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“For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God” 
 
Romans 8:14 

WORSHIP SERVICES   
“wait on the LORD” (Psalm 27:14) 

 
Sunday 14th February 11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 21st February 10.30 am Elders’ Preparatory Worship 

11 am Morning Worship 
2 pm  Founder’s Day Service for Inverness Area Scouts 

Sunday 28th February 11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 6th March  11 am The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper   
    3 pm  The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
    6.30 pm Thanksgiving Worship, with Special Prayers 
 

   
Every Friday, there is a short service of prayer at 12 noon in the  Lounge. 

Please let us know of anybody you would like to be named in prayer. 
 

 
Jesus promises the Holy Spirit 

 

If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the father, and he will 
give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever – the 

spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 

you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the 
world will not see me any more, but you will see me. Because I live, you 

also will live. 
 

John 14: vs 15 to 19 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
  

Dear friends,  
How good it is to mark special times! I began 
thinking about that as we were invited to more 
than one special birthday celebration this last 
month, and others are on their way. Then on 31st 
January we remembered that it was 100 years to 
the day (a Sunday even) when the proposal to 
have a Boys’ Brigade company in Crown Church 
was mooted. In this coming month of February we 
shall be marking 100 years of cub scouting, and 
100 years since scouting began around Crown 
Church, and at the end of the month 75 years 
since the Air Training Corps began here in Inver-
ness in 1941.  
 
While these are all very specific, the church’s long tradition of marking out the year 
around particular times and seasons picks up from the same thought, namely that 
there is a lot to be said for not just for running one day into another; there is a lot to 
be said for allowing us to focus and to treasure. “Pray continually”, we are taught, but 
unless we set aside time to pray, days and even months might pass. 
 
And so to thoughts about “Lent”. In English, it’s a word which describes the                
lengthening of days, but as a season (the period leading up to Easter) its intention is 
that we might mark out our days. As Jesus made all that he could of his short life 
which ended on the cross, so you and I need to consider our mortality and what it is 
we are about. Whether we talk about the years flying by or about time dragging, this 
is a gift to us – the suggestion, quite simply, to take on during each day of Lent a        
special discipline. Some people fast, so that by giving up something which they         
regularly would enjoy, they might be prompted to focus more on living by faith and 
taking life less for granted. Similarly it could be done by a decision to read a particular 
book, or perhaps in the Bible, or to do something else a little out of the ordinary with 
time, or money, or your abilities.  
 
And in Crown this year, we are also offering encouragement to join in a housegroup 
for again just a few weeks: to be disciplined in taking time, alongside others, to be 
reading the Bible together and chewing over various questions. 
 
“Discipline”: the emphasis is not so much “trouble if you don’t”, it’s positive, a focusing 
on what it means to be a “disciple”, a learner in the school of faith and life. To be 
looked forward to and made the most of! 
With every good wish, 
 
Yours, Peter 



CHURCH SPRING CLEAN 
It is proposed to give the Church pews a 
spring clean on Wednesday, 17th      
February from 10 am (should only 
take a morning).   It would be good to 
have some assistance, so I am calling 
for some volunteers!   The idea would 
be to remove the cushions, give them a    
vacuum, wipe down the pews and      
polish, and then replace the cushions.   
This is quite a time consuming job but 
if each of us took a section, hopefully it 
could be achieved in a morning. 
Those willing to help me should bring 
along their vacuum cleaner, and everything else will be provided.  
You will be able to park in the small church park at the side of the 
church. 
Thank you, Ruby Coe  

 
Food for Families Project 2015 

 
The above Project ran again this December 
and January and are pleased to report that 
3,508 meals were prepared and distributed 
to many families in need of assistance.  
 
In all, volunteer cooking teams have 
cooked and distributed 12,652 meals since 
the Project started five years ago- a       
fantastic achievement for all who are      
involved.  

Once again, many thanks are due to the sponsors of the Project, David and Anne 
Sutherland, Home Farms for provision of meat, Catriona Cameron, of the Kitchen and 
Mustard Seed restaurants and Swanson Fruit & Veg for provision of vegetables. 
 
Ladies from Crown Church Guild were involved in preparing meals on 
four Tuesday mornings in December and January and prepared 238 meals of          
Spaghetti Bolognaise which were collected  and taken for freezing by other Project 
members. The ladies proved to be an excellent team who prided themselves in 
achieving a very high standard of haute cuisine on each occasion. 
 
Janet MacPherson 



One refugee’s story: from Syria to France  
 

“It’s hard here” says Azad (Arabic for freedom, not his real name) about life in The 
Jungle. Photo: Sean Hawkey/WCC 
07 January 2016 
By Sean Hawkey 
Azad* is a refugee from the north of Aleppo, Syria and is currently in The Jungle 
camp in Calais, France. 
 
“It’s hard here” says Azad, and then falls quiet. “People are hungry, cold, afraid and 
we can’t do anything”. He’s sitting cross-legged on the floor of a small shelter. 
There are nearly 7,000 people in the camp. They are fleeing war, repression,         
economic collapse and climate change in countries like Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan,      
Palestine, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Somalia. 
 
“We have to delete our memories, and the dead cannot come back to life” says Azad 
“but we still have hope of a new beginning, a different future, the end of the war in 
Syria. That's all we want for the new year”. 
 
Azad sleeps on the floor of this shelter with four other men. They sleep huddled      
together. It’s a tiny space, and it’s cold. His story is not unusual in the camp. It was 
hard to get out of Syria, then he travelled through Turkey, across the Aegean Sea in 
an unstable inflatable, and then through Europe, never feeling safe, never feeling 
welcome. The trip took weeks. Many people do a lot of the journey on foot, losing a 
lot of weight on the trip. 
 
Azad reflects on it all and says that “even with all the violence from the French police, 
even with the mud and the cold and the hunger and the unhealthy conditions, it’s 
better here than in Aleppo, and it’s better than in Turkey”. 
 
“There is fighting in my area, people are shot with rifles, with missiles, with rockets. 
Jabhat Al Nusrah [the Al-Nusrah Front] is there. I saw on the news that there is fierce 
fighting in my area today, we don't know when it will stop. If ISIS catch me they will 
immediately behead me, first of all 
because I am Yazidi, and because I 
am Kurdish.“ 
 
In Calais there is increasing hostility 
against the refugees, brutality from 
the police is frequent, and local 
right-wing groups slash the tyres of    
volunteers who help refugees. Many 
of the refugees give accounts of   
being beaten by police, bitten by  
police dogs, beaten by lorry drivers.  



(continued from last page) 
 
Volunteer nurses in the camp testify to treating hundreds of new injuries in the camp 
on a daily basis, as well as scabies and respiratory disease that are hard to control in 
the overcrowded and cold conditions. 
 
There is no drainage, so when it rains, the camp turns into a mudbath. There are no 
houses. Most people live in tents, under tarpaulins, or in small wooden shelters. 
There are few toilets, and a few standpipes – only installed after Medecins Sans 
Frontieres won a court case against the French government requiring that the                
government fulfil its obligation to provide the most basic sanitation. 
 
The British government has spent seven million pounds on building fences in Calais 
to keep refugees away from the port that is an hour and a half from the UK port of 
Dover. Large areas of Calais are now surrounded by high double fences with razor 
wire, guarded by thousands of police with dogs. Local hotels are filled with               
policemen brought in from all over France. 
 
No one in the camp can work; there are no jobs for illegal refugees. So people are 
spending any savings they brought with them. For those who don’t have savings 
they are entirely dependent on donations. 
 
In most refugee camps, that are legal and recognized, there is provision of shelter 
and food from governments, groups like United Nations High Commissioner for   
Refugees, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) like Oxfam and Christian Aid. 
But in the illegal camps like The Jungle, most NGOs will not provide support because 
it would affect their government funding. As a result, the refugees are largely        
dependent on donations provided by the public, through unofficial charitable groups 
and churches. 
 
What’s the solution? Azad replies that “anyone who can get away from the violence 
has to do that, you can’t stay and wait to be killed. When the violence stops you’ll 
stop the refugees, and we’ll go back. The solution for refugees now? That’s easier, 
it’s a political decision. If they knew what it’s like there and what it’s like here, they’d 
help us. We need governments to help us.” 
 
* Azad’s name has been changed by his request. 
Sean Hawkey is a photographer and journalist in the UK. He spent three days in the 
end of December in The Jungle with refugees from war-torn countries, and with            
volunteers from Care4Calais who provide humanitarian support. 
 
Photos from The Jungle are available free of charge via                                     
photos.oikoumene.org 



The Guild 

 
The Guild began the new year with high 
tea in the Waterside Hotel followed by 
the pantomime, 
Peter Pan at Eden Court Theatre. The 
high tea was very good and enjoyed by 
all as was the pantomime. 
 
Rev Doug McRoberts led us in Bible 
Study, choosing to talk about the           
genealogy of Jesus the Messiah as         
described in Matthew chapter one,       
difficult to read as there are so many           
unusual  and rather unpronounceable 
names in it! He chose to elaborate on 

quite a few of them .....a most interesting and educational evening. 
 
In a change to our syllabus, on 26th January we welcomed Maureen Kenyon back to 
share with us "Memories of Inverness". For those who were born and brought up in 
Inverness this did indeed bring back memories and for those not local, gave an insight 
into many of the treasures of old Inverness before they disappeared. It was sad to see 
how many attractive old buildings had been knocked down and replaced with many 
boring edifices. 
 
We are holding our main fundraising event on Saturday 6th February in the form of a 
soup and pudding lunch in the hope of raising a good sum for our Guild projects. On 
Tuesday 9th Ruth Black is coming to talk about Celtic Design and Textiles. This should 
be an interesting evening and yet another change to our syllabus. Mairi Fraser, a  
member of our congregation is coming on the 23rd to talk about the Vine Trust in 
which she is very much involved. 
 
Another busy month ahead. Our meetings are open to all and a warm welcome is    
assured. 
 

Dorothy Mein 

Guild Correspondent 

 

Golden Wedding 
Many congratulations to Margaret and 
Allan Melville of 70 Old Perth Road 
celebrating their golden      wedding     
anniversary on 9th    February. 



Extract from the Monthly Magazine of Crown UF 
Church March 1916 
 
THE WORK PARTY. 
  The members of the Work Party have been         
exceptionally busy during the past few weeks. Two   
meetings have been held since our last issue - one at      
Braehead, the other at Millvalley. In response to an     
appeal for 1000 pairs of socks for the men of the 2nd 
Camerons, who have been enduring hardships in the 
mountains around Salonica, 137 pairs of socks and 13 
pairs of mittens were sent to Mr Paterson, hon.         
secretary of the Cameron’s' Comforts Committee. A    
parcel containing 3 mufflers, 2 vests and 4 pairs        
mittens was also sent to the War Workers'                  
Association, and an additional small parcel was sent to 
the mine-sweepers. 
  
Private John Macdonald, son of Mr Macdonald, Mairi 
Villa, is, as far as we know, the only prisoner of war in       
Germany belonging to the congregation. The ladies of 
the Work Party determined to send him some small     
reminder with the Crown Church, and so despatched 

from Mr MacGregor Fraser's two parcels containing articles which may be acceptable to 
him, with wishes for a speedy and safe return.  
On February 17th an entertainment, consisting of a lecture on "The Jacobites" by Mr 
Coutts Morrison, and musically illustrated by several local singers, was initiated and    
carried through by Miss Anna Taylor, with a view to raising funds for providing material 
to carry on the work done by the Women's Work Party on behalf of our soldiers and   
sailors. A sum of £7 3s was raised, and the balance after the deduction of 17s for        
expenses was spent in materials. Dr F M Mackenzie made a genial chairman, and votes 
of thanks were proposed to all who assisted by our good friend, Sergeant Gollan.  
************************************** 

On the Lighter Side 
A little girl was sitting on her Grandmother's knee, 
as she read her a bedtime story. From time to 
time the little girl took her eyes of the book and 
reached up to stroke her Grandmother's wrinkled 
cheeks . Then stroked her own cheek. Finally she 
said. " Grandma, did God make you " . Yes 
Grandma replied. " God made me" Then the little 
girl asked " Did God make me ? " Yes" her Grand-
mother replied " God did make you " There was a 
pause before the little girl said " Getting better   
isn't he ?” 



 



 



Christmas was coming …  
   and what a special celebration it was! 

A big thank you to many people who were part of this. The church was very beautifully 
decorated with flowers and candles, and as well as welcoming many people in for the 
Christmas services, we had a Quiet Day on the last Saturday before Christmas. Those 
who wished time to be still, or indeed to enjoy warm catering, were excellently served. 
Thank you to those who volunteered to help then and also all who welcomed people at 
the doors. 
We also remember the great afternoon the Choir and Youth Band put on, in aid of Cam-
eron House, at which there was a mixture of choral items and carol singing. The Guild 
hosted a beautiful Christmas party, 
and many of the church organisa-
tions of course had their parties 
too, for young and old. 
 
The celebration of Christmas asks 
for us to cherish the world into 
which Christ came. And so meals 
were cooked for distribution to 
poorer households in Inverness 
and there were special offerings— 
which on Christmas Eve, for 
“Mothers in Malawi” (maternal and 
neo-natal health care in rural Malawi, through Christian Aid and in conjunction with the 
Scottish Government), raised some £1100. 
 
We also looked to nurture all the connections we have with local schools and outside 
youth organisations (as photos, for example, from the Primary School service here illus-
trate). So there was carol singing in various nursing homes, school services and again 
some fundraising, this time for the emergency homeless night shelter. 

 
Thank you, one and all. It was a 
good time for Struan to meet lots 
of the children and young people 
around our buildings through 
that first month. And from the 
Donald family at the Manse, 
thank you also for so many 
lovely Christmas greetings and 
kindnesses! 
 



As one door closes....... 

 



Introducing – Struan MacRoberts 
 
The more observant will already have noticed that we have some new additions to 
the Crown church family. Struan McRoberts arrived in December and has now taken 
up the post of youth and children's coordinator. In addition to Struan, we are also  
delighted to welcome his wife, Jenny, and their 2 children, Edith (5) and Thomas (3). 
 
I recently spent a very interesting and thoroughly enjoyable hour (and a bit) with 
Struan catching up with where he has come from and his hopes and aspirations for 
his new position. 
 
Struan was born in Inverness in 1985 but his primary education was at various 
schools in various different parts of the country. The reasons for that are clear if you 
read the article on his father which appeared in the June and July 2015 editions of 
the newsletter (readily accessible in glorious colour on the church website). 
 
Struan's secondary education was largely at Inverkeithing High School with his last 
year at Hutcheson's Grammar in Glasgow. He then embarked upon a science degree 
at Glasgow University but quickly changed courses and completed a bachelor of     
theology degree at Glasgow, graduating in 2007. 
He had met Jenny the year before but after his graduation he moved to Cardiff to 
take up a part-time   position with an Anglican church in Cardiff. At the same time he 
had a part-time job with a trade supplier which he   thoroughly enjoyed to the extent 
that, on the way, he became a qualified electrician.  

I was   really interested in this last bit as 
we have been looking for one of those for 
a while. Struan and Jenny were         
married in Dornoch Cathedral in 2008 
with what sounds like a        thoroughly  
entertaining ceilidh to follow held in the 
village hall at Drumnadrochit (Jenny's 
home      village). Struan explains that 
the meal consisted of haggis with, for the 
vegetarians present, what else but     
vegetarian      haggis. He continued in his 
position as a youth worker, which became                
full-time, with the Anglican Church in   
Cardiff but later moved to a    similar         
position with St     Peter's     Anglican 
Church in Farnborough. He continued in 
that   latter position until   taking up his 
present  position as youth and children's           
coordinator in Crown at the end of last 
year. 
(Continued on next page) 



(continued from last page) 
So what drew them to Crown and Inverness? Struan explains that they had been    
feeling a call to move on for some time and had been looking at different places. There 
were, by now, obvious family connections with Inverness as his mother and father had 
settled in Inverness and, of course, his brother, Scott, had taken up a position as    
Minister with another Inverness church. 
 
Although not necessarily wildly enthusiastic about working in what was now his       
parents’ church, he was nevertheless attracted to the obvious activity going on at 
Crown where he felt exciting things were happening or as he put it, "the spiritual      
temperature was high". 
 
He has been very pleased with the welcome which he and his family have received 
from the Crown congregation. As he remarked, there have been a steady stream of 
people coming into the office to keep him off his work in order to introduce themselves 
and wish him well. 
 
Although it is very early days, he has been greatly encouraged by various aspects of 
life at Crown. He greatly appreciates the links which have been forged and nurtured by 
our Minister with the local schools. He also sees the range of activities which bring lots 
of children and young people into the buildings at Crown as a real opportunity to reach 
out and share the Christian message with young people and their families who may 
not have any formal church connection. 

Happy families! As we say goodbye to the Forbes family, we have 
the    pleasure of welcoming the McRoberts. 



(continued from last page) 
Struan clearly sees making connections with children, young people and their families 
and doing what he can to bring added value to the activities which are already taking 
place as being central to the job. 
 
Having the better part of 10 years experience as a Christian youth worker, he is under 
no illusions about the size of the job ahead of him, but as our conversation developed, 
it became obvious that he is full of ideas as to how to best move things forward. 
 
Two particular issues emerged. The first is that he realises that the people in the Hill 
district adjacent to Crown are probably under-represented in the Crown membership 
and sees opportunities to advance the Kingdom of God in that area. 
 
He would also very much like to be in a position to organise a summer trip for young 
people and has some specific ideas in mind in that regard. 
 
I asked him if he worries that, as a consequence of his appointment, the membership 
of Crown more generally might think they can relax and leave him to get on with it. 
His response was that he recognises the potential problem but the answer is in his job 
title "co-ordinator". He sees his role as something of a catalyst to persuade many of 
the rest of us to become youth workers in ways that we might not have thought about 
and was able to give me some good examples. 
 
He clearly recognises the key role that the parents of children and young people play 
in all of this and equally clearly understands the necessity of creating and maintaining 
good links with those parents. 
 
Struan relishes working with Peter with whom he clearly shares vision across a range 
of topics. 
 
The one thing which did emerge with clarity is that the status quo is no longer       
considered to be a viable option. So hold onto your hats! We have an interesting and 
exciting time ahead of us in Crown and I hope this article will encourage us all to do 
our best to assist Struan in any way we reasonably can not least with our prayers but 
also with our time and talent. Our "co-ordinator" needs us to help him turn his vision 
to spread the gospel message more widely into reality. He cannot do it all on his own. 
 
Bob Forrest 

 If the Three Wise Men had been Three Wise 
Women... 

they would have asked for directions,       
arrived on time, assisted with the birth, 
cleaned the stable, brought a baby-gro and 
cooked a casserole.... 



Elders Conference Report - Saturday 23rd January 2016 

The conference was again this year held at Smithton Free Church. Attendance      

numbered 36 including invited guests. The  morning session focused on age and the        

effect of dementia on the pastoral work of Elders. 

Peter Donald welcomed everyone and Pat Crippin led the opening worship which          

included a recital of the poem ‘Crabbit Old Woman’ by Phyllis McCormack. Morven 

Archer then presented a talk entitled ‘Listening to Older People’ which explored a  

number of themes concerning the effects, behaviors and reactions to old age.  

After coffee we listened to an invited guest speaker, Denise Scott - Manager of Urray 

House, Muir of Ord. Denise spoke to a question ‘How does Dementia affect you?” Her 

talk was well received being both engaging and insightful giving Elders not only the 

benefit of her professional experience but also tips on communication and maintaining 

positive relationships with those suffering from dementia. Elders, who had been       

arranged in groups, scripted responses to a number of questions posed and it was 

hoped that this feedback material would be used at a later date. After lunch a       

Business meeting of Kirk Session was followed by a short service of  Communion and 

the Conference day brought to an end with a blessing.  Brian Macgill   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Kingsmills Toddlers Need You! 
New year, new start. But what else can we start new in the coming year? 2016 is a 
land of opportunity for God's Kingdom right here in Crown. One of the big things I 
want to be doing in Young Crown is increase our community involvement and grow the 
links between our congregation and the people all around us. A great way to do that 
would be to find new ways and means serve them - and I've found just that! 
The Kingsmills toddler groups meet on Wednesday and Thursday mornings to provide 
a safe place to meet with other young families and lighten the load of young parent-
hood just a little. The parents, however, have to provide their own hot drinks, refresh-
ments, etc. This isn't a bad thing per se, but as children are not allowed into the 
kitchen, this can be an interesting challenge - and presents us with a great opportunity 
to help. 
Could you spare one morning per month to join a rota? Serve up some, tea, coffee, 
snacks for the kids, do a little washing up and serve up some chat for the mums and 
dads? Such an easy, simple, yet profound way to demonstrate God's love to the    
community (and it also might help to increase the popularity of the group and help us 
invite more people in which can grow our reach into the community with the gospel!). 
Could this be a new thing for you to start this new year?!(and it also might help to   
increase the popularity of the group and help us invite more people in which can grow 
our reach into the community with the gospel!). 
Could this be a new thing for you to start this new year?! Struan McRoberts 



Crown Church 

Musical 2016-17  

 

After the Crown 
Church Musical of 
2014, those of us 
who had               
organised it were  
often asked “When’s 
the next one going 

to be?” At last the 
“Musical                  
Committee” has met 
and decided we would like to put on another musical, and that it 
should be “Joseph and His Amazing Technicolour                  
Dreamcoat” (Lyrics by Tim Rice and music by Andrew Lloyd      
Webber). 
 
Rehearsals would start this autumn on Sunday September 11th 
12.15 to 13.00 and continue to end November, breaking for the  
October holidays (and December); resume for Sunday afternoons 
in January 2017, aiming for performance dates of Friday March 
10th and Saturday March 11th 2017. 
As before we would be hoping to involve all ages, on stage and 
back stage (and ultimately front of house), soloists and chorus; and 
we would like to know of anyone who would like to be involved in 
any capacity. 
 

In particular we need to find volunteers for the roles of Treasurer, 
Props Manager, Props Assistant(s), Stage Manager and Assistant 
Stage Managers) who can start in a small way now, so that come 
September we all ready to go. 
 
If you would like to be involved, please contact me, Brigid Donald  
or Morven Archer. 



Lent House Groups 
From the Ram to the Lamb: five bible studies for Lent starting 
with Abraham prepared to sacrifice Isaac and culminating in the 
Lamb of God’s death on the cross. 
 
“House Groups?  Not for me.  I don’t want to spend an hour chatting about nothing 

with people I’ve nothing in common with.” 
“House Groups?  Not for me.  I’m too shy.  I wouldn’t know what to say.” 
“House Groups?  Not for me.  I haven’t the time.” 
“House Groups?  Not for me.  I can’t commit to five successive weeks.” 
“House Groups?  Not for me.  I work full-time.” 
“House Groups?  Not for me.  I don’t go out at night.” 
 
Really?  Sign up for one (or more) of the seven house groups being hosted in people’s 
homes weekly for five weeks starting during the week beginning  February 15th.  
There’s a real diversity of leaders, a great range of times of day and evening on offer, 
both weekday and weekend.  Each will last an hour (well, ok, an hour and a half max      
depending on how talkative you find you are).  If you can’t come to all five studies 
that’s ok.  They do form a series but each stands alone. 
 
There’s something for everybody so do yourself a favour, support the leaders and 
hosts, support your fellow participants and sign up on the sheet in the back corridor 
of the church. House Groups?  Why not? David Crippin 

 
 



Readings for February 

8 Psalm 27:1-4  25 Mark 11:15-19 

9 Mark 9:38-41  26 Mark 11:20-26 

10 Mark 9:30-37  27 Mark 11:27-33 
11 Mark 9:42-50  28 Mark 12:1-12 

12 Mark 10:1-12  29 Psalm 86:8-13 

13 Mark 10:13-16 Mar 1 Mark 12:13-17 

14 Mark 10:17-31  2 Mark 12:18-27 
15 Psalm 19:7-10  3 Isaiah 5:1-7 

16 Exodus 20:1-21  4 Psalm 121 

17 Deuteronomy 5:1-21  5 Hebrews 1:1-4 

18 Psalm 52  6 Mark 12:28-44 

19 Psalm 62  7 Psalm 89:1-4 

20 Jeremiah 32:1-25  8 Psalm 102:12-17 

21 Mark 10:32-52  9 Psalm 121 

22 Psalm 34:11-14  10 Psalm 116:12-19 

23 Psalm 111  11 Psalm 22:1-2, 14-21 

24 Mark 11:12-14    

 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
 

Are you a church member? Can you see yourself as one of a wider company of 
people who seek to live by faith, and with Christian hope and love? We always 
keep our doors open to everyone who wishes to join with us, but there is a         
positive step which can be taken to own our journey in faith. It’s about baptism, 
baptism with water for those who have never been baptized, or for those who 
have been baptized as little children without having a direct say, a moment of 
owning for yourself how you receive the love of God and intend to live through it.   
 
I write in my letter elsewhere in this edition about special days. To become a 
church member on a particular day is a gift, an encouragement to us to focus on 
what our trust in God means. Easter Day is a great day to do it! (though it can 
be on other days too…) 
 
Anyway, I would be very pleased to talk this through with you, whether you have 
been part of the church for years or just recently. Do get in touch with me so 
that this can be arranged. I give you here my direct contact details or, if you  
prefer, have a word first with your Elder.  

   Peter Donald 



Contacts 
MINISTER         Rev Dr Peter Donald,  
PASTORAL ASSISTANT           Rev Stewart Frizzell,  
OML ASSISTANT               Rev Morven Archer,  
YOUTH WORKER              Struan McRoberts,  
SESSION CLERK                       Brian Macgill,  
ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER  Brigid Donald,  
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPT         Patricia MS Crippin,  
BOARD CHAIRMAN                 Bill Mein,  
CLERK TO BOARD                    Judith Macleod, 
TREASURERS                     Liz Gray,  
              Liz Forbes,  
FREEWILL OFFERINGS          Robert Shanks,  
GIFT AID TREASURER            Robert  Hendry,  
CHURCH SECRETARY            Katharina Nimmo, Church Office 231140 office@crownchurch.orangehome.co.uk          
SAFEGUARDING                    Joan Merchant  
                               Sue Skelton               
FACILITIES -CONVENER        Gordon Cameron,  
                                          David MacLellan,  
HALLS  BOOKINGS                  Irene Whyte,  
CARETAKER                               Eilidh Ross 
GUILD SECRETARY                  Adrienne Adie,  
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February Count Team 
Sheena Ferguson 
Ian Akers, Helen Boynton, Richard 
Ardern, Alastair MacPherson, Robert 
Shanks 

March Count Team 
Liz Gray 
Bruce Merchant, Moira Cooper, Douglas 
Taylor, Margot Tuley 

February Welcome Team 
North Door  
Jean & Una  Hamilton 
South Door  
Janet Fraser & Morag Russell 
Midmills North  
Bob Forrest 
Midmills South 
 Jane Wilson 

  Readers 
Lena Clarke 
 
Neil Morrison 
 
Marion Forrest 
 
DavidMacKenzie 
 
Communion 
 
 

Coffee 
Eileen Ardern, Kimm Currie, 
Vi Gollan 
Mairi Main, Eleanor Ross, 
Janet MacPherson 
MaryAnn Buchanan, Marion 
Barbour, Seonaid MacLellan 
 
 
Communion 

Feb 
7 
 
14 
 
21 
 
28 
Mar 
6 
 
 

                 Creche 
Heather Beck & Jean 
Munro 
Helen Taylor & Marjory 
MacKenzie 
Jane Smith & Muriel 
Choppy 
MaryAnn Buchanan & 
Reay Macgill 
Sheena Ferguson & Kay 
MacDonald 
 



NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Death 

Mr William -Lang, Kingsmills Nursing Home on 18 January 

 “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep”  (Romans 12.15) 

***************************************** 

CHILDREN THEME FOR WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Around three million people in over 170 countries are expected to take part 
in this year’s World Day of Prayer, on Friday March 4. 
The former Women's World Day of Prayer is an international ecumenical 
prayer movement that invites Christian women, from a different part of the 
world each year, to prepare a worship service through which their hopes 
and fears for their country may be brought before the whole world in 
prayer. 

This year’s service has been prepared by women in Cuba and is based 
round the theme ‘Receive children. Receive me’. Reflecting on Mark 10: 13-
16, the service is a reminder that everyone is a child of God and equally 
worthy of our love and respect. 
The order of service has been translated into over 60 languages and 1000 
dialects. In the British Isles alone over 6,000 services will be held. The day 
begins as the sun rises over the island of Samoa and continues until it sets 
off the coast of American Samoa, some 35 hours later. 

Everyone, including men, is welcome at World Day of Prayer events. For 
background information, downloadable resources and information on ser-
vices, or to register your own, visit www.wwdp.org.uk. Information on 
events in Scotland is available from www.wdpscotland.org.uk 
 
 
 The copy deadline for the next Newsletter will be Sunday 28 Feb-

ruary.     Contributions should be sent to the Forrests  
or left in the "F" pigeonhole.  

Please note that the newsletter can also be   accessed via the church web-
site where you will be able to see all the photographs in colour 

Published by Crown Church, Inverness (Church of Scotland) 
 Registered charity SC 018159 

The Church website is to be found at www.crown-church.co.uk 
 

 


