
 

 HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Harting Community Hall, Pease Croft, 
South Harting on Thursday 19th January 2017 at 7.30 pm. 
 
Present: Mr Shaxson (Chairman and District Councillor), Dr Bowman, Mr Healey, Mr Powys 
Maurice, Mrs Gammon, Mr Bonner, Mrs Dawson, Mr Barnard, Mr Stuttaford and Mr 
Johnson-Hill.  
In attendance: Mrs Walker (Parish Clerk). 
 
There were 9 members of the public in attendance 
 
207. Apologies for absence:    Mrs Bramley and Mr McAra (County Councillor) 
 
208.  Declarations of interest:  Mr Johnson-Hill a pecuniary interest as trustee of the 

Village Hall (item 7). David Barnard a pecuniary interest as Chairman of the WMPF 
(Item 7).  Daphne Gammon a pecuniary interest as trustee to the Village Hall (item 
7). 

 
209. Minutes from Meeting held on 15th December 2016 
 The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
210. Questions from the Public 

 Was the meeting between Andrew Tyrie and local Councils concering the A 
27 widely known? No, it was not a public meeting. Mr Tyrie wanted to gain a 
wide range of views before taking a view on reopening the consulation. 

 Considering that the Harting Village Hall and War Memorial Playing Fields 
organisations are run by volunteers, why are they not treated in the same 
way as the graveyards for grant purposes, ie exempt from the application 
process.  As the grants are public funds there is the need for accountability 

 It appears the Planning Committee is close to dysfunctional, and it has been 
impossible to meet with the Planning Chairman or have acknowledgements 
of emails. 

 Why does the Planning Committee defer to one member for decisions. Is this 
right 

 Why were there 3 consecutive numbers allocated to enforcement planning 
items 

 As planning policies become more difficult in SDNPA, is there a need to 
rethink what the Planning  Committee does and how it looks after the 
parishioners.   

The Chairman responded that the CDC had been approached with regard to producing a 
protocol for planning complaints. It was also suggested that the Planning Committee 
Chairman and the member of public who asked the questions about planning procedure 
should meet, with the Clerk as Responsible Officer in attendance.  



 

 
211. Matters of Urgent Public Importance 
 None 
 
212. Reports from County and District Councillors 

There was no County Council report from Gordon McAra.  Mr Shaxson, as District 
Councillor, reported that the A27 consultation was likely to be reopened. A meeting 
between local Councils and Andrew Tyrie was to take place. There will be no impact 
of this North of the Downs, but considerable impact to the Chichester area. Mr 
Shaxson will be voting to re-open the consultation. 
All local authorities are facing funding issues, and although Chichester is in a better 
position than many, it still has to consider possible savings. The Novium museum is 
currently running at a high cost. The Grange Centre, in Midhurst, has been passed 
over to a management group. Currently some people feel the service is not as good 
as previously, but this is being kept under review. 
 

213. Grants Policy 
 Dr Bowman reported that it is good practice to have a Grants Policy as it ensures 
 accountability and enables the Council to oversee the projects that Harting 
Community Hall (HCH) and the War Memorial Playing Field (WMPF) may have in 
hand. If projects are known the Council is able to gift an item and reclaim the VAT, 
thereby giving an extra 20% in grants. A policy was drawn up to this effect in July 
2016. However, it has caused some concern that grants would be lost if not spent 
within  year. This was never the intention of the policy as grants would be ring 
fenced for future use.  

 HCH trustees have now agreed that they would like to take advantage of project 
 based funding, but with the flexibility for the grant to be used for running costs if 
 necessary. WMPF trustees would prefer to receive the grant in cash as in previous 
 years. 
 Dr Bowman outlined the proposed amendments to the Grants Policy. 
 The following changes were agreed: 

 i)   in the case of Harting Community Hall and the War Memorial Playing Field, that 

 applications for grants towards running costs will normally be considered  

 ii)   that the grants towards the maintenance of the two graveyards in South 

 Harting be considered as ‘exempt’ grants (‘exempt’ being as defined in the Policy) 

 iii)   that the process for consideration of ‘exempt’ grants is simplified 

 
214. Document Retention Policy 
 The clerk reported that the Council is required to have a Document Retention Policy 
 as part of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This policy would give the Council 
 guidelines on the retention and storage of both paper and electronic documents and 
 correspondence. A neighbouring Council has received several Freedom of 
 Information requests which required the retrieval of documents dating back 15 
 years. A policy would protect the Council from such requests, and also be good 
 practice.  



 

 The following recommendation was agreed 
 That the parish clerk draws up a draft Document Retention Policy for consideration 

 and discussion by the Council. 

 Parish clerk to draw up policy for consideration at the March 16th PC meeting. 

 
  
 
215. Closure of Petersfield Post Office 
 The Chairman reported that the proposed closure of the Crown Post Office in 
 Petersfield had been announced on 10th January. Despite Harting having its own Post 
 Office, Petersfield is the local Main Office and is used for such items as passports. 
 There was discussion regarding the location of a suitable new site, and the 
 importance of it being accessible to the public. There will be a public consultation 
 that will last for a period of 6 weeks. The date for this has yet to be announced. 
 The following recommendation was agreed: 
 That the Council should comment on the proposed closure when appropriate, in 
 particular emphasising the importance of keeping any new premises in the town 
 centre. 
 
 
216. Finance 

a) It was agreed that the following payments should be made: 
 

Trish Walker Clerk salary & RFO salary undisclosed 

 M H Kennedy & Sons   Grass Cutting   154.80 

 More Than Business    WMPF Insurance   1079.10 

 
 
b) The following receipts were noted: 
      HMRC PAYE refund    £2171.06 
 

 
217. Bank reconciliation for January 2017 

This was approved and signed by the Chairman. 
 
218. Approve the bank balance of 9th January 2017 - £50,249.00 

Approved 
 
219. Planning 

The minutes of the planning committee held on 5th January 2017 were noted 

 
220. Correspondence 
 None 
 
221. Clerks Report 
 The clerks report was noted, with the following items updated: 

 Two fingerposts have been adopted by members of the public  



 

 New Homes Bonus – The work to improving the emergency exits, lighting and 
oak post surrounding the parking area at the Village Hall have been agreed by 
the District Council. 

 Furze Meadow – Hyde have been in contact suggesting a licence is drawn up 
at a cost of £800- £1000. There has been no reply to the Council’s request to 
clarify what a licence would entail. 

 POSAC – Petersfield Angling Club has shown some interest in taking on and 
repairing the ponds.  

- A mentor has been established who is willing to give a day of 
classroom and practical training to the tree wardens. The cost is 
likely to be £295.  

The following proposal was agreed: 
That the tree warden training should go ahead, and the Chairman and Clerk will 
authorise payment under section 4.6 of the Financial Regulations. 
Hugo Stuttaford to contact trainer and book a date 

 

222. Items for future meetings 
 None were identified 
  
223. Date of next meeting 
 16th February 2017 
 

 
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm. 
 
 
 
  

 
 




