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 HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Harting Community Hall, Pease Croft, 
South Harting on Thursday 27th July 2017 at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: Mr Shaxson (Chairman and District Councillor), Mrs Bramley, Dr Bowman, 
   Mrs Gammon, Mrs Dawson, Mr Bonner, Mr Stuttaford, Mr Healey and Mr Barnard.  
 
In attendance: Mrs Walker (Parish Clerk). Dr O’Kelly (County Councillor). 
 
There were 4 members of the public in attendance 

 
77.  Apologies for absence:   Mr Powys Maurice and Mr Johnson-Hill.     
 
78.  Declarations of interest:   None. 

 
79.   Minutes from Meeting held on 15th June 2017 
 The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
80.  Questions from the Public 

Questions were raised with regard to Item 12 on the agenda – Change of Parish 
Boundary at Nyewood: 

 There are currently 3 houses in the village of Nyewood that sit in the Rogate 
Parish, and the residents of these properties would like to be located within 
the Harting Parish. 

 This is for reasons of logic as well as representation. 

 The likely new site of the Henry Warren Hall would mean it would be situated 
within the Rogate Parish. Would it be possible to renegotiate the boundary 
for this reason, or if not try to find a way to work with Rogate. 

 The Chairman responded to these questions in discussing item 12 of the agenda.  
Further questions were raised: 

 Reassurance was sought that the Parish Council will continue to make efforts 
to control traffic issues within the village. 

 The traffic and parking situation within the village has worsened, and the 
Parish Council is asked to set up an active process to address this. 

 
 
81.  Matters of Urgent Public Importance 

None. 
  

82.  Reports from County and District Councillors 
Dr O’Kelly, the County Councillor reported that the Fire and Rescue service is to 
remain with West Sussex County Council. This decision is good for the County 
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Council as there are so many areas that overlap between the Fire service and the 
County Council. This decision will be reviewed after 2 years.  
The Health and Social Care (HASC) meeting has prepared a paper on the provision of 
radiotherapy in West Sussex. Currently the provision is poor and patients have to 
travel quite a distance for the treatment. It is hoped that radiotherapy might be 
available at St Richards in the future.  
A new model for Health and Adult Care has been developed to enable a quicker 
response for help. 
Midhurst Communities team is holding an event at The Grange Centre in Midhurst 
on 30th September which will have various information stalls and a walking football 
tournament. 
The Task and Finish Group for the Household Recycling Sites in West Sussex is 
reviewing the opening times for the amenity tips by referring to the tonnage and 
times of waste arrival. This may mean that some facilities may have different 
opening times during summer and winter months, and there may be a week day 
closure to allow opening at weekends.  
The road situation at Bohemian Hollow is still under discussion and it is hoped that 
some lines might be added in the road there.  
A member asked whether the impact of losing the monthly amenity vehicle was 
going to be reviewed by the County Council as suggested by the previous councillor. 
Dr O’Kelly responded that it was unlikely that the vehicle would be reinstated due to 
cost and also the restrictions that require waste to be recycled at source.  
 
Mr Shaxson, as District Councillor, reported that CDC, as part of its litter strategy, has 
entered a one year trial with East Hants DC for litter control including dog litter. 
Enforcement officers are being used around the District to try and catch offenders. 
The pre-submission of the SDNPA local plan will take place for 8 weeks in September 
and October, although the date is to be confirmed. It appears that a communication 
protocol between the SDNPA and parish councillors is to be considered in the near 
future.  
The next meeting of the NW and NE Forums is to be held at the former Midhurst 
library on 6th September, policing in the area will be among the topics, which is an 
opportunity to raise the recent spate of break-ins and burglaries in this area. The 
following forum will be held in Lodsworth in December and discussion are likely to 
revolve around the planning process and CDC.  
The A27 situation is ongoing, the Secretary of State has given CDC and WSCC a 
deadline of mid-September to produce a workable proposition.  
 
 

83.  SDNPA Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) Projects 
Due to the introduction of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), a large amount of 
money is likely to be available in the future to spend in the parish. SDNPA is asking 
that parishes should identify possible ideas for projects by the end of September. 
The projects areas that qualify for the funding are: 

 Green Infrastructure 

 Social and Leisure 

 Services and Facilities 
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 Transport 

 Education  

 Health and Wellbeing 

 Utility Services. 
 
It is essential to have a proposal to put to the Council meeting on 21st September 
2017 for agreement, to enable a submission to SDNPA by the end of September.  
It will be necessary for a small Working Group to form and consider the possibilities.  
It was suggested that the group should include both councillors and co-opted 
parishioners.  
The following recommendation was agreed: 
That the following members should become part of the Working Group – Mr Shaxson 
(Chair), Mrs Dawson, Mr Barnard, Mr Johnson-Hill (to be confirmed), Dr O’Kelly. 
Other possible members and parishioners will be considered. 
 
Chair to approach possible parishioners to form the Working Group 
  

 
84.  Tree Survey of South Gardens and The Warren  

The Working Group consisting of Mr Shaxson, Dr Bowman and the Clerk approached 

six arboricultural consultants to quote for surveying the trees in South Gardens and 

the Warren. The information received is summarised in the “Tree Survey Summary” 

(see attached). For reasons of commercial sensitivity the quotes have been referred 

to as A to F. The Working Group recommended that the quotes from A, B and C are 

taken forward, and that D, E and F are excluded from the process.  

There are obvious price differences between quotes from A, B and C. This may be 

due to the fact that some contractors have quoted using only the deed plan rather 

than by visiting the site. It was suggested that the Working Group ensures the 

companies that have not visited the site are aware of the issues involved in surveying 

the trees alongside certain sections of the B2146, and give them the opportunity to 

increase their quotes to reflect this.  

The timing of the survey needs to be discussed with the contractor to ensure it is 

carried out at the optimum time, this possibly being the dormant period. 

It was noted that the trees on the paths beside the two northernmost ponds have to 

be added to the survey at an additional cost. 

The following recommendation was agreed: 

That the Council note the report and delegate the responsibility for appointing the 

contractor to the Working Group noting that the quotes may increase due to the 

additional workload.  
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85.  Tree Survey at War Memorial Playing Field 

 Mr Shaxson reported that further to the surveys of the Warren and South Gardens, 

the Council needed to ensure that other trees in the Council’s ownership, but for 

which they are not directly responsible, are also surveyed. The trees on the War 

Memorial Playing Field fall into this category. It was agreed that it was sensible to 

have the survey carried out by the same contractor completing the work at the 

Warren and South Gardens.  

 

The WMPF trustees have requested that the cost of the tree survey is gifted by the 

Council, thereby enabling VAT to be reclaimed. The cost of the survey will be offset 

against the residual grant held by the Council for the WMPF. The survey report will 

be in the name of the WMPF trustees who will be responsible for carrying out any 

recommendations. 

 

The following recommendation was agreed: 

To gift the cost of the WMPF tree survey. 

 

Tree Working Group to obtain quote for survey. 

 

86.  Wording of Notice at entrance to South Gardens 

 Mr Stuttaford presented the initial proposal of wording for the new sign at South 

 Gardens. There was concern that the wording might be too extensive and that this 

 would result in a sign that was substantially larger than the original. However, it was 

 felt that the new wording should be more welcoming than on the previous sign, and 

 should also encourage users to respect the area and facilities.  

 It was agreed that the wording will be revised in light of the discussion and Mr 

 Stuttaford will bring a new proposal to the September Council meeting. 

 

Mr Stuttaford to have wording proposal ready for the September meeting. 

 

87.  Health & Safety and Risk Management 

The Clerk detailed the requirements under the Health & Safety laws with regard to 

volunteers. The Councillors are classed as volunteers, therefore it is necessary for 

the Council to have a Safety policy and the appropriate Risk Assessment documents 

to service it. It will also be necessary for the Council to have sight of risk assessments 

for any contractors working on their behalf, and also from users of their facilities.  

The Finance committee has agreed to take responsibility for the collation of the 

various documents that will be required from the appropriate committee or body.  

The following recommendation was agreed: 

To note the report and agree that Health & Safety and Risk Management should be 

on the September Agenda with recommendations from the Finance Committee. 
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88.  Change of Parish Boundary at Nyewood 

A member of the Nyewood community had approached the Clerk suggesting that the 

Council consider amending the Harting Parish boundary to include the three dwellings 

that are currently within the Rogate Parish. The procedure for such a change was 

outlined to the members. It was noted that the possible new site for the Henry Warren 

Hall, when agreed, might also provoke a movement of the boundary.  

The following recommendation was agreed: 

That the Clerk approaches Rogate Parish Council with the idea, and dependent on their 

reaction that CDC should be requested to start the process of boundary review. 

 

Clerk to contact Rogate Parish Council. 

  

89.  Wicket gate at South Gardens 

It was noted that the wicket gate installed some while ago between the paddock from 

Kennels Cottage and South Gardens should be locked for one day a year to ensure that 

an uncontrolled right of access cannot be established on that route. In most places 

Christmas Day is considered to be a good day for closure, however, it was felt that this 

may not be the most practical day, and the Clerk will liaise with the users of the gate. 

The following recommendation was agreed: 

That the gate should be locked for one day a year, and a notice should be put up to that 

effect.  

 

Clerk to contact users of the gate to inform of the decision. 

  

 

90.  Extra-ordinary Parish Meeting 

Mr Shaxson outlined his report which stated that an extra-ordinary Parish meeting will 

be held once the SDNPA Pre-Submission Plan has been published. It is expected that 

this will be issued around the 2nd September, so a likely Parish meeting date might be 

14th September. Following the Parish meeting, the views of the Council and community 

will need to be collated to ensure they are agreed at the Council meeting on 19th 

October 2017.  

It was also felt that the Parish meeting was a good opportunity to address the Highways 

and Traffic issues that are a rising concern in village. A leaflet drop to houses will be 

necessary to inform the parishioners and to encourage them to attend the meeting.  

The following recommendation was agreed: 

The report was noted. 

 

Clerk to check Hall availability on 14th September 

 

91.  Emergency survey of three chestnut trees in South Gardens 

 Dr Bowman reported that the emergency survey of the three chestnut trees had 

 taken place on 5th July 2017 by PJC Consultancy. The survey report recommends that 

 the most westerly of the trees is felled as it has a fungus, which will cause the tree to 
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 fail, and that the other two trees are crown reduced. Furthermore, due to the 

 proximity of the trees to the play area, the recommendation is to complete the 

 felling work within six months. As vehicular access to South Gardens is difficult 

 during the winter, it would be sensible to carry the work out by late September or 

 early October.  

 

A contractor will therefore have to be appointed prior to the next Council meeting 

on 21st September 2017, hence it was recommended that the Working Group 

arranging the survey of the Warren and South Gardens should also arrange these 

tree works on behalf of the Council, noting on past experience that the work will 

undoubtedly be expensive. 

  

Chichester District Council will need to be notified of the intention to do tree works 

in a conservation area, and bat surveys will be required for the two trees that are to 

be crown reduced. 

 

The following recommendations were agreed: 

i.  To note that a survey has been carried out and it has been recommended that 
 the most westerly tree should be felled and the other two trees be crown 
 reduced by 2.0 – 2.5 metres: this will involve significant cost.  
ii.  To propose that the Clerk notifies CDC of the intention to do this work, gets 
 three quotes and that responsibility for contracting the right arborist is 
 delegated to the Working Group which is arranging the tree survey of South 
 Gardens and the Warren on behalf of the Council.   
iii.  To propose that arranging any necessary bat surveys is similarly delegated.  
 
 

92.  Basic Tree Training Survey 
The Council has three tree wardens: Dr Gammon, whose expertise is invaluable in 
advising the Council about trees on private land especially in relation to planning 
applications, and two more recently appointed wardens.  The two new tree wardens 
have yet to have their roles defined and have not received any training.  

 
Some of the quotes received from the Arboricultural Consultants (see paragraph 84 
above) recommended that informal tree surveys are carried out in the interval 
between professional ones and following periods of high winds. An accredited one-
day course entitled “Basic Tree Survey and Inspection” has been identified at a cost 
of £155 + VAT per person, with the next course taking place in November.  

 
The Working Group arranging the survey of South Gardens and the Warren will take 
forward the agreed recommendations. 

 
The following recommendations were agreed: 
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i.  To propose that the Council sends the new tree wardens on an accredited 
 course entitled Basic Tree Survey & Inspection, subject to the Clerk 
 ascertaining that they are willing to commit to regular surveys being their key 
 role.  

ii.  To propose that the Council considers whether other volunteers might be 
 identified for this training or perhaps for something less formal. They would 
 have to be interested in tree health and be regular users of South Gardens 
 and the Warren; commitment to putting the training to good use would be a 
 prerequisite.   

93.  All parishes Meeting 
The next all parishes meeting is taking place on 20th September 2017, and there are 
spaces for two councillors to attend. The chairman will be attending as District 
Councillor.  
The following recommendation was agreed: 
The Clerk will attend and the councillors were asked to inform the Clerk if they wish 
to attend. 
 

94.  Finance 

94.1. It was agreed that the following payments should be made: 

 

Trish Walker Clerk & RFO Salary undisclosed 

Chichester District Council Dog bins and litter bin emptying 524.16 

SSALC Ltd Health and Safety Training Course 96.00 

HWMPF Annual Grant 1000.00 

M H Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass Mowing 316.80 

Wallis White & Co Ltd Internal Audit 264.00 

HWMPF Lengthsman 210.00 

PJC Consultancy Ltd Survey of chestnuts trees in S Gardens 336.00 

 

94.2. It was noted that in consultation between the RFO and the Chairman an interim 
payment of £500  had been paid to WMPF in respect of the annual grant. 

 

94.3.  The following receipts were noted: 

Youth Club closure cheque £3209.91 

Bench Renovation donation  £100.00 

 

95.  Finance Committee 

 The minutes of the Finance committee held on 6th July 2017 were noted and the 

 following recommendations were agreed: 

i.  that Came & Co are approached to see if the insurance policies for the Parish 

  Council, WMPF and Harting Community Hall can be combined into one policy 

  to  reduce costs. 

ii.  that the Subscriptions are retained at the current level. 
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96.  Bank reconciliation for July 2017 

It was noted that the bank reconciliation had been scrutinised and signed by the 

Chairman of the Finance committee. The Chairman of the Council then signed the 

reconciliation in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations.  

 

97.  To note the bank balance as of 30th June 2017 - £ 67584.42 

Noted 

 

98.  To note the budget statement for July 2017 

Noted 

 

99.  Planning 

The minutes of the Planning committee held on 6th July 2017 were noted. 

 

100. Correspondence 

 None 

 

101. Clerk’s report 

The clerk’s report was noted and the following points were updated: 

  

 There has been no contact or reply from Mr Slegg with regard to the 

fingerposts. The 30 days in which he intended to complete the work is up. This 

item will be put on the September agenda  

 A new Project Manager has been allocated to the Furze Meadow situation. The 

Chairman has had an initial conversation with her, sent her a resume of what 

was said, and further contact and proposals are awaited. 

 The problems with the safety ring and ropes being thrown in the pond at South 

Gardens has been very frustrating, and currently there is no safety equipment 

on site. The clerk will keep a log of any incidents and an article will be placed in 

the Parish Magazine. 

 

102. Items for future meetings 

 Fingerposts – Mr Slegg 

 Review of the Health & Safety policy and Risk Assessment (recommendation 

from the Finance committee) 

 Wording for the South Garden sign 

 Furze Meadow 

 Nyewood boundary issue 

 

103. Date of next meeting – 21st  September 2017 

 

The meeting closed at 9.21 pm 
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