
Newsletter               
CROWN CHURCH, INVERNESS             

 
  
Parish Minister:         The Revd (Dr) Peter Donald 
Pastoral Assistant:     The Revd Stewart Frizzell 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God” 
 
Romans 8:14 

WORSHIP SERVICES   
“Rejoice in the Lord always” (Philippians 4.4) 

 

Sunday 13th December         11 am  Morning Worship 
Sunday 20th December          11 am  All-age Worship 
Thursday 24(Christmas Eve) 6.30 pm Carols and candlelight 
            11.15 pm Watchnight Service 
Friday 25th (Christmas Day) 10.30 am “Joy for the world”: Christmas Worship 
Sunday 27th December          11 am   Worship for the first Sunday of Christmas 
Sunday 3rd January   11 am   Morning Worship,  with Special Prayers after 
Sunday 10th January  11 am   Morning Worship 
Sunday 17th January  11 am   Morning Worship 
Sunday 24th January  11 am   Morning Worship 
Sunday 31st January  11 am   Morning Worship 
Sunday 7th February  11 am   Morning Worship 
            6.30 pm Evening Worship, with Special Prayers 
 

  Also: Prayers every Friday at 12 noon. Please make requests known! 
(not on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day) 

 
 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the     
government will be on his shoulders. 

 
And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,          

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
Isaiah 9: 6 and 7 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear friends,  
 
As Farquhar reminded us as he led worship for the 
last time as our Probationer Minister, the meaning 
of Advent is “coming”. The year turns around and 
we are called to remember the coming of Jesus. 
He came, the “down from on high” (Luke ); what 
he had to give was so utterly new, not only for  
Israel but for all people. We look back and at the 
very same time we look forward, being called to 
remember that Jesus Christ will come again; and, 
“Behold, I make all things new” (Revelation ). 
Can we focus ourselves on what is new? In our 
congregation we have encouragement to do so. 
While we reluctantly bid farewell to Farquhar, Liz and the children, newness beckons to 
them in Farquhar having accepted an            appointment as Ministry Associate in   
Inshes Church. For all that he has been a     member and Elder there, and has worked 
indeed for a number of years in a youth post at Inshes, this is quite a new departure.  
 
The difference of taking up anew there will be defining. And then we welcome Struan 
into our midst. This is not his first appointment to work with children and young    
people and their families, and even Inverness is not a complete novelty for him, with 
historic ties here, and yet again the newness of what he is about – and his newness 
for us – will be defining. For myself this is the 25th Advent I have entered into as an 
ordained Minister. Have I done it all before? Quite    simply, no. Yes there is familiarity 
and a remembering of what is in the past, but now, this year, allowing for the new is 
the defining thing! 
 
Christmas is laden with associations and memories and traditions. Some of these go 
back a long way, others perhaps are of more recent making, but I hope you see by 
now where I am going. Let it not be only a recapturing of the past! Even when of 
course there may be wistfulness and a longing to go back to the happiest times, 
Christmas is more than those decorations carefully put away last year, Christmas is 
more than us holding on to the past. The Christmas Gospel insists that there is new 
life in our midst. “Be born in me” is the prayer to be said to our Saviour Christ. 
 
To focus on newness … there is more on offer than a new sweater, a new bottle of 
perfume, a new pair of socks, a new TV etc etc!  And surely God will pour joy into our 
hearts not only on 25th December! We look back and we look forward. Come, Lord   
Jesus, come. 
 

Yours, Peter 



Greetings from Nepal 
 
Nepal has now adopted a new constitution and 
the Government is being reconstituted. There 
are still some contentious issues arising          
although over 90% of Nepalese voted for it.   
India, however, issued a border blockade after 
Nepal’s promulgation of the new constitution. 
India claimed it was due to insecurity reasons at 
the border. To date the flow of goods from India 
has not fully resumed. Nepal is currently facing 
a crisis as fuel, gas and essential commodities 
run out of stock. All sectors are affected in one 
way or another. Travelling within Katmandu and 
other parts of Nepal is becoming a nightmare. 
Very few vehicles are on the roads all over    

Nepal. While Nepal needs 250 tankers of fuel on a daily basis, India has been      
supplying less. The Government is still negotiating with India hoping the situation 
will improve. It is also discussing means and mode of fuel import from China. 
UMN (United Mission to Nepal) had published an extra HIV book for students in the 
Doti District for grades 7-9. The Social Welfare council evaluation team acknowl-
edged it as a good practice that can be replicated in other schools in Nepal. UMN 
also conducted HIV training to 56 Theological students and members of staff in 
Ebeneezer Bible School. It was encouraging to hear from students that the Church 
needs such education. The Dean of students attended the training and he said” it 
will be an examinable subject in the future and it will be included in the Integral  
Mission Curriculum being reviewed”. 
The next plan of action is to visit partners for ongoing capacity building and          
implementation of HIV and DRR (Disaster Risk Reduction) programmes and to    
submit proposals to donors to secure funding for programmes hat benefit the     
poorest of poor living in poverty. 
60 women from low caste benefited from improved cooking stoves in Devdaha      
village in Rupandehi District. These stoves use less firewood and emit less smoke. 
The kitchen is therefore cleaner and fewer cases of respiratory infections have been 
reported.  
 
Please pray for: 
 
• Nepal situation. That there will be peace and fruitful negotiations among the       

politicians and that those who are poor will not be affected.  
• All UMN staff travelling to Katmandu for review meeting 
• My visit to the USA in December to meet my family 

 
From our prayer partner, Joel Githinji 



News from the Kirk     

Session 

 
As reported in the July newsletter, 
there has been a big change in the 
way in which the Kirk Session of 
Crown Church has structured itself. 
 
The Kirk Session has now terminated 
the remit of all the existing            
committees and replaced them with 6 
brand-new, permanent committees. 
 
Each committee has a convener who will coordinate the work of the committee, chair 
the meetings of the committee and who will also attend meetings of the new Elders 
Council which comprises all of the new committee conveners together with the     
Minister, the Session Clerk and a nominee from the Congregational Board.  
 
The Elders Council will meet regularly to discuss and agree upon the disposal of   
relevant business. 
 
The full Kirk Session will continue to meet but not as frequently as before since the 
bulk of the work of the Kirk Session will now be carried on in the committees. 
 
All of the active elders on Kirk Session have now been allocated to work on one or 
other of the new committees. 
 
The detail of the new committees is as follows: 
 

• Worship (convener Mr David Crippin) 
 

• Discipleship (convener Rev Morven Archer) 
 

• Pastoral care (convener Mr John Barbour) 
 

• Youth and children (convener Mrs Judith MacLeod) 
 

• Community and outreach (convener Mrs Mairi Main) 
 

• Communications (convener Mr Bruce Merchant) 
 
We hope to run a series of articles in the newsletter throughout 2016 explaining the 
work of these various committees in a little bit more detail. 
 
Marion and Bob Forrest 



The Guild 

 
November has been quite a busy month in the 
Guild. At our meeting on the 10th we welcomed 
Lizzie McDougall who brought with her a     
beautiful quilt which she had made. Each panel 
represented a different story thus the name 
"The Ceilidh Quilt". She entertained us with a 
few of these tales from around the Highlands 
and     Islands. 
 
Guild Week was celebrated with holding a quiz 
night here in Crown attended by other Guilds in 

the Presbytery. Our team of Adrienne Adie, Heather Beck. Linda Moncur and Dorothy 
Mein won the quiz with our second team, runners up. Nine teams in all took part. The 
quiz was followed by tea and baking. 
On 20th November a number of our members travelled to Dunfermline Abbey to join 
other guild members from around Scotland for the Big Sing. 
On 24th one of our members Janet MacPherson led our meeting and showed us how 
to make a fancy fandango. This kept us busy sewing for the evening and ......the chat 
was good too. 
Our Christmas meeting is on 8th December and we are invited to "join the            
celebration". The idea is to bring a friend, have a meal together and enjoy some     
festive entertainment. 
We wish all our members a very Happy Christmas and good health and happiness in 
the New Year.  
 
Dorothy Mein, Guild Correspondent 

 

 

Christmas Concert 
 

The Church Choir and Youth Band will give 
their Christmas Concert  on Sunday 13th      
December at 2:30 pm in the Lower Hall in aid 
of Friends of Cameron House. 
  
There will be Christmas songs and carols, with 
a singalong to finish with. Tea with home          
baking  will be served during the afternoon. 
  
Tickets at £4 are on sale from the church of-
fice and at the  coffee after Morning Worship 
with any remaining being available on the day.  



CHURCH FLOWERS 

 

It is hoped to decorate the Church for Christmas and the Quiet Day on Friday, 
18th December from 10 am.  Anyone is welcome to come along and help (you 
can make the tea, if you don’t want to flower arrange!).  It is a lovely           
atmosphere! If anyone has some variegated holly they could donate  that 
would be appreciated – you can leave it in the old kitchen. 
The new list for those donating flowers each Sunday will be put in the               
noticeboard in the back corridor on Sunday, 13th December.  If you would like 
to donate money so that one of the ladies (and hopefully gents) in our team 
can arrange the flowers (or you could arrange them yourself), please give 
your donation to Ruby Coe or leave it in the Church Office – cheques to be 
made out to the Crown Church. 
Thank you to all who donated money for church flowers during 2015 – they 
have been much appreciated.   I must give a very big ‘thank you’ to my team 
of ladies who have arranged the flowers during the year – Adrienne Adie,          
Eileen Ardern, Isabell Piggott, Sheila Kelly, Dorothy Mein, Mary Ann            
Buchanan, Tricia Hanna, Margaret Melville,  Mairi Main, Beth Matheson, 
Angy Macdiarmid and Janet Holmes.  We have some new ‘arrangers’ coming 
on board  as Mairi, Beth and Angy are departing – Evelyn Reid, Lena Clarke, 
Sheena Ferguson, Irene Munro, Ann Nelson, Ethel Macleod and Robbie            
Mackintosh – more are always welcome.  By the way, some of the best flower  
arrangers are men – so men will also be very welcome. When starting, new 
‘arrangers’ will shadow one of the more experienced people until  they feel 
comfortable doing it on their own – hopefully along the way they will pick up 
hints and tips on how to do it! 
Ruby Coe 

 
 

A "thank you" from Highland Food 
Bank 

 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
partnering with us over what has been a fairly busy 
year for Highland Food Bank. Over this past financial 
year we helped over 4500 people across the Highlands 
with emergency food and we were only able to do this 
with your support. 



A Seychelles Wedding 
I spent a very pleasant hour recently with Jude 
Madeleine. Jude had been kind enough to email 
me a lovely photograph taken in the Seychelles in 
October this year and I was keen to catch up 
with the rest of the story. 
 
Jude explained that he and Muriel were married 
in the Seychelles in 2004. However, due to      
difficult circumstances at the time (Jude's mum 
was very ill) they were not able to have a church 
wedding and instead had to make do with a very 
simple civil ceremony. 
 
They had both always wanted a proper         
celebration. Although the planning came very 
late in the day, Muriel's mum, who was 80 in    
October and who still lives in the Seychelles, 
proved the perfect excuse. 
 
A double celebration was organised combining an 
80th birthday party with a church blessing with all the trimmings. 
 
Family, friends, neighbours, some work colleagues were all invited and what appears 
to have been a small flotilla from Inverness (including our own Minister, Peter and his 
wife, Brigid) flew to the Seychelles to attend this double celebration. 
 
Despite the best laid plans, the arrangements did not go exactly according to plan. 
Jude and Muriel were a little bit disappointed o be told by the priest only the day     
before that he had somehow managed to double book himself! A substitute was very 
hastily arranged at the 11th hour. 

On the day of the celebration 
itself, the whole island was 
subject to a power cut (a 
most unusual event) for 
about 5 hours in the morning 
which disrupted the      
preparations considerably. 
 
As a consequence, although 
Jude, in the best wedding 
tradition, was at the chapel 
in good time, Muriel was 
late. More than an hour late. 
(continued on next page) 



However, Jude explained that 
they managed to get over that 
little setback and the           
arrangements otherwise went 
well.  After the blessing in the 
chapel, the party retired to a 
nearby hotel for a reception 
which seems to have gone on 
right into the night. 
 
There were 2 cakes to cut (an 
80th birthday cake and a    
wedding cake). There were a 
few speeches, some good food 
and lots of good company. This was followed by a dance and when the band packed 
up the dance was followed by a disco. Their 2 boys, Harry and Juel had a great time 
as,     apparently, did everyone else, not least Muriel's mum. 
 
Jude explained that it was a blessing in more ways than one since it was also a     
blessing in every sense to have all the family and friends together at a proper       
celebration postponed for so long. 
 
I hope you enjoy the pictures and many congratulations to them both! 
 
Bob Forrest 



A farewell and thank you from   

Farquhar Forbes: 
 
Our final weekend (28-29th Nov) at Crown was very 
special and it will be remembered by us as a family 
for many years to come. There was the delicious 
food and warm time of fellowship at the            
Congregational Meal on the Saturday night (thank 
you to all who came and "well done Socials'     
Committee!"). I said in my speech that I’d always 
remember Crown as the ‘Church of Doors’ - so 
many doors in the building, and also so many     
people who have opened the doors of their hearts 
to us as a family over this past year! 
 
The next morning it was great to lead worship one 

last time: a call for us to open our Bibles and pour God’s Word into our lives so we 
might see Jesus for who he is: the Word made flesh. On behalf of the congregation 
Peter presented me with the gift of a beautiful white preaching scarf with gold crosses 
over a celtic knot pattern, as well as a staggeringly generous cheque. For these gifts 
and the many words of blessing and appreciation we have received recently we want 
to say a huge thank you. 
 
On the Sunday morning I also announced that I had been asked to be the Associate at 
Inshes Church and after much thought and some very clear guidance from God I had 
accepted. We’re delighted, if not still quite surprised, by this next step God has for us. 
In fact it means that we’ll still have the blessing of walking in the Way of Christ        
together with you all in this city of Inverness. I’m going to miss working alongside   
Peter and as a family we’re going to miss being part of the congregation, but my 
'spies’ will give me regular updates on Crown Church and so you will be in our prayers 
- particularly as Struan McRoberts, your new Youth & Children’s Coordinator, begins his 
work amongst you. 

 
Privacy Policy 

  

At its June meeting the Kirk Session approved the Crown Church's Privacy Policy which 
says how we as a congregation use personal information about our members and    
adherents, such as names and contact details. 
  
Such information has always been held and used only for normal congregational     
purposes and the policy is simply intended to record what we have always done, in       
accordance with data protection legislation.  
  
The policy can be downloaded from our website www.crown-church.co.uk or seen at 
the Church Office. 
Bruce Merchant (convener, communications committee) 



THANK YOU, FARQUHAR 
We had a very lovely meal in honour of Farquhar Forbes on the last       

Saturday in November, at the end of his fifteen-month full time Probationer 

placement. The Socials Committee plus friends did a wonderful job in      

catering for a full house, and we offered fulsome thanks to Farquhar for all 

that he has done during his time with us. On the Sunday after, Peter was 

glad to be able to present a preaching scarf to Farquhar from the           

congregation, together with a cheque for £843 gathered from special gifts 

generously given in. We wish him every blessing as he moves (not very far) 

to take up a brand new appointment in the south of Inverness, based at   

Inshes Church. Peter 



 



An interview with David Whillis 

 
As I may have remarked in previous editions of 
the newsletter, one of the more pleasant       
aspects of being a joint editor is that you are 
able to meet some really interesting people. 
 
The more observant in our congregation may 
already have noticed that we have another 
"stranger in the mess" in our midst in the form 
of David Whillis. 
 
David has been with us for the past month. He 
is undertaking the Church of Scotland course 
leading to him becoming an Ordained Local 
Minister. As part of that course, he is presently 
at the beginning of a six-month placement with 
Crown Church and we have been delighted to 
welcome him. 
 

David's Church background is interesting in that his late father was a minister in the 
Presbyterian Church of England. David hails from Grimsby and spent some of his     
earlier years in Sheffield. He was originally a member of the Presbyterian Church of    
England which later became the United Reformed Church. 
 
As he puts it he "dallied with the Episcopalian tradition" but when he came to          
Inverness in 1991 he worshipped with several different congregations until settling 
down to become a member and later elder at Hilton Church in Inverness where he 
very happily remains to this day. 
 
His personal background is that he is married and he and his wife Jo have 3 children, 
the older 2 currently studying different engineering courses at Glasgow and Edinburgh 
universities respectively. His younger daughter is still at school in Inverness where (in 
addition to lots of other things) she is learning to play the saxophone. 
 
David retired from his "day job" 18 months ago where he was an oncologist at     
Raigmore Hospital. 
 
During our recent discussion I asked him the obvious question "why do you want to 
become an Ordained Local Minister?" and received a refreshingly straightforward reply. 
"I feel called by God to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ". 
 
He went on to explain that he has felt this calling for some considerable time but, he 
was also enjoying his day job as an oncologist which he felt very much at home in. 
The plan gradually evolved to take early retirement and embark upon a course in the 
ministry.        (continued on next page) 



(continued from previous page) 
 
It had originally been his intention to become a reader but, following conversations 
with several people, including his own minister and others at the Highland Theological 
College, he was eventually persuaded to instead embark upon the relatively new course 
leading to qualification as an "Ordained Local Minister". This is very much the same 
course which our own Rev Morven Archer successfully completed quite recently. 
 
The course effectively has 2 elements which run in tandem, with church placements 
over the course of 3 years (of which his placement in Crown is the first). The second 
element relates to his academic studies as he requires to obtain a certificate of higher 
education in theology. He is currently studying at the Highland Theological College in 
Dingwall which is now part of the University of the Highlands and Islands. He is already 
at an advanced stage in his studies which he made plain he is thoroughly enjoying. He 
made a particular point of the fact that being able to study locally is a major advantage.  
 
His plans for the future? David explained that he will not complete all elements of the 
course until, in all probability, 2017. He has a particular interest in ministering to the 
elderly and hopes that, following ordination, he may be able to undertake midweek  
services and to focus particularly on the needs of the more elderly half of the church 
community. 
 
David made plain that he is thoroughly enjoying being part of the Crown community at 
the present time and I am happy to report that he has found us to be a very welcoming 
church. 
I am sure I speak for all of us when I say that we are delighted to have him in our 
midst and that you will all join with me in wishing him every success with his studies. I 
look forward to his ordination in due course and, having met and talked with him, have 
no doubt that he will be a very strong asset within the Inverness Presbytery. 
 
Bob Forrest 

 
Volunteers Needed! 
Our much valued team of "helpers" who assist with "the teas", provide a smile and a 

friendly welcome at the church doors on Sunday      
mornings, provide lifts to those who need them, deliver 
the monthly newsletter etc. would really like some              
reinforcements. 
 
If you are able to assist even to a limited extent with any 
of these small but nevertheless vital activities, please let 
me, your own elder, or indeed any of the    elders or    
office bearers know as your contribution will be most 
gratefully received. 
John Barbour (convenor, pastoral care             
committee) 



Readings for December and January 

7 Isaiah 41:1-20   10 Mark 2:1-22 

8 Isaiah 41:21-29   11 Psalm 103:6-14 

9 Isaiah 42:1-9   12 Mark 2:23-28 

10 Isaiah 42:10-20   13 Mark 3:1-6 

11 Isaiah 42:21-25   14 Mark 3:7-12 

12 Isaiah 43:1-7   15 Mark 3:13-19a 

13 Ezra 1:1-4; 3:1-4, 10-13   16 Mark, 3:19b-30 

14 Ezra 3:5-13   17 Mark 4:1-34 

15 Ezra 4:1-5   18 Psalm 126 

16 Ezra 4:6-24   19 Mark 3:31-35 

17 Ezra 5:1-17   20 Mark 4:35-41 

18 Ezra 6:13-18   21 Mark 5:1-20 

19 Ezra 6:10-22   22 Mark 6:30-44 

20 Luke 1:5-13   23 Mark 6:45-52 

21 Luke 1:1-4   24 Mark 5:21-43 

22 Luke 1:14-25   25 Psalm 131 

23 Luke 1:26-38   26 Mark 6:53-56 

9 Psalm 108:1-4   12 Mark 10:1-12 

24 Luke 2:1-14   27 Mark 7:1-23 

25 Luke 2:8-20   28 Mark 7:24-30 

26 Matthew 2:1-12   29 Mark 7:31-37 

27 Luke 1:5-13   30 Mark 8:1-10 

28 Luke 1:1-4   31 Mark 6:1-29 

29 Luke 1:14-25 Feb 1 Psalm 122 

30 Luke 1:26-38   2 Mark 8:11-13 

31 Luke 2:1-14   3 Mark 8:14-21 

1 Luke 2:8-20   4 Mark 8:22-26 

2 Matthew 2:1-12   5 Mark 9:9-13 

3 Mark 1:21-45   6 Mark 9:14-29 

4 Psalm 103:1-5   7 Mark 8:27–9:8 

5 Isaiah 42:10-20   8 Psalm 27:1-4 

6 Psalm 2   9 Mark 9:38-41 

7 Psalm 113   10 Mark 9:30-37 

8 Psalm 146:5-10   11 Mark 9:42-50 
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LEVITICUS 

As reported in a previous edition, we entered in on a short series of 
evening services reading the book of Leviticus. It is quite a long book, 
full of rituals and directions which seem very alien to us in Scotland in 
2015. However, the themes which emerge from that strange world 
speak still rather remarkably; they offer insight on what it means to live 
by faith. “God with us” is more than a vague hope. 

I have put up my sermons on the church website if you might be 
interested in looking at them. I do it slightly hesitantly, since I don’t   
begin to claim that they nail as it were all that can be said, and        
furthermore the discussion times after the evening services are often so 
very productive, to take understanding (including my own!) further. I 
will be very happy to have any feedback or questions.  Peter 



Quiet Day, Saturday 19th     
December 

 
Quiet adj at rest; calm; undisturbed; free 
from disturbing noise; without loudness, 
gaudiness, ostentation, formality or          
obtrusiveness of any kind; still; without    
bustle or restlessness; peaceful; gentle. 
 
What more need be said? 
 
Just that the church will be open from noon 
until 4pm.  Some will want to come through 
for soup, Christmas fare and hot drinks in 
the halls (small charge).  Others will just 
want to experience the peace and beauty of the sanctuary for a few minutes.  The 
people who make this possible do it as a labour of love for their fellow worshippers.  
Please make a point of returning love with love. 
 
David Crippin 

Introducing a New Christian Aid project 
“Mothers in Malawi” 

 
Malawi: where a motorbike ambulance is the  

limit of expectation for a mother-to-be to get to   
hospital 

 
If you look up Christian Aid’s website and search for 
“Balaka” you will find the following: 
 

“Our new Scottish Government funded        
project: Increasing citizens' demand for       

accountability and transparency for maternal 
and child health in Balaka District, Malawi.” 

 
Doesn’t sound very interesting does it?  We don’t 

usually find ourselves raising money for concepts like accountability and transparency. 
 
But read on a bit.  The website goes on to say that this project is to build upon a   
similar, very successful project in Karonga District, Malawi.  Here’s what one of the 
mothers Tamara Mhango from Karonga says: 
 

'I have two children, I gave birth to my first son at the health facility but my  
second was born at home, I left it too late, and it was dark so I could not get to 
the health centre.  I was scared. 



Malawi mothers (continued) 

 'Sometimes there is no way to get to the hospital. We need a bike ambulance to 
ferry pregnant women, or even a motorbike which could take the women to the 
centres. 
 
'Women can have a lot of problems if they have the baby at home, sometimes 
they bleed a lot, sometimes the baby is the wrong way around, or the women 
feel a lot of pain.  Sometimes the women get confused, or have fits. 
 
'I want to get involved, I want to tell women about why it is so important to go 
to the health centre.  I will go and talk to women and tell them with my own   
experience.'  

Women face socio-cultural and traditional barriers to accessing and participating in 
maternal, neonatal and child healthcare (MNCH) services.  Statistics in Balaka District 
show that on average only 23% of pregnant women attend the recommended 
4 antenatal care visits, and only 8% attend antenatal care in the first trimester of their 
pregnancy. 
Certainly the project will include provision of resources – bicycles for healthcare work-
ers to get to the communities they serve and motorbike ambulances to get pregnant 
mothers to health centres – and a great deal of training: of Healthcare Surveillance  
Assistants, of birth attendants and of men as ‘partners in health’ to be positive role   
models for their fellow men. 
 
But more fundamentally, in keeping with Christian Aid’s general philosophy of helping 
people to help themselves, the aims of the project are to: 
 

• support men and women, and community leaders to have an increased    
awareness of maternal health issues, and address the socio-cultural barriers that 
prevent women and children from accessing appropriate healthcare services 

 
• empower communities and actively hold duty-bearers accountable for          

improving the quality of healthcare services 
 

• enable citizens to actively engage in budgetary and accountability processes, 
and influence the government of Malawi to increase health finance.   

 
Participating churches in the Inverness Christian Aid Group, including Crown Church, 
have committed to raising £5000 together before spring 2018 as our part of the 
£50,000 to be raised by Christian Aid Scotland.  If we can do that – and why shouldn’t 
we – the Scottish Government will give the project matched funding of no less than 
£600,000. 
 
With a funding offer like that it would be unforgiveable to fail. 
 
David Crippin 



Last years Stamp Appeal, was a great success, 
raising £4627 for Dorcas Refuge House in North-
ern Greece. This years stamp appeal will support 
the Church of Scotland HIV programme.You can 
help us to continue to suppport our partner 
churches as they  respond to the HIV pandemic 
and ensure that people         infected or affected 
by HIV have hope for the future. By collecting 
your used stamps which are sold to make money. 
Boxes for the stamps are at each church door. It 
would be a great help if British and foreign 
stamps were kept apart. Thanking you. 
 

Heather Grant 

Highland Malawi Trust 
 
The Highland Malawi Trust would like to thank everyone who sup-
ported their recent coffee morning.   An amazing amount of £806 
was raised. Monies will go towards a winter feeding                 
programme for our projects which means each child attending 
nursery school will get a daily plate of porridge. 
 
Although Chrisanne and Reay did not go to Malawi this year, the 
Trust remained very busy.  In particular there was a huge number 
of banana boxes sent out to our projects (over 260). This in turn 
was due to wonderful donations of clothes and other items        
received from so many people. 
 
We would like to thank everyone for their generosity and         
continuing support during 2015 and wish you all a very Merry     
Christmas and every blessing for 2016. 
Chrisanne, Reay, Doug & Brian" 

 

Alpha 
Over the last ten weeks, a small group 
of folk have met together each Monday 
at The Olive Grove to study the Alpha 
course.  We have enjoyed learning 
from the Alpha talks & discussing what 
we've heard. It was even more special 
with our new member Paul, who     
celebrated his 22nd birthday with us. 
We now look forward to 2016, when 
we hope to continue with a follow-up 
study.  Mairi Fraser 



 



Contacts 
MINISTER         Rev Dr Peter Donald,  
PASTORAL ASSISTANT           Rev Stewart Frizzell,  
OML ASSISTANT               Rev Morven Archer,  
PROBATIONER MINISTER  Farquhar Forbes,  
SESSION CLERK                       Brian Macgill,  
ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER  Brigid Donald,  
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPT         Patricia MS Crippin,  
BOARD CHAIRMAN                 Bill Mein,  
CLERK TO BOARD                    Judith Macleod, 
TREASURERS                     Liz Gray,  
              Liz Forbes,  
FREEWILL OFFERINGS          Robert Shanks,  
GIFT AID TREASURER            Robert  Hendry,  
CHURCH SECRETARY            Katharina Nimmo, Church Office 231140 office@crownchurch.orangehome.co.uk          
SAFEGUARDING                    Joan Merchant  
                               Sue Skelton  
FACILITIES -CONVENER        Gordon Cameron,  
                                          David MacLellan,  
HALLS  BOOKINGS                  Irene Whyte,  
CARETAKER                               Eilidh Ross 
GUILD SECRETARY                  Adrienne Adie,  
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FLOWERS CONVENER            Ruby Coe,  
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January Count Team 
Pat Douglas 
Heather Beck, Rita Cameron, Robert & 
Aileen Laing, Donald Morrison 

February Count Team 
Sheena Ferguson 
Ian Akers, Helen Boynton, Richard 
Ardern, Alastair MacPherson, Robert 
Shanks 

January Welcome Team 
North Door Linda & Charles Moncur 
South Door B Merchant & H Boynton 
Midmills North Sanders Campbell 
Midmills South Heather Beck 

February Welcome Team      
North Door Jean & Una Hamilton 
South Door Janet Fraser & M Russell  
Midmills North Bob Forrest 
Midmills South Jane Wilson   

Dec 
13 
20 
 
27 
Jan 
3 
10 
 
17 
 
24 
31 
Feb 7 

 Readers 
Struan McRoberts 
Treasure Seekers & 
Cloud Ten 
Pamela McAra 
 
David MacKenzie 
Lucy Livingston 
 
Charles Gallacher 
 
Mairi Main 
Gary McAra 
Lena Clarke 

Coffee 
R Baillie, L Forbes, H Grant 
J Collinson, L Clarke, Isabelle 
MacKenzie 
—- 
 
V Gollan, E Ardern, K Currie 
J MacPherson, M Main, Eleanor 
Ross 
S MacLellan, M A Buchanan, M 
Barbour 
H Grant, R Baillie, L Forbes 
IMacKenzie, J Collinson, L Clarke 
E Ardern, K Currie, V Gollan 

                 Creche 
Helen Grant & Irene Munro 
Heather Beck & Jane Smith 
 
Sheena Ferguson & Helen 
Taylor 
MABuchanan&K MacDonald 
Helen Grant & Irene Munro 
 
Marjory MacKenzie & Muriel 
Choppy 
G & D Thomson & Ruby Coe 
R Macgill & MABuchanan 
Heather Beck & Jean Munro 



NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Death 

Mrs Jessie Skinner, Charles Street, on 17 November 

 

 “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep”  (Romans 12.15) 

 

YOUNG CROWN (SCIO) 

Just a little update as Struan McRoberts comes into post this month! He will be very 
much in and around the church and community over this Christmas period, no doubt 
finding his bearings and getting to know who all is around. Please remember him 
(and Jenny, Edith and Thomas) in your prayers, since the whole business of uprooting 

and removal is demanding in all sorts of ways; and 
we pray further that with God’s help we will all       
together be able to see more clearly how to extend 
outreach and ministry amongst children, young    
people and their families.  
On the finance front, it has been so encouraging to 

receive donations, both one-off and commitments to 

give regularly. We had a slight hiccup with HMRC   

taking longer than we expected in officially          

registering Young Crown (SCIO) for Gift Aid, so 

apologies if cheques and standing orders were not 

processed as quickly as expected. We were on the 

cusp of needing to get in touch with everyone to explain personally when the final 

registration came through. Thank you for your understanding! 

******************************************************************** 
Songs of Scotland – Hannah’s Quiz- ANSWERS! 
AAAEICDDGHHHLLNRT - Highland Cathedral; AAAAEBFHHRT - Fhear a bhata; AEOUCCDLNTRSY - 

Coulter’s Candy;AAIBCFRTYZ - Fitba Crazy;AEEEIIDLLNSYZ - Leezie Lindsay;EEEEIOCGJLNPSY- 

Jeely Piece Song;EEEIOUBDDNNN - Bonnie Dundee;AIIIOOBNNNNRRRTV - Rantin’, Rovin’ 

Robin;AAEEIUBBDDFLOQRRS - Braes of Balquidder;AEEICHLLNRRR - Caller 

Herrin;AEEEEFIOOOBDDGHHLLNNNRRRTTS - Northern lights of old Aber-

deen;AAAEEEIOOOOBBBDDKNNNNNRSSY - Ye Banks and Braes o Bonnie Doon;AAEOFNRTTW - 

Afton Water;AAIDDKLNRS - Dark Island;AAAAAAOFHMMNNRSTT- A man’s a man for a that 

The copy deadline for the next Newsletter will be Sunday 31 January.     
Contributions should be sent to the Forrests 

at: marionandbobnewsletter@gmail.com 
or left in the "F" pigeonhole.  

Please note that the newsletter can also be   accessed via the church web-
site where you will be able to see all the photographs in colour 
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