
Newsletter               
CROWN CHURCH, INVERNESS             

 

  
Parish Minister:         The Revd (Dr) Peter Donald 
Pastoral Assistant:     The Revd Stewart Frizzell 
Probationer Minister:  Mr Farquhar Forbes 

                                            
                                            

Every Friday, there is a short service of prayer at 12 noon in the Lounge.  

Please let us know of anybody you would like to be named in prayer  

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Sunday 9th November 10.50 am Morning Worship for Remembrance Sunday 
             6.30 pm Evening Worship 
Sunday 16th November 11 am          Morning Worship    
             6.30 pm Evening Worship 
Sunday 23rd November 10.30 am    Elders meet for Preparatory Worship 
              11 am          Morning Worship  
             6.30 pm Evening Worship 
Sunday 30th November 11 am            All-age Worship: beginning Advent 
             6.30 pm Evening Worship 
Sunday 7th December   11 am           The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
              3pm           The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
             6.30 pm       Thanksgiving Worship: with Special Prayers 
 

PRAYERS every Friday at 12 noon 
please always make your requests known! 
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Christ is like a single body, which has many parts; it is still          
one body, even though it is made up of different parts. 
 
In the same way, all of us, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether slaves 
or free, have been baptised into the one body by the same spirit, 
and we have all been given the one spirit to drink.  
 
(I Corinthians, 12, vs 12 and 13) 



FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear friends,  
I have borrowed from Bob Shanks some of his WW1 memorabilia. From an age when 
the Bible had a regular place in most people's consciousness, soldiers were given New    
Testaments. Or, as I'm looking at today, a Gospel of St Mark, fronted "Active Service, 
1914-15. Please carry this in your pocket and read it every day". Inside, a message 
dated 25th August 1914: "I ask you to put your trust in God. He will watch over you and 
strengthen you. You will find in this little book guidance when you are in health, comfort 
when you are in sickness, and strength when you are in adversity". 
 As I look back to the First World War, having read the history, and having had   
family who certainly went through it, and knowing what a huge impact it had not only in 
the    carnage and dreadful legacy but also in terms of social change and theological 
shake-up, I have to confess my thoughts and emotions go quite a number of directions. 
There was no war to end wars. The suffering was very great. The lessons were not all 
learnt. And yet it would be also untrue that it was unremittingly bleak, during and after. 
Good things happened too. Poets have spoken. Women found a new place, and the 
frailty of other  social conventions were exposed. People's eyes were opened at least to 
the beginnings of what global unity should imply.   
 I wouldn't presume to pontificate on what war is all about, but I have to grapple with 
how it intensely illustrates what being human is about. On the one hand there is the    
possibility of descent or fall. I mean, where life is not sacrosanct, and the equal worth of 
strangers or foreigners not admitted, we can take ourselves down, even into the abyss. I 
fear the outcome, the more we fight for ourselves and in our own strength. On the other 
hand there is the possibility of growing in strength. This has to do with friendship, with  
accompanying others closely through times of hardship as well as in times of joy. It has 
to do with giving and receiving; with becoming clear on what we believe in and being 
brave enough to step up to the mark. Or, as I put it in a recent sermon on "wisdom", to 
be wise is not about having clever thoughts, it is about discerning the good choice as 
opposed to the bad and following that through. 
 Theologically: beware of the God we make in our own image. Such plural gods 
lead us towards hell. Fasten on to the God who has made us in His image, male and  
female, Jew and Gentile, slave and free - to be baptized into and to follow the truly     
human Jesus Christ, the peacemaker (cf. Genesis 1.26; Galatians 3:28; Ephesians 
2.15-16). And so a very good idea to read the Bible every day. 
 Yours, Peter 

 

SAME-SEX RELATIONSHIPS AND THE  

MINISTRY 

In May this year the General Assembly voted 
in favour of a proposal which could eventually 
lead to the ordination of ministers in civil  
partnerships. Following a lengthy debate 
which examined the legal and theological  
implications of the proposal, commissioners 
voted by 369 for, and 189 against.  
More precisely the Assembly agreed to send 
down to its Presbyteries for discussion and 
voting a piece of Church legislation, known 
as an Overture, which offers a way of               
accommodating differing views on Ministers 
and Deacons in civil partnerships, a so-called 



"mixed economy". The decisions of all 46 Presbyteries will be reported back to the   
General Assembly and only if a majority are in favour will another final vote be taken at 
that meeting in May 2015.  The rationale for this is that since the General Assembly is 
not   attended by all Ministers and Elders, any major change in the church's teaching  
requires a much wider measure of assent. 
 
The Church has determined that its mainstream doctrinal position is to defend the place 
of marriage between a man and a woman. ["The historic and current doctrine and      
practice of the Church in relation to human sexuality and their application to the         
ministers and deacons of the Church are hereby affirmed."] The "mixed economy"      
legislation would allow a procedure for Kirk Sessions one by one, and congregations, to 
"depart" from that mainstream position, so allowing them theoretically to call a Minister 
who was in a civil partnership. Inverness Presbytery will be asked to vote at its           
December      meeting on whether to support that. Given the potential opening to allow 
leeway in the case of civil partnerships, the General Assembly will also have to give  
consideration to its view around the likely change in the state's definition of marriage. 
But as recently as 2012, through a Report presented as it happens by Peter Donald at 
the General         Assembly entitled "Believing in marriage", and on the back of           
accompanying discussions in the Scottish Parliament, the Church of Scotland would not 
give its support to any redefinition. 
 
This has been a long drawn-out business which has 
caused quite a degree of upset, and a number of  
Ministers and members of the Church of Scotland have 
felt it necessary to sever their links with the  
denomination. Crown Kirk Session was keen that a 
short      summary article on the matter should be put 
into the newsletter. Full documentation is available on 
the Church of Scotland website or on request to the 
Church Office. 

MODERATOR-DESIGNATE 

News has come in that the Revd Dr Angus Morrison, formerly Minister in St Columba's 

Stornoway and now in Fife, will be the Moderator Designate in 2015 for the General     

Assembly. Through the Guild and through Peter we have had a closeness and affection 

for Angus, and we wish him well. In his message in accepting the nomination, he writes: 

"I am thankful that a very good recovery, following surgery, has made it possible for me 
to accept the nomination. My wife and I are deeply appreciative of the support and 
prayers of so many across the Church during this recent difficult period. In dependence 
on God's grace, I look forward to the opportunities and challenges of the year ahead. 
On various fronts these are difficult days for our Church, as they are for many other de-
nominations. We may at times find ourselves perplexed and saddened, but as people of 
Christian faith there is no real place for discouragement. The Church exists, not for itself, 
but as God's agent for the extending of His kingdom's just and gracious rule in the world. 
The mission of our Lord continues, and it is our privilege and responsibility to join him in 
this. In that connection, good news stories are plentiful of faithful and imaginative work 
going on in congregations and parishes throughout Scotland. Despite all the problems 
we face, God's Spirit is evidently at work among us. The challenge before us is to resist    
distraction, allowing the commission given to us by Jesus himself, to 'go and make disci-
ples', to remain firmly at the top of our agenda." 

 



The Guild 
 
Some of our members accepted the invitation sent from Dalneigh Church Guild to attend 
their afternoon meeting when Jeannie Sutherland was talking about Wash Day 1948. 
Perhaps bringing back a few memories! 
 
In the evening of the same day 7th October we had our own meeting when we  
welcomed Ian Marr from Beauly talking about antiques. He told us how he became  
interested in   silver and how that interest has grown over the years. He brought some 
pieces of silver to show us and concluded with a quiz. A most enjoyable evening. 
 
On Tuesday 21st there was the Presbyterial Council meeting in Ness Bank Church 
when the speaker was Steve Aisthorpe talking about 'Changing world; Changing 
Church'   particularly in the Highlands and Islands. 
 
Our next meeting is on 11th November when Maureen Kenyon will speak about  
suffragettes. The week 16 -23 November is Guild Week. The annual Guild quiz will be 
held on 18th at Dalneigh Church and on Friday 21st we make a meal for the Boys'  
Brigade to thank them for all their help over the years. Then on 25th Tom Chamberlain 
will be our guest to speak about "Mary's Meals" one of our projects this year. 
 
We have only one meeting in December and that is our Christmas outing!! On  
Thursday 18th there will be high tea in the Palace Hotel followed by the pantomime at 
Eden Court Theatre. Our treasurer, Sheena, will be collecting monies for this during  
November. 
 
As usual we invite anyone in Crown Church to our meetings where you will find a warm 
welcome. 
 
Dorothy Mein 

A date for your diary:  
 
Highland Malawi Trust Coffee 
Morning 
  

There will be a coffee morning in aid of 
the above to be held in the lower Hall on 
Saturday 29th  
November from 10 am until 12 noon.  
All are welcome.  

 

Walkers 
 

Weather permitting, the November walk will be Littlemill. 
We shall meet at 2.30pm on 30 November at the Forestry Commission parking 
area (signedLittlemill) on the B851 a few km west of the A9 heading towards Farr. 
 
Lena Clark 



 

Thank you for your support of the Launchpad Coffee Morning last month.  
£ 443.10        was raised. 
 
First correct answer out of the hat for the ‘Musicals’ quiz was that of  Isobel 
McIntosh of Leys Drive. 
 
Answers were  Phantom of the Opera, Starlight Express, Billy Elliott, Mama 
Mia, Wizard of Oz, Grease, 39 Steps, Buddy, Lion King, Dirty Dancing, Love 
never Dies,  Chicago, Blood Brothers, Cats, Shirley Valentine, Hair, Chess, 
Dreamboats and     Petticoats, High School Musical, Fame, Les Miserables, 

Date fo
r y

our D
iary The Choir and the Youth Band will be giving 

an afternoon concert in the Lower Hall on 
Sunday 14th December. Tickets on sale 
later in November. Save the date! 

 

Many thanks to Donald Matheson for the above photograph taken after the Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service on Sunday 5th October. This delightful floral arrangement was later 
taken to the Isobel Fraser Home. He even has the Church garden in the background! 



 Lindsay Stewart 
 

Lindsay Stewart was baptised in Crown 
church on 27th March 2011. He has been 
worshipping at Crown regularly ever since. 
 
Lindsay and I have known each other for a 
long time. Many years ago, I defended 
him in relation to some of his various 
brushes with the law. 
 
As Lindsay himself puts it, he spent most 
of his life "in and out of prison". 
 
When asked to explain how he moved 
from that lifestyle to a deep desire to be 
baptised into the Christian church, he be-
gins by talking very warmly about some of 
the people who helped him whilst he was 
still in prison. 
 
During this discussion it quickly became 
obvious that Lindsay has a deep and abid-
ing interest in Scripture. In particular, he 

has a fascination with many of the Old Testament stories. He regards the New Testament 
as the "easy bit". He continues to be perplexed by the fact that many Christians appear to 
have a rather poor understanding of the Old Testament and its relationship with the New 
Testament. 
 
Lindsay does not feel comfortable about describing himself as a "Christian". He prefers to 
talk about himself being a "believer". He spoke about a Christian being "Christ-like" and 
feels more comfortable talking about himself as being a "believer".He spoke very mov-
ingly about trying to come to terms with faith and belief in God and to break the cycle of 
offending and reoffending. He told me that he was "fed up with lies" and just wanted to 
start telling the truth. 
 
He explained to me that, at the time when he was wrestling with these issues, he had 
been released (having completed one sentence) but, within hours, was immediately rear-
rested, re-imprisoned and served another 30 days. That was the catalyst. He has not 
been in trouble since and that was over 4 years ago. 
 
His move towards the church was not straightforward. Although he speaks very warmly of 
some individuals, he speaks less warmly of others. "God might forgive you, but he is the 
only one." 
 
Although he had come across our own minister in Porterfield, he confesses that he did 
not know him well. However, he is clearly very grateful to Peter for assisting him on the 
road to baptism and for the support which he has received since. 
 
Lindsay's family background  has been blighted in recent years by several bereavements. 
His father died over a year ago after a long illness where Lindsay had been one of the 



had been one of the principal carers. He has also lost a brother in recent years and, in 
addition, also lost one of his sons in  tragic circumstances. 
 
His mother is in poor health and he now lives with his mother to help look after her. He 
clearly feels the weight of all of this but the help that he has received inspires him in turn 
to want to help other people. 
 
Lindsay has some interesting observations about Crown church. "At 47 I am one of the 
youngest here!" 
 
He has been bringing younger members of his family to the Sunday school which he has 
really appreciated and enjoyed. Although disappointed that there are still some people 
who show no great enthusiasm about engaging him in conversation, Lindsay counters 
that by mentioning others who have gone out of their way to befriend him and share 
their own life experiences with him. 
 
We also spoke about the church connection with Jamaica. Interestingly, he enjoyed the 
company of the Jamaicans on their last visit and now hopes that he will be able to join 
the party from Crown on the planned visit next year. He clearly has mixed feelings which 
he expressed in that he does not feel he deserves it but, on the other hand, he still finds 
it an exciting prospect. 
 
Lindsay's interest in the Bible runs deep. Despite his earlier references to the old       
Testament, , he is drawn to John's gospel and quoted from it several times during our 
conversation. "If the son sets you free, then you will be really free", not surprisingly, is 
one of his favourites. 
 
As a relative newcomer to our church, Lindsay feels that we could do more to make   
ourselves more welcoming in a general sense. He nevertheless was at pains to express 
his     gratitude to some of the people in Crown Church who he feels have been          
particularly welcoming towards him. Like the rest of us, he also feels that the church 
needs to do more to engage the interest and participation of younger people. 
 
Nevertheless, he clearly feels that he now has a place in Crown Church which is where 
Lindsay wants to continue his journey as "a believer". 
Bob Forrest 

Update Jamaica: North Street Church, King-

ston have just nominated their visiting party for 
April 2015. Our guests will be Ms Avril    Britton 
and Miss Peta-Gaye Forbes.  This choice of   
representative creates new          possibilities 
for us in organising the content of their visit as 
Peta-Gaye is aged 17, so part of the focus is 
definitely on youth.   Meanwhile, Latoya who 
visited us in 2011 is storming ahead with the 
collection of  Jamaican recipes for Crown. So, 
as we need to reply, please    contact Mairi 
Main with favourite Scottish recipes to share 
with North Street.    

 



 

Redevelopment of the Halls. 

 

By 1964, a wide range of  organisations and groups competed for the limited accommodation 

provided by the halls. An ambitious project was undertaken to expand that accommodation. 

This provided a new kitchen, toilets and an upper hall, at a cost of £17,000. The original    

Session Room was remodelled to provide the present kitchen and Small Hall. A wide cross-

section of members, adherents and other attended the dedication of the new hall by the     

Moderator of the General Assembly, the Rev Duncan Fraser, minister of Invergordon Parish 

Church, marking completion of the most extensive development of the church buildings in 

the 60+ years since their establishment.  Congratulating the congregation on their        

achievement in financing the project from their own donations, he said, “ What great          

satisfaction there is in knowing that you have put into it not only your money but a little of 

yourself.” The dedication was followed by a social evening when the Rev Donald Macfarlane 

conveyed the best wishes of Presbytery and Provost W J Mackay those of the Town Council. 

Miss Agnes Melven, daughter of the first Superintendent of the Sunday School, Mr Joseph 

Melven, unveiled a commemorative plaque in the Upper Hall. 

From Crown Church –100 years of worship and witness  by Bill and Dorothy Mein 

   Don’t miss 
  

celebrating 50 years of 

Crown Church Upper Hall 

Saturday 29th November at 7.30pm 
(In the upper hall) 

Dancing to Margaret Thomson on accordion 

                Topical entertainment 

                                     Finger buffet 

Tickets £3  From the Church Office or Olive Grove 
Or 2 adults can bring up to 3 children on a Family Ticket for £5 
Crown School Car Parking   

And since it’s almost St Andrews’ night, perhaps you could 

wear a kilt or a touch of tartan! 

THE CE
ILID

H 

 



Readings for November 

 

  3 Hebrews 11:29–40     23 Psalm 100 

  4 Hebrews 12:1–6, 12–15    24 Zephaniah 3:1–9 

  5 Joshua 24:1–3a, 14–25    25 Isaiah 63:15–19 

  6 1 Thessalonians 3     26 Isaiah 64:1–9 

  7 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18    27 Mark 13:24–37 

  8 Matthew 25:1–13     28 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

  9 Psalm 78:1–8      29 Psalm 80:1–7 

10 Judges 4:1–7      30 Psalm 80:8–19 

11 Judges 5:1–12    Dec   1 2 Kings 1:2–18 

12 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11      2 Isaiah 40:1–11 

13 1 Thessalonians 5:12–28      3 Luke 1:5–17 

14 Matthew 25:14–30       4 Mark 1:1–8 

15 Zephaniah 1:7, 12–18      5 Matthew 11:12–19 

16 Psalm 123        6 2 Peter 3:8–15a 

17 Ezekiel 34:1–10       7 Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13 

18 Ezekiel 34:11–16       8 Isaiah 61:1–7 

19 Ezekiel 34:17–31       9 Isaiah 61:8–11 

20 Matthew 25:31–46     10 Isaiah 65:17–25 

21 Jude 17–25      11 John 1:6–8, 19–28 

The Word became a human being and, full of grace and 
truth, lived among us. We saw his glory, the glory which he 
received as the father's only son. 
 
John spoke about him. He cried out, this is the one I was 
talking about when I said, "he comes after me, but he is 
greater than I am, because he existed before I was born." 
 
Out of the fullness of his grace he has blessed us all, giving 
us one blessing after another. God gave the Law through 
Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No 
one has ever seen God. The only Son, who is the same as 
God and is at the father's side, he has made him known. 
 

John, chapter 1 verses 14 to 18 



Scottish Interfaith Week 
 

Scottish Interfaith Week in 2014 will take place from 23rd - 30th November. The theme 
for 2014 is 'Journeys of Faith'. Ideas around this theme could include people's         
personal journeys of faith, an inner journey towards greater spiritual understanding, a 
physical journey of pilgrimage, looking at the theme of 'journeys' in different faith         
traditions and scriptures and journeys taken by the prophets or founders of a faith        
tradition. Click the link below for a flyer about the week. 
 

Established by Interfaith Scotland in 2004, Scottish Interfaith Week provides an          

opportunity for individuals, local interfaith groups and faith communities across the   

country to plan events that bring local people together to promote dialogue,                 

understanding and co-operation between Scotland's diverse religious communities. 

 

According to Deputy First Minister Nicola Sturgeon MSP, "Scotland is a modern             

multi-faith and multi-cultural country where all people can live together in harmony, and 

where people of all faiths and ethnic backgrounds can follow their religion or belief and 

achieve their potential. These events are tremendously important in bringing together 

different communities united in a common purpose.  We all want to live in a Scotland 

where mutual trust, respect and understanding form the basis for our lives and our          

relationships with others. I know that these basic principles will underpin the various 

events being held up and down the country during interfaith week”. 

 
There are 2 events being held in Inverness. 
 
The first of these takes place on Thursday 27th November at 7:30 p.m. in St John's 
Church Hall, Southside Road. This features a film "Beyond Our Differences" which is 
a documentary featuring a tapestry of voices and viewpoints from world-renowned 
"leading lights" woven with a universal expression of hope, love, compassion,             
forgiveness and tolerance" (the Dalai Lama) with inspirational vignettes of "Faith in         
Action" from around the globe. 
 
The second event takes place at Raigmore Hospital Recreation Hall on Saturday 29th 
November at 2:30 p.m. (car access just past the helipad beside outlying wards/clinics). 
This is entitled "Journeys of Faith" and comprises a presentation by Sister Isobel 
Smyth who was an eminent founder member of the Scottish Interfaith Council which 
has now been renamed "Interfaith Scotland". 
 
Refreshments will be provided at both events with donations being "optional". 
 
All are invited, whether of traditional faith or none to share and discuss "Journeys of 
Faith", common values and issues affecting today's world. 
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December Count Team 
 
David Livingstone 
Ian Akers, 
Richard & Eileen Ardern, 
Robert Shanks 

December Welcome Team 
 
North Door 
Catherine & Gordon Falconer 
South Door 
Fiona Carter & Mairi Main 
Midmills North 
Marion & John Barbour 
Midmills South 
Jane Smith 

  Readers 
 
Remembrance 
Sunday 
Alice Morrison 
 
Robert Forrest 
 
Moira Cooper 
 
 
Communion 

Coffee 
 
Lena Clarke, Isabelle  
Mackenzie, Joyce Collinson 
Eileen Ardern, Kim Currie, Vi 
Gollan 
Mairi Main, Eleanor Ross          
Jean Munro. 
Mary Ann Buchanan, Seonaid 
MacLellan, Marion Barbour 
 
No coffee 

 
Nov 
9 
 
16 
 
23 
 
30 
 
Dec 
7 

                 Creche 
 
Marjory MacKenzie, 
Muriel Choppy 
Heather Beck, Marjory 
MacKenzie 
Kay MacDonald, Gillian 
& David Thomson 
Sheena Ferguson, Ruby 
Coe 
Reay Macgill. Mary Ann 
Buchanan 



NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

Baptism 

Kyle David Davis, son of Catherine and Clinton, Tomatin, on Sunday 19th October 

Weddings 

Sally Milne and Oliver Carter at Bunchrew House on Wednesday 1st October 

Gill Dunsmore and Andy Dickson in the Lochardil House Hotel on Friday 17th October 

Patricia McRobert and David Skinner in the Craigmonie Hotel on Friday 24th October 

The Church Family:  
 
Congratulations to two authors among the 
congregation at Crown.   
 
John Jeffrey of Briargrove Gardens has just 
published a three volume Scottish Theatres 
and Concert Halls in 2013-14 - which          
includes sections on Eden Court, Nairn Little 
Theatre and the Spa Pavilion, Strathpeffer.   
 
Meanwhile Allan MacDonald, now of   
Davidson Villa, Nairn won the Gold Medal for 
Literature at October's Gaelic Mod in          
Inverness with three poems he composed.  
 
Well done indeed to both. 

 

The December Newsletter 

 
The copy deadline for the December newsletter will be Sunday 
30th November. Contributions should be sent to: 
 
Marion and Bob Forrest or left in the "F" pigeonhole. 

Published by Crown Church, Inverness (Church of Scotland) 
Registered charity SC 018159 

 


