 
trustees which was fully representative of all aspects of village life. 
Mr English, who was unable to be present, sent a report on the Commander Warren Benefit 
which stated that 24 elderly parishioners had each received 10/-at Christmas.  He also stated 
that the £9/10/- income from the Smith’s Charity had been forwarded as usual to Midhurst 
RDC, to be included in monies from the Harting rate as the stretch of road covered by the 
charity was now no longer separately repaired.   In answer to requests Mr Wright, one of the 
parish’s RDC representatives, agreed to find out from the RDC treasurer what exactly happens 
to the money.  
The Chairman then gave his annual report of the work of the Parish Council. The scheme for 
mitigating the damage caused by flooding of the Harting Brook had continued to exercise a 
good deal of the Council’s time and contact had been maintained with the County Council and 
Rural District Council.  Negotiations were continuing over conditions imposed on the owners 
of the land concerned and it was hoped matter would be brought to a head soon.    The 
marked trees in The Warren had now been felled, although owing to the difficulty of (finding?) 
someone to do this, the work had proceeded slowly.  The cut timber etc had been cleared 
and a certain amount of replanting would take place.  The area previously replanted had been 
kept clean.  The meeting would remember that at last years Annual Meeting the Council was 
given responsibility for taking over the Sports Ground in South Gardens and in this connection 
the pavilion had been repaired and painted, and this and the immediate area had been set 
aside for the enjoyment and use by the older parishioners.  A suitable notice had been 
erected.  The grass on the tennis court and the bowling green had been cut, and this area set 
aside for children to play on.   The question of Litter on the Downs and in the village street 
had been discussed in Council, and the help of the police obtained.   To combat litter in the 
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Street left by occupants of coaches, extra litter baskets were to be installed.  Now that the 
Parish Council had been empowered to spend money on the bus shelters the Council was 
making inquiries as to the desirability of erecting these at Nyewood and West Harting.  These 
would come slowly, possibly one a year, depending on the need.  Negotiations with the 
County Council had re-opened concerning the provision of a Footpath on the Petersfield Road 
from the Chapel to the playing field.  Three years ago the proposal had been turned down by 
the County Council, but in view of the changed circumstances of increased traffic the Parish 
Council was hoping that a satisfactory conclusion would be reached.  The old question of the 
E.C. Pails at Nyewood had led to much correspondence and this point had been submitted to 
the District Association of Parish Councils which had supported our case.  Representations by 
this body had been made to the RDC in addition to our own, and it seemed that some progress 
had been made in obtaining for Nyewood a service for the disposal of night soil.  However, 
things are not quite so hopeful, but the Council will continue to press Nyewood’s claim.   The 
Council had asked for a 30mph speed limit for Nyewood, and the County Council sub-
committee would support this.   The Ministry’s agreement to the imposing of such limit 
however would be hard to obtain.  The plan and map of the Village Development Scheme had 
been exhibited by the Council, and suggestions and criticisms had been sent by the Council to 
the RDC for transmission to the County Council.  These had been studied and accepted by 
that body.   Referring to the Shaxson Hall, Sir Blyth reminded the meeting that three years 
ago a Special Parish Meeting had dismissed the report of the Village Halls committee and had 
decided to authorise the Parish Council to undertake the installation of sanitation in the 
Shaxson Hall, and to negotiate with the RDC for a loan of £250.  This had been done and some 
repayments made.  Certain repairs had also been done, and the accounts showed a slight loss 
this year of £6.   Sir Blyth said that last year’s Precept of £90, equal to the proceeds of a 3d 
rate, had been obtained from the RDC and that at the end of the year the Council’s accounts 
would show a slight balance in hand.    This year a precept of £120 would be asked for and 
because, owing to the new assessments, the rateable value of the Parish had been increased 
from £9,160 to £13,000 this would equal a 2½d rate.  Sir Blyth concluded by thanking the 
Parish Councillors for their attendance at the meetings, and their support and the Clerk for 
his work.   
The Hon Mrs Hope asked if any progress had been made with the Rights of Way Map.  Sir 
Blyth said that this was still before the County Council, whose attitude was that they could 
not go any faster unless extra staff were engaged, and this they could not do because of the 
extra expense.  Therefore the work was going very slowly.  Answering Mrs Roebuck, Sir Blyth 
said that there was no definite date for completion.  Mrs Hosking said she felt there was some 
urgency for seeing that the evidence of the older people as to Rights of way was not lost and 
wondered if depositions could be taken to be used in the future when proof would be needed.  
It was thought that certain forms and statements previously made would be admissible.  Mr 
Smith raised several points concerning the footpaths in general, particularly the long path 
across the Downs which the ? showed was for the Ministry to put in motion.    Answers were 
given to his enquiries regarding Common Land, sale of Lords of manorship and wayside verges 
and dumps.  Mrs Hayes asked that the Petersfield road footpath, if granted, should be in 
keeping with the surroundings.  Sir Blyth said that although at first the surveyor thought of a 
path to standard design with a kerb it was most probable that the Council’s wish for a simple 
footpath would be met.  Cases were mentioned of people being turned off lands and 
footpaths, and it was felt that there were possibly over-zealous acts by employees.  Mr 
Roebuck referred to the Shaxson Hall finances, suggesting that because of expenses including 
among these the repayment of the loan, the hall was redundant.  Sir Blyth referred to his 
previous statement regarding the Village halls committee’s decision and pointed out that the 
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repayment of the loan would continue in any case.  A number of parishioners took part in the 
discussion, and points raised included the hall’s desirability and disadvantages, it’s repairs, 
the organisations using it, and its appreciation by leaders of some organisations using it.  The 
discussion then ended and the meeting closed.   
 
 


