
Newsletter               
CROWN CHURCH, INVERNESS             

 
  
Parish Minister:         The Revd (Dr) Peter Donald 
Pastoral Assistant:     The Revd Stewart Frizzell 
Probationer Minister:  Mr Farquhar Forbes 

                                            
We have a high priest  … who in every respect has been tested as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with 
boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in every 
time of need.” (Hebrews 4: 15-16) 

                                           WORSHIP SERVICES 
Sunday 8th March 11 am  Morning Worship 
   6.30 pm Evening Worship: a passion for Jesus (5) 
Sunday 15 March 11 am Morning Worship, with the Sacrament of Baptism 
   6.30 pm Evening Worship: a passion for Jesus (6) 
Sunday 23 March 11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 30  March 11 am All-age Worship for Palm Sunday 
Thursday 2 April   6 pm / 7 pm  A meal … and the Sacrament of the Lord’s   Supper 
Friday 3 April   7 pm The Passion of Jesus: Good Friday 
Saturday 4 April 8.30 pm (n.b.)The Passion of Jesus: the Saturday 
Sunday 5 April 11 am  The celebration of Easter Day, for all ages 
There will be a short celebration of the Lord’s Supper for those who can stay on. 
    With our monthly Special Prayers. 
   6 pm In fellowship and faith: come to the Manse on Easter evening, 
      39 Southside Road. 

 
 

Also: Prayers every Friday at 12 noon. Please make your requests known! 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
Dear friends, 
I’m writing, feeling a little bit out of touch, having been away in Dumfries for most of 
the last two weeks. I have appreciated very much your love and prayers through this 
time. 

Sydney Carter’s line, “When I needed a neighbour, were you there, were you there?”, 
came to mind as I sat down to write this. In the original song, Carter leads us        
towards a particular part of Jesus’ life and teaching (Matthew 25). Those who would 
not care are challenged and those who have stood alongside are affirmed. I have 
been so thankful, through this recent time of bereavement, for practical and ready 
support shown towards me. Furthermore, it was such a blessing that my late aunt 
had fantastic neighbours. This has been true over a period of years, and how she 
knew it herself, and sought to reciprocate. At the end, that they were ready to be 
alongside her, to the very end (while I was still driving south), was such a gift of 
Christian love. They sat and they prayed, Catholic and Protestant together as it    
happens – “the creed and the colour and the name don’t matter”.  

Jesus summed up the will of God in two simple commandments – the love of God 
with heart and soul and mind and strength, and the love of neighbour as self. If these 
weeks journeying towards Easter are about nothing else, let them be about that. 
There is time to do some living for the sake of others and not just ourselves. There is 
time to pray, at the very least to sit in the presence of God day by day; to seek to be 
fed by His word and blessed by His presence. The days are getting longer. These 
hours can be filled with more than either frantic activity or distractions. 

The good neighbour is not a given. World news tells us this, through the present     
crisis in the Ukraine or the continuing troubles in the Middle East, and as we hear of 
the plight of refugees trying to come from Africa into Italy and the extremes of racism 
in too many parts of the world. We may be sad at hardly knowing our neighbours or 
possibly being at the receiving end of anti-social behaviour. But still the Spirit of God 
urges us: “do not overcome by evil, but overcome evil by good. (Romans 12:21)”  

Thank you. You and I, we may help one another! 

Yours, Peter  

 

Stated Annual Meeting 
 

The stated annual meeting will take place in the lower Hall 

on Wednesday 18th March at 7:30 pm. Nominations to the 

Congregational Board are urgently requested. There will 

also be an opportunity to hear the reports for 2014 – 15 

on finance and other aspects of Crown church. 



CROWN CHURCH HALLS – 

BABY, TODDLER AND CHILD CARE - WEEK-

DAYS - 

 

Is someone you know busy in the morning or 

after school and seeking help with child care, 

or a new mother or carer with pre-schoolers 

seeking company for children and herself, or 

new to Inverness and seeking support from 

other families also new to the area?  Please 

tell them about these groups meeting at our 

Church Halls - 

 

Crown Breakfast Club 
Crown Church Small Hall - Monday – Friday 

7.45 – 9 am  

Childcare, activities and a Healthy Breakfast for 

P1 – P7 pupils in term time.  For further details 

and to book a place contact Ange Scobbie  

 

 

 

Kingsmills Tots Baby and Toddler group 
Crown Church Lower Hall – Wednesdays & Thursdays 9.30 – 11.30 

Babies and toddlers, their parents and carers get together for play, socialisation, chat and 

coffee.  £1 for one child, £1.50 for more than one. 

Contact: Claire , Lindsey  or Kirsty  or just turn up! 

 

 

Little Storks Baby & Toddler group 

Crown Church Lower Hall – Fridays - 10-11.30 am 

Aimed at Polish Families but all families and their little ones are very welcome.  Wide range of 

activities provided for the babies and toddlers and even coffee for the grown-ups!  £1.50 per 

family.  Supported by Care & Learning Alliance Family Support. 

Contact Kasia Boesche, Bi-lingual Family Transition Coordinator,  or just turn up! 

 

Crown Corner Club  
Crown Church Lower and Small Halls – after-school and school holiday care for primary 

school children - Monday – Friday 2.45 – 5.45 pm in term time, 8.30 am – 5.45 pm in 

school holidays.This is a very popular club and there may be a waiting list for places. For 

further details contact Alice Murray. 

 

Contact: Alice Murray:  



 



The Olive Grove 

 
Although the Olive Grove is very familiar territory for many readers, there must be 
quite a few who, like me, would be ashamed to admit that they had never set foot in 
it. 
 
I put that right very recently and was met by Eileen Ardern, Marian Armstrong         
(St Ninian's), Irene Whyte and Liz Gray. We had a very nice time. 
 
The home baking looked quite delicious. However, as this joint editor is presently    
attempting to see if the 2 sides of the his ski pants can be made to meet in the     
middle before his skiing holiday at Easter, I contented myself with a delicious filter 
coffee (black, no sugar). 
 
There is no doubt that the Olive Grove is an absolute gem. 
 
Although credit goes to many people, the original inspiration came from the Rev Dr 
Willis Jones who was then the associate Minister at Crown Church. 
 
To cut a very long story short, the concept of the Olive Grove was born and the   
premises formerly occupied by the Post Office at Kingsmills were acquired. To       
everyone's delight, the Olive Grove was opened for business following the official      
opening on 21st April 2009. 
 
This project involved the coming together and the close corporation of "the 4 
Churches on the Hill" being (in no particular order) St John's Scottish Episcopal 
Church, St Ninian's Roman Catholic Church, Old High St Stephen’s Church of Scotland 

and Crown Church of Scotland. 
 
The full story and the credit to the 
large number of individuals         
involved is too much for a short   
article of this kind. However, those 
wishing to know a little bit more 
about the history and the people 
involved would do very well to pop 
in and have a look at the first      
anniversary photo book available in 
the Olive Grove itself which      
contains a quite splendid         
photographic record of what was 

done and has photographs of the main "movers and shakers". 
 
 



So what was it all for? 

 
Well, perhaps most obviously, to provide a place in the heart of our local community 
where you can sit down and enjoy a lovely cup of tea or coffee together with some de-
licious home baking, not to mention soup and sandwiches (all very reasonably priced). 
There is no doubt that it does serve this purpose. 
 
However, as my companions made very clear, it is much, much, more than that. Even 
before it had officially opened, it had become clear that the Olive Grove was bringing 
together a lot of people from different churches, many of whom did not, up until that 
time, know each other. New friendships were 
being formed and old friendships were being 
strengthened. 
Indeed, " friendship", "companionship" and 
"community" were words which were used 
quite a lot in our conversation. 
 
The Olive Grove is open for business from 10 
am till 4 pm Monday to Friday and from 11 am 
until 2 pm on Saturdays. 
 
It can be a very busy place, particularly around 
lunchtime and almost immediately it opened its 
popularity was established among local resi-
dents. I was amazed that it takes a team of 
some 50 or so volunteers to run it. Most volun-
teers undertake only half a day a week and 
some will come in for the 2 hours over      
lunchtime.  
 
The normal volunteers are occasionally supplemented by teenage schoolchildren      
doing community work for their Duke of Edinburgh award or Queens badge. The Olive 
Grove is very much a community-based venture. 
 
The duties undertaken by the volunteers are many and various and range from the 
more obvious duties, such as making and serving the teas and coffees, home baking 
etc, to doing the shopping, doing the baking, doing the banking and the myriad other 
tasks necessary to keep the business running smoothly. 
 
And it has run smoothly. One of the real joys of the exercise has been the way in 
which people have come together harmoniously, giving up their own time in order to 
ensure the success of the project. 
 
 
 



And the project has been successful. It is a resource which delights those who use it. 
The friendship and companionship, about which my companions were speaking, were 
very clear from all that was going on round about me. 
 
Because it is relatively small, it is cosy and people who use it often have, over the 
years, come into regular contact with other people who they originally did not know 
but who they now know very well and with whom they have become firm friends. 
This holds true for both the customers and staff. 
 
It just lends itself beautifully as an ideal focal point for companionship. 
 

All the tea, coffee and hot    
chocolate is fairly traded, and in        
addition there are Traidcraft    
products for sale, particularly in 
the months leading up to     
Christmas. I am also informed the 
Olive Grove gets through a      
considerable    number of ‘Real’ 
Easter Eggs in the month before 
Easter. 
 
One of the walls is also adorned 
by pictures by local artists which 
are for sale (and they are sold). 

 
One more recent venture is the sale of second-hand books which (not surprisingly at 
50p each) are doing a brisk trade. 
 
Local papers (Courier and P and J ) are available for those who enjoy reading the   
paper whilst enjoying their coffee and scone. 
 
There is a local notice board where local community events are intimated. There is 
also a community council drop in box as a convenient way of communicating        
suggestions to the local community council. 
 
Outwith normal business hours, the Olive Grove is used by an impressively lengthy list 
of different people and organisations as a convenient meeting place available for no 
more than a £10 donation. 
 
I am back where I started. It is an absolute gem. If you have not been in before or 
not been in recently, there is only one way to find out what you are missing! 
 
Bob Forrest 



The Musical 
 

The  idea that Crown Church should put on a Musical was almost a throw-away line  
in the middle of a discussion between a number of people about what kind of social 
events we might arrange during the year.  Nothing so simple of course as just       
performing one of the well-known musicals. We’d write it ourselves.  
When a date was set for people to register, we found we had a producer or two, a 

couple of musical directors, musicians  to accompany the singing,  wardrobe ladies, a 

backstage crew, a scenery painter  and a cast of adults and children with potential   

soloists.  No excuse not to go  ahead.  

The well-known songs made it seem easy as we started off rehearsals in September. 

After all, we’d been listening  to them on radio over the past 50 years. But then we 

found ourselves on stage without a script!  While the children had their lines word-

perfect quite early on, the rest of us found that the 

time taken to learn words seems to increase      



And the Oh-oh-oh-klahoma /      

Consider yourself at home /Get me 

to the church on time /parts of     

well-known songs are easy, but there 

are a lot of words in between. Then 

there were the costumes. None of us 

ladies had any previous                

experience of putting on wimples or 

habits, and certainly not in 30       

seconds which seemed to be all the 

time we had to change from flying 

kites in the park to being nuns     

quietly meditating in the cloisters.  

It was the same for the  policemen who      

became  pirates, the  American GIs turning 

into cowboys! In the end, we lost ourselves in 

the show, the adults  shedding the years in the 

process in their own heads at least,  the      

children delighting everyone with  their  un-

selfconsciousness , the music , played with a       

professionalism beyond any of their years by 

Ross, Neavan and Olivia tempting  not a few of 

the audience to join in.  All in all the very best 

of social occasions for everyone involved 

whichever side of the stage curtain 

they were on. Huge thanks to those 

whose   expertise made it   possible.       

Supercalifragalisticexpialidocious!

Eileen Ardern 

Editors note: we would like to     
express our thanks to Bill McBryde 

for the splendid photographs which have really captured the spirit of this occasion. 
 
The photographs can be viewed in glorious colour on the church website. 



Inverness Interfaith Group 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the above will be preceded by a presentation by Trish 
Rogers from the Isle of Skye of 
 

"Cathedrals and Cappuccinos" 

 
This is a fascinating illustrated talk taking us round a typical Anglican Cathedral, shar-
ing main features, captivating aspects and unique experiences encountered in the 5 
years taken by Trish Rogers to visit all 42 of them. 
 
This unusual pilgrimage has resulted in the compilation of a delightful book featuring 
each cathedral which is being sold in aid of Christian Aid (£12.95 per copy). Preview 
the author’s speaking tour in May 2015 
 

Thursday 12th March at 7:30 pm, in Raigmore Hospital Recreation Hall       
(parking at hall, past staff quarters and helipad). 

 
Teas and coffees served. All are welcome! 
 
For further details see the poster on the next page or contact John Barbour.  
 

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 

 

The musical 
 
There will be a showing of the video 
of The Musical in the afternoon 
of Sunday 15th March at 2.30pm in 
the Lower Hall. 
 
Of interest perhaps to all those who 
were in the show and would like to 
see how they did. 
 
A welcome to all who could not come 
because they were unable to access 
the Upper Hall  and to any people 
who were away. 
 
Eileen Ardern 
 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 



 



The Guild 

 
On Tuesday 10th February we had a very interesting talk from two members of staff 
from Porterfield Prison giving us some insight into prison life and the highs and lows 
of working in the prison service. 
Our next meeting is our guest night when we welcome ladies from other local guilds. 
Our speaker is Rev Douglas McKeddie who will talk about The Julius Project, a project 
to befriend and mentor homeless people and in doing so sustain tenancies and pre-
vent a return to homelessness. 
Friday 6th March we are leading the World Day of Prayer service in Kingsmills Home 
and hope that as many Guild ladies as can will join us in Kingsmills. 
Our fundraising effort takes place on Saturday 7th with Tea at the Ritz. There are two 
sittings, the first from2pm till 3pm and the second from 3:30 till 4:30. We hope there 
will be a good response from the congregation. A lot of effort has been put into      
organising this event. 
Our meeting on 10th March is a return visit from Chrisanne and Reay talking about 
their work in Malawi and then we have our AGM on Tuesday 24th when we welcome 
Iain Macdiarmid  to show us photographs of the Western Isles. 
The Theme Topic Day will be held in our lower hall on Saturday 21st and some of our 
members will be attending that. 
Now an advance notice: our summer outing has been arranged for the 2nd 
June when we will visit Brodie Castle followed by high tea at the Ramnee Hotel in 
Forres. More information with costs will be announced later. 
As ever we welcome anyone interested to come to our meetings when a warm      
welcome is assured. 
 
Dorothy Mein 
Guild Correspondent  

Diamond wedding                

Anniversary! 
 

Many congratulations to John and 
Joyce Beattie, Drumossie Avenue, 
who celebrated their diamond      
wedding  anniversary on 26th       
February. 



The Guild invite you to 
‘TEA AT THE RITZ’ 

In Crown Church Lower Hall on 
SATURDAY, 7TH MARCH 

 
 
 

There will be two sittings – 2 – 3 pm and 3.30 – 4.30 pm and 
you can buy tickets (price £5 for adults and £1 for children) 
for either sitting at the Olive Grove or from Ruby (419649). 
The tables will be set in advance for each sitting, so a prompt 
arrival and departure would be appreciated! 

                                                                 
 

ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN - this took place 
on Monday, 16th February and the Lower 
Hall, Small Hall, Kitchen and Corridor 
were cleaned thoroughly.   A big ‘thank 
you’ to those who participated - John 
Barbour, Morag Colley, Heather  & Alex 
Grant, Kay Macdonald, Dorothy & Bill 
Mein, Irene Munro, Morag Russell and 
Eilidh (our cleaner) and her two daugh-
ters - Caitlin and Beth.   It took under 
two hours (including a stop for home 
baking and coffee!) and I don’t think 
anyone found it too arduous.  Eilidh does 

a great job in our halls, but like our house, 
there is not time on a weekly basis to do 
the extra cleaning needed. We hope to 

repeat the event next year!    Ruby Coe  



FLOWER ARRANGERS meet to  
discuss Easter and summer           
arrangements, on Wednesday, 
11th March at 2.30 pm in the Church 
Lounge.  If you would like to get     
involved, please come along - you 
will be very welcome.  No experience 
needed - tuition can be 
given!       Ladies and gents both 
welcome - it could be a new hobby 

for you!  
Ruby Coe 

JAMAICA PARTNERSHIP UPDATE 
By the time you receive your newsletter, we'll be six weeks away from 

welcoming our five Jamaican guests.  We would especially welcome 

any offers of hospitality - which could be accommodation for a number 

of nights, but could also be simply sharing one meal in a family home - 

usually for one or two individuals at most. As many will know from 

their own travels abroad, you gain quite a different set of perspectives 

by being welcomed into different homes and we would like to offer our 

visitors this experience.   

We'd also like to hear from any church groups who would be happy to 

have some of the visitors join them in their activities - or indeed sug-

gestions for other activities/outings in the two weeks they will be with 

us.  If you feel you could offer any hospitality or suggest activities, 

please contact Linda Moncur in the first instance. 

The planning group are most grateful to all helpers and those who at-

tended the soup and sandwich lunch which, with Gift Aid, raised £457 

in support of this visit and to The Olive Grove for their donation of 

£300.Mairi Main 

HIGHLAND MALAWI TRUST 

A reminder about the FOOD AND DRINK QUIZ NIGHT on Friday 13 March 

2015. £5 per  person –teams of four but let us know if you don’t have enough 

people for a team. Raigmore Recreation Hall . 7.30 pm for 8.00pm. BYOB. 

Contact Brian or Chrisanne to register your team or your interest. 



 
Contacts 

MINISTER         Rev Dr Peter Donald,  
PASTORAL ASSISTANT           Rev Stewart Frizzell,  
PROBATIONER MINISTER  Farquhar Forbes,  
SESSION CLERK                       Brian Macgill,  
ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER  Brigid Donald,  
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPT         Patricia MS Crippin,  
BOARD CHAIRMAN                 Graham Wilson, 
CLERK TO BOARD                    Judith Macleod, 
TREASURERS                     Liz Gray,  
              Liz Forbes,  
FREEWILL OFFERINGS          Robert Shanks,  
GIFT AID TREASURER            Robert  Hendry,  
CHURCH SECRETARY            Katharina Nimmo, Church Office 231140  
SAFEGUARDING                    Joan Merchant  
                               Sue Skelton               
FACILITIES -CONVENERS     Neil Morrison,  
                                                       Robert Mackintosh,  
HALLS  BOOKINGS                  Irene Whyte,  
CARETAKER                               Eilidh Ross 
GUILD SECRETARY                  Ruby Coe,  
LADY VISITORS                         Jane Wilson,  
FLOWERS CONVENER            Ruby Coe,  
NEWSLETTER EDITORS          Bob & M Forrest  
CHURCH OFFICE                      Crown Church Tues-Fri (9.30-12.00) 231140  
WEBSITE                            www.crown-church.co.uk   

                                          

April Count Team 
 
 
Marion & John Barbour, Ethel MacLeod, 
Helen Boynton, Kay  MacDonald 

April Welcome Team 
 
North Door 
Gus McGowan, Fiona Grant 
South Door 
Ruby Coe 
Midmills North 
Lily & Colin Baillie 
Midmills South 
David Merchant 

  Readers 
Alison Harbison 
 
Pat Douglas 
 
Irene Whyte 
 
Ian Fraser 
 
 
Eileen Ardern 

Coffee 
Renee Baillie, Liz Forbes, 
Heather Grant. 
Joyce Collinson, Lena Clarke, 
Isabelle MacKenzie. 
Vi Gollan, Eileen Ardern, 
Kimm Currie. 
Janet MacPherson, Mairi 
Main, Eleanor Ross. 
 
Seonaid MacLellan, Mary 
Ann Buchanan, M. Barbour 

Mar 
8 
 
15 
 
22 
 
29 
 
Apr 
5 

                 Creche 
Helen Grant , Helen   
Taylor 
Joan Merchant, David & 
Gillian Thomson 
Sheena Ferguson, Ruby 
Coe 
Helen Grant, Mary Ann 
Buchanan 
 
Marjory MacKenzie, 
Kirsteen Morrison 



Readings for March 
 
 
 

1 Psalm 22: 23-31   22 Psalm 51: 13-19 

2 Exodus 20: 1-17   23 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

3 Jeremiah 6: 9-16   24 John 12: 12-16 

4 Haggai 2: 1-9   25 Isaiah 50: 4-9a 

5 John 2: 13-22   26 Mark 15: 1-39 

6 1 Corinthians  1: 18-   27 Mark 15: 40-47 

7 Psalm 19: 1-6   28 Philippians 2: 5-11 

8 Psalm 19: 7-14  29 Psalm 31: 9-16 

9 Jeremiah 14: 1-9   30 Isaiah 25: 6-9 

1 Numbers 21: 4-9   31 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 

1 2 Kings 18: 1-8  Ap 1 Acts 10: 34-43 

1 John 3: 14-21   2 John 13: 1-17, 31b-35 

1 John 3:22-30   3 Hebrews 10:16-25 

1 Ephesians 2: 1-10  4 Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24 

1 Psalm  107: 1-22  5 Mark 16: 1-8 

1
6 

Psalm 119: 9-16  6 John 20: 1-18 

1 Jeremiah 31: 27-37  7 John 20: 19-31 

1 John 12: 20-33  8 Psalm 148 

1 Hebrews 5: 5-10  9 1 John 1: 1-4 

2 Hebrews 8:3-8, 13  10 1 John 1: 5-2:2 

2 Psalm 51: 1-12    
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