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 Annual Parish Meeting 

 
The Annual Parish Meeting (APM) of Harting Parish was held at 6.30pm on 19 April 2018 in 
the Community Hall, Pease Croft, South Harting. The meeting was chaired by the Chairman 
of the Parish Council Mr Andrew Shaxson and 32 members of the public were present. 
 
Welcome and introduction from the Chairman   
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting for 2018. 
 
Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Mrs Pauline Barnfield and Mr David Barnard 
 
Minutes 
The minutes of the last Annual parish meeting held on 20 April 2017 were approved as a 
correct record. 
 
Reports by Parish Organisations 
 
Fetherstonhaugh, Warren, Weaver, Feoffee and Henry Smith Charities - report provided by 

Pauline Barnfield and read by the Chairman. 

The Trustees comprise the Rev.Mark.Morton, Rev. Ken Jacques (Chairman and Secretary), 
Pauline Barnfield (Treasurer), Sue Small, Jane Healy, Liz Lawrence, and Peter Albury.  
John Villars has now agreed to inspect the Accounts.   
We have received   £2,000 from the Henry Smith Charity during 2017 
Greening Harting Trustees on winding up the Association donated £86.71 to be ring fenced 
to alleviate heating costs of a parishioner. At the end of March 2018 there was £1688.38 in 
the Current Account and £582.82 in the reserve account.  
During 2017 we distributed Vouchers at Christmas to the value of £900.00, £300.00 to the 
School to assist disadvantaged children and finally £1,700.00 to persons in need. 
     
Fetherstonhaugh Charity for Poor Men – report given by Steve Walker    
The capital sum of £265 left in 1896 by Miss Featherstonhaugh and passed into the hands of 
the charity commission in 1916 had a balance on 25th February 2017 of £49.85. Interest was 
paid by the charity commission up to 25th February 2018 of £55.14. In December 2017 five 
sums of £10 were paid to 5 men in the parish.  
The trustees are Mr Paul Glue, Mr Stephen Walker and Mr Kevin Clue. 
 

War Memorial Playing Field –report provided by David Barnard and read by the Chairman. 
 
This Winter and Spring have been the wettest for many years, and the field has been very 
wet causing football matches to be cancelled.  
We are now up to speed with the mowing, rolling, etc. to be ready for the cricket season. 
We have reluctantly had to let our long serving secretary retire and I am sure you would join 
me in wishing Pam Woods all the very best. We welcome Steve Klima as our new secretary. 
The tennis club is going well as is the football club. The cricket club are only playing on 
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Saturdays and we are looking into other clubs using the field on Sundays, this would bring 
extra revenue. 
We thank the Parish Council for their support.  
 
Harting Community Hall -  report given by Vivien De-Beer 
I am pleased to report that the hall has had a good year, with no nasty surprises and the 
hiring’s are up, therefore income has risen.  
Last autumn we started the Film Nights which has been moderately successful financially 
but very successful socially. We have a very enthusiastic team of people who run this and 
choosing the films has been a big learning curve. The bar opens half an hour before the film 
starts and again at the interval when we also sell ice creams. 
As a result of the Film Nights we decided in the autumn to buy an Annual Licence; with all 
hirers who sell alcohol paying a subsidy towards it. This means that the Harting and 
Horticultural Societies are now legal. In the past, they have asked for donations for drinks, 
which is, in fact as illegal as selling drinks without a licence. So this has been a good step.  
All our trustees have agreed to serve for another year for which I am very grateful.  
  
Hospital Car Service – report provided by Heather Tuke and read by the Chairman.     
During the last 12 months the Hospital Car service has made 94 trips to hospitals, doctors, 
dentists and opticians and other medically related appointments. 
The number is considerably down on the previous 12 months. This is partly due to people 
going into care homes or having live in carers.  
Again, I would like to thank all the drivers who give their time so cheerfully.  
 
Lunch Club – report given by Edmund Torrens. 
The lunches continue to take place every third Thursday of the month with the exception of 
August and are open to all – not just the elderly in our community. The charge for a two 
course home-cooked lunch with tea/coffee has remained at £3.00 per person. Our all 
important monthly raffle enables us to keep this sum down and we’re grateful for the 
generosity shown by our guests.  
The Lunch Club finances are in a healthy state – we’re always conscious that we might have 
to face a major expense with a dishwasher malfunction.  
We’re grateful to all those who contribute to the lunches to make them such a success – the 
organizers, the cooks, those who lay the tables, serve the meal and clear away, run the 
raffle and clear the hall at the end. Last but not least, our thanks to Margaret Hopkins who 
plays the piano each time, contributing to the community café atmosphere. There would be 
no Lunch Club if it wasn’t for this great band of volunteers.  
An innovation this year has been the kind offer by Fiona Mullett, Head Teacher at the 
school, to provide occasional ‘entertainment’ by the pupils. So far, we have enjoyed both 
singing, dancing and poetry which has been very much appreciated by all.  
 
 
Harting CE Primary School – report given by Fiona Mullett 
Harting School continues to be a vibrant learning community with strong teaching and 

supportive families and volunteers.  We are really grateful for village involvement and enjoy 

being central to Harting life.  We continue to welcome Harting children, along with those 

from Petersfield and other Hampshire and Sussex locations. 
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We are well supported by Harting community including: 

 attendance at the Luncheon club: we love the encouragement given to our dance 

troop, choir and reception pupils 

 village churches lead assemblies and services 

 National Trust provide a Forest School site and share Uppark grounds for school 

events. This is in addition to a year 6 sustainability project when children sold bird-

boxes at Harting Festivities – sponsored boxes are now dotted around Uppark 

 Use of the village sports ground for events 

As always, we have had a full calendar, supported by our PTFA. Highlights include: 

 a wide range of clubs enabling success at sporting fixtures and a dance flash mob 

 topic linked trips 

 school productions and talent shows 

 go-kart racing 

 O2 Young Voices concert 

 music gig  

 Rotary club concert and debating competition 

 a host of other events 

This term, Nick Gibb (MP) congratulated the school for being in the top 1% of all schools in 

England for maths attainment.  Additionally, the school was graded ‘Good’ in the church 

inspection – praised for its ‘Love and Respect’, which extends through the school.  

We look forward to providing excellent education, for many years, and thank everyone for 

the support.  This report only touches on the vibrancy of Harting School life. Interested 

parties are welcome to call our office to arrange a visit.   

 

 Harting Bell Ringers Report 2016 – report provided by Chris Rose and read by the Chairman 

We currently have Fifteen ringers including three learners who started to learn last year and 

are all progressing well 

We practice on a Tuesdays from 7.30 until 9pm and ring on the first and third Sunday’s of 

each month for the Sunday morning services, We also ring for weddings and are one of the 

few churches that ring before and after the wedding ceremony, 

Harting bells are recognised to be some of the most difficult bells to ring due to the long 

draft, and we are lucky to have fifteen ringers as other churches in the area have stopped 

ringing due to lack of bell ringers,  

Pat James is our secretary and Leslie James looks after our funds and is our treasurer, Pru 

Barlow looks after the Sunday and wedding ringing rotas and Paul Glue and Richard dale are 

our steeple keepers and look after the maintenance of the bells 

Chris Rose is the current Tower Captain helped by Luke Trewin who is the vice-captain 
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Harting Parish News – report given by Julie Cragg 
The last AGM for the Parish Magazine was held on the 27th October 2017. 

The Parish Magazine is currently on an even keel, operating smoothly and we feel 

appreciated as a high-quality product. The Village Voices feature seems to be a particularly 

popular innovation, and the magazine is full, with most months needing extra pages to be 

added. 

The publishing software, InDesign, has been updated, and is now purchased on annual 

subscription and is well worth the money as it is this software that adds to the quality of the 

magazine.  

Advertising space sales for next year are satisfactory. Nonetheless, there is some evidence 

of the inevitable competition from social media (fewer inserts, for example), and a steady 

loss of old stalwarts as time goes by. After last year’s big increase in production costs, some 

increase in advertising rates was required; and a 5% increase was agreed by the committee, 

except for the smallest ads which should go up by only one pound, to £48 pa. It was agreed 

by all of the committee that it was important to ensure that circulation figures remained 

healthy to support the advertising. 

481 copies are currently distributed each month, mostly to subscribers but with sales 

through the Harting Stores in the high double figures.   The committee have some medium-

term concerns regarding circulation as village newcomers seemed less ready to subscribe 

than older residents, and replacing retiring distributors can also be difficult (One member of 

our team, for example, is now covering three rounds). Further downwards drift in 

circulation might call for a new sales drive in due course. 

In respect of the HPN accounts income and expenditure are balancing out and there is no 

case at this time for increasing the cover price but this will need to be monitored closely 

given uncertainties over future sales and advertising revenue.  

As always I would like to thank my team for all their efforts to get the magazine out to you 

all each month. 

 

Henry Warren Hall Operating Committee – report given by Tania Chaplin 

During the last year, we continued our active social programme in Nyewood using the green 

at Furze Meadow and other nearby venues. One of the highlights was The Magic of 

Christmas concert held at Bedales School. This one-night event raised over £2,700 - shared 

equally by The Rosemary Foundation and Nyewood’s Henry Warren Hall.  

We are making progress towards replacing Nyewood’s old village hall with a new building, 

fit to last another 100 years. We are in the midst of conducting a new village survey, to help 

determine whether support for a new hall continues, and to understand peoples preference 

for siting the new hall.  
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We have two viable locations for siting the new hall. The first is siting a new hall on the old 

site, where we have planning permission. The second, alternative site, is at the northern end 

of Nyewood (opposite the industrial estate), where we have an option to purchase land and 

have begun the planning process. 

Harting Scouts 

No report was received from Harting Scouts. 

 Harting Minibus Community Interest Company (HMCIC) -  report given by Cliff ParryThe 

Community Interest Company has just completed its first year of trading and has managed 

to retain earnings amounting to approximately £2000.00. This is despite some setup costs, 

increasing maintenance expenses on our vehicles, training fees and our exposure to some 

new expenses, such as Corporation Tax. Details of the year’s financial activity will be 

available shortly when our accounts are lodged with Companies House.  

New Bus:  An increasing number of our volunteer drivers are retiring, and replacements are 

difficult to recruit, since younger drivers no longer have the D1 endorsement to their 

licences to permit them to drive our existing vehicles. The directors, therefore, decided that 

action be taken to acquire a replacement vehicle for which drivers would not need a D1 

licence but could still carry 16 passengers. We expect delivery of this new vehicle shortly.  

Driver Assessments:   With Wayne Weallean’s departure, the CIC lost a valuable (free) 

assessment resource. It was decided to invest in the necessary training for our own people 

to become qualified to conduct driver assessments. This has resulted in substantial savings 

in costs which would occur if such a service was ‘bought-in’, as well as ensuring continued 

conformity with our obligations to safety. 

Possible Changes to S22 Permits:   The CIC is aware that any changes might affect our 

operations in the future and directors are involved in the consultation process with 

Government  

Midhurst Route:   Following some test marketing, it was decided that a new scheduled 

weekly route to Midhurst would enhance our service to the community and this is now 

operating every Tuesday morning. 

 

Harting Society – report given by John Stevens 

I am happy to say that the society is in good health with individual membership standing at 

117 with 74 single or joint memberships. This enhanced total represents a very welcome 

reversal of the gradual decline experienced over the past few years. Attendance at the 6 

annual talks has also increased significantly with several talks effectively being “sell outs”.   

As far as the society’s role as an amenity pressure group is concerned, over the past year the 

society has lodged objections to proposed building development at Loppers Ash and a plot 

north of the Forge – both of which were detailed in the South Downs Local Plan Pre-

submission Housing Allocation. Action has also been taken to discourage HGV transport 

companies from ignoring the 6’6” width restriction signs on the road between the A272 and 

West Harting.   
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With a strong membership base and sound financial footing the society is already planning a 
program of talks for 2019 and beyond.  The society continues to take advantage of the high 
standard of service and facilities offered by the Harting village hall.  

 

 

Harting Parish council chairman’s report – report given by Andrew Shaxson, Chairman. 
The last year has, in its own way, been as busy as the first two of this four year Parish 
council term.   Some things have been easy to resolve, others drag on far longer than 
anticipated – and hoped.   This report is shorter than the one I gave last year.  That is not 
because there aren’t other items that need to be mentioned, but because I trust the 
monthly updates in the Parish Magazine are keeping you informed.  If necessary I anticipate 
questions at this meeting.   Asking them is a major reason for holding it.    
Last year I referred to the challenge of maintaining South Gardens and The Warren, both for 
today and into the future.  Several tree surveys have subsequently been carried out, 
identifying the need for some tree felling and other work.  You cannot have avoided seeing 
what has already been done.  Very sadly the three two-hundred year old Horse Chestnuts in 
South Gardens were found to be diseased and subsequently felled as being unsafe to 
remain in such a widely-used public area.  The timber will be removed when the ground 
conditions enable it to done without damage.  Not only when felling those trees but also all 
the others we were very lucky with the ground conditions when the work was undertaken, 
and fortunate that the contractors used great care.    Indeed, the human footfall during this 
wet winter and spring has created much more mess in South Gardens than the tree 
work.  Two trees will be planted in place of the chestnuts next winter.  More necessary work 
will shortly be undertaken, notably crown lifting of the trees surrounding the mown 
areas.    A lot of consideration has been given to clearing the ponds, but without access to 
an area to deposit the spoil we are currently unable to dredge them.  One thing is certain – 
the ponds have been there for more than 200 years, and because stream water doesn’t flow 
into them silt isn’t introduced.  The deposits are leaf drop and other vegetative material, 
and in consequence the ponds are not appreciably silting up year-by-year.    
South Harting highways issues have been debated for many decades.  As stated in the parish 
magazine, a small group under the leadership of Sheila Bramley is identifying those which 
can be addressed, and the best way of doing it.  To provide background information, speed 
and traffic density surveys are shortly to be carried out at five locations in the 
village.   Another highway’s issue is the Velo South cycle event for 15,000 riders, that will 
close the road running north south through the parish (Nyewood  to South Lodge) for most 
of Sunday 23rd September.   As a greatly affected parish the Parish Council believe we 
should have been involved at an early stage; instead we have been told about it as a fait 
accompli. Regardless of how the event goes it is the wrong approach.  
The future status of the area of public access land at Furze Meadow continues to grind 
slowly towards a conclusion.   The owners, Hyde Housing, are willing to sell it to the Parish 
Council for £1, but we are currently unable to decide whether we are able to take on 
ownership, noting all that entails in terms of on-going maintenance costs and the restrictive 
covenants that Hyde want to impose.  We remain in negotiation with Hyde, and hope to 
resolve this soon.  
On the 19th October many parishioners attended an extra-ordinary Parish  Meeting in this 
hall to be informed about, and subsequently express views on the soundness or otherwise 
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of the policies set out in the SDNPA Pre-submission  Local Plan.   Based on the almost 
entirely adverse views of those who attended, the Parish Council sent very detailed 
analytical comments on a few policies to the NPA.  These can be read on the Harting PC 
website.  All the comments received by the SDNPA  - and their reactions  - were due to be 
publicised before the end of March; I queried where they were and yesterday was told that 
their intention is to do this by the end of April.  The Parish council remains most concerned 
about not only the proposed sites but also undemocratic aspects of this consultation 
process.   We have reserved the right for two of us to speak at the forthcoming Examination 
in Public.  
Numbers of planning applications have again kept the planning committee busy.   Ably 
chaired by Chris Healey that committee has considered every application and made 
comments on a fair number of them.  Although we have been building up a considerable 
reserve of cash in our bank account, we knew that once we started to pay for tree surveys 
and felling work that sum would diminish.  It will be further reduced by the costs attached 
to becoming compliant with the GDPR – the General Data Protection Regulations.     That 
administrative requirement is not just something that the parish council has to abide by but 
any organisation that might hold any public information or data  - including societies, 
trustees, PCCs, etc.   Whilst the internet and World Wide Web are generally a force for good 
such irksome requirements have been highlighted by the recent behaviour of 
Facebook.   Copies of the year ending 31st March budget monitoring, the most up-to -date 
financial figures are in the room.    

At the end of last year Dave Barnard decided that following the closure of his shop and 
losing that foothold in the parish, he would stand down from the parish council.  All and 
sundry habitually popped into his shop, which became a mine of information.  We miss him 
and that source of knowledge.  Four able candidates put their names forward for co-option, 
and we choose Anthony Palmer.   I would like to thank all the councillors for what they have 
done on behalf of the Parish during the last year – and at the expense of embarrassing her I 
should like to especially praise Sheridan Bowman who not only was very largely responsible 
for the great deal of work involved in preparing the already mentioned reply to the SDNPA 
planning consultation but can be sure to carefully draft the all-too many documents and 
policies that ensure the Parish Council is kept practically and legally compliant with 
legislation.  I also thank our County Councillor Kate O’Kelly for all she has done for us during 
her first year of office.  She is part of our highways investigations working group, and is 
leading a multi-parish working group that is endeavouring to save the routes operated by 
the service buses in this parish and the wider area.  If this is not enough, congratulations for 
winning the Rogate by-election last Thursday and becoming a member of CDC.  Is she aiming 
to emulate the previous Rogate councillor?   The last, but certainly not least, person I must 
thank is Trish for the cheerful and positive way she has got to grips with the challenges of 
being our Parish Clerk, having now been in post for 19 months. Finally, please note that 
there is just over a year until the next Parish Council elections, and local democracy would 
really benefit from a contested parish council election.  It requires sufficient able and 
enthusiastic people to put their names forward for election.  Please give consideration to 
standing for office – I shall mention this again in the lead up to the 2nd May 2019 election.   
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Open Forum 
 
Brian Evans noted that the CDC “Initiatives” magazine has a lot of information about 
Chichester and the immediate surrounding areas, but not so much about the rural 
communities. Is there any way of addressing this? The chairman replied to say that 
this had been the feeling for some time, and the District Councillors representing 
rural communities were very aware of this, and had raised the issue with CDC. 
 
Eleanor Harradine raised concerns on behalf of herself and other members of the 
community over the loss of the monthly amenity vehicle. She had carried out an on-
line poll over this, and the feeling in the Community is very strong. There is an 
awareness that funding is tight, and she suggested there might be joint consideration 
by SDNPA, WSCC, CDC and the Parish Council to see if an arrangement can be 
made to provide some reduced service. She noted that the cost for the collection of 
large items of rubbish was high and prohibitive.  
The chairman asked the County Councillor, who was in attendance, if there had 
been any updates on this. She confirmed that despite many efforts, WSCC have 
confirmed that the amenity service will not be reinstated as it would cause inequity 
across the County. However, there may need to be other Community solutions.  
 
Chris Wright asked if the Chairman might be able to expand on the covenants that 
were impeding progress with the Furze Meadow situation.  
The situation was outlined by one of the councillors present, who confirmed that an 
alternative to the covenants had been sent to Hyde Housing for consideration.  
 
Sue Wright asked what was happening in the meanwhile with the swings at Furze 
Meadow.  
The chairman confirmed that hopefully Hyde Housing would make a decision soon 
which would enable the swings to be repaired.  
 
Mike O’Kelly  asked what the Parish Council were doing to bring pressure on 
WSCC about the potholes in the parish. The road surfaces are in a bad condition, 
particularly at Hurst. Is the Parish Council able to renew pressure on WSCC to 
improve the situation.  
The Chairman noted that there had recently been a road closure to carry out works 
along the Hurst stretch of road, but it appears only some potholes were repaired. He 
also noted that Southern Water are carrying out main renewals during the next 6 
months which will impact on the stretch of road at Hurst, it would therefore be 
sensible to leave any substantial road surfacing work until that work has been 
completed. The chairman noted that the procedure to report potholes was via WSCC 
“Love West Sussex” website, and all members of the community can use this tool.  
  
 
 Tony Bayley – wondered whether it was possible to ask those present what the 
most important concerns were over the traffic issues in the village.  
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The councillor leading the Traffic Working Group confirmed that public opinion 
should be sought at some stage, but this meeting may not be reflective of the 
general view. Speed traffic surveys are due to take place in the next couple of 
weeks, and these will provide useful data.  
 
Eleanor Harradine- There has been concern in the parish about the numbers of 
Chinooks flying over the village, especially late into the night and early hours. On 
one occasion recently they were flying for 5 hours. Would it be possible to have 
advanced warning so that people could be prepared.  
The Chairman responded to say that it was important that training was able to take 
place, but that the Parish Council would write to Odiham with the concerns that had 
been voiced about the times and length of practices.  
It was also noted that it was important that people log the times if there are any 
issues.  
 
Mike O’Kelly -  Thanked  the Chairman, clerk and team of councillors for the work 
they do on behalf of the Parish.  
 
 
 
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 7.30pm. 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 




