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Serving the local community 

COUNCIL SUPPORTS DEVELOPMENT OF NEW 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY and INTERNET FACILITY 

Following the announcement that Taff’s Well library was 

to close the Community Council agreed that it would 
work with local residents to see if alternative provision 
could be based within the village.  At the same time the 

lease on the former Police Station on Cardiff Road 
became available and it was agreed to see if the building 
could be converted it into a library hub and internet 
centre. 

 
The “Hub” carries a wide range of books, including 
talking books and children's books and also houses 3 

computers that can be used by local residents to either 

develop their internet skills, search for jobs on line or 
simply brows the internet. 

 
In order to provide continued funding a Community 
Development Association has been established and 
registered with the Charity Commission. Whilst the 

Community Council will guarantee payment of the lease, 
for a period of 5 years, the Taff’s Well and Nantgarw 
Community Development Association (TWNCDA) will 

examine further sources of funding 

thereby establishing a sustainable 
development.  
 

It is hoped that by working through the 
Charity and, in partnership with the 
County Council and other organisations 
further services can be developed to 

meet the needs of local residents.   
 
Staffed entirely by volunteers The Library Hub is a good 

example of what can be achieved when organisations and 

the community work together to ensure that vital 
services remain at the heart of our community. 

 
The Community Council and TWNCDA would wish to 
formally acknowledge and thank County Councillor Jill 
Bonetto for work in ensuring that the County Council 

provided support for the new facility and to all of the 
volunteers that have contributed their time and energy to 
bring this project to a successful conclusion. 

Pictured are local volunteers  who have given their time to refurbish the library / internet centre together 

with the next generation of users 
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Trees on Cardiff Road obscuring daylight 

and making driving conditions difficult  

TREES ON CARDIFF ROAD 

CUT BACK  

 
 
Following representations from  the 

Community Council  the County Council has  
cut back the trees from Glan y Llyn to Ferris' 
garage Cardiff Road. 

 
The Community Council had expressed 

concern that some of the trees were 

potentially dangerous with branches falling 
onto the Cardiff Road. In addition, the trees 
were obscuring the daylight and street lights 
making the area very dark even during the 

day. 
 
The County Council undertook a "thinning 

exercise" and removed dangerous and 
diseased trees that were causing erosion 
problems on the embankments. 

NEW CHAIRMAN OF THE 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
   

At its annual general  meeting Councillor    
Megan Jones was unanimously elected 
Chairman of the Community Council for the 
municipal year 2012 -2013.   

 

  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Councillor Jones is supported by Councillor 
Lynne  Thomas  who was elected as Vice 

Chairman.  
 
Both Councillors are well known for their 

voluntary work within the area and for their 
commitment to providing facilities for local 
people.   

 
 
 

ALLOTMENT’S GROUP GIVEN SECURITY OF TENURE 
 
Following the development of the 
Community Garden the Allotments 

Association approached the Council and 
requested that a new “Memorandum of 
Understanding” be agreed which would 
give allotment holders the same tenancy 

security as those on the Community 
Garden . 
 

The Terms of the agreement are for an 
initial period of twenty five years with 
an expiry date of 31st December 2035.  

 
The Community Council undertook that, 

unless there are significant breaches in the conditions of the agreement, it will not reclaim 
the land until the agreed expiry date. 

 

The Allotment Committee were also reminded that, under the provisions of the Local 
Government Act, the Community Council can only expend money for the benefit of 

residents of the area, consequently  the committee were requested to ensure that when 
plots become available they are allocated to local people and not to individuals residing 
outside of the Community Council’s boundaries.  This will not affect existing plot holders 

who will continue to have security of tenure during the term of the agreement. 

Councillor Megan Jones 

new Chairman of the 

Community Council  

Taff’s Well Allotments   
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ENFORCEMENT ACTION ON DOG LITTER  

The Community Council is continuing to receive a significant amount of 
complaints about dog litter in local parks and pavements caused by 

irresponsible dog owners. Recently a local football match had to be delayed 

because of the amount of dog litter on the football pitch. 
 
Dog  faeces harbours a dangerous organism ' Toxicara canis' which can cause 
blindness in children who come into contact with the dog’s mess. It would 

appear that some dog owners are ignoring signs that prohibit dogs in 

children's play areas, potentially putting the health of young children at risk. 

 
In order to combat this problem the Community Council has requested that 
the County Council’s enforcement team vigorously pursues those individuals who deliberately 

ignore the prohibition signs or do not pick up their dog’s mess. Over the next few months 

enforcement teams will be visiting the area and will issue penalty notices of £100 to those who 
continue to ignore the warning signs.    

Dog litter bins 

erected outside 

local parks 

PLANNING APPLICATION REFUSED 
 

 
 
 

The application, which was recommended for approval by the planning department, was 
rejected after the intervention of the local County Council Member Jill Bonetto who 
requested a site meeting so officers could explain why this application was being 
recommended for approval when residents have previously had planning applications, to 

extend their garden curtilages into this space refused. Their appeals to the planning 
inspectorate were also subsequently dismissed on the grounds that the land should be 
retained as open space. 

 
Not satisfied with the explanation given Cllr Bonetto moved that the planning application 
be rejected and that the land remain "public open space". Fortunately, the planning 

committee agreed with her and rejected the application. 
 
It is likely that the applicant will now appeal the refusal and a final determination will be 
made by the Welsh Assembly Government's planning inspectorate. We will keep you 

informed of future developments 
 
 

JELLY BABIES WIN  

NATIONAL AWARD 
A local Parent and baby group, based in Taff’s 

Well has been voted the best in the UK. Jelly 
Babies Breastfeeding Support Group beat UK 

wide competition to be named the most 
outstanding baby and toddler at the 
prestigious “What’s on 4 Junior” awards 

ceremony” 
 
The group run by local Mums Becca Arnold, 

Sarah Brough and Laura Fergusson meets on 
Wednesday afternoons at Taff’s Well Village 
Hall. The group makes no charges to attend 

and relies entirely on voluntary donations.  
 
The Community Council has previously 
provided “grant aid” to the group and will 

continue to support the excellent work that 
they undertake within our community.  

 

Host Lucy Piper, Becca Arnold and 

Laura Fergusson at the Awards 

 Following representations from the Community Council and local residents a controversial    

 planning application to develop 6 houses on land to the rear of 58-61 Rhiw'r Ddar has   
 been refused planning permission. 
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL OPPOSES FLATS 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Community Council has written to the County Planning Department to oppose the erection of 14 two 
bedroom self contained apartments together with external works at: the former police station site between 9 & 13  

Cardiff Road, Taff’s Well. 
 
The Community Council's view is that the proposed development would be detrimental to residents living in 

Anchor Street and cause additional parking problems on Cardiff Road and surrounding streets. The Community 
Council has written to all households directly affected by the application so that individuals can also voice their 
opposition to this intrusive proposal. 
 

Whilst the local County Council Member Jill Bonetto, for legal reasons, cannot comment on the application before 
it is submitted to the planning committee the Community Council has requested that she does everything within her 
powers to raise the concerns of local residents and opposes the development when it is placed before the Planning 

Committee. 
 
Full details on all planning applications submitted in Taff’s Well and Nantgarw can be viewed on the Council’s 

Website:-  www.taffswellandnantgarwcc.com  

ARTICLE AND PICTURES WANTED FOR 

 

WORK DONE AT  TAWELYFRYN COMMUNITY CENTRE  

Cardiff Road view of the proposed 

development site which the Council 
feels would adversely affect local 
residents and cause further congestion 

and parking problems on Cardiff Road. 

Councillor Jill Bonetto with students and volunteers at 

the Thermal Spring   

THERMAL SPRING SURVEY 
Over the next few months a group of 16 Geography 

students from the University of Glamorgan will be 
working in partnership with Rhondda Cynon Taf County 
Council to create a general increased awareness and use 
of the thermal spring which is located at Taff’s Well Park. 

 

The spring itself is only one of a handful in the United 
Kingdom and the only existing natural thermal spring in 

Wales. We believe that the thermal spring should become 
a highlight of South Wales tourism and provide increased 
visitors to the area thereby enhancing local business 

opportunities. 
 
In order that the views of local people are taken into 
account the students are undertaking a survey of local 

residents and incorporating their views into the final 

report on this important project. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
If you would like to take part in the survey you can do so 
'on line' on the Community Council's Website, or pick up 
a form from The Library Hub. 

Please remember it is YOUR park and it is important that 
YOUR views are known so please participate in the 
survey.    


