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“For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God” 
 
Romans 8:14 

                                     WORSHIP SERVICES  

  

“be transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12.2) 
 

Sunday 14th June 11 am Morning Worship 
 
Sunday 21st June 11 am Morning Worship: with the Sacrament of Baptism 
      Also: Worship for a summer evening  (see notice) 
 
Sunday 28th June 11 am All-age Worship: marking the end of the school year 
 
Sunday 5th July 9.30 am The Early Service 
   11 am    Morning Worship 
 

Also: Prayers every Friday at 12 noon. Please make your requests known! 
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FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear friends, 

I hope like me you are enjoying the series of 
readings in church given to us by this       
Narrative Lectionary. As we came into the 
month of May we were encouraged to read 
sections of Paul’s letter to the Romans, and 
this has fed services through the whole of 
this last month. However, it then seemed 
that we were to tail off mid-letter, so I hope 
the agreement Farquhar and I reached   
commends itself: we shall continue reading 
through Romans so as to give the second 
half of the letter at least some of its due    
attention, through the month of June. 
As a historian, and also aware of the        
long-term planning begun especially in    
Germany for 2017 around the momentous 
anniversary of Martin Luther’s protest of faith which began in 1517, I find myself 
thinking of how this monk, in the city of Erfurt 500 years ago, was also working his 
way through the letter to the Romans. Deeply concerned about his quest to please 
God, his studies in Romans became a journey of glorious liberation. It struck Luther 
so powerfully how religion and good faith is not first and foremost a burden upon us, 
but rather rests upon the grace of God. God has reached out to us in love, through 
Jesus Christ, and we respond as we receive. Our effort is not key; it is Christ who in 
every sense opens up the way. 
It sounds all very high-flying when people call this the doctrine of justification, but 
the kinds of issues which Luther was inspired to open up, following Paul’s lead even 
longer ago, are real and everyday. There are real problems when we, and all of us, 
seek to stand on our own merits. As celebrities and politicians well know (but we’re 
all in the same boat), no-one is squeaky clean. And the problems are even greater 
when we consider how, even if we manage to hide our faults from one another, we 
stand before the judgement of God. Our hope, wrote Paul to the Romans – our only 
hope, and our true hope – comes from the one who in every sense is good news, that 
is, Jesus Christ. He died, conspicuously the victim of power games, vindictiveness and 
cowardice in the face of truth (i.e. in the kind of world we all know so much about), 
and yet he was raised from death because this is not God’s world: not the world God 
has planned for, not the world you or I are to uphold. Jesus was raised that we might 
set out on a new life. He was raised that we might know strength and purpose as 
children of God. He was raised so that hope will lead us, and faith, and love, no    
matter what we experience in the trials of these times. Sin has been judged, past 
tense, writes Paul. And so today the better path is set before us. 
Rejoice in hope! Each day is a gift. Jesus Christ has promised to be with us every step 
of the way. 
Yours, Peter 



Christian Aid Week 2015 
 

The total so far stands at £4096.83.  
This magnificent total is the second 
highest since (my) records began, 
second only to 2010.  I had felt, 
prior to and during the collection, 
that I had had my eye off the ball 
somewhat due to the birth of our 
grandchild.  Perhaps I should take 
my eye off the ball more often!  Very many thanks to all our collectors and 
especially to all our donors.  I could not be more proud of your efforts! 
David Crippin 
 

Sing a New Song to the Lord! 
Over the summer months and beyond we hope to be introducing some 
newer worship songs into our   services. To help us all get familiar with the 
new songs, Peter and/or I will be holding very informal sing-along sessions 
to which anyone who wants to join in will be warmly welcomed. 
 
This is not a thinly disguised attempt to boost choir numbers! It does not 
matter whether you consider you can sing or not; no-one will be asked to 
sit up front in the church or do anything more than just come along and  
enjoy singing and exploring new songs for praise and worship. And if any-
one has suggestions of songs they would like us to sing as a congregation, 
let me know and they will be considered. 
 
Dates, times and place for the singing sessions will be in the summer news-
letter and in the church notices so please, keep watch, and come and sing! 
Brigid 
 
First Class Fare from Dochcarty 
The new Caledonian Sleeper service franchise now offers a range of hot 
dishes ‘using only the best, fresh Scottish produce’ . Take a bow, Sanders 
Campbell of Dochcarty farm as two out of the six options are ‘Haggis, neeps 
and Dochcarty Tatties’  and ‘Fish pie topped with mashed Dochcarty     Tat-
ties’ 
Contributed by Richard Ardern 



COTTON PATCH GOSPEL 
CHOIR are singing on Monday 
22nd June at 7.30pm in St 
Stephen's Church. Cotton Patch 
Gospel is an amazing telling of 
the story of Jesus’ life, as if he 
lived in the Southeastern USA, 
with the lively blue grass style 
music of Harry Chapin. The cast 
is the Youth Choir, a group of 30 
teenagers, from University 
United Methodist Church of 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, USA, 
where they provide music 
throughout the year for worship 
services and other events. They 

are directed by Tim Baker, who has taken them on tours recently to California,       
Hawaii, British Columbia, and Germany. Tickets are on sale now £8. You can pick up  
tickets at Crown Church Office, Tuesday to Friday from 9.30- 12am.  
Sign up for concerts information at Old High St Stephen's by 
email: ohssmusic@gmail.com 

 

THANK YOU! 
What a marvellous response to our appeal 
for pledges to support the appointment of 
a Youth and Children’s Coordinator! We 
had hoped to secure something towards 
the costs of the Year One appointment and 
we have comfortably reached the target, 
with around £29,500 in pledges once Gift 
Aid is counted in. That will fully cover the 
first year’s salary plus the ancillary costs 
involved in employing someone in such a role. Thank you so much! 

So the advert has gone out, in various publications both paper and electronic. It 

can be accessed also via the Crown Church website and Facebook pages. We hope to 

be interviewing for the post in the second half of August, all being well. The Kirk   

Session has agreed that for the sake of focus and sustainability the project is best 

managed by a distinct group of Trustees. Work therefore is ongoing to seek charitable 

status under the name “Young Crown”. In due course, probably early September at 

earliest, we shall be coming back to ask those who have pledged money (and anyone 

else) to begin donating. Watch this space! We shall certainly want to keep everyone 

well informed. 

 



Launchpad 
 

A small number of unemployed people each 
year have reason to be grateful to Crown 
Church when they are awarded   a Launchpad 
grant. This past year, we had 21 successful    
applicants who between them  had 6 bicycles, 5 
laptops, 2 lawnmowers, 1 set of garden tools, a 
metal detector, clothing, sports equipment,   
textbooks, a kindle, a subscription  and help 
with reinstating a driving licence. In all this 
came to £3,329.  We  were grateful for a grant 
from the Common Good Fund which will return 
almost £1,000 to us for 6 of our awards, and we 
also added to our funds with a donation from 
the BBs, and from our Coffee Morning. However, 
we had to eat into our bank balance, and we 
are actively seeking further funding. 
Launchpad is run on behalf of everyone in 
Crown, and we are grateful for  your support in 
our fundraising. We will be offering each family 
in church on 14th June  a tube of smarties. Once 
the contents are eaten, we would be grateful if 
you could replace the sweets over the summer 
with 20p coins, and then hand them back to us through the church office at the end of 
August. 
and in addition 

The Launchpad Committee had an interesting talk from Mr Allan Dunbar who is the 

Christians Against Poverty organiser in Inverness. With 17 volunteers, Mr Dunbar      

assists people who have fallen into debt and supports them as they work their way out 

of precarious financial situations. CAP also run courses in budgeting which are open to 

all who are finding it difficult to live within their means.   

Wind in the Willows 
  

Donald and Isabelle MacKenzie would like to   
intimate that their son, Edward, and Folksy    
Theatre will be performing Wind in the           
Willows in their garden on 29th June. For more 

information go to www.folksytheatre.co.uk   

 Tickets £12/ £8 concessions 



A SUMMER EVENING AT BALMACARA 

On the longest day, Sunday 21st June, we have 
been invited to go out west, to Balmacara, a few 
miles short of Kyle of Lochalsh, to join Sanders 
and Sarnia Campbell at their house there. They 
have been so hospitable before, and this is a 
warm invitation to anyone who would enjoy a 
summer’s outing. We would have (weather     
permitting) an outdoor worship service on the 
seashore, and then an evening meal. 
Do plan to come if you can, and if you can drive, 

please do offer seats to others. Hopefully we can 

ensure that anyone who wishes to go can do so! 

 

SUMMER SERVICES 

After our last service in school term, at the end of June, we plan during the school 
holidays to offer two services each Sunday morning. The first one, “The Early Service” 
at 9.30 am, will have an informal and all-age feel to it and we are going to hold it in 
the Lower Hall. We hope if possible that a range of people will help to lead parts of 
these services alongside the Minister. The second service, at 11 am in the church, will 
be in the more usual mode for a Sunday morning at Crown, to which again anyone 
and everyone is welcome! 

Coffee and tea and juice will be served between the services, so that people 

might stay on after the “Early Service”, or come early before the “Morning Service”. 

You are invited to include that in your routine! 

 

CONTROVERSIAL TIMES FOR THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

 

As planned, we held an evening event shortly after the General Assembly finished to 
allow time for information and discussion over the controversy caused by giving     
exceptional permission for Ministers and Deacons to serve within the Church of    
Scotland having entered into a civil partnership.  
The evening was well attended and although the subject matter opens up a variety of 
questions, at least some of these had a chance to be aired and reflected on. A sound 
recording was made of the event and there was also a print-out of PowerPoint slides 
if anyone who missed the evening would like to catch up. Please contact the Church 
Office. The move to allow people to express some resistance to the direction of 
change, and more positively the need to uphold different priorities, continues via the 
Covenant Fellowship (www.covenantfellowshipscotland.com). The General Assembly, 
meanwhile, has asked Presbyteries to consider whether the exceptions now allowed 
to those in a civil partnership, i.e. albeit in conflict with mainstream church teaching, 
might also be extended to those who have entered the legal state of same-sex    
marriage. At the same time, the General Assembly reiterated that it does not support 
that redefinition of marriage! It is complicated to say the least…. 



Rev Doug McRoberts 
 
I would like to begin by telling you that there are many pleasures associated with    
being the joint editor of the newsletter. However, as a Christian, I should not be telling 
lies. Nevertheless, the job does sometimes provide an opportunity to meet and talk to 
some really interesting people and Doug McRoberts and his wife, Lesley, most certainly 
come into that category. My recent meeting with them in their home was indeed a 
very pleasurable experience. 
 
Doug is a recently retired Church of Scotland minister and he and Lesley have, even 
more recently, become members of Crown Church. Doug took one of the morning    
services recently. If you have difficulty putting a face to him, he is the minister with 
the electric guitar. 
 
I am going to gloss over 
some of the more    
mundane early details in 
the interest of brevity, 
since it is Doug's adult 
life which provides most 
of the interesting detail. 
 
He was, however, 
brought up in Glasgow 
where, in his early years, 
he became the lead   
guitarist with a gospel 
rock band called "White 
Light". Doug explains that the band were formed, not to play in churches and church 
halls, but to take the message out to rock venues in the big wide world. He went on to 
explain that in 1972 the band entered the Melody Maker National Folk Rock contest 
just to see how they measured up against commercial bands. To their delight, they 
were runners up in the Scottish finals (beating the Bay City Rollers in the process). 

 
(The picture on the left shows Peter 
Lloyd, church treasurer and chairman of 
Malta Microfinance, President George 
Abela of Malta, Guild Convener Marjorie 
Paton and Doug, at the launch of Malta 
Microfinance in  November 2013.  
 
The picture above shows Doug and   
Leslie relaxing together at home in their 
lovely garden at Milton of Leys.) 



Knowing a little bit about Doug's  background 
in the media working for the BBC, I had 
rather assumed that he only went into the 
ministry later in life. He quickly put me right 
on that one. He did enter the ministry straight 
out of college and was ordained as a minister 
in the Church of Scotland in 1975 (he will 
celebrate 40 years in the ministry this month). 
Prior to ordination, he had been an assistant 
with a parish in East    Kilbride and, following 
his ordination, was working as a minister in 
Kirkcaldy for 2 years through until 1978. He 
then left the ministry explaining that, along 
with another couple of colleagues from      
college, the "big idea" was what he  described 
as a "New Testament Ministry". In other 
words,    working in the community but living 
the gospel very much like a famous tent 
maker in the first century. 
 

(The picture above shows Doug baptising Ivan Tochukwu Meekness, whose mum and 
dad, Kingsley and Joy, are refugees from Nigeria.)  
 
This is where his connection with Inverness began and he was a programme producer 
with the BBC in Inverness from 1978 through until 1985. These were clearly very 
busy and quite formative years where he made many contacts in the media world and 
developed an interest (and indeed expertise) in the media which continues right down 
to the present time. 
 
It was a busy time in other ways too. He and Lesley were married in Dornoch        
Cathedral on the 4th of January 1982 in the midst of some very wintry weather. Even 
the journey from Inverness to Dornoch was a significant challenge. Happily, they 
made it and their son, Scott, was born just over a year later (another snowstorm 
story attached to that one). Their twins, Hannah and Struan, were born in 1985. 
 
1985 was also the year when Doug left the BBC and took up an appointment with the 
Atomic Energy Authority as press officer at Dounreay in Caithness. He remained in 
that position through until 1989. He occupied the position throughout the Dounreay 
enquiry. He explained that one of the prominent senior counsel at the enquiry, Brian 
Gill QC (now about to retire as Lord President of the Court of Session) attempted to 
have him "silenced" (in the legal way rather than employing the Mafia method) but 
without success. 



Doug and Lesley talk about their "five-year 
itch" which has been a recurring           
phenomenon. From his position at       
Dounreay, he was then appointed the chief 
press officer for the Atomic Energy         
Authority in the United Kingdom. This was 
a London based post and involved Doug 
and Lesley moving themselves and their 
family from Halkirk in Caithness where they 
had been living, to Wantage in South      
Oxfordshire, virtually the other end of the 
country and clearly something of a culture 
shock. 
 
As a consequence of reorganisation within 
the atomic energy industry at that time, he 
was only in his new position for a matter of 
months before he was then appointed as 
the first media relations manager for the 
newly formed Nuclear Electric. 
 
Of course, throughout the whole of his 
working life, Doug has continued to preach. 
However, it was nevertheless a considerable 
surprise to him to find, within days of the family's move to Oxfordshire, the           
Superintendent of the local Methodist preaching circuit standing on his doorstep     
inviting him to join the South Oxford Methodist preaching circuit as a minister (which 
he did). 
 
He explains that one of the press officers who was working for him was a Methodist 
lay preacher and had spread the word locally as a consequence of which he was 
headhunted (very happily as it turns out) and placed into that position. Thus began a 
strong connection with the Methodist Church which was a significant factor which    
ultimately led him to his ministry in Malta. 
  
Although Doug and his family moved to Gloucester a matter of months later, he       
explains that the Methodist Church in Gloucester were on his doorstep within a day of 
their move into their new home, anxious to secure his services in the same capacity 
in Gloucester. His preaching experience is therefore very diverse. He even became the 
Boys Brigade chaplain for Gloucestershire (not bad for a former Scout). 
 
One of the ironies of his move to England is that he wound up doing considerably 
more preaching south of the border than he had been doing north of the border.  
 ( 

The picture above shows Doug's formidable guitar collection.) 



(The picture opposite 
shows Doug and Lesley 
with some of the fridges 
that now keep food fresh 
at Marsa refugee centre. 
In Malta) 
 
 
However, his day job now 
had a very distinct        
international flavour since 
his work took him all over 
the world, particularly 
throughout Europe and to 
North America. 
 
At this stage, another 

quirk of fate intervened and, for political reasons, a decision was taken to base the 
newly formed British Energy Company in Edinburgh and Doug was appointed its public 
relations director. The family then moved back to Scotland, setting up home in Dalgety 
Bay. This directly led to his reconnection with the Church of Scotland. Doug ruefully 
recollects that he preached in every Church of Scotland in Dunfermline Presbytery with 
the exception of Dunfermline Abbey. 
 
Then came his move back into full-time ministry. When asked what had prompted this, 
Lesley candidly concedes that she felt that she had more of a call for him at that time 
than he had for himself. She had been on the vacancy committee at Dalgety Bay and 
as a result of that experience started to feel that Doug was not using his ministerial 
talents to their best advantage. Doug agrees and, to cut a long story short, he took 
over as Minister at Keith North group of churches in August 2002.  
 
Doug explains that this was a team ministry set up of which, up until that time, he had 
not had any direct experience. In addition to himself as minister there was also a new 
assistant minister and a ministry youth worker (a topical issue in Crown). In addition 
to that, the church ran a shop on the High Street and employed a part-time shop   
manager as a consequence. 
 
Doug and Lesley both speak warmly of their time in Keith which was clearly an        
enriching experience. 
 
However, the "five-year itch" syndrome was still lurking in the background and         
although he lasted until 2009, he ultimately took up a new position in the Presbytery 
of Europe as the minister of the church of St Andrew in Valletta in Malta. 
 
(to be continued in the July newsletter) 



 

3rd Inverness Boys’ Brigade Company News 
 
The 2014-2015 session of the 3rd Inverness Boys Brigade came to an end on Friday 
15th May with our Annual Display and Parent’s Night. 
 
This year our Chief Guests were Kenny Smith and his wife Linda. It was great to 
have Kenny back amongst us having been a boy and an officer in the company up to 
a few years ago. 
 
Kenny recounted some of his own experiences of BB life to the Boys and told them 
how he looks back of his time in the Brigade with great fondness. 
 
I’d also like to thank Farquhar for acting as Chairman for the evening – he definitely 
kept us going… 

 

More than 50 Boys were in             
attendance at the display and it was 
great to see a full hall of parents, 
grandparents and friends packed into 
the hall. 
 

Our theme this year was Summer 
Holidays and each section took part in 
their own items with the usual display 
of energy and enthusiasm. We had a 
couple of unusual items and a huge 
thank you to the dads that took part 
in the 12 days of camp for doing so 
with good spirit. 
 
Once again the highlight of the   was 
the presentation of the Queen’s Badge 
to 1 young man. This year it was 
Daniel Nimmo who attained the   
highest award the Brigade can offer 
and in doing so became at least the 
3rd generation of Nimmo’s to do so. 
  
President’s Badges were also pre-
sented to Ross Fulton and Craig 
Macaulay. Jamie Macleod also 
achieved the President’s Badge but 
unfortunately couldn’t be there on the 
night due to illness. 
(continued on next page) 



A selection of photos has also 
been uploaded to our Facebook 
page – just search for 3rd          
Inverness Boys’ Brigade. 
 
We held a treasure hunt and    
coffee evening to raise funds for 
the   Company. The event raised 
just under £300.00 – a big thank 
you to all those who helped and    
supported us on the night. 
 
A few boys also took part in the 
Battalion Sports Day at Culloden. 
The Anchor Boys finished as    

runners-up, the Juniors were 4th and Company Section were 3rd – well done to all 
those who turned up. A good afternoon was enjoyed by all. 
The staff are all off for all well earned rest but we’ll be back raring to go again in    
August / September!! 

Gary McAra. 

 

Bad News about the Car Park 
 

Katharina advises that the car park situated      
between the church and the school will no longer 
be free on Sundays but will be subject to the    
normal weekday charge from Sunday 7th June   
onwards. The car park at Crown school will,   
however, continue to be available free of charge. 
 
 



Jamaican Visit – Part Two 
The visit by Yvonne, Avril, Steve and Colette spanned two newsletters. So our story 
resumes on their second Sunday when all four provided us with a truly memorable 
evening service at Crown. 
 
From there it was on to the Olive Grove for Yvonne and Colette where on a 
busy Monday their delicious Jamaican Red Bean soup, a nutrious broth, proved a sell 
out on yet another cold, dreary day, with some lovely Caribbean sweets as a          
bonus.Tuesday saw us taking the A9 to Edinburgh, and another chance to             
observe snow, driving sleet and the occasional unexpected red deer, especially on the 
return journey, not to mention navigating Edinburgh City centre. 
We did, though, manage to fit in a red bus tour of Edinburgh and a visit to 121 
George Street where Jamaicans and Scotswere able to share the benefits of         
partnership 
with representatives of 
the World Mission 
Council, Twinning and 
Local Development 
Team. From there, it 
was on to Dynamic 
Earth where we met 
Sir (Professor) 
Geoff Palmer, prior to 
our visit to the      
Scottish                  
Parliament. Sir Geoff is 
a former member of 
North Street United 
Church, former pupil of North Street Primary and a      
gentleman whose life story and in-depth researches into 
Jamaican history is an article, if not book, in itself. As 
health issues now prevent him flying back to Jamaica, it 
was lovely to see his pleasure in meeting up with fellow 
Kingstonians, remembering Yvonne as a young child and 
Avril's mum as a rather glam teenager. 
 
Our full guided visit to Parliament, time in the debating 
chamber and afternoon tea with Mary Scanlon MSP, later 
joined by Dave Thomson MSP, came about through the 
former's involvement in the Flag Up Scotland Jamaica   
project of which Sir Geoff is also a member. Our time    
together there was an education in history for Jamaicans 
and Scots alike and leaves us feeling more committed 
than ever to our partnership. 



Thursday was a time for final      
shopping, a last meal together for all 
guests and hosts, extreme packing 
and the dreaded 5am start, slightly 
softened by the May dew ritual. Final 
impressions, this time from Steve, on 
his second visit, were appreciation of 
all the hospitality received from     
various members of the congregation 
this time which gave a better chance 
to get to knowmore individuals and 
from Colette enjoyment of the       
environment, its greenness and fresh 
air. 
Thank you so much to every-
one involved in so many ways 
in making our visitors welcome, with 
a very special thank you to Peter and 
Marion in Edinburgh who not only 
provided overnight accommodation 
there but treated their guests to an 
impromptu ceilidh! So, another visit 

over, new friendships formed, others deepened, more learning, more                   
understanding ...and thanks so much to our Jamaican friends for all the spiritual 
gifts, the music and the warmth they bring to our partnership. 
 
Mairi Main 

Dear Inverness Churches, 

We currently have a vacancy for a       
volunteer at our Hilton Foodbank   
Centre in Inverness, this is to cover the 
opening t imes of the Centre 
each Monday (11am-1pm).   Anyone 
i n te re s ted  shou l d  ema i l  me 
at lorna.dempster@blythswood.org   
Alternatively, anyone interested can 
also contact Liz Gray . 
Volunteers should have good listening 
skills and an  empathy for those    
needing to use Foodbank.  
 
Lorna Dempster 



Befrienders Highland 
 
Befrienders Highland is a voluntary     
organisation and charity that            
provides a free 1-1 befriending         
service for people across the          
Highlands and   Argyll and Bute 
who experience mental ill health and 
feel lonely and isolated, either           
socially and/or  geographically.  Our 
new Befriending Dementia service is 
also available for people living in the 
Highlands. 
 
Our trained volunteers offer confidential 
1-1 regular social contact from which 
genuine friendships develop, improving the lives of our Friends right across the    
Highlands and Argyll and Bute Regions.     Volunteers are only required to give up 
one or 2 hours a week. 
 
Befrienders Highland has been providing a valuable service since 1993.  We have a 
range of services and offer: 

·         A Face to Face befriending Service to Friends living in Inverness, Nairn or 
Ardersier areas. 
·         A Distance Befriending Service by phone, letter or email to Friends living 
anywhere in the Highland Council or Argyll and Bute regions. 
·         A Telephone befriending service for people who have dementia and live 
anywhere in the Highland Council Region. 
·         A Distance Befriending service by phone, letter or email for Carers of 
people who have dementia and live anywhere in the Highland Council Region. 

 
For further information contact Alison MacLeod, 
administrator, Befrienders Highland Limited, 19 
Church Street, Inverness IV1 1DY 01463 712791 

admin@befriendershighland.org.uk 

 
On the Lighter Side 
 
Strolling through Bearsden , a woman pointed out 
one of the town's churches and observed to her 
companion: 
 
"They're so posh in there, I hear they even have a 

communion wine list" 



Strawberry Tea 

 
Saturday 27th June, 2015 

2pm - 5pm 
6 Raasay Road, Inverness 
(Chrisanne and Stewart's 

house) 
In aid of the Highland  

Malawi Trust. 

If anyone needs a lift 
please phone Chrisanne 
417937 or Reay 224650 

Guild News 
 

Just a reminder to the ladies of the Guild that we keep 
in touch with each other over the summer months at 
the monthly coffee mornings. These will take place 

on 30th June, 28th July and 25th August at 10:15am. 
In the meantime the committee will be busy            

organising the syllabus for the next session 2015-16. 
Have a good summer and keep hoping for some good 

weather! 
 

Dorothy Mein 

Guild Correspondent 

 
PS. The Guild now has a new secretary who is Mrs 
Adrienne Adie. 
—————————————————————————–— 

Creche on Sundays at 11am - a few more helpers to join the rota at Creche 
would be very welcome from September.  Volunteers supervise and play 
with the babies and pre-nursery age children in the Lounge where there 
are plenty of toys. Parents or carers of pre-school or primary children 
would be excellent but of course others of our congregation would be won-
derful and would lighten the load.  Volunteers need to join the PVG Scot-
land Scheme and as this takes a little time to organise please contact our 
Safeguarding Coordinator Joan Merchant for more information as soon as 
you can if you may be interested.  



Do you believe in Mother? 
 
 
In a mother’s womb were two babies. One asked the other: “Do you believe in life   
after delivery?” The other replied, “Why, of course. There has to be something after 
delivery. Maybe we are here to prepare ourselves for what we will be later.” 
“Nonsense” said the first. “There is no life after delivery. What kind of life would that 
be?” 
The second said, “I don’t know, but there will be more light than here. Maybe we will 
walk with our legs and eat from our mouths. Maybe we will have other senses that 
we can’t understand now.” 
The first replied, “That is  
a b s u r d .  Wa l k i n g  i s            
impossible. And eating with 
our mouths? Ridiculous! The 
umbilical cord supplies     
nutrition and everything we 
need. But the umbilical cord 
is so short. Life after delivery 
is to be logically excluded.” 
The second insisted, “Well I 
think there is something and 
maybe it’s different than it is 
here. Maybe we won’t need 
this physical cord anymore.” 
The first replied, “Nonsense. 
And moreover if there is life, 
then why has no one has ever come back from there? Delivery is the end of life, and 
in the after-delivery there is nothing but darkness and silence and oblivion. It takes us 
nowhere.” 
“Well, I don’t know,” said the second, “but certainly we will meet Mother and she will 
take care of us.” 
The first replied “Mother? You actually believe in Mother? That’s laughable. If Mother 
exists then where is She now?” 
The second said, “She is all around us. We are surrounded by her. We are of Her. It is 
in Her that we live. Without Her this world would not and could not exist.” 
Said the first: “Well I don’t see Her, so it is only logical that She doesn’t exist.” 
To which the second replied, “Sometimes, when you’re in silence and you focus and 
you really listen, you can perceive Her presence, and you can hear Her loving voice, 
calling down from above.” 
 

~ Útmutató a Léleknek 
(suggested by Maureen Macleod) 
 



Readings for June / July 

Jun  8 1 Samuel 15:1–16   9 Ephesians 1:1–14 
  9 1 Samuel 15:17–33   10 Amos 7:7–15 
  10 1 Samuel 15:34—16:13   11 Mark 6:14–29 
  11 1 Samuel 16:14–23   12 Psalm 24 
  12 2 Corinthians 5:6–10,   13 2 Samuel 7:1–14a 

  13 Mark 4:26–34   14 2 Samuel 9:1–13 
  14 Psalm 20   15 Ephesians 2:1–10 
  15 1 Samuel 17: 32–49   16 Ephesians 2:11–22 
  16 1 Samuel 17:57—18:16   17 Jeremiah 23:1–6 
  17 1 Samuel 18:17–29   18 Mark 6:30–34, 53–56 
  18 2 Corinthians 5:18–21   19 Psalm 89:20–37 
  19 2 Corinthians 6:1–13   20 2 Samuel 11:1–15 
  20 Mark 4:35–41   21 2 Samuel 11:16–25 
  21 Psalm 9:9–20   22 Ephesians 3:1–13 
  22 1 Samuel 19:1–17   23 Ephesians 3:14–21 
  23 2 Samuel 1:1–16   24 2 Kings 4:42–44 
  24 2 Samuel 1:1, 17–27   25 John 6:1–21 
  25 2 Corinthians 6:14—7:1   26 Psalm 14 
  26 2 Corinthians 8:7–15   27 2 Samuel 11:26—

  27 Mark 5:21–43   28 2 Samuel 12:15b–25 
  28 Psalm 130   29 Ephesians 4:1–16 
  29 2 Samuel 4:1–12   30 Ephesians 4:17–24 
  30 2 Samuel 5:1–5, 9–10   31 Exodus 15:2–4, 9–15 

July 1 2 Corinthians 11:16–33 Aug 1 John 6:24–35 
  2 2 Corinthians 12:2–10   2 Psalm 51:1–12 
  3 2 Corinthians 13:5–14   3 2 Samuel 18:5–15, 31–

  4 Mark 6:1–13   4 2 Samuel 19:1–23 
  5 Psalm 48   5 Ephesians 4:25—5:2 
  6 Psalm 85:8–13   6 Ephesians 5:3–14 
  7 2 Samuel 6:1–11   7 1 Kings 19:1–8 
  8 2 Samuel 6:12–19       
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July Count Team 
 
David Mair 
John Barbour, Marion Barbour, Ethel 
MacLeod, Mairi Main, 
Kay MacDonald 

July Welcome Team 
 
North Door 
Sheena Ferguson, Beth Matheson 
South Door 
Morag Russell, Alison Harbison 
Midmills North 
Jean McGowan, Joyce Walker 
Midmills South 
Ella Low 

  Readers 
 

Gill Silver 
 
Roddy Lightbody 
 
 
 
 
 
Douglas Taylor 

Coffee 
 

Eleanor Ross, Janet  
MacPherson, Mairi Main. 
Marion Barbour Seonaid-
MacLellan Mary Ann         
Buchanan 
Renee Baillie, Liz Forbes, 
Heather Grant. 
 
Socials 

June  
 
14 
 
21 
 
 
28 
 
July 
5 

                 Creche 
 
Sheena Ferguson & G & 
D Thomson 
Irene Munro & Muriel 
Choppy 
 
Helen Grant & Helen 
Taylor 
 
Mary Ann Buchanan & 
Muriel Choppy 



NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Weddings 

Anna Erlandsson and Matthew Gilchrist, on 2 May at Belladrum 
Chapel 

Victoria Robertson and Gavin Morrison, on 29 May in church 
Ruth Henderson and Iain Pyle, on 30 May at Achnagairn House 

Deaths 

Mr William Corrigall, Abbeyfield House, Crown Drive, on 5 May 
Miss Etta Fraser, formerly of Bruce Gardens, on 13 May 
 
Congratulations to Ian and Jane Fraser, and to Alastair and Anne 

MacLeod, both celebrating Golden Weddings in June! 
 

 “let us love one another, for love is of God”  (I John 4.7) 

The July Newsletter 
 
The copy deadline for the July Newsletter will be Sunday 28 
June. Contributions should be sent to:Marion and Bob Forrest 
at: marionandbobnewsletter@gmail.com 
or left in the "F" pigeonhole. Please note that the newsletter 
can also be accessed via the church website where you will be 
able to see all the photographs in colour. 

Published by Crown Church, Inverness (Church of                 
Scotland) 

 Registered charity SC 018159 
The Church website is to be found at www.crown-

church.co.uk 


