
 HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Harting Community Hall, Pease Croft, 
South Harting on Thursday 16th February 2017 at 7.30 pm. 
 
Present: Mr Shaxson (Chairman and District Councillor), Mrs Bramley, Dr Bowman,               
Mr Healey, Mrs Gammon, Mr Bonner, Mrs Dawson, Mr Barnard, Mr Stuttaford and             
Mr McAra County Councillor). 
 
In attendance: Mrs Walker (Parish Clerk). 
 
There was 1 member of the public in attendance 
 
224. Apologies for absence:    Mr Powys Maurice and Mr Johnson-Hill 
  
225.  Declarations of interest:  None 

 
226. Minutes from Meeting held on 19th January 2017 
 The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
227. Questions from the Public 

 Thanks were given to the Parish Council for their  objection to the Markwell’s 
Wood, Forestside application for drilling for hydrocarbons 

 A group of approximately 2000 supporters has been formed as Markwell’s 
Wood Watch, to coordinate the campaign against the drilling. The group has 
commissioned an independent hydrological survey to be carried out. It is 
believed that the speed of the water means that water is flowing from the 
Downs to the Havant springs in just a few days. This would mean that the 
area should be defined as a “special protection zone”, and drilling would be 
banned as any chemicals accidentally getting into the water flow would move 
too quickly to treat.  

 The survey was commissioned before the £2,000 it costs was secured. A 
crowdfunding campaign has been set up, and has raised £2700 so far. 
Markwell’s Wood Watch is approaching Harting Parish Council for some help 
with this funding.  
 

The Chairman responded that as the item was due to be discussed in the agenda, it would be 
appropriate for the councillors to ask the member of public any questions they felt might be 
helpful.  

 What is the legal status of Markwell’s Wood Watch? 

 Why is another report required when previous reports had been opposed to 
the drilling? 



The member of public responded that the group were in the process of setting up a bank 
account, and that they were not a charitable organisation. The new report had been 
commissioned as previous reports had not touched on the “speed of water flow” issue. 
 
228. Matters of Urgent Public Importance 
 None 
 
229. Reports from County and District Councillors 

Mr McAra reported that the County Council were going to crack down on lorries and 
vehicles over 7.5 tons parking on pavements, as a lot of damage has been done. 
Members of the public are encouraged to provide photographic evidence to the 
County Council who will aim to prosecute offenders.  
Funding for education is still a problem as the “per pupil” funding in West Sussex is 
among the lowest in the country.  
A Community Volunteers Scheme is operating whereby volunteers come to a specific 
village or area to help with a project. They have recently been helping with some 
tree work in Stedham. The group is extremely good, and worth approaching for any 
local projects. Mr McAra will forward contact details to the Clerk.  
Mr McAra finished by stating he would be standing for re-election. 
 
 Mr Shaxson, as District Councillor, reported that the Northgate and New Park car 
parks in Chichester would be extending their charges from 6pm to 8pm. This change 
will be monitored for a year.  
Selsey is possibly going to have a harbour. This would be dug into an area of existing 
sea wall and would provide mooring for the fishing fleet and pleasure craft, as well 
as providing a safe haven. A feasibility study is going to be carried out. The project is 
being funded by Selsey Town Council and Chichester District Council.  
There has not been any further information from Andrew Tyrie regarding the A27 
debate. 
The Government has provided £60 million to local Councils for help in setting up 
Community Land Trusts. £1.3 million has been allocated to the Chichester District. 
The Parish Council has not taken up this idea at this stage as there does not seem to 
be any desire among local residents to run with such a scheme. 
 

230. Markwell’s Wood hydrocarbon drilling site 
Mr Shaxson reported that a group of residents local to the Markwell’s site and the 
surrounding areas had set up “Markwell’s Wood Watch”. This group had 
commissioned a study by hydrologist Aidan Foley. The study has indicated that the 
area may be karstic, and therefore water may pass through the aquifer much quicker 
than previously indicated. . This would mean that the area should be defined as a 
“special protection zone”, and drilling would be banned as any chemicals 
accidentally getting into the water flow would move too quickly to treat.  
The group had asked the Parish Council for a donation towards £2000 cost of the 
study. 
It was noted that under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 the Council 
can only incur expenditure which in their opinion is in the interests of and will bring 
direct benefit to their area or any part of it or some of its inhabitants. It was 



confirmed that pollution issues associated with the Markwell’s site could affect the 
Parish as in times of stress water is provided to the Harting area by Portsmouth 
Water.  
It was however noted that the initial target for funding the survey had already been 
achieved by crowdfunding, and that further funds raised would likely be used to 
commission a traffic survey. This would not be of benefit to Harting residents. 
It was agreed that although the Parish Council had objected to the planning 
applications for the Markwell’s site on 25th October 2016, it was felt that there was 
not a sufficient reason or benefit to Harting parishioners to   donate any funds.  
 
The following recommendation was agreed: 
That Harting Parish Council does not contribute to the Markwell’s Wood Watch 

  
  
231. Harting Youth Club 

Mrs Gammon reported that. despite many attempts, the Youth Club have been 
unable to find a new leader. This is a problem that is county wide. The decision has 
been made to close the Youth Club and consideration is being to the funds and 
assets that remain with the club at this time. It was agreed that any remaining funds 
should be used to benefit the youths of the parish.  
The following recommendation was agreed: 
To note the report, and note that Mrs Gammon will provide a detailed report to the 
Marsh 16th meeting. 

 
 
232. Finance 

a) It was agreed that the following payments should be made: 
 

Trish Walker Clerk salary & RFO salary undisclosed 

 SSALC Local Council Review Subscr       17.00 

 J B Enterprise Ltd Dog bin bags and gloves          101.40  

SSALC New Clerks training        90.00 

Trish Walker Clerk expenses        99.74 

Harting Minibus VAT Refund       300.21 

Ladywell Accountancy Annual Payroll Service         90.00 

 
b) It was agreed that prior approval should be given for payments in respect of work 

 being carried out at Harting Community Hall and for benches being purchased for 
 the War Memorial Playing Fields   usingS106 grants money. Expenditure under this 
 scheme will be refunded by Chichester District Council.  

The amended sum of £2597.00 including VAT for W L West & Sons, and £5926.58 
 including VAT for Molland were agreed. 

 
c) The following receipts were noted: 
      HMRC PAYE refund    £1085.74 
      VAT refund      £863.07 
 



 
 
233. Bank reconciliation for February 2017 

This was approved and signed by the Chairman. 
 
234. Approve the bank balance of 9th February 2017 - £49,290.57 

Approved 
 
235. Correspondence 
  Notification of the All Parish Meeting to be held at East Pallant House, Chichester  
 on 5th  April 2017 had been received. It was agreed that two places should be 
 booked to include the clerk and one other councillor who would decide on their 
 attendance once details of the agenda had  been announced. 
 The Joint Forum meeting to be held to discuss South Downs National Park issues was 
 noted to be taking place in the old Library, Midhurst on Tuesday 28th March 2017. 
 
236. Clerks Report 
 The clerks report was noted, with the following items updated: 

 The original trainer for the tree warden day has changed, but event is still being 
organised. 

 The owner for the third pond has been contacted and is at the very least happy to be 
kept informed  of events. 

 Any issues for road problems and potholes can be passed to David Barnard in the 
first instance or reported on the “Fix my Street” website. 

 A draft pro forma letter will be drawn up to send to householders where there are 
concerns about overgrown roadside hedges and trees. 

 
 

237. Items for 16th March meeting 

 Youth club update 

 Parish Asset list 

 Document retention policy 

 Terms of reference for the Complaints Committee 
  
238. Date of next meeting 
 16th March 2017 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 
 
 
 
  

 
 




