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“For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God” 
 
Romans 8:14 

                                     WORSHIP SERVICES  

  “welcome one another … to the glory of God” (Romans 15.7) 
 
Sunday 5th July    9.30 am The Early Service 
                          11 am Morning Worship, followed by Special Prayers 
Sunday 12th July   9.30 am The Early Service 
                          11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 19th July  9.30 am The Early Service 
                          11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 26th July  9.30 am The Early Service 
                          11 am Morning Worship 
 
Sunday 2nd August 9.30 am The Early Service 
                            11 am Morning Worship, followed by Special Prayers 
Sunday 9th August  9.30 am The Early Service 
                            11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 16th August 9.30 am The Early Service 
                             11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 23rd August 11 am Morning Worship: Treasure Seekers etc.    
begin again 
Sunday 30th August     11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 6th September 11 am The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
                                  3 pm The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
               6.30 pm Thanksgiving Worship, including Special Prayers 
 
Also: Prayers every Friday at 12 noon. Please make requests known! 

July/
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2015 
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FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear friends, 

What does it mean to set off in faith? If I may, I would offer a 

story very close to home. But I will also say at the outset, I offer 

this not as a model or asking for special attention, but just as an 

opener for thought. 

Our daughter Hannah has left for the summer, but is not entirely 

sure when she is going to return. She has some work initially lined 

up in the USA. Beyond that, she does not know. Perhaps a little 

extension of work may be possible, but then after that, perhaps 

an opportunity in Canada, a contact to follow up in New Zealand 

or in Vanuatu; and beyond that….? There’s a young person newly 

graduated who is taking the opportunity to go out to see what 

not just what the world has in store for her, but God. To our       

delight, her faith means a great deal to her, and she seeks to find ways in which to serve … for all 

that she also recognises that her parents hope she will earn her keep! 

  So there’s the prompt for reflection. What is waiting for you in the world out there? And what 

does God have in store? I’m not saying that it will be for many of us literally to travel far, but to 

travel yes – to travel in faith. The book of Genesis recorded the experience of Abraham who,        

already an old man, undertook his momentous journeying of faith, because this was a story to be 

told and re-told. The fact is, there can be a time to move as well as a time to stay, a time to work as 

well as a time to rest. And being ready for God’s guidance on this is a gift and a joy. 

   We are all very different. Some of us are more adventurous than others. Some may feel more 

ready to put themselves out there, so to speak. And yet we all have qualities, abilities, and time 

which we have a measure of control over, and energy which again to an extent at least we may 

choose how to deploy. Is there a job which is waiting for you? Is there an opening which perhaps 

you may have passed by already several times but now is the time not to pass by? Is there       

someone to whom you and you alone can offer some particular blessing? Or are you just needing 

to step back in order to re-assess and re-order? 

   On the back of yet another special gathering for worship this Sunday, I give thanks for the         

fellowship we have with one another, and for the nurturing Word of God. Do keep faith! Join in 

worship and encourage others to do so. Allow God to be an ever-present help and guide. He will 

do it. He is faithful. 

  Yours, Peter 

 

SUMMER SERVICES 

For July and in August until the schools go back, we offer two services each Sunday morning. The 

first one, “The Early Service” at 9.30 am, will have an informal and all-age feel to it and we are    

going to hold it in the Lower Hall. We hope if possible that a range of people will help to lead parts 

of these services alongside the Minister. The second service, at 11 am in the church, will be in the 

more usual mode for a Sunday morning at Crown, to which again anyone and everyone is          

welcome! 

Coffee and tea and juice will be served between the services, so that people might stay on 

after the “Early Service”, or come early before the “Morning Service”. You are invited to include 

that in your routine! 

Yours, Peter 



JOEL GITHINJI –NEPAL 
I was happy to meet my family again in the USA. 
They were eager to hear stories of my visit              
to     Scotland and my work in Nepal. 
Francis will be in Grade 11 from September this year 
and his dream is to become a neurosurgeon. Grace is 
currently doing her summer classes in Baltimore 
Community College. Grace wants to pursue a    
Bachelor degree in nursing.  Agnes has been         
attending training for her skill and career              
development. 
I was in USA when the earthquake struck Nepal. My 
family was in touch with Nepali friends and United 
Mission staff. 14 out of the 75 districts in the country 
were severely affected. So far more than 8000     
people died and over 750,000 houses have been    

destroyed.            Aftershocks continue to be felt across the country further increasing 
the trauma amongst those affected.  Many people are still living in tents,; children are 
slowly     resuming their classes though classrooms were destroyed. There is an urgent 
need to provide shelter to the affected areas. 
I visited Dhading this week and worked with local staff and volunteers in the         
management of Gauladi Warehouse from where relief items are despatched to remote 
areas. We loaded 10 trucks from with relief items for Lapa and much more to be       
airlifted by UN helicopter. So far United mission to Nepal(UMN) has distributed relief 
food and non food items to 10,000 households in Dhading district. The long term plan 
for reconstruction is underway. 
I will continue to support in relief work and develop capacity of churches in such      
engagements, write reports and proposals to ensure partners’ projects  have resources 
to continue their work. In collaboration with Mica Network we will continue to conduct 
a review and do HIV training in the Bible schools. I will visit and monitor the ongoing  
partners’ projects, strengthen home based care programmes and represent UMN in 
some meetings. 
I thank the Church of Scotland for your prayers and support as we continue to serve 
the poorest of the poor in Nepal 
Prayer Requests: 
Pray for the Government of Nepal and other stakeholders as they continue to reach 
the affected people in remote areas. 
Pray for people who have lost their family members and friends during the earthquake 
in Nepal 
Pray that resources will be available for UMN to continue with relief and the long term 
reconstruction work. 
Pray for my family in the USA Joel, Agnes, ,Grace and Francis 
 
 

(Thanks due to Heather Beck for this summary of a letter which she received from our 
church mission partner) 



Guild chooses its sponsored projects for next 3 years 

 

A charity helping new parents through the tough times after having a 

baby is one of six organisations which will benefit from hundreds of thousands of pounds 

raised by the Church of Scotland's Guild.  Care for the Family Scotland has been announced 

as one of the Guild's chosen charities for the next three years.  Others who will benefit        

in Scotland include Street Pastors, and a project to make churches welcoming for people 

with learning disabilities.  Abroad, there's support for tackling Female Genital Mutilation in 

Kenya, an environmental project in Bolivia and a missionary project in Haiti. 

Each of the six projects adopted by the 

Guild can expect to raise around £100,000 

during the 2015 - 2018 fundraising cycle. 

As the Church's voluntary organisation, 

the Guild has more than 22,600 members 

in 890 groups across Scotland, and enjoys 

a track record of success, raising more 

than £670,000 for the projects it adopted 

during 2012 - 2015. 

 

The Guild's National Convener, Kay Keith, 

says Care for the Family, Scotland - like 

the other five projects - is meeting a very real need.  More than half of all new parents who 

divorce or separate do so within three years of having a child.  "It's a very exhilarating time 

when you have a new baby, but it's 

also a time of great change for the family and the beginning of a new life," she said.  "Some 

couples don't make it and it seems a bit easier today for couples not to stick together.  We 

recognise that a huge part of that is about communication and understanding what is      

going on.  Care for the Family Scotland helps new parents build strong family relationships 

and stick together through tough times.  As an organisation that is very much concerned 

with children and with encouraging and helping and the family unit, we wanted to support 

this work.  This is an opportunity, not to just give funding, but also to be part of it," she 

said.  "We will raise funds for all the projects, but we are a service organisation so our   

members will get very involved as volunteers with the three Scottish projects." 

Fiona Marks, Care for the Family's Scottish representative, said The Guild's support for 

"Let's Stick Together" will help the charity work with thousands of new parents across 

Scotland.  "Together we literally have an opportunity to change the future for children and 

families.  I'm very excited about the next three years.  There are 56,000 new babies born in 

Scotland each year, and if each Guild in Scotland was to tell half a dozen new parents about 

"Let's Stick Together" that would potentially mean 10,000 families that are stronger across 

Scotland." 



At the heart of the "Let's Stick Together" project are volunteer-led sessions that reach out 

to couples where they are, including at childbirth classes and church play groups.  The     

sessions teach communication and parenting skills with a focus on helping new mums and 

dads avoid bad habits and develop the good habits that strengthen love and commitment.  

Fiona Marks said sleeplessness, isolation and lack of community support prevent parents 

from making time for one another.  For many the consequence is separation or divorce.  

"The cost to the taxpayer of family breakdown is currently estimated at £46 billion a year, 

and 50% of parents who separate will do so within three years of having a baby," she said. 

“These are the statistics and every time I look at them I'm shocked.  This is where "Let's 

Stick Together's" preventative approach can make a huge difference." 

The other five projects chosen for support from The Guild are: 

 

Ascension Trust – Street Pastors 

Street Pastors are trained volunteers who go out into our streets in all weathers to listen, 

care and help people. Ascension Trust does not choose where street pastors go; they       

respond to communities who identify a need. Street pastors are usually on the street from 

10 p.m. – 3 a.m. on one or more weekend nights.  Just eight years ago, Scotland had no 

street pastors.  Now more than 500 street pastors’ work across 20 communities from        

Edinburgh to Tain.  Support from The Guild will help train more street pastors to support 

more communities.  

 

Find out more about Street Pastors: http://bit.ly/1DLKz4i 

 

Prospects– All Friends Together 

Prospects in Scotland's "All Friends Together" project aims to help churches welcome    

people with learning disabilities and include them in all aspects of church life.  People with 

learning disabilities have many gifts and talents to contribute to church life.  As we offer 

friendship, people will have the confidence to use their gifts. Some churches have started 

groups that build friendship among people of different abilities.  Support from The Guild 

will give leadership and help more congregations start groups that build communities 

where people with disabilities feel at home. 

 

Find out more about Prospects: http://www.prospects.org.uk/ 

 

Feed the Minds – Breaking the Cycle of FGM 

More than 125 million girls in 29 countries including Scotland have been subjected to female 

genital mutilation. This cruel and dangerous practice can cause severe physical and          

psychological problems.  Some girls die after being cut.  Typically girls who are cut drop out 

of school and become mothers, often before they reach age 16. Ending FGM is complicated 

because it is seen as a rite of passage in some cultures.   



Feed the Minds, a charity that works to combat poverty and injustice across the Global 

South is partnering with communities in the Kuria district of Kenya to raise awareness, 

share knowledge and promote a culture of change.  Support from The Guild will help girls 

to choose their own future and stop the innocent becoming victims. 

 

Find out more about Feed the Minds: http://bit.ly/1HwKEsT 

 

Christian Aid– Caring for Mother Earth in Bolivia 

Millions of Bolivians are struggling to survive in what is one of the poorest countries in the 

world.  They live in one of the world's most biodiverse regions, the Amazon rainforest.  

But as women spend hours every day gathering firewood, just so families can eat, the   

forest — the lungs of our world — is under threat from deforestation.  Christian Aid's 

"Caring for Mother Project" will help the charity's Bolivian partners to work with more 

than 700 families, educating them about climate change and supporting them to build and 

use solar powered ovens.  Support from The Guild will help these families eat year round 

and help protect the rainforest.  

 

Find out more about Christian Aid Scotland: http://bit.ly/1DEHkGh 

 

 

Mission International– Haiti Project 

Mission International is a Christian missionary charity based in Dundee, which aims to     

improve the material and spiritual lives of some of the world's poorest people.  The Haiti  

Project is working with a church in the north eastern town of Ouanaminthe.  The project 

will construct a building that will include a school, a community centre and a new church 

centre.  One of the poorest countries in the world Haiti also has one of the lowest literacy 

rates.  The primary school, the community centre and the church will help Haitians reach 

their full potential and build a better future for themselves. 

 

Find out more about Mission International in Haiti: http://bit.ly/1byDRmI 

 

The projects were chosen to reflect the Guild's theme for 2015-2018: Be Bold Be Strong. 

Projects are chosen by members and get the final seal of approval from the national    

committee. 

 

Editors Note: The last set of guild projects which ran from September 2012   

until May 2015 succeeded in raising £751,877.63. 
 

 



Alpha Course 

`We will be running an Alpha course in 
the Olive Grove this   Autumn (Mondays 
from 28     September to 30             
November).   Apha is an opportunity to        
explore life and the Christian faith in a 
friendly, open and informal                
environment. If you or a friend would 
like to come along, or if you would be 
keen to help out in some way, then 
chat to Charlie or Farquhar Forbes for           
information.` 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Highland Malawi 
Trust would like to 
thank everyone who 
s u p p o r t e d  t h e      
strawberry tea. A 

lovely afternoon was 
had by all and an   
amazing £1,304 was 
raised for the ongoing 
work of the Trust. 



(Continued from June ) 
Rev Doug McRoberts explains 
that by the time he was moving  
to Malta he had acquired a great 
deal of international experience 
in     communications and press       
relations. The family had also had 
a couple of holidays in Malta and 
one of Doug's many other        
interests is Second World War 
aviation. Malta has the dubious 
reputation of being the most 
bombed place on the planet. 
W h e n  D o u g  s a w  t h e                
advertisement in Life and Work, 
lots of things came together (not least his Methodist connection) and he and Lesley 
went to Malta in February of 2009.  
Snowstorms were still a recurring feature. Their departure to Malta was delayed by 
snowstorms in the UK and, to cap it all, they even had a hailstorm when they arrived 
in Malta which was then enduring some of the coldest weather it had ever             
experienced. The congregation, quite naturally, blamed them. 
 
Their first year in Malta was spent coming to terms with the nature of a very different 
ministry. However, although refugees from Africa had been a feature in Malta since 
about 2002 they had, for the most part, been economic migrants. 
 
From 2010 onwards refugee work became the biggest thing in the lives of Doug and 
Lesley. The refugees coming to Malta were no longer economic migrants, they were 
no fleeing for their lives as a consequence of the various upheavals which were just 
starting to take place in North Africa at that time. 
 
Raising money for and looking after refugees became a priority. Doug remembers an 
early project which needed €1000 to become viable and they fell short by €300. They 
prayed. The following morning there arrived through the post a card from a John and 
Mary from Mallaig which contained €300. The card explained that they did not really 
know why they were sending it but they hoped they would be able to use it wisely. 
Doug remarks "God honours commitment. We were learning lessons about doing 
things in faith." 
 
The refugee problem began to escalate following the civil war in Libya and women, 
children, whole families were literally fleeing for their lives. The decision was taken to 
formally set up a refugee project based on St Andrews Scots Church in Malta called 
"Out of Africa into Malta". A project known as "Malta Micro-Finance" run by St       
Andrews Scots church specifically to help refugees was later set up. This received a   
major boost when the Presbytery of Europe made this one of their mission projects of 
the year and an unprecedented in €11,000 was raised to help fund the work of this 



Doug explains "at this point my job was to communicate to the world. I was the right 
guy in the right place at the right time." 
 
He was also, surprise, surprise, by this time also the communications officer for the 
Presbytery of Europe. He recalls one incident where a boat containing 102 refugees 
had been spotted off the coast of Malta and the then Prime Minister of Malta who was 
promoting an operation called "pushback" was proposing to repel the refugees and 
force them back to almost certain death.  
 
An injunction was obtained through the European Court of Human Rights at the very 
last moment to prevent their expulsion. Doug (wearing his media hat) became        
involved and became front-page news in the Times of Malta, effectively opposing the 
stance taken by the Prime Minister and insisting that the focus should be on helping 
the people caught in the middle and not on the politics. Doug was shortly thereafter 
supported not only by the Archbishop of Malta but also by its President. Much more 
recently, Doug has once again been front-page news, this time in the "Highland 
News" as the refugee crisis in Malta continues to develop. 
 
Doug recollects that the President of Malta later attended and personally opened the 
"Malta Micro-Finance Initiative" already referred to some months after the spat with 
the Prime Minister. 
This initiative went on to raise approximately €60,000 in its first year alone, a        
substantial proportion of which came from the Methodist Church. 
 
Then, in 2012, the Church of Scotland Guild project stepped in with a three-year   
commitment to fund the project. €150,000 has been raised by the Guild alone. The 
total amount of money raised ultimately amounted to some quarter of €1 million 
which "enabled huge things to happen" insofar as the welfare of the refugees was 
concerned.Doug explains that the "Malta Micro-Finance" initiative was used to provide 
small scale loans directed towards accommodation, education and employment. To 

accommodate the 
Muslim teaching 
against usury, the 
loans were interest-
f r e e  b u t  an          
arrangement fee 
was charged. Doug 
is very proud of the 
fact that, to date, 
the repayment rate 
on these "loans" is 
100 percent. 
(The picture oppo-
site shows Doug at 
home with "Thomas 
the Tank Engine") 



The work with refugees has, in the last 2 or 3 years, transformed the nature of the 
church in Malta. It is now a full-blown missionary church. Lesley acknowledges the 
fact that it has also changed their own lives and in the process they have learned so 
much about themselves and so much about God. They have been "blown away" by 
kindness and "little acts of love". 
 
Doug eventually (by this stage having reached retirement age) retired from his post 
and they left Malta in August of last year. 
 
They are now very happily living at Milton of Leys. Their son, Scott, was ordained 
minister in the Church of Scotland and is now Minister at St Columba's in Inverness. 
He and his family are living just down the road from them. Their other son, Struan, is 
a youth pastor in Farnborough. Their daughter, Hannah, is working in child protection. 
They have a total of 5 grandchildren and are clearly thoroughly enjoying being  
grandparents. 
 
As for the future, well, they want to continue to enjoy being grandparents. Doug    
continues to preach. His interest in World War II aviation continues. While I was a 
guest in their home I saw the pictures which he had painted himself of World War II 
aircraft as part of a fundraising project undertaken while they were living in Malta. I 
also saw his guitar collection. He showed me a book he had published in 1985 "Lions         
Rampant" telling the story of Glasgow's fighter squadron (602) which has an         
unparalleled record as a fighter squadron in the Battle of Britain. 
 
So there we have it, rockstar, media specialist, author, painter and, of course Church 
of Scotland minister and refugee champion. 
 
However, I have almost forgotten to mention the outdoor railway in his garden or the 
beautifully restored 3 litre Ford Capri in his garage. My rage and jealousy were hardly 
abated when I heard that he had actually taken the controls of a Shackleton and 
done a 12 hour stint in a Nimrod. I will need to take him up in a glider and see what 
he is made of. I suspect I know. 
 
Doug and Lesley bring a wealth of Christian commitment and experience into our 
church and could hardly be more welcome. Have a chat to them over a cup of tea   
after the service some Sunday. You are most unlikely to be bored! 
 
Bob Forrest 

Advance Warning! 
The local Committee of The Leprosy Mission is holding its     
Annual Coffee Morning on 3rd October and it is our Church’s 
turn to run the Sales Table.  Please may I request donations of   
Baking, Jam, Chutney, Tablet, Books and unwanted presents.  
Your support is required for this worthwhile cause.  I will uplift, 
if necessary.  Thank you, Marion Barbour.  
 



BALMACARA SERVICE SUNDAY 21 JUNE 2015 

 

Sanders and Sarnia   
Campbell very generously 
hosted an afternoon      
service in their waterside 
house the ‘Boathouse’ at 
Balmacara for up to some 
40 members of the       
congregation with a       
se rv i ce  o f  worsh ip        
conducted by   Peter.  

 

This year we were not able 
to hold the service in the 

open air due to rain showers – so 
this time at least we were not     
bothered with midges! So the     
service was held in their lounge/
d in ing room which has a          
stunning outlooks to Loch Alsh, Kyle 
Rhea, the edge of Loch Duich and 
the southern end of Skye. Peter was 
assisted by Morven and Farquhar.  

 

All were then treated to a delightful 

buffet cold and hot meal prepared by the hosts     
assisted by Beth and others. Thanks are due to 
those who provided dishes and wines. 

 

The article and photographs have been  
generously contributed by that rather    

dubious part-time waiter who has            
appeared in previous editions of the       

newsletter. 

 



Childrens’ Music Group 
 
We are hoping to be able to start  
another children’s music group in the 
autumn, and are inviting    anyone 
from P4 upwards to take part. How it 
will work, whether it will be purely 
instrumental, purely vocal or a     
mixture will depend on who is       
interested. The practice time, again, 
will be decided depending on who is 
interested, but currently a preferred 
option is 12.15-1.15pm on a Sunday. 
 
If you have or know of any      
youngsters who would like to take 
part in a music group at church, 
please could you contact me, stating 

the         preference for singing or playing a musical instrument (and if the latter, 
which musical instrument!) and any preference for practice times. 
 
If you need any further information, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Brigid Donald 
Organist and Choir Director 
 
 

 

Crown Church Band 

 
After eight years as conductor of Crown Church Band, Bob Forsyth has 
given notice that he is to stand down as conductor on 5 July 2015. Bob 
means to continue as a member of the Band. 
 
Under his leadership the band has flourished and fulfilled all the aims set 
out in its constitution. 
 
A new conductor requires to be appointed as soon as possible. Any person 
interested in this position should contact Charlie Gallacher or me,  Linda 
Moncur.  



Fun Day 
Crown Church will be holding a Fun 
Afternoon for primary school aged 
children, followed by a BBQ for all 
the family, on   Saturday 22          
August in the church. 
 
There will be loads of epic stuff to    
enjoy from 2pm onwards, such as 
group games, arts & crafts, face   
painting and a chance to cheer on 
David as he faces the giant             
Goliath! 
Then all the family is welcome to 
come and enjoy hot dogs and burgers 
from 5.30pm. 
 
If you would like to help out in some way with the Fun Afternoon & 
BBQ please speak to Farquhar. And feel free to tell your friends and     
relatives to put the date in their diaries because it’s gonna be a great          
afternoon! 
Farquhar Forbes 



A MOUNTAIN TO CLIMB: 

CAN YOU HELP? 

This is a word on behalf of a 
family in our congregation who 
have a child’s    serious health 
challenge to deal with.         
Unfortunately it’s not a situation 
which figures high on NHS     
priorities, and they have been  
waiting over three years now 
for help. Because the situation       
continues to get worse, they 
would like to see if a privately-

funded route would help. 
Therefore Barbara is going to climb Ben Wyvis, in the hope of raising 
some   sponsorship. She has never climbed a mountain before, but there’s 
a mirroring there of the other mountain, so to speak, she is having to 
climb. And she would also like to offer cake between the church  services 
on 19th July, again perhaps in return for donations. 
 
The target required is a large one (in excess of £2000). It would be    
wonderful if you do feel able to help. Since a measure of discretion would 
be very helpful, we have sponsor sheets in the church office and at 
our Sunday services. If instead of cash you would like to donate through a 
bank or by cheque, please make payment to Crown Church for the 
“Benevolent Fund, Barbara”, and we will ensure that it gets through. 
Thank you. 
 

Peter Donald 

 

"For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me 
in, I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was ill and you looked 
after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me." 
Matthew 25:35 and 36 



 

 

‘Religion, Reconciliation and Peace’ 

Making a Difference through Dialogue 

 

Interfaith Peace Conference  

Thistle Hotel, Millburn Road, Inverness, IV2 3TR 

Sunday 9
th

 August, 1.30 - 6pm 

Entry Free on Registration 

 

International key note speaker, dialogue and discussion, exhibitions and 

entertainment, friendship, fellowship and food 

Religion is often painted as the ‘cause’ of violence; this event will explore the tools 

religion offers for peace and reconciliation 

Places are limited so please register before 27
th

 July 2015 by sending your name and contact details to 

calum@interfaithscotland.org .  Please state dietary and any other additional requirements 



Blythswood Shoebox 

Appeal 2015 
 

Last year Crown Knitters 
raised £63 "and loads of    
knitting" in aid of the shoebox  
appeal 2014. The title "Crown 
Knitters" came from 
Blythswood in appreciation of 
their contribution. 
 
Details of the shoebox appeal 
2015 will appear later in the 
year. 
 
Please note: 
 
The knitting group will not meet in July and the first meeting of the new 
session will be on Monday 17th August. 
 
Lena Clarke 

 

A Sunday school 
teacher  was    
describing to the 
children that 
when Lot's wife 
looked back at 
Sodom she was 
turned into a   
pillar of salt. One 
of the children 
interrupted "My 
mummy looked 
back once while 
she was driving, 
and she turned 
into a telegraph 
pole." 



Kirk Session News 
 
One of the main topics for          
discussion at the Kirk Session 
meeting which was held on 
Wednesday 10th June was the 
theme of "Assisting Ministry". 
 
Following an interesting discussion, 
during which a number of       
questions were raised and         
answered, the Kirk    Session 
agreed in principle to amend its 
own management    structure. 
 
It has been felt that the current Kirk Session structure is too closely focused around 
the Minister and that, perhaps as a consequence, some Kirk Session committees 
have not been operating as effectively as they otherwise might. The issue of    
changing the management structure has been on the agenda since at least January 
2011 (when it was discussed at the annual Elders conference). 
 
This has now been taken forward into a positive proposal which the Kirk Session has 
endorsed in principle. 
 
The basic proposal is that there will be an Elders Council. This will consist of the   
Minister and the Session Clerk ex officio. In addition there will be one member from 
each of 6 areas of Church work and witness and one member from the               
Congregational Board. There will therefore be 9 members in total. 
 
There are some items of business which, it has been agreed, will always be         
considered by the full Kirk Session. 
 
The 6 council members will, in effect, be team leaders responsible for their own   
specific areas. This structure is not new. It has already been adopted by many Kirk 
Sessions throughout the country and is generally felt to be a more efficient and     
effective way of conducting Kirk Session business. 
 
It is hoped that it will provide a more dynamic and constructive way in which to    
progress the work of the Kirk Session. In addition, the decision-making process is 
likely to become quicker and more efficient. 
 
Updates will be provided in due course! 
 
Bob Forrest 
 



Readings for July / August  
 

    6 Psalm 85:8–13       9 Psalm 130 
    7 2 Samuel 6:1–11    10 1 Kings 2:1–9 
    8 2 Samuel 6:12–19    11 1 Kings 2:10–12; 3:3–14 
    9 Ephesians 1:1–14    12 Ephesians 5:15–20 
  10 Amos 7:7–15     13 Ephesians 5:21–33 
  11 Mark 6:14–29     14 Ephesians 6:1–9 
  12 Psalm 24      15 John 6:51–58 
  13 2 Samuel 7:1–14a    16 Psalm 111 
  14 2 Samuel 9:1–13    17 1 Kings 8: 22–30, 41–43 
  15 Ephesians 2:1–10    18 1 Kings 8:54–61 
  16 Ephesians 2:11–22    19 Ephesians 6:10–20 
  17 Jeremiah 23:1–6    20 Ephesians 6:21–23 
  18 Mark 6:30–34, 53–56  21 John 6:56–69 
  19 Psalm 89:20–37    22 John 7:1–19 
  20 2 Samuel 11:1–15    23 Psalm 84 
  21 2 Samuel 11:16–25    24 Song of Solomon 2:8–13 
  22 Ephesians 3:1–13    25 James 1:1–11 
  23 Ephesians 3:14–21    26 James 1:12–15 
  24 2 Kings 4:42–44    27 James 1:17–27 
  25 John 6:1–21     28 Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9 
  26 Psalm 14      29 Mark 7:1–8, 14–15, 21–23 
  27 2 Samuel 11:26—12:15a  30 Psalm 45:1–2, 6–9 
  28 2 Samuel 12:15b–25    31 Proverbs 22:1–11 
  29 Ephesians 4:1–16  Sep   1 Proverbs 22:17–23 
  30 Ephesians 4:17–24      2 James 2:1–10, 14–17 
  31 Exodus 15:2–4, 9–15     3 James 2:18–26 
Aug   1 John 6:24–35       4 Isaiah 35:4–7a 
    2 Psalm 51:1–12       5 Mark 7:24–37 
    3 2 Samuel 18:5–15, 31–33     6 Psalm 125 
    4 2 Samuel 19:1–23      7 Proverbs 1:20–33 
    5 Ephesians 4:25—5:2      8 Proverbs 2:1–22 
    6 Ephesians 5:3–14      9 Proverbs 3:1–8 
    7 1 Kings 19:1–8     10 James 3:1–12 

Once the crowd realised that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, 
they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus. 
 
When they found him on the other side of the lake they asked him, 
"Rabbi, when did you get here?" 
 
Jesus answered, "Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not      
because you saw the signs I performed but because you ate the loaves 
and had your fill. Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that    
endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him 
God the Father has placed his seal of approval." 
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LADY VISITORS                         Jane Wilson,  
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August Count Team 
Graham Wilson 
Bruce Merchant, Douglas Taylor, Margot 
Tuley, Moira Cooper 
 
             September Count Team 
Pat Douglas 
Heather Beck, Rita Cameron, Robert 
Laing, Aileen Laing, Donald Morrison 

August Welcome Team 
North Door Heather & Alec Grant 
South Door Eileen & Richard Ardern 
Midmills North Kay MacDonald & Lindsay 
Stewart 
Midmills South David Crippin 
           September Welcome Team 
North Door Chrisanne & Stewart Robertson 
South Door Evelyn Reid &Robert Laing 
Midmills North Ann Johnston &M Forrest 
Midmills South Bob Forrest 

  Readers 
Marion Barbour 
Douglas Murray 
Jean Hamilton 
 
Donald Morrison 
Helen Boynton 
Richard Ardern 
Liz Forbes 
 
Donald 
MacKenzie 
Communion 

Coffee 
Crown Band 
Guild 
Socials 
 
Boys Brigade 
Socials 
Mostly Women 
J Collinson, L Clarke, Isabelle 
MacKenzie 
V Gollan, E Ardern, K Currie 
 
Communion 

July 
12 
19 
26 
Aug 
2 
9 
16 
23 
 
30 
 
Sep6 

                 Creche 
K MacDonald & Jean 
Munro 
Marjory MacKenzie & 
Irene Munro 
Heather Beck & G & D 
Thomson 
R MacGill & M Choppy 
K MacDonald & Jean 
Munro 
G&DThomson & M 
McKenzie 
Jane Smith & M Choppy 



NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Baptism 

Erin Cait Atkinson, daughter of Amy and Mark, Inshes Crescent, on 
21 June 

Weddings 

Avril Dewart and Gordon Macdonald, on 6 June at the Loch Ness 
House Hotel  

Deaths 

Mrs Nan Bowie, Miers Avenue, on 1 May 
Mrs Christina Flett, Muirfield Gardens, on 7 June 
Bill Gibson, Craigton, on 11 June 
 

Congratulations to Bill and Dorothy Mein, celebrating their 
Golden Weddings in August! 

 
 

 “let us love one another, for love is of God”  (I John 4.7) 

The September Newsletter 
 
The copy deadline for the next Newsletter will be Sunday 26 
August. Contributions should be sent to:the Forrests 
at: marionandbobnewsletter@gmail.com 
or left in the "F" pigeonhole. Please note that the newsletter 
can also be accessed via the church website where you will be 
able to see all the photographs in colour. 

Published by Crown Church, Inverness (Church of                 
Scotland) 

 Registered charity SC 018159 
The Church website is to be found at www.crown-

church.co.uk 


