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WORSHIP SERVICES                        
                                              
 

Sunday 10th May 11 am Morning Worship 
         
Sunday 17th May 11 am Morning Worship 
        
Sunday 24th May 10.30 am Elders meet for Preparatory Service 

       11 am Morning Worship 
     

Sunday 31st May 11 am All-age Worship 
                              
Sunday 7th June 11 am The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
           3 pm The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
       6.30 pm Thanksgiving Worship, with the monthly 

Special Prayers 
 
Every Friday there is a short service of prayer at 12 noon in the 

Lounge. Please let us known of anyone you would  like to 
be named in prayer. 

 
“The one who is righteous will live by faith.” 

(Romans 1.17) 
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FROM THE MINISTER 

 

Dear friends, 

What a joy it has been to welcome our       

Jamaican visitors! The link between North 

Street United Church in Kingston and        

ourselves has now a bit of history given that 

our first contacts were now over ten years 

ago, but it continually renews itself. As Steve 

and his wife Collette joined official delegates 

Yvonne and Avril, we realised from the outset 

how they came each of them with different 

gifts and passions and yet all together to 

make a wonderful impact for the time they 

were here. They contributed richly to Sunday 

worship and then to a whole variety of visits 

and encounters both within our church   buildings and more widely within Inverness.   

How encouraging also to receive responses to our special appeal for a youth and   

children's coordinator. It is not too late to pledge to make a special offering, whether 

weekly, monthly or one-off, but shortly we shall aim to total pledges already received 

and, we hope, release a small number of people to establish a focused charitable    

set-up to promote the appointment. The urgency of the need to reach out to younger 

generations and therefore the desire that the project should not risk being swallowed 

up or overtaken by other priorities in and around Crown argues this way of doing 

things. The Kirk Session has been fully in support and we are grateful to all who have 

helped in the planning. Watch this space for further developments! 

Always of course there are challenges too. In comparison with Christians in the     

Middle East and North Africa these are slight, and how they need our prayers! But 

nevertheless within the big picture there are straining tensions within the Church of 

Scotland as we come towards the General Assembly. Minds are divided on what 

makes for peace. I have no doubts about God's faithfulness and long that we for our 

part may truly hold to the "mind of Christ" (cf. Romans 8, I Corinthians 2-3,          

Philippians 2). Later in this newsletter details are given of a special evening meeting 

to air and explain / explore the controversial issues in the human sexuality debates. 

Finally, this month I cannot sign off without thanking you so very much, on behalf of 

Brigid and myself, for your love and prayers. Healthwise we had some real worries 

and are very thankful that recovery now seems to be on the way. 

 
Yours, Peter 



THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND GUILD 

HIGHLAND RALLY 

 

A Rally for Northern Guilds was held on Saturday, 18th April, 2015 and members from 
Guilds all over the North of Scotland and the Islands came to Crown Church.      
Members were greeted by Nicola Rattray playing the bagpipes, and a welcome drink. 
The Morning Session was opened with Hymn 465 – Be thou my vision – and Mrs    
Pru Wilson (Dalneigh) read from Matthew 28, v16-20; the Prayer was read by Mrs 
Elizabeth Buchan (Ness Bank).  We were then entertained in Gaelic by the National 
Mod Gold Medallist, Fiona MacKenzie – who has the most beautiful voice.  Evie 
Hunter followed by playing the clarsach, accompanied by her mother, Ruth Hunter, 
on the flute and Julia MacDonald (Ness Bank) on the piano.  Evie has only been 
playing for under a year, and obviously has a talent for it.    We then welcomed Iain 
Whyte, the General Secretary of the Church of Scotland Guild who spoke on the    
future of the Guild. He was very positive about the future and, although the Guild 
may change, he thought it would go on to do great things.  He praised the excellent 
work done over the years by the Guild as a collective body, and the funds raised for 
desperate causes.  He pointed out that the Guild very often went where no one else 
would go – sometimes into dangerous situations.  The Guild was certainly no ‘chat 
and cup of tea’ organisation.  After the offering, the prayer was delivered by Miss  
Rachel Hutcheson who is the Moderator of the Youth Assembly.  We then sang Hymn 
237 – Look forward in faith – and then adjourned for lunch.  All the ladies – and 
gents – had brought packed lunches and refreshments were provided in the lower 
hall by Business Committee of Inverness & Nairn Presbyterial Council. 
 
The Afternoon Session recommenced by singing Hymn 153 – Great is thy           
faithfulness.  A very entertaining sketch was then performed by the ladies of      
Caithness Presbyterial Council.   Mrs Ella Cormack (Dalneigh) read from Isaiah 61, 
v1-4 and Mrs Angy Macdiarmid (Crown) delivered the prayer.  Mrs Martha Hender-
son, a radiographer with Mercy Ships, then introduced us to the world of the Mercy 
Ship and its functions.  She explained also that because of the ebola outbreak, the 
Mercy Ship had not been able to access West Africa, but had sailed on round to East 
Africa to continue their work.  There followed a songs of praise ably led by Andrew 
Sutcliffe on the organ. 
A  moving Communion Service, led by Rev Dr Peter Donald (Crown) then took place.  
The bible reading from Colossians 3, v11-17 was narrated by Mrs Kathleen Matheson 
(Trinity).   A good number then adjourned to the lower hall for refreshments, before 
departure.The feedback so far has been that it was a very enjoyable day, and every 
bit as good as the National Meeting in Dundee!   Ruby Coe, Guild Secretary 



The Bible Society 
The following is an excerpt taken from a recent online publication by the 
Bible society which provides a more than interesting update of some     
famous biblical stories. 
 
The publication can be downloaded free by visiting http://
www.biblesociety.org.uk/about-bible-society/our-work/pass-it-on/pass-it-
on-home/?source_code=92457_p2t 
 

"For as long as there have been people, there have been stories. We all 
love stories, whether they’re long or short, happy or sad, serious or silly. 

We are inspired by stories of hope and touched by stories of                
disappointment. Some love fantastical stories of dragons and wizards, 
princesses and magical lands. Others prefer tales of rags-to-riches, he-
roes-to-zeroes, quests, rescues and thrilling adventures. And in many 

ways, your own life is a story! So we’ve invited five great storytellers to 
each choose a story from one of the greatest collections ever known: the 
Bible. Each one has retold their story in a different style. In this special          
collection you will find a short tale, a comic strip, a rhyme, a rap and a 

poem." 



THANK YOU, CHOIR 
 

Though I have a vested interest, 

it is my pleasure to thank the 

choir on everyone’s behalf as 

now they have rounded off their 

weekly contribution of introit and 

anthems until after the summer 

holiday period. Week by week 

they have offered a feast of 

lovely music and support for all 

our singing, and we congratulate 

them and Brigid, the Organist 

and Choir Director, for all that 

they have given to us.    Peter 

AN EVENING FOR THOUGHT 

AND DISCUSSION 

The General Assembly meets     
beginning on Saturday 16th May, 
and once it is over on 22nd some  
decisions will have been taken on 
whether or not Ministers and  
Deacons may serve within the 
Church of Scotland having entered 
into a civil partnership. This  
particular matter, and the larger  
issues behind it, has exercised    
attention and caused controversy 

within Scotland now for some years, and more widely than that. On the request of the 
Kirk Session, we intend holding an evening to open up the issues and to allow ques-
tions, discussion and prayer. This will be on Wednesday 27th May, beginning at 7.30 pm 
in the Lower Hall  Anyone is invited to    attend. 
 

In connection with this, not only Elders but others may be interested in knowing about 

the “Covenant Fellowship”, which invites Church of Scotland members to signal their 

resistance to pushing church teaching beyond the limits of what is taught within  

Scripture. More can be said about this when we meet together at the end of May, but 

in the meantime the internet link to this is: www.covenantfellowshipscotland.com  



Welcome to Inverness, 
Yvonne, Avril, Steve and 
Colette.   
 
We know our Jamaican partners 
are back from their deeply spiri-
tual input to worship in words 
and, especially in beautiful song, 
thanks to Yvonne and Avril.  We 
know our Jamaican partners are 
back with us from the extended 
conversation, the laughter and 
sunshine mood at after service 
fellowship.  
 
So, with one week of their visit now complete, what has impressed them?  First they 
have found so much warmth in their welcome .... though who couldn't respond to so 
much warmth of personality?  At the other end of the temperature scale, they have 
also found snow ...first by seeking it out in Cairngorm where Steve and Avril made 
their first snowballs.  On Sunday 25th, snow found them - and us - right here on their 
doorsteps in Inverness and only just above freezing!   We hope the folks back in 
North Street are truly impressed by their fortitude. 
 
They've visited Church organisations and schools, taken part with Action Group, gone 
on town walks, seen some sites, including a tour of Fort George, attended a citizen-
ship ceremony, visited other projects in town and sampled Scottish Country Dancing - 
and that's just week one!  On asking Yvonne and Avril for their most striking impres-
sions, the dedication of the staff at New Start and their determination to treat all their 
clients with dignity and respect resonated most for Yvonne. For Avril, it has been the 
courtesy, interest and responsiveness of the pupils of primary and secondary schools.  
 
And there's good news for the gentlemen of Crown......the ladies have been much im-
pressed by your courtesy and helpfulness in church and at home, and the willingness 
of everyone they've met to get involved and share in the chores. 
 
Further adventures planned include a cooking session at the Olive Grove and an over-
night visit to Edinburgh where 121 George Street and the Scottish Parliament are on 
the agenda.  An occasional wee bit of retail therapy is included too.  By the time you 
read this, and assuming they overcome the challenge of packing the purchases, our 
new friends will be back in Caribbean sunshine, leaving us so much richer for their 
visit.  
 
Mairi Main 



Jamaica 2015 (in pictures) 



Olive Grove Anniversary 
 

The Volunteers in the Olive Grove     
celebrated the sixth anniversary of its 
opening with a dinner in the Lower 
Hall on the 18th April. Their guests this 
year were our four Jamaican visitors, 
very newly arrived that afternoon.   
 
A delicious meal was provided  by    
Caterer Sheila  Hallam, and, after   
coffee was served, a small concert 
party from Inverness Opera Company 
entertained with a medley of songs 
from well-known shows, delivered with 
verve, volume and panache. 
 
Eileen Ardern 

 

                                                                     (Continued on Next Page) 



Olive Grove Anniversary (continued) 

MENS CLUB 
  
The carpet bowling season finished on 
Tuesday 24th March. Numbers attending 
are small,but the evening continues to 
be enjoyable . Competition is keen and 
Jim Stewart retained the aggregate    
trophy just keeping ahead of Keith Ir-
ving. Congratulations to both           
players. This    trophy has been        
contested each year since 1980 when 
the winner was David Hamilton. The   
finances of the club are well controlled 
by Charles Moncur, our treasurer, and we 
were able to make  donations of £800. 
£400 has been       donated to the 
church funds and £400 to assist with the 
visit of our friends from Kingston Jamaica. 
One of our members Michael McLoughlin has been in poor health recently and we 
hope things improve over the summer and that he will be able to join us when we   
re-start in September. Alex. Grant 



 

Friendship Club 
 

Here are a couple of          
photographs following 
what is    described as a 
"very successful get-
together". 
 
Many thanks are due to 
Angie McDiarmid and "her 
team of angels"  for all the 
work involved. 
 
(The photographs were provided by a somewhat dubious individual who 
describes himself as a part-time waiter and trainee photographer– D 
Matheson.   In   fairness, the photographs are very good.) 
 



BIBLE STUDY 
Following on the success of Monday evenings in 
the Olive Grove, looking at the Sermon on the 
Mount, we hope shortly to begin another      
evening Bible study in addition to what runs   
currently on  Tuesday morning. As a means of 
going deeper into where faith can take us, while 
also opening up good friendships amongst our-
selves, this kind of small group work has every-
thing to recommend it. Some I know are nervous 
of showing their ignorance or perhaps of not 
having the questions answered they would like 
to raise. Please be assured on both counts that 
this heads in another way altogether. We are 
learners together (i.e. would-be “disciples”) and 
that is something beautiful and hopeful; and from the time of the first disciples, all 
sorts of questions are most certainly to be responded to! 
Confirmation of dates and venue will follow in Sunday notices, on the church website 
(www.crown-church.co.uk) and the church Facebook page (“Crown Church Inverness”) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
                           Readings for May 

4    Matthew 9:10-13   24 Acts 2:1-4 
5 Romans 2:17-3:8   25 Romans 8:18-39 
6 Romans 3:9-20         26 Romans 14:1-12 
7 Romans 3:21-31   27 Romans 14:13-23 
8 Romans 4:1-12         28 Romans 15:1-13 
9 Romans 4:13-25   29 Romans 15:14-21 
10 Romans 5:1-11         30 Romans 15:22-33 
11 Romans 5:12-21   31 Psalm 1 
12 Romans 6:15-23 June 1 Psalm 14 
13 Romans 7:1-6           2 Psalm 19 
14 Romans 7:7-25           3 Psalm 53 
15 Romans 8:1-17           4 Psalm 90 
16 Romans 9:1-18           5 Psalm 119 
17 Romans 6:1-14           6 Psalm 128 
18 Romans 9:19-29     7 Psalm 113 
19 Romans 9:30-33     8 Psalm 8 
20 Romans 10:1-21     9 Psalm 68 
21 Romans 12:1-8         10 Psalm 100 
22 Romans 12:9-21   11 Psalm 111 
23 Romans 13:1-14   12 Psalm 112 



Be the answer to Loko’s prayer this Christian Aid 
Week. 

 

Four times a week, in a remote corner of Ethiopia, Loko makes a back-breaking eight-
hour trip to gather wood.  It’s a task she dreads, but she steels herself to do it because if 
she doesn’t her children will starve. 
 

She prays to God as she walks. ‘I ask him to change my life and lead us out of this,’ she 
says. 
 

Two years ago, Adi was the poorest of the poor. Then Christian Aid provided a cow which 
gave her family nutritious milk.  Adi churned butter and made money.  It gave her a posi-
tion in the community where her opinion is valued.  Now her dreams have turned into 
plans and she has saved enough money to build a small shop. 

 

David Crippin—tel 231466 

 

Be an instrument of God’s love.  

Give, act and pray this Christian Aid Week.  

caweek.org 



The Guild 

 
Though the 2014-2015 session is now over we will begin our planning for another year 
when the committee meet on Tuesday 19th May at 7:00pm. After that the next        
important date is the summer outing on Tuesday 2nd June when we leave the Crown 
Church at 12:30pm and make our way to Brodie Castle via Brodie Country Fair for 
some retail therapy. After a tour of Brodie Castle we will have high tea in the Ramnee 
Hotel in Forres about 5:30 and return to Inverness between 7:30 and 8:00pm. The 
cost is £30 per head (a bit less if you are a member of the National Trust). To book 
your seat and select your menu choice, phone Ruby on 419649. 
 
The summer coffee mornings take place on 30th June, 28th July and 25th August. It 
will be good to meet up on these occasions over the summer. 
 
Dorothy Mein 
Guild Correspondent 
 

 

Crown School End of Term Service (picture courtesy of 

Donald Matheson) 



Save the date! 

 

Strawberry Tea 
Saturday 27th June, 2015 

2pm - 5pm 
6 Raasay Road, Inverness 
(Chrisanne and Stewart's 

house) 
In aid of the Highland  

Malawi Trust. 
 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL BOARD 

 
    
 

   At its April meeting our Congregational Board elected Bill Mein as chairman and   
welcomed Mrs Joan Merchant and Mrs Janet Macpherson onto the Board. The     
treasurers, Mrs Liz Gray and Mrs Liz Forbes, reported that income and expenditure 
were in line with the budget; income for the period was £40,569 and expenditure       
£ 30,195. Joan Merchant reported that rental negotiations with all users of the halls 
were complete.  
 
   The working group considering the proposed Youth and Children’s Coordinator     
reported that the Kirk Session had agreed that they would like to proceed with this 
post for a period of 5 years. Kirk Session had authorised the group to issue a pledge 
form to the congregation to see what extra giving people would be willing to give to 
fund this post. An independent charity would be set up to manage the project. Initial 
pledges of finance from the Congregation were encouraging; if you have not yet      
returned a pledge form, please do fill in a form as soon  as  possible.  The working 
group is to meet the Board on 13th of May to discuss funding. The Board agreed that 
the working group would have a budget of £1000 to use for start up costs and       
advertising.  
 
   The planned redecoration of the chancel of the church will begin in the summer 
months. After some discussion it was agreed to explore the feasibility and cost of    
installing a stair lift to the main staircase of the Halls. 
 
Bill Mein 



Contacts 
MINISTER         Rev Dr Peter Donald 
PASTORAL ASSISTANT           Rev Stewart Frizzell 
PROBATIONER MINISTER  Farquhar Forbes 
SESSION CLERK                       Brian Macgill 
ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER  Brigid Donald 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPT         Patricia MS Crippin 
BOARD CHAIRMAN                 Graham Wilson 
CLERK TO BOARD                    Judith Macleod 
TREASURERS                     Liz Gray 
              Liz Forbes 
FREEWILL OFFERINGS          Robert Shanks 
GIFT AID TREASURER            Robert  Hendry 
CHURCH SECRETARY            Katharina Nimmo 
SAFEGUARDING                    Joan Merchant  
                               Sue Skelton  
FACILITIES -CONVENERS     Neil Morrison 
                                                       Robert Mackintosh                                        
HALLS  BOOKINGS                  Irene Whyte 
CARETAKER                               Eilidh Ross 
GUILD SECRETARY                  Ruby Coe 
LADY VISITORS                         Jane Wilson 
FLOWERS CONVENER            Ruby Coe 
NEWSLETTER EDITORS          Bob & M Forrest  
CHURCH OFFICE                      Crown Church Tues-Fri (9.30-12.00) 231140 office@crownchurch.orangehome.co.uk  
WEBSITE                            www.crown-church.co.uk   

                                          

June Count Team 
 
Sheena Ferguson 
Ian Akers, Helen Boynton, Richard 
Ardern, Alastair MacPherson, 
Robert Shanks 

June Welcome Team 
 
North Door 
Peter & Joce Collinson 
South Door 
Eddie & Adrienne Adie 
Midmills North 
Juse Madeleine & Campbell Freeman 
Midmills South 
Mary Ann Buchanan 

  Readers 
Neil Morrison 
 
Alasdair Macleod 
 
Jane Smith 
 
Neil Stuart 
 
 
Communion 

Coffee 
Mary Ann Buchanan., M 
Barbour, Seonaid MacLellan 
Renee Baillie, Liz Forbes, 
Heather Grant. 
Joyce Collinson, Lena Clarke, 
Isabelle MacKenzie. 
Eileen Ardern, Kimm Currie, 
Vi Gollan. 
 
Communion 

May 
10 
 
17 
 
24 
 
31 
 
June 
7th 

                 Creche 
Kay MacDonald & G & 
D Thomson 
Jane Smith & Ruby Coe 
 
Reay Macgill & Mary 
Ann Buchanan 
Marjory Mackenzie & 
Joan Merchant 
 
 Jean Munro & Joan  
Merchant 



NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Deaths 

Peter Stewart, on 5 April 
Donald Kennedy, on 7 April 
Hugh McCullough, on 12 April 

 

 “let us love one another, for love is of God”  (I John 4.7) 

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

 

General Discussion Evening 
 
The Congregation is invited to an evening of discussion and 
prayer in the Lower Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 27th May 
regarding the debate on ministers and deacons of the church in 
same sex civil partnerships. 
 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

The June Newsletter 
 
The copy deadline for the June newsletter will be Sunday 31 
May. Contributions should be sent to:Marion and Bob Forrest 
at: marionandbobnewsletter@gmail.com 
or left in the "F" pigeonhole. Please note that the newsletter 
can also be accessed via the church website where you will be 
able to see all the photographs in colour. 

Published by Crown Church, Inverness  
(Church of Scotland) 

 Registered charity SC 018159 
The Church website is to be found at  

www.crown-church.co.uk 


