
Tree Works in South Gardens and the Warren  
 
As many residents are aware, either via Harting Parish News or notices posted in South Gardens and 
the Warren (SGs & W), ash dieback is a serious problem in our locality, indeed more so even than in 
nearby areas of the South Downs. Ash dieback is caused by an airborne fungus: infected trees are 
weakened, hence they become susceptible to honey fungus and have no chance of recovery. They 
can shed limbs or even unexpectedly fall; they are therefore a public safety problem, particularly in 
areas such as SGs & W which are bounded to the east by the busy B2146 and are criss-crossed by 
many formal and informal footpaths. 
 
In June 2019, the Parish Council’s chosen arboricultural consultant did a ‘leaf on’ survey of all of the 
trees in SGs & W. In its early stages, ash dieback is manifested through loss of crown growth; such a 
survey is therefore particularly good for picking up the problem. Relative to his previous survey, the 
consultant’s findings were stark: all of the ash trees in SGs & W were showing signs of infection and 
needed to be felled because of the risk to public safety. Sadly, this reflects the experience in other 
countries such as Denmark and Poland where nearly all ash trees within woodlands have succumbed 
to dieback.  
 
The felling work required many permissions: Natural England because a sliver of the Warren is in the 
Harting Downs SSSI; Forestry Commission for a felling licence because of the amount of timber 
needing to be removed; Chichester District Council because the access road to South Gardens is in 
the South Harting Conservation Area, and West Sussex County Council because of road and footpath 
closures. Added to which were negotiations with adjacent landowners either because of the need 
for access from their land or because of their need for access from the Council’s to facilitate 
essential felling alongside key footpaths. Immediately adjacent users of the area with pre-planned 
programmes of activity, such as the Scouts and the Diggers school, have also had to be kept 
informed.   
 
The Council had hoped that the required work would take place in the latter half of September while 
ground conditions for heavy machinery were still good (traditional felling methods involving climbing 
and the use of chainsaws are unsafe for badly infected trees). The many permissions/negotiations, in 
particular delays with the Forestry Commission’s processing of the felling licence application, have 
resulted in the work not being able to start until 15 October. The conditions will therefore be wetter 
than the Council would ideally have liked, however, the ground will quickly recover when the drier 
weather returns. 
  
It is anticipated that the work will take approximately three weeks and will start in the Warren. This 
will involve footpath closures and the area will not be accessible for obvious safety reasons. Closure 
notices will be posted at every entry point to the area.  
 
The work in South Gardens is expected to take place over two days starting on 28 October. There 
will be no access to South Gardens during this period. The roadway immediately to the north of the 
entrance will have to be cleared of all vehicles to allow large forestry machinery to gain access to the 
Gardens, and the car parking area alongside will probably also have to be vacated. Notices will be 
posted in the area. 
 
The ash trees alongside the B2146 to the east of the Warren will be taken down towards the end of 
October. The road will be closed and diversion signs will be erected nearer the time. 
 
As the timetable for each stage of the work becomes clearer, there will be updates on the Council’s 
website (address below). 



  
All of the brash will be cleared and chipped. The timber and chippings will be removed from the site 
and burnt at a large biomass facility in Kent: their sale will cover the cost of the works. Any timber 
stacks left following the tree works in 2018 will remain in place to provide natural habitats: much of 
that timber was, however, stolen. 
  
The Council apologises for the significant inconvenience the felling works will undoubtedly cause 
many residents. However, it hopes everyone will understand that public safety had to be the priority 
and that felling the ash trees had to be done as quickly as possible, albeit within the constraints 
imposed in getting the necessary permissions.  
 
Looking to the future, the Council has commissioned a Woodland Management Plan (WMP) for the 
Warren and South Gardens. This will involve replanting, coppicing and regular maintenance of the 
two areas to improve them for the enjoyment of the community for many years to come. The WMP 
can be found on the Council’s website, together with the earlier Ancient Woodland Restoration 
Survey. In a few areas of overcrowding, the WMP recommends a degree of thinning of non-ash 
species to improve the health of the remaining trees. To have had this work done at a future date 
would have been costly to the Parish; it will therefore be done as soon as the ash trees have been 
felled and will therefore have the benefit of being cost-neutral.  
 
If you would like any further information please contact the Clerk to Harting Parish Council, Trish 
Walker, by email clerk@harting-pc.gov.uk 
 
Harting Parish Council website - http://www.parish-council.com/HartingParishCouncil/ 
Information on ash dieback -https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/public-paths-
and-the-countryside/ash-dieback/ 
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