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“For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God” 

 

Romans 8:14 

WORSHIP SERVICES   
 

“The LORD has done this: it is marvellous in our eyes”(Psalm 118:22) 
 
Sunday 13 March          11 am      Morning Worship 
 
Sunday 20 March           11 am      Worship for Palm Sunday 
 
Monday 21 March            7 pm       Holy Week worship 1 
 
Tuesday 22 March           7 pm       Holy Week worship 2 
 
Wednesday 23 March      7 pm      Holy Week worship 3 
 
Thursday 24 March          7 pm       Holy Week worship 4: the Lord’s Supper, preceded  
 
by a light meal in the Lower Hall at 6.15pm 
 
Friday 25 March in St Stephen’s 7 pm Good Friday service  
 
Sunday 27 March           11 am     The Celebration of Easter  
 
With a short Communion service for those who can stay on. 
 
Sunday 3 April                 11 am      Morning Worship 
 
                                          6.30 pm   Evening Worship, with Special Prayers 

   
Every Friday, there is a short service of prayer at 12 noon in the  Lounge. 

Please let us know of anybody you would like to be named in prayer. 
 

"The stone the builders rejected has become the corner-
stone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvellous in our 

eyes." 
 

Mark 12 (verses 10 and 11) 
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A POEM FOR THE SEASON 
 

He is alone in prayer in the garden, knowing the cost. 
His followers care, but flesh is frail and they fail 

to fend off sleep as Jesus endures his mortal fear 
with faithfulness. This night will bring betrayal, 

abandonment, suffering, and ultimately, a cross. 
But he will not turn from obeying the will of God 

 
He is alone in facing trial for blaspheming God. 
The religious rulers are determined at any cost 

to be rid of this nuisance Jesus. But though they cross 
words, set their traps for him, they almost fail. 
Judas’ earlier duplicity is matched by betrayal 

of truth; and the rest of Jesus’ followers have fled in fear. 
 

He is alone in front of Pilate, but showing no fear. 
Is he King of the Jews? Is he somehow from God? 
Pilate doesn’t know, doesn’t really care. Betrayal 
of justice doesn’t bother him much, the only cost 

he worries about is the empire’s peace. Fail 
and he’d pay the price; so send this King to the cross, 

 
It’s an easy call. Kill the pest, quiet the Jews. The cross 

is just another tool when you rule by fear, 
after all, so why be worried about truth? (This fails, 

somehow, to ease his mind; but he holds the power of God, 
of life and death, so death it will be, at Jesus’ cost.) 

And Pilate’s lethal injustice is the final betrayal. 
 

Jesus is alone, crowned with the thorns of betrayals. 
He is mocked and whipped and abused, and the cross 

is placed on his shoulders, and the high cost 
of love mounts the hill of the Skull. Fear 

only forgetting love’s suffering; forget not the grief of God, 
as the sky grows dark as if the sun itself has failed.  

 
Do the women wonder if faith has failed 

as Jesus is laid in the tomb? Is hope’s betrayal 
on Joseph’s mind, as he wraps this man from God 
in burial cloth? The death of Christ on the cross 

for many meant grief, despair and fear; 
only later would they understand what was worth the cost:  

 
that we are not alone in times of fear, nor when we fail 
– bearing the costs of our small and large betrayals – 

nor even in death: for Jesus, God’s Son, died for us on the cross. 
 

Copyright © 2014 by Andrew King,  
reproduced from “A Poetic Kind of Place”, Andrew King’s Lectionary Weblog 

 
 



 



 



Readings for March 

7 Psalm 89:1-4   24 Mark 14:12-42 

8 Psalm 102:12-17   25 Mark 15:16-39 

9 Psalm 121   26 Mark 15:40-47 

10 Psalm 116:12-19   27 Mark 16:1-8 

11 Psalm 22:1-2, 14-21   28 Psalm 118:21-27 

12 Deuteronomy 6:1-9   29 Mark 16:8 

13 Mark 13:1-8, 24-37   30 Mark 16:9-11 
14 Mark 13:9-13   31 Mark 16:12-13 

15 Mark 13:14-23 Apr 1 Mark 16:14-18 

16 Mark 14:1-2   2 Mark 16:19-20 

17 Mark 14:10-11   3 Acts 1:1-14 

18 Mark 15:1-5   4 Acts 1:15-26 

19 Mark 15:6-15   5 Acts 2:1-13 

20 Mark 11:1-11   6 Acts 2:14-36 

21 Mark 14:3-9   7 Acts 2:37-42 

22 Mark 14:43-65   8 Acts 2:43-47 

23 Mark 14:66-72       

Jelly Bean Prayer 
 

Red is for the blood He gave 
Green is for the grass He 
made 
Yellow is for the sun so bright 
Orange is for the edge of 
night 
Black is for the sins we made 
White is for the grace He 
gave 
Purple is for His hour of              
sorrow 
Pink is for our new tomorrow. 
A bagful of jellybeans,          
colourful and sweet. 



The Guild 

February began with our main  
fundraiser in the form of a soup and 
pudding lunch. This event was very 
well attended and the choice of 
seven different kinds of soup and 
many puddings delighted all those 
who came along. Everyone was full 
of praise for the quality and  
quantity of the food. We raised the 
grand total of £411 which will go 
towards our chosen projects. 

On the 9th Ruth Black came along 
to talk about her Celtic designs and her hand woven Harris tweed which 
she uses in most of her products. She explained how her designs had 
evolved and showed us pictures of the  beautiful garments she had made. 
She is a very talented person. There was also a stall with examples of what 
she sells in her studio. This was a very entertaining evening. 

Mairi Fraser, a member of our own congregation came to talk about the 
Vine Trust on the 23rd February. By the end of her talk we were all sad-
dened by the obvious need in the various areas of the world where the 
Vine Trust is active but  so thankful that there are people like Mairi who are 
so enthusiastic and so willing to volunteer to give of their time and talents 
to help others in need. 

On Friday 4th March we will lead the World Day of Prayer service in the 
Kingsmills Home at 2:30pm. Our next meeting after that is on the 8th 
March when Alistair and Moira Murray will come to talk about the Maya 
Project and their work in Nepal. This should be a most interesting evening. 
Then the 15th is our AGM when, after the business is done,there is a  
musical surprise! That is the final meeting of the session but we will meet 
over the summer months at our coffee mornings. 

Dorothy Mein 

Guild Correspondent 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3
rd

 Inverness Boys’ Brigade 

For further information please contact Church Office or 

e-mail: 3inverness@boys-brigade.org.uk 



3rd Inverness Boys’ Brigade Company 
News 

Wow, where does the time go?? 

As the Newsletter Editor has reminded me 
over the past few weeks “it’s been a while 
since we’ve had an article from the Boys’    
Brigade”….. 

Well, here goes – it’s been a busy start to the New Year with Battalion badminton,   
table tennis, swimming gala and drill / figure marching competitions taking place as 
well as our quiz team taking part in the Scottish Final of the Masterteam competition. 

We had some success in the badminton and table tennis with Dean Boyce and Calum 
Daun collecting trophies. The boys finished as runners-up in both the Junior and  
Company Section swimming gala competitions, which was a great effort with the 3 
boys that turned up. 

The Masterteam Scottish Final was a great experience for the team and will stand 
them in good stead for the next few years. The boys performed admirably but             

unfortunately they didn’t quite make the top 
2 places and missed out on the chance to 
qualify for the National Final. 

The boys also finished runners-up in both the drill and figure marching competitions – 
but we’ve got something to work on for next year. 

Next year sees the Company celebrate its 100th   
Anniversary – preparations 
have started with the Lo-
chardil House Hotel booked 
for a dinner dance on the 
29th October 2016 (see 
poster - more details to fol-
low). 

Gary McAra 
 



A date for your diary..... 
 

There will be a presentation by Highland Third Sector Interface at Raig-
more Hospital Recreation Hall on Sunday 13th March 2016 from 3:30 pm. 

 
The speaker has yet to be confirmed but the subject is likely to be: 

 
"Opening eyes and hearts to refugees and migrants". 

 
The presentation will be followed by the 2016 AGM at 4:30 pm. 
 
All are invited and tea coffee cakes etc will be served. 

 
BELATED THANKS 

 

A word in print of belated thanks to the 
Youth Band – Neavan, Olivia and Ross – 
for their tremendous musical            
contributions over the Christmas period. 
I   apologise that we inadvertently   
omitted to mention them in the article in 
the last newsletter.  Peter 
 

While on the subject of thanks 
 

The newsletter editors would like to take this opportunity of thanking all of 
our regular contributors to whom we continue to be greatly obliged for 
their contributions upon which the newsletter so much depends. We would 
also like to encourage everyone to send us little bits of information or  
snippets (especially photographs) of any church or related activities. We 
may not always be able to publish everything, but all contributions will be 
greatly received. 
 
Marion and Bob 
 



The Discipleship Committee 
 
As reported in the newsletter last December, the 6 new permanent committees of the 
Kirk session are now not only up and running but are very busy progressing the work 
of the church in various different ways. 

I recently managed to catch up with the Rev. Morven Archer who is the convener of 
the discipleship committee. 

The remit of Morven's committee includes promoting ways of helping people grow in 
their faith and also involves overseeing Christian education for adults. 

The committee have taken on specific responsibility for Bible study, stewardship, 
membership, baptism, prayer and evening services. 

Although Morven candidly concedes that "you cannot do everything at once", her 
committee have nevertheless been actively involved in looking at the form and          
content of evening services. She is very pleased with the way these are going even 
although the numbers attending are fairly modest. She very much hopes, however, 
that recent developments will encourage more people to attend since they do provide 
something different from and additional to normal Sunday morning worship. 
(Continued on next page) 

 



(Continued from previous page) 

The picture overleaf shows most of the members of the committee with the joint    
editor of the newsletter carefully inserted into the picture. 

Morven's team have also been actively involved with Bible study. Morven is a big fan of 
Bible study and particularly appreciates the value of having small groups of people 
meeting in each other's homes. This provides such a good way of allowing church 
members to get to know each other better and strengthens relationships. She knows 
that some members with little or no experience of such meetings remain slightly         
apprehensive about attending them and is actively working on ways to encourage  
participation. 

Morven hopes that the present series of meetings throughout Lent will actively spark 
off a desire to continue with Bible study groups beyond Easter. 

One other subject where her committee are already engaged is the issue of prayer. 
Morven and her team are trying to identify ways to extend and enhance the prayer life 
of our congregation. Watch this space! 

Although it is still very early days, she feels that the new Elders Council is already 
making it easier to actually move the work of the church forward. 

The fact that membership of the committees is not confined to Elders is in itself          
helpful. There is also quite a bit of overlap between the work of the various           
committees and the fact that the Elders Council meets regularly (once per month) and 
is such a small group seems to have facilitated very constructive discussion and           
cooperation over quite a range of different issues. 

Morven is very enthusiastic about the future and will be looking forward with interest 
to future newsletter articles about the thoughts of the other conveners. 
 
Bob Forrest 

 

Tea towels 

Please note that from Monday 14th March all 
used tea towels should be put into the laundry 
bag in the kitchen and NOT taken home to be 
washed. This is being done to guarantee kitchen 
hygiene and to hopefully cut down the number of 
tea towels that go missing. If you have any tea 
towels at home please return them to the drawer 
in the kitchen. 

Socials Committee 



Letter from Joel Githinji 
Greetings from Nepal 
I was happy to meet again with my family and celebrate 
Christmas together. My wife Agnes is back to college 
studying Occupation Therapy prerequisites, Francis is 
still in High School and Grace in College. 
Although I left Nepal for one month, hoping the Nepal 
situation would change but was surprised to see people 
still struggling to make ends meet. The India- Nepal 

blockade continued to affect the economy. The use of firewood for cooking in urban 
areas for most people is outside their rented houses. Due to shortage of firewood, 
most families bought electrical appliances for cooking which contributed to increased 
power consumption. The load shedding has increased to 13 hours each day. Children 
find it difficult to study at night and most of the families’ cooking and eating habits 
have changed. 
The political parties in Nepal are still struggling to agree on contentious issues raised 
by agitating communities. There is still scarcity of petroleum products and other es-
sential commodities. 
As the country continues to face this situation, the District Child Welfare Committee 
has upped Border surveillance in order to prevent child trafficking . 
Most of the earthquake victims are spending chilly winter nights in temporary shelters 
in hilly areas. UMN and other organisations supplied blankets to most of the needy 
families. Most churches and other Christian organisations have been supporting the 
relief work, mobilising communities for temporary shelter construction and visiting the 
affected people. The Government has been supportive in creating a favourable envi-
ronment of working and coordination at national and district level. 
4000 people are now disabled and UMN and other organisations have been reaching 
those individuals and their families for psychosocial and counselling support. 
Please pray for: 
• The Nepal Government as they look for ways to ease the problem of the Indian – 
Nepal Blockade. 
• Smooth operation of all schools and hospitals 
• All organisations working for reconstruction work among the earthquake affected 
and as the Churches continue to serve the poor and oppressed in communities. 
• UMN and partners staff who will attend an inter-cluster health review meeting in 
Pokhara. UMN will conduct its staff annual review and planning meeting in Katmandu 
this month. 
• Partners’ access to donors funds for implementation of the planned activities for 
the coming year. 
• Extension of the UMN expatriate Visas by Nepal Government 
• Nepalese who are living in foreign countries searching for jobs. 
My future visits to projects. Thank you and God bless you all.  



 
The late Jaap Kirchner (husband of Heather Ross McDonald) 

 
Jaap Kirchner was born in Amsterdam in 1936. He adored Scotland—particularly the 
Highlands— and he and Heather moved to Inverness from Leiden in the Netherlands 
in1998 after Jaap took early retirement from his work as a social worker. 
 
Jaap was involved in many activities in Inverness, attending courses run by the     
Workers Educational Association and volunteering with Befrienders Highland. He was 
an enthusiastic Scottish Country dancer and joined the Inverness branch of R.S.C.D.S. 
 
Unfortunately, not long after arriving in Inverness, Jaap developed a form of the rare 
progressive degenerative auto-immune illness, Amyloidosis which has links to myeloma 
and he died in 2002. There are many different types of the disease. There is at      
present no cure for the type of the disease which Jaap had, although there are now 
treatments for some other forms of the disease. 
 
University College London has an excellent research programme which is making    
significant advances in developing treatments. Donations to the UCL Amyloidosis  
Research fund are dedicated to its research in this field. Let us hope that a cure will be 
found for this cruel disease. 
 
Jaap had always had the hope of living until he was 80 and his 80th birthday would 
have been at the beginning of April. He loved Coffee Mornings and the one being     
organised by his widow Heather on 9th April  in Crown Church Hall will not only be an 
opportunity to raise funds for two very worthy charities but also to celebrate what 
would have been a very special birthday. 
 

SATURDAY 9TH April,  

10.00 – 12.00 noon----  Sales Table  ----Admission £3.00 (Children £1.00) 

COFFEE MORNING 
In aid of the 

JAAP KIRCHNER 
FORGET ME NOT 
FUND 
(Myeloma/Leukaemia Research) 
and the 
UCL AMYLOIDOSIS RESEARCH 
FUND 

CROWN CHURCH HALL 
parking available 
 



INVITATION to an 
informal evening of 

songs 
and interviews with 

JOHN 
ALEXANDER 

WILSON 
 

Saturday 19th March in Church of Scotland hall, Drumnadrochit 7:30pm 
Come and experience John’s rich vocal sounds and listen to his story as an 
emerging singer/songwriter. This is a preview evening prior to his            
appearance as guest soloist at the annual Picnic and Praise gathering at 
Urquhart Castle on 26th June. BACKGROUND John gained a BMus from 
Napier University then spent much of his 20’s travelling around the UK           
performing in churches and social venues. He led worship at Methodist          
Central Hall in London and now on returning to the highlands, he leads the 
worship at Kiltarlity Free Church. One of his ambitions is to develop Psalm 
singing using the Celtic sound that is popular in both church and secular 
music. No admission charge Donations will be welcomed in support of             
Ekwendeni School, Malawi. 
 

WORSHIP FOR HOLY WEEK 

There is something very special about coming together through the week 
which leads up to the celebration of Easter. Jesus’ resurrection was not an 
event in isolation. It came from a series of events, episodes to be recalled. 
Each evening that week, therefore, we shall 
gather at 7 pm, just for half an hour or so 
(though longer on the Thursday and the Friday), 
to read together and reflect, to sing a little, to 
pray a little. I do hope that you will come to as 
many as you can.  



Contacts 
MINISTER         Rev Dr Peter Donald,  
PASTORAL ASSISTANT           Rev Stewart Frizzell,  
OML ASSISTANT               Rev Morven Archer,  
YOUTH WORKER              Struan McRoberts,  
SESSION CLERK                       Brian Macgill,  
ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER  Brigid Donald,  
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPT         Patricia MS Crippin,  
BOARD CHAIRMAN                 Bill Mein,  
CLERK TO BOARD                    Judith Macleod, 
TREASURERS                     Liz Gray,  
              Liz Forbes,  
FREEWILL OFFERINGS          Robert Shanks,  
GIFT AID TREASURER            Robert  Hendry,  
CHURCH SECRETARY            Katharina Nimmo, Church Office 231140 office@crownchurch.orangehome.co.uk          
SAFEGUARDING                    Joan Merchant  
FACILITIES -CONVENER        Gordon Cameron,  
                                          David MacLellan,  
HALLS  BOOKINGS                  Irene Whyte,  
CARETAKER                               Eilidh Ross 
GUILD SECRETARY                  Adrienne Adie,  
LADY VISITORS                         Jane Wilson,  
FLOWERS CONVENER            Ruby Coe,  
NEWSLETTER EDITORS          Bob & M Forrest  
CHURCH OFFICE                      Crown Church Tues-Fri (9.30-12.00) 231140 office@crownchurch.orangehome.co.uk  
WEBSITE                            www.crown-church.co.uk   

                                          

March Count Team 
Liz Gray 
Bruce Merchant, Moira Cooper, Douglas 
Taylor, Margot Tuley 
 

April Count Team 
Liz Forbes 
John & Marion Barbour, Ethel MacLeod, 
Mairi Main, Kay MacDonald 

February Welcome Team 
North Door  
Reay & Brian Macgill 
South Door  
Calum Macleod & Bill Mein 
Midmills North  
Campbell Freeman 
Midmills South 
 Alison Harbison 

  Readers 
Una Hamilton 
 
Alastair Campbell 
 
Judith MacLeod 
 
John Barbour 
 

Coffee 
Renee Baillie, Liz Forbes, 
Heather Grant 
Joyce Collinson, Lena Clarke, 
Isabelle MacKenzie 
Kimm Currie, Vi Gollan,    
Eileen Ardern 
Eleanor Ross, Janet  
MacPherson, Mairi Main 
Marion Barbour, Seonaid 
MacLellan, Mary Ann        
Buchanan 

Mar 
13 
 
20 
 
27 
Apr 
3 
 
10 
 
 

                 Creche 
Helen Grant & Irene 
Munro 
Heather Beck & Jane 
Smith 
Sheena Ferguson & 
Helen Taylor 
Helen Taylor & Reay 
Macgill 
Helen Grant & Irene 
Munro 
 



NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Wedding 

Bethan Warrender and William Murdoch, in church on Friday 26th 

 February. 

 

Death 

Mrs Christine Clark, Edinburgh and formerly of Crown Circus and Abertarff 
Road, on 10 February. 

 

“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep” 
(Romans 12.15) 

***************************************** 

Stated Annual Meeting 
 

The stated annual meeting will take place in the lower Hall on Wednesday 

16th March at 7:45 pm. Trustees (Elders and Board Members) are asked to 

meet at 7 pm. The annual accounts will be presented  and there will be 

elections to the Congregational Board. Nominations to membership of the 

Board are requested prior to the meeting or on the night. 

 
******************************* 

 
 The copy deadline for the next Newsletter will be Sunday 27 

March.     Contributions should be sent to the Forrests 
at: marionandbobnewsletter@gmail.com 

or left in the "F" pigeonhole.  
Please note that the newsletter can also be accessed via the church web-

site where you will be able to see all the photographs in colour 
Published by Crown Church, Inverness (Church of Scotland) 

Registered charity SC 018159 
The Church website is to be found at www.crown-church.co.uk 


