
CROWN CHURCH INVERNESS 
Crown Church worships and witnesses to Jesus Christ within our   

local community and wider still. 

For almost 120 years Crown Church 
has provided worship and witness from 
its prominent location in Inverness.  

 Crown Church of Scotland lies within a long-
established residential area of Inverness, within two 
minutes walk of the city’s shopping centre. 
Conveniently close to the Crown Primary School, local  
shops, doctors, dentists, vets and Raigmore Hospital.  
                                                  Significant residential 
                                                  property developments  
                                                  close to the church are 
                                                  nearing completion. Quick 
                                                  access to the A9 provides  
                                                  the opportunity  to travel 
                                                  easily to the many areas                   
                                                  of magnificent scenery 
and outdoor leisure pursuits. The  airport is a 20 minute 
drive, and connections are easily made for worldwide 
travel. 

The manse is a recently renovated family home, 
situated on a quiet residential street within easy walking 
distance of the Church, the City, primary and secondary 
schools,  Eden Court  
Theatre, and rail and 
bus stations. 
There are 4 bedrooms, 
2 public rooms, a study, 
conservatory,   
2 bathrooms, 1 ensuite,  
2 downstairs cloak  
rooms, a garage and garden  areas to front and rear. 
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There are 3 services on a Sunday 

9.30am - Informal, inclusive, all-age worship 
service for families and people of all ages 
held in a hall.  Planned and led by a team 
consisting of the Minister, and others.  
Involves members of the congregation  
in the worship.  
Lasts approx  
3/4 hour with  
an opportunity  
to chat over tea  
and coffee after  
the service. 

11am - More traditional service 
held in the Sanctuary.  
Contributions by the choir and 
with members of the 
congregation undertaking the 
Scripture readings.  
Currently there is an initiative 
to involve members of the  
congregation in leading short 
prayers. The service is attended  
by families and people of all ages 
with opportunities for children 
and young people to go to a 
creche or Treasure Seekers 
during the service. 

The service lasts approx 1 hour   
followed by an opportunity to meet 
over tea and coffee.  
The 9.30 and 11am services had  
usually been following the 
Narrative Lectionary. 
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6.30pm - A teaching service grouped into series usually spanning six weeks based 
on a specific theme or book (recent examples are Ezekiel, Parting Words).  
There is normally a break between each series. 
The worship is led by members of the congregation with preaching covered by the 
Minister and other members of the congregation. 
After the service there is an opportunity for discussion over tea and coffee. 

There are 4 Communion Services annually at 9.30am, 11am and 3pm (for those 
who have difficulty sitting through the longer services). These are followed at 
6.30pm by a Thanksgiving Service. Home Communion can be requested. 
                                            
                                                           
                                                          Other annual services 
                                        For those who have been bereaved, both  
                                                          church families and those from the parish.  
                                                          Service for commissioning the Boys Brigade. 
                                        Service of Remembrance.  
                                                          Holy Week Services. 
                                                          Christmas Services at 6.30pm, Watchnight 
                                                          Christmas Eve and Christmas Morning. 

                                                         

Music 
At the 11am service the choir often offers 
an anthem, ranging from the traditional to  
the contemporary or modern settings of  
hymns and spiritual items. 

The 9.30am and 6.30pm services are  
accompanied on the piano. The 9.30am  
service also has a variety of percussion  
instruments  used by members of the  
congregation. 
                                                        At 11am the organ generally accompanies  
                                                        worship although there is occasionally piano  
                                                        accompaniment. During worship a wide 
                                                       range of traditional hymns and modern praise 
                                                       items are used at all services. 
Prayer   
Friday Noon Prayer group. Praying for 
the sick and Church life in the week 
ahead 

Our aspiration is to continue to develop  
the prayer life of congregation and  
encourage their participation in services 
with training given in leading public 
prayer.       

Time to pray held in 
2017



                 

Bible Study Group  
A regular Tuesday morning meeting. 
Attendance of about 15  exploring in depth one 
book of the Bible at a time. 
Currently studying Genesis, and prior to that 
John and Hebrews. 
A Wednesday evening group which recently 
studied Romans also meets. 

Lent House Groups 
These are run each year all studying the same theme.( 2018 was ‘Giving’). These are 
hosted and led by various members of the congregation. 

Retreats 
Different groups, different places over the years! 
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Alpha courses  
These are open to all from those at the start of a faith journey to those wishing  
to refresh and deepen their understanding. 

Elder Training 
Mostly delivered at the annual Elders’ Day Conference (the most recent being  
‘Visiting those with Dementia’ and  ‘Developing Discipleship.’)   
Training is also available in other areas if desired for example ‘visiting the 
bereaved’, ‘leading public prayer’.  

Our aspiration is to continue to encourage Bible Studies, increase uptake of house 
groups at Lent, introduce similar studies at Advent and to develop house groups 
meeting throughout the year. 
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Young Crown 
Young Crown is an independent SCIO working in cooperation with Crown Church with 
the aim of promoting a sustained and generous focus on children, young people and 
their families.  

Young Crown is currently employing a Youth and Children’s Work Coordinator. Struan 
McRoberts, and is funded by Go For It in combination with personal donations. 

His work is currently blossoming in schools - 
with strong connections to both Crown Primary 
School and Millburn Academy. He maintains a 
weekly presence in both schools; running lunch 
clubs, SU, chaplaincy, assembly programmes, 
teaching lessons and more. 

Young Crown also runs weekly youth groups  
and provides support for two toddler groups, 
youth and children’s work in church and for 
services, and the BB. 

Young Crown has its own website www.young-crown.co.uk 

Year of Young People 
Crown Church has  chosen to be involved in the Year of Young People, through three 
of the themes suggested by the Church of Scotland. One Church/One Body, Health 
and Wellbeing and Volunteers.  
The initial focus will be on One Church/One Body, followed by Health and Wellbeing. 
Looking at the involvement and role of children and young people in terms of 
devotion, their role in the church and community and also in relation to mission, will 
allow us to plan and develop the life of the young in our church. 
One initiative is the setting up of a breakfast on the last Sunday of the month. This 
is seen as means of bringing everyone together on Sunday encouraging volunteering 
and intergenerational contact.   

WhatsApp group 
This has been set up for parents to be in contact allowing them to share which of 
the morning services their children will be attending. 



B 
o 
y 
s’ 

B 
R 
I 
G 
A 
D 
E

3rd Inverness Boys’ Brigade Company (Crown Church) 

The 3rd Inverness Boys’ Brigade Company is now in its 101st year.  

We have almost 60 Boys enrolled in the Company across the 3 sections – 18 in Anchor 
Boys (P1 – P3); 16 in Junior Section (P4 – P6) and 24 in Company Section (P7 – S6). 

Boys are involved in a wide range of activities from crafts, games, movie nights and 
sports.  
The older Boys take part in National Competitions travelling around Scotland to 
compete. 

We hold an annual camp where the Boys go away for a weekend and take part in various 
activities.  

The Boys are involved in the community volunteering at local events. 

We have our annual Enrolment Service in the Church, help out with door duties and lead 
some of the 9.30am services. 
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                                   Friendship Club 
                                   For the over 50s. 
                                                  This meets  fortnightly, 
                                                   and is open to all in the 
                                                    local area.  
                                                   There are speakers and 
                                                   also a time to socialise.  
                                                         

                                         
                                   
Launchpad has provided items                    
like these for 30 years to         
help those who are unemployed                                              
use their spare time                 An ALPHA course 
profitably.                                is run most years. 

Our extensive suite of halls (2 large halls, small 
hall, large lounge, kitchen) are used in the service  
of our community: the Breakfast Club, Toddlers’ 
Groups, Crown Corner Club (the after–school club) 
Brownies, Guides, Country Dancing, Tai Chi, Bridge, 
Crown Band, Inverness Singers, TFX (Children’s 
Theatre Group) and Young Crown in addition to the 
groups run by the church.                                              

There is support for a local                                           
initiative ‘Food for Families’,         
cooking and freezing large 
quantities of meals for those in 
need. 
                    
Services of worship are held 
regularly in local Care Homes. 

Boxes at the Church doors  
help supply the local Foodbank.                                                                       

The Olive Grove  
This is a volunteer community  
tearoom, run as an ecumenical  
venture since 2009 with local 
churches. 
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Our twinning with North 
Street United Church, 
Kingston, Jamaica, has 
focussed on exchanges of 
prayer and liturgy. 
Small groups from both 
churches have each visited on 
three occasions, over the 
past ten years.  

Christian Aid  
We have a long-standing commitment knocking on every door in our parish each 
year, as well as helping out in a neighbouring one, and raising about £4,000 
annually. 

Our Mission Partner until recently was Joel Gethinji, in Nepal. We 
contributed money for two houses to replace those lost in the earthquake.  
Recently we have been given new partners from the Czech Republic – Rev. David 
and Mrs Mary Sinclair.

The Highland Malawi Trust an independent charity initiated by members of 
Crown church, works on projects to address the physical and spiritual needs of 
those affected by HIV and Aids.  

Two of our members regularly travel to 
Malawi to help widows and orphans and 
oversee and plan for work in which the 
Trust will invest.

Generous support for this has been 
provided by Crown as well as many 
others in Inverness.  



Pastoral care 
Provided by the Minister and visiting elders supported by a team of home visitors as 
well as a wide range of informal visiting.

Ecumenical Context 
Holy Week services 
In the past these have been held  each evening of the week in either St John’s 
Episcopal Church, St Ninian’s Catholic Church, and the Churches on the Hill (Old High 
St Stephens and Crown). Since 2015 changes in personnel in the other churches mean 
we have held these services, open to all, in our own church.  
In the past we have also run interdenominational Lent studies. 
The Olive Grove (see Outreach) 
The best example of local ecumenism, set up by Crown Church then widened to involve 
the other three churches on the Hill.  Currently volunteer staff are drawn from three 
of these churches. The Board is chaired by a member of St Ninian’s, with 3 members 
from Crown and 2 from Old High St Stephens. 
The Faith and Science Exhibition  
This was held in Science Week in May 2017 and welcomed people from many churches 
and none. The associated lecture attracted almost 100 people, and generated an 
interesting discussion. 
Local Charities 
There is considerable support for Blythswood’s Food Bank by our members, and for 
the work of the Highland Malawi Trust. 
Interfaith 
One of our elders keeps closely in touch with the Interfaith Group and encourages 
participation in Interfaith events. 
  

Structure 
Crown Church operates under the Model Constitution 
The Kirk Session meets four times a year, including an annual Elders Conference. Since 
2016, it has delegated certain of its functions to an Elders' Council consisting of The 
Minister, Session Clerk and six  elders. Each elder leads a team of elders and co-opted 
non elders responsible for Worship, Discipleship, Youth and Children, Pastoral Care, 
Community and Outreach, and  Communication.   
The Council meets most months;  a representative of the Congregational Board attends 
as a link person. 

The Guild 
Crown Church Guild, one of the largest in our Presbytery with over 20 members, meets twice 
monthly from Autumn to Spring.  
Each year interesting speakers, enjoyable outings and fundraising for the national Guild 
project characterise our activities.  
In collaboration with other Guilds we also provide entertainment and worship in local care 
homes.  
We are a welcoming group where long lasting friendships are made. 
Members are to the fore in leading a World Day of Prayer service each year.



Staffing 

Part time Church Secretary - mornings Tuesday to Friday 

Organist/choir master  

Cleaner

Income is generally over £150,000; contributions to Ministries and Mission were 
£77,516 in 2016 and £75,927 in 2017.  In 2016 and 2017 there was substantial 
expenditure in renovating the manse resulting in a deficit each year of about 4% which 
has been fully  covered out of resources. 



For more information see;


Crown Church of Scotland Website   https://www.crown-church.co.uk 


Church of Scotland statistics for our parish 

cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/resources/statistics_for_mission/parish_profiles/372141.pdf


Our Vision for the Future 

Our church, in partnership with our minister has, over the past 2 decades, moved  into the 
21st-century.  
Together we have tried to find innovative ways in which to worship and take the good news 
out to our wider community. 
Lots of good things have happened. Among many others; 
The Olive Grove, Launchpad, twinning with Jamaica, The Highland Malawi Trust.  
The excellent working relationship with Young Crown and the Youth and Children’s Work 
Coordinator has already started to bear fruit and encourage us all. 
Our links with our local schools and community have been significantly strengthened. 

Our Blessings 
Our lovely church is situated very close to the centre of a vibrant and expanding city.  
It lies beside a large primary school and the area is home to many young families.  
Our suite of halls already accommodates, on a daily basis, a wide range of different 
community activities not all of which are church-based as well as many which are.  
Our membership continues to feel a strong need for Christian outreach. 

Our Aspirations 
We do not want to stay where we are.  
We recognise the need to move forward, to find new ways to worship, attract and encourage 
young families into the life of our church in whatever ways are possible. 
We aim to increase participation in Prayer, Bible studies and House Groups  
We aim to establish links with the residents of large new housing developments close to the 
church. These include a McCarthy and Stone development and affordable housing . 
We strive to strengthen our links with the local parish and community. 
Above all we seek the empowerment of the Holy Spirit in every aspect of our life together. 

We need a minister who is an inspiring preacher facilitating 
meaningful worship, providing leadership to a lively, committed 

congregation and able to relate well to people of all ages. 
  

May we all be renewed by God’s grace  
as we are called to be His people.

For further information please contact


Interim Moderator Rev Duncan MacPherson                   Session Clerk Brian Macgill

office@hiltonchurch.org.uk                                               brian.macgill@outlook.com

https://www.crown-church.co.uk
https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/resources/statistics_for_mission/parish_profiles/372141.pdf
https://www.crown-church.co.uk
https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/resources/statistics_for_mission/parish_profiles/372141.pdf
mailto:office@hiltonchurch.org.uk
mailto:brian.macgill@outlook.com
mailto:office@hiltonchurch.org.uk
mailto:brian.macgill@outlook.com


Appendix 

Kirk session age range 45-95                               Last elder admitted 2016 

Composition of the session  70 Elders 

Female Male

48% 52%

The Congregation 

Communion Roll- 497 

36 members have joined in the last 5 years 

Average weekly attendance (communicants and adherents) 170  

Age range of those attending infants to 65+ 

Number of Baptisms over the last 5 years  - 31 

Number of funerals each year for 5 years -  
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Congregational board   

Consisting of 25 members in 4 Committees - Fabric, Finance, Facilities, Socials,  




