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WORSHIP SERVICES  
All people, of any age, are warmly invited to participate at all of our services 

Jesus said to Simon, “Put out into deep water”  (Luke 5.4) 
 

Sunday 5th February  Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11 am 
            Evening Worship at 6.30 pm 
Sunday 12th February Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11 am 
            Evening Worship at 6.30 pm 
Sunday 19th February Elders’ Preparatory Service at 10.30 am 

        Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11 am 
        Evening Worship at 6.30 pm   

Sunday 26th February Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11 am 
            Evening Worship at 6.30 pm 
Sunday 5th March         The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at 9.30 am and 11 am 
           The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at 3 pm   

          Thanksgiving Worship at 6.30 pm 
 

 Also prayers every Friday – remembering people by name.  
 

At this time of seeking to expand and draw in people to the life of the church, we   
encourage you to believe and to belong! The early morning service has an informal feel 
and is held in the Lower Hall. The later morning service is held in the main church 
space, with a more traditional feel. Children as well as adults have a valued place at 
both of these services. Through February we shall be reading through the early parts of 
Luke’s Gospel. 

The 6.30 pm service allows both for praise and teaching and time especially for 
adults to engage with questions and discussion, though still, of course, children are 
very welcome! Our little series is focused around some characters from the Old       
Testament – during February, Noah, Isaac, Jacob and Rahab. 
 



From the Minister 
Dear Friends, 
It’s a regular item in my new year greetings, but I 
say it again without any hesitation. Thank you so 
much for your love and greetings at Christmas! 
We in the Manse appreciate that very much. For 
us it was very special to have all four (plus dog!) 
back together after much travel and adventure on 
the part of the younger generation. So now if you 
hear of any jobs for a Chemistry graduate or a 
Music graduate, let us know…! 
 Now that we are in the new year we are in 
an extended read-through of Luke’s Gospel. It’s 
still in my memory how we did this before but still 
I never fail to be thankful as well as refreshed by 
discovering insights and angles which speak to today. That’s the thing about the   
Bible. It repays returning to again and again. Our different formats of morning   
worship is a spur to it also – considering how this Word asks questions of us, how it 
speaks to young and old alike, how the bridges are built which allow anybody and 
everybody to come into the presence of God. As Elders we shall be asking ourselves 
shortly to be very clear what it is that lies upon us to be a growing church – growing 
in faith and stature, and growing in numbers. It could as well be asked what lies 
upon us to do in order not to stunt growth or to suppress it. The children’s first shot 
at this in “Treasure Seekers” was to create a jigsaw picture with many different faces 
on it. Every part is needed to make the whole. Every part may be different but the 
picture is not complete if some pieces are not placed where they ought to be. I don’t 
know about you, I found jigsaws with lots of pieces always a bit of a challenge. So it 
is: the bigger the congregation, the more effort (and prayer!) may be required by 
every one of us in order for the picture to be completed. 
 Talking of putting in the effort, I have had a rush of couples coming to speak 
to me about their weddings in this last week. Each couple has its own dynamic, their 
own set of leading questions and issues, but I find myself thinking – and then          
hearing an interesting programme on the radio – about the basics of love and         
commitment. The 21st century pattern in Scotland is cohabitation rather than or at 
least before marriage, so then the obvious question is what is the benefit of         
becoming truly committed in a lifelong bond upheld by a public act as well as by          
intimate love? Commitment is a bit scary, especially it seems nowadays when the 
failure rate seems only to be on the up. I find I want to offer, and to explore, and to 
stretch the faith perspective on this. How much God loves us! And what security and 
peace and generosity and tolerance and forgiveness and freedom opens up from 
that! So it’s true for a couple as it is true for the church being the bride of Christ, 
that there is every reason for us, despite our imperfections, to treasure the         
commitment which comes into our lives by grace alone. Or to put it another way, 
husband or wife or Christ asks for our all. 
Yours, Peter 
 



THANK YOU! 
Thank you very much to all who gave generously to our outside causes over the 
Christmas period. The school service supported the Highland Homeless Trust, and 
the afternoon tea by the choir with help from Ross Fairfield and Neavan Lobban 
was in aid of Cameron House, and then there was over £860 for Mercy Ships 
thanks to the efforts of “Treasure Seekers” and their leaders, and on Christmas Eve, 
for the North Street Educational Foundation in Jamaica, over £1000 was raised.  
 Thank you also to many different people, not least those who put in time and 

effort to decorate the church so beautifully for Christmas and to be welcoming visi-

tors and regulars alike through the Quiet Day and the various services of the festive 

season. 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH 
On behalf of the congregation 
I would like to thank the team 
of flower arrangers who         
arrange the flowers in church 
each Sunday – they are          
Adrienne Adie, Ann Nelson, 
Eileen Ardern, Sheila Kelly, 
Janet Holmes, Janet Fraser, 
Jean Hamilton, Irene Munro, 
Robbie Mackintosh, Sheena 
Ferguson, Tricia Hanna,  
Dorothy Mein, Lena Clarke, 
Christine Pearson, Mary Ann 
Buchanan, Ethel Macleod, 
Margaret Melville and Evelyn 

Reid.  They buy the flowers, forage for greenery and arrange the flowers each 
week, and for that we thank them. 
The money for the flowers is donated by members of the congregation, perhaps 
in memory of a loved one or to commemorate a special date, or just because 
they would like to. To do this, you just add your name to a list in the back          
corridor.  This usually goes up in December, and there are a few dates still              
vacant. This is also much appreciated. 
The flowers are removed after the Service and made up into bunches to take to 
those either poorly at home or in hospital, or again just to let someone know we 
are thinking of them.  There is a team that deliver these flowers, and those            
receiving the bouquet are very appreciative of this service. 
If anyone would like to join either of the above teams, please contact Ruby for 
flower arranging, and the office (231140) for delivery to homes.    Ruby Coe, 
Flower Convener 





Vocations Conference – Saturday 25th February 2017 
 

Following the great success of our launch of the Tomorrow's Calling campaign in 
2015, I'd like to commend to you the next Vocations Conference, which will take 
place on Saturday 25th February 2017 at The MacDonald Crutherland House, East 
Kilbride.  
 
In Princes Street Gardens, Edinburgh in May 2016, we launched the initial Tomor-
row's Calling video, which captured the imaginations of those who saw it, and has 
since been viewed an estimated 150,000 times via Facebook and 8,900 on our You-
Tube channel. This video can also be viewed on our new recruitment web-
site: www.tomorrowscalling.org. The fresh voices of young adults - setting out in the 
early days of their professional ministries in the Church – are resonating through the 
Church of Scotland.  In every kind of Christian community people are asking big and 
exciting questions about their own vocation, and being amazed by the answers they 
find. 
 
In 2014 the Church had begun to dream a dream of training 30 ministers per year, 
more than twice the average over the previous five years.  In 2015, even with the 
campaign launch part of the way through the year, we recruited 31 new candidates, 
21 of them for the full-time Ministry of Word and Sacrament, an increase of 50% on 
recent years.  We're both thankful and ambitious, determined to build on that          
success and to find more Church members who may be inspired by those who have 
already said ‘Is it me, Lord?' and willing to ask that question of themselves. 
 
By helping us to commend the Vocations Conference, the vital and immensely useful 
first step for everyone sensing a calling, you can begin to ask yourself  ‘Is it you?', 
and maybe you'll have the thrill of hearing someone answer ‘Well, maybe...'  It would 
be a great boost to the work we do within the Ministries Council, and a wonderful gift 
to the Church's ministry.   
 
Yours, 
  
Rev Dr Marjory MacLean 
Education and Support          
Convener 
Church of Scotland 
121 George Street 
Edinburgh 
 
(For further details, please 
speak to the Minister) 



            The Guild 

 
It seems a long time since the begin-
ning of December but that was when 
we had our outing to the Waterside 
Hotel for high tea and to the excellent 
pantomime  produced by Inverness 
Florians. We all enjoyed it tremen-
dously and it made a nice change 
from the Eden Court one. 
Our second meeting in December was 
a talk by Pam Marrs and a demo of 
some of the equipment she sells in 
Lakeland. 
And so to 2017. Our new year began 
with a Bible Study led by Dr Peter 

Donald. This turned out to be an interesting and thought provoking evening as we 
read and discussed the parable of the lost sheep. 
Our next meeting is to be a Burns Supper on Tuesday 24th January and our main 
fundraising event for Guild Projects is a soup and pudding lunch on Saturday 4th 
February. This event proved extremely popular last year so it was decided to repeat 
it. 
We will be having an afternoon out on February 14th when we visit UHI for a   
pampering afternoon when various beauty therapies will be on offer. On the 28th 
Peter Dunn from Relate is coming to speak about relationships and their            
importance in people's lives. 
On March 3rd and before the next Newsletter is produced the World Day of Prayer 
service led by our Guild will be held in the Kingsmills Nursing Home at 3.00 pm 
Anyone who would like to come along will be made most welcome. 
 
Dorothy Mein 

World Day of Prayer  

The World Day of Prayer services this year have been written by the Christian 
women of the Philippines. Services will take place throughout the world on Friday 
3rd March. The theme is "Am I being unfair to you" 
 
The main service in Inverness will be held in the East Church at 
10.30am. The speaker will be our own Elspeth Gibson who was in 
the Philippines last year visiting relations. She was ‘well primed’   
before she went to take plenty notes and photographs. All are  
welcome. 
  
Heather Beck 



A heartfelt Thanks- 

Words cannot express my sincere appreciation to my Crown family during 
the recent death of my dad. The love and support you have shown 
through cards, letters, hugs, practical help and just presence has carried 
myself and family through a most difficult time. Dad loved you all, he felt 
at home here among you, and I know why now more than ever! I miss 
him terribly as many do, but I know he could not have been happier that I 
was finishing my training as full time Minister with Peter and you all. I will 
continue the work that he urged me to do so long ago, and I will tread 
very carefully in his footprints! 
 
Recently dad and I were speaking about our favourite places and            
memories. Several of his greatest memories involved you Crown folk. His 
favourite place in all the world, and where he said he felt closest to God 
was Iona. 
 
To honour his memory and to celebrate his rise to glory we will return to 
Iona with dads ashes and scatter them there. We invite you to join us, we 
feel he would want your company. The details are still being worked out 
but we are thinking of a late May weekend say Thursday-Monday perhaps. 
Please see me if you would like to be a part of making this memory! 
Heidi Hercus 



 

Attention all ladies of Crown Church! 
 

I am thinking I would love to lead a weekend retreat with you all! An 
opportunity to come together in prayer, in  fellowship, and discovery. 
There are many details to work out:  I have much enthusiasm in this 
but I need to know if You  have any enthusiasm or  interest. It would 
be a Friday evening through Sunday evening and wouldn't be too far 
away distance wise, thinking end of March or end of June. Please see 
me, email me or phone me if you would like to sign up for this great 
adventure! 
 

Heidi 

Souper Sunday 

 

Souper Sunday is a Church of Scotland led initiative and  offers a     
brilliant opportunity to raise much needed funds for a wide range of 
HIV initiatives at home and overseas.  
Souper Sunday at Crown is scheduled for Sunday 19th February, after 
the 11am service. All welcome. 
 
Mairi Main 



Daily Bible Readings for February/March 

February 5, 2017 
Sunday: Raising the Widow’s Son, Luke 7:1-17 
Monday: Jesus Speaks in Parables, Luke 8:4-10 
Tuesday: Jesus Speaks in Parables, Luke 8:11-18 
Wednesday: Jesus’ Mother and Brothers, Luke 8:19-21 
Thursday: Jesus Calms a Storm, Luke 8:22-25 
Friday: Jesus Heals the Gerasene Demoniac, Luke 8:26-30 
Saturday: Jesus Heals the Gerasene Demoniac, Luke 8:31-39 

February 12, 2017 
Sunday: More than a Prophet, Luke 7:18-35 
Monday: Jairus’ Plea, Luke 8:40-42 

Tuesday: A Woman Restored, Luke 43-44 

Wednesday: A Woman Restored, Luke 45-48 

Thursday: Jairus’ Daughter Healed, Luke 49-56 

Friday: Jesus Sends Out Disciples, Luke 9:1-6 

Saturday: Herod Hears of  Jesus’ Healings, Luke 9:7-9 

February 19, 2017 
Sunday: Forgiven at Jesus’ Feet, Luke 7:36-50 
Monday: Jesus Feeds the 5,000, Luke 9:10-11 

Tuesday: Jesus Feeds the 5,000, Luke 9:12-17 

Wednesday: Peter’s Confession, Luke 9:18-22 

Thursday: Jesus Talks of  Death and Resurrection, Luke 9:23-27 

Friday: God Provides Quail, Exodus 16:1-13 

Saturday: God Provides Manna, Exodus 16:14-21 

February 26, 2017 
Sunday: Transfiguration, Luke 9:28-45 
Monday: Who Is Greatest, Luke 9:46-48  
Tuesday: Whoever Is Not Against You Is For You, Luke 9:49-50  
Wednesday: The Challenge of  Following (Ash Wednesday), Luke 9:51-62 
Thursday: Mission of  the Seventy, Luke 10:1-12  

Friday: Woes to Unrepentant Cities, Luke 10:13-16  

Saturday: Seventy Return and Jesus Rejoices, Luke 10:17-24  

March 5, 2017 
Sunday: Good Samaritan, Luke 10:25-42 
Monday: The Lord’s Prayer and Persistence in Prayer, Luke 11:1-26 
Tuesday: Jesus Criticizes Pharisees and Lawyers, Luke 11:27-54  
Wednesday: Parable of  the Rich Fool, Luke 12:1-21  
Thursday: Do Not Worry, Luke 12:22-34  
Friday: Be Alert, Luke 12:35-48  
Saturday: Jesus the Cause of  Division, Luke 12:49-59  



The Reverend Dr Willis A Jones 
 

 

"How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 

good news!" So Willis Jones started preaching at 
the age of 5! Then ordained in the ministry of the 
Reformed Church of America, he had a particular 
affection for Scotland from early days. Pat and he 
were newly married when they first came over, 
and their first child got the name of his Dunferm-
line church as her middle name. Willis was inclined 
to move regularly - four different charges in New 
York State, also in Texas and in Michigan he minis-
tered; in Currie near Edinburgh and in Oman. And 
then he came here, answering our invitation to In-
verness; and since then he has been with Kiltarlity 
and Kirkhill and then Cromarty and Resolis and 
Urquhart. When Crown Church posted the news of 

his death on Facebook, there were over 8000 hits.  
Always moving - always moving in every sense actually. Nothing much would stand 
still with Willis. He brimmed full of ideas and energy, even latterly far belying his 
years. His heart was for mission (the feet on the  mountains!) - the mission of God 
which transforms the individual (and so there was intentional discipling and mentoring 
and encouraging young people to find their Christian calling, not to mention getting 
people well in with the church to move out of their comfort zones); the mission of 
God which reaches out in the Spirit of Jesus to every soul. And so here in Crown, for 
example, we would have Silent Retreats and the Year of the Bible and ETs (Willis al-
ways did come up with slightly wacky names, just as he also had some vivid titles for 
sermons), and we would also have the outreach to Hungary, the trip to the Holy Land, 
the day pilgrimages and Iona his favourite place, the connecting with North Street in 
Jamaica. For the Olive Grove, Willis was a key mover there. And it was never just for 
the congregation in which he served. His energy would get St Nicholas out on the 
streets or a Pentecost Hurricane; he would source the donkey to go along Southside 
Road to meet up with the Episcopal Church and the Roman Catholics on Palm Sunday. 
Willis was a motivator if there ever was one; how often I heard people say I would 
never have done this had it not been for Willis. People's lives in service were changed, 
young and old alike. His vitality was all but unstoppable: it is not every Minister in 
their 70s who leads on the remodelling of a country church like Wardlaw, or who 
oversees the opening of a new worship space in Culbokie; who hosts Bible studies 
and who is forever taking on new things. 
His heart was huge. At home the Jones family were very rarely just the Jones family. 
He gave so much of himself, warm and fun, a brilliant colleague, a sensitive and car-
ing pastor. To God be the glory. Hallelujah! 
 
Peter 
 



Young Crown 
It is well over a year now since we asked the congregation above all to 
commit to doing something new for bringing on children and young people 
in faith. And so Young Crown SCIO was born! 
You will maybe have read the regular reports. There are many highlights, 
underpinned by hard and patient commitment on the part of Struan, our 
Youth and Children's Coordinator. 
In the first year the impact has been considerable. During the week there 
has been an extra value added to toddler groups and youth organisations. 
With small numbers of children being brought to church on Sundays, a new 
venture on a Thursday evening offers a mixture of fun and Christian      
education, and the numbers are growing. In the schools, 
primary and secondary, a lot more is being done        
because Struan has time and skills to offer them; and he 
has been very much welcomed. Again the numbers    
being reached far exceed the numbers we see on a Sun-
day. Yet also with the church family, in people's homes 
as well as when we're together in faith, Struan aims to 
give encouragement and a strong lead. 
As your Minister, I cannot praise highly enough both the quality of what has 
been done and the scope of it. We are in this for the long term, but even in 
this first year, for so much to have been achieved is amazing, and I thank 
God for that.   
We do need your support. Money is part of that. Those who have         
committed to give regularly at present cover under one-third of the annual 
costs (around £750 per month goes specifically to Young Crown SCIO, over 
against costs of around £2200 per month). For the first year, one-off gifts 
(towards £20,000: plus Gift Aid!) added in allowed us to have even a sur-
plus which we have carried forward. Therefore we need either more one-off 
gifts now in this second year (£3500 so far) or, preferably if possible, more 
people to commit to give regularly. 
Please respond! Thank you indeed to those who responded to our appeals 
at the end of 2016, but we do need more to do so. Either through the 
church office or the Minister or Gary McAra, the Young Crown Treasurer. 
Thank you. Peter 
 
Much fuller reporting, and fuller accounts, are available on request, as    

presented to the Annual General Meeting of "Young Crown SCIO" held in 

September 2016. 



Lenten Bible Studies  

Last year Crown Church ran a series of 6 Lenten Bible Studies which            
participants found both challenging and enjoyable. 
This year it is again proposed to run a series of 6 Studies for Lent which 
people are being encouraged to consider attending starting on the week 
beginning March 27th.  

The overall theme of this year’s studies is Moving to the Margins with 
a  particular focus on the Middle 
East.  

The individual themes are:- 

Created to Flourish 
Purposed for more 
Replanted to blossom 
Searched out 
Paid for at great cost  
Loved beyond limits  
 
Each session consists of  
a Bible Study either from the Old or 
New Testament. Each study has a 
range of ideas to enable exploration of the passage 

a prayer with, if wished, suggestions for actions to illustrate it,  
stories of people living both today and in Biblical times  

 
In order to run these Studies we will need each week 
people to host a group who may or may not be prepared to lead a group  
people prepared to lead a group. 

 

Again this year it is hoped to offer a variety of meeting times to suit 
people's needs. If you are prepared to host/lead, please get in touch with 
David Crippen or Morven Archer. 
 
A timetable will then be made available so that those interested can sign 
up for a group which meets their needs. 
 

Morven Archer 



Highland Foodbank 

Many thanks from the Highland Foodbank to those of you support the Highland             
Foodbank. We donated 300 kilograms of food to the Foodbank from our collection at 
the Harvest Thanksgiving. 

There was a record amount of people needing help in December and the Foodbank was 
able to distribute 50 Christmas hampers to people in Inverness. The Foodbank would 
ask if you would consider donating the following items:- 

Long grain rice, tinned ham, long life fruit juice, feminine care products 
 
Without your donations Foodbank would be unable to help those in need. Thank you 
again. 

Liz Gray 

 

Choir News 

Our Festive Tea and Carols on 19th December raised a total of £330 for Cameron House 
which they were very pleased to accept. A current project they have ongoing is to          
create a sensory garden for the residents to enjoy in safety, and the money we raised 
will go towards putting this in place; so many thanks to those who contributed. 
Our next outing to           
Cameron House will be in 
March, when we will be 
singing some “Songs from 
the Shows”. 
  

Joseph 
As many of you are 
aware, sadly we have had 
to cancel our performance 
of Joseph because of lack 
of numbers from both 
within and outside Crown. 
The money we raised for 
the performance was           
required for upfront costs 
such as licensing and     
music hire and we cannot 
get it back; other expenditure such as improvements to the Upper Hall stage will stand 
us all in good stead for the future. Perhaps another day, another year… Those of us 
who were organising the production are very grateful to all of you who were willing to 
take part and who showed up faithfully for rehearsals. 
 
Thank you! Brigid 



WOW! 
 
Who would guess that the solid chair you are sitting on is not solid, but is a teeming 
dance of atoms, millions of electrons spinning at unimaginable speed round their            
nuclei? Who can even begin to imagine the infinitessimal  size of  that quantum 
world?  It has been reliably estimated that if one thousand men started to count the 
atoms in a single bubble of gas on the side of a glass of carbonated water, each one 
counting 300 atoms a minute, 12 hours a day, it would take them a million years. 
 
Or raise your eyes to the stars and consider immensity of equally staggering              
proportions. The best current estimate with the help of the Hubble Space Telescope  
is that there may be  2 trillion galaxies in the universe. Is it easier to imagine that 
there are more stars in the universe than there are grains of sand on all the beaches 
of the world? And 
all these stars 
and their           
associated plan-
ets which we 
have hardly be-
gun to count, 
were formed 
eventually –
millions of years 
eventually,  from 
the whizzing par-
ticles of energy  
which had been 
created  in what 
scientists call the 
‘Big Bang’, and 
the Bible calls “In the beginning”. 
 
Perhaps this brings to mind the same question The Psalmist asked “When I consider 
the heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars you have set in their 
courses, what are mortals, that you should be mindful of them? Mere human beings 
that you should seek them out?” 
 
Yet with Augustine, we can remember that a single human mind is of greater worth 
than the whole inanimate creation, for you and I can do to the creation what the 
creation, for all its awesome size, cannot do to us; we can observe it, measure it, ex-
plore it and wonder at it. It is as if in us the universe becomes conscious of itself. 
 

Science has become the most complex of subjects, yet scientific  questions were al-

ready being   asked  in what is perhaps the oldest book in the world –the book of Job.  

Here are a few verses from Chapter 38,   but you might like to read all of it, and the 



(Continued from last page) 

next chapter  and marvel at the questions being considered over three thousand 

years ago. 
 

 18 Have you any idea how big the world is? 

    Answer me if you know. 
19 Do you know where the light comes from 
    or what the source of darkness is? 
32 Can you guide the stars season by season 

    and direct the Big and the Little Dipper? 
33 Do you know the laws that govern the 

skies, 

    and can you make them apply to the 

earth? 
34 Can you shout orders to the clouds 
    and make them drench you with rain? 
35 And if you command the lightning to flash, 
    will it come to you and say, “At your service”? 
 
Is there still in the modern world the ability to look at science from the point of 
view of faith? Or to look at faith with a scientific world view? If you are interested 
in exploring further the relationship between faith and science, you could do 
worse than starting with ‘Learning to Dance’ by Michael Mayne.(2001)  
 
Inevitably some of the science has moved on, but this is a book like no other and 

will reward any reader. If you 
would like to become involved 
with others in our congregation 
and beyond in looking at and         
developing  this topic, joining in          
national conferences or take part 
in online forums, please contact 
Eileen Ardern  
 
NB Watch out for Crown’s contri-
bution to Inverness Science           
Festival  (29th April to 6th May)
when we will be offering both an 
audio visual   and written           
presentation considering the        
relationship of faith and science 
by looking at The Cosmos. 
 

 

Hubble space telescope 



LIFE AND WORK 
 

FEBRUARY 2017 

 
‘A Movement, not a Programme’ 
The work of the Path of Renewal project, 
which is nurturing a culture of discipleship 
in Church of Scotland congregations. 
 
 A Spiritual Journey 
Thomas Baldwin meets author and activist 
Alastair McIntosh. 
 
Releasing Gifts 
Jackie Macadam examines how                

congregations in long-term vacancy maintain their Christian witness and 
presence. 
 
Keeping Watch Over Loch Awe 
The Very Rev Dr Ian Bradley reflects on a beloved architectural treasure 
in Argyll. 
 
A Miraculous Escape 
The Very Rev Dr Andrew McLellan considers the messages drawn from 
the Bible accounts of Peter’s times in prison. 
 
MSPs and the Church 
Irene MacKinnon reports on the work of a pioneering project bringing  
together local people through their churches with Members of the         
Scottish Parliament. 
 
A Critical Lifeline 
The Head of Oxfam Scotland, Jamie Livingstone, offers a first hand          
account of the food crisis in Malawi. 
 
The ‘New Guild’ 
In the second part of our focus on the Church of Scotland Guild, the 
changing face of the group at Arbroath: St Andrew’s comes under the 
spotlight. 



Bibles 
Open 
Xplorers 
 

Hopefully you’ve spotted our brand 
new Bible Explorers’ BOX… 
The contents of the box are         de-
signed to help families take the jour-
ney of faith home with them – and 
help the whole family to engage with 

prayer and Bible reading together through the week. The project was 
borne out of much thought, deliberation and conversation with parents 
about making sure that the spiritual activities of church are accessible and 
commonplace for all 7 days of the week. I really hope that the boxes will 
be a big blessing to families who take them home, and offer a really easy 
and sustainable start to a vibrant shared spiritual journey based at home. 
 
In each box you will find: 
1 Diary of a Disciple. This is an accessible version of Luke’s gospel, which 
we’re going through this term during both 9:30 and 11:00 services. There’s 
also a guide as to which chapters to read at which times to follow the  
readings at church. 
2 Prayer pals. These can accompany little ones at bed time or wherever 
else they need a friend. They also carry a reminder of something /            
someone to pray for, and a simple prayer to use daily. 
1 Lord’s prayer cube. This cube will help to explore the meaning behind 
each part of the Lord’s prayer to grow confidence in knowing how to pray 
too. 
1 Challenge card. This card gives a set of weekly challenges for individu-
als / families to do together in order to grow in faith together. There are 
some fun ones and some slightly tougher ones too. 
 
The box is free, and we’re running it as a sort of trial to see if it is           
something useful for families to use and grow together. I’m also looking to 
use the trial period to take suggestions for other ideas / activities that 
could go into similar boxes in the future. 
So remember: God doesn’t fit into a box – open this one up to find out 
more! 



(Continued from previous page) 
In other news, Young Crown have started back all activities after the 
Christmas break, and have some exciting things in the pipeline. Coming 
soon, we’ll have amongst other things a community fete where we can 
host all sorts of groups and activities by way of celebration of children and 
young people in Crown! 
 
Last (for now), and by no means least, I’d like to share just a little of a 
wonderful event on Friday 20th Jan. We were invited by a P6 class at Crown 
Primary to build up links between the school and community, and 8           
volunteers from Crown church came in to share a little with the school. The 
volunteers all had the experience of years; and some stories to tell about 
what school was like a while ago; some of the trials and tribulations of life 
before the internet age; and shared some precious artefacts, photos and 
memories. It was such a privilege to be in the room as the young ones 
made some lovely connections with people they’d ordinarily have minimal 
contact with; and to see just how appreciated the time was by all               
concerned. We’re hoping this will lead to much more similar work in the    
future too – a great way to share a little of God’s Kingdom to the next          
generation! 
As ever, keep praying! Struan 
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Irene Munro & G & D 
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MacPherson 

Marion Barbour, Seonaid MacLellan, 
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 Liz Forbes, Irene Munro, Irene Sutherland 

 

February Count Team 

Sheena Ferguson 

Ian Akers, Richard Ardern, Alastair 

MacPherson, Robert Shanks 

 

March Count Team 

Liz Gray 

Bruce Merchant, Moira Cooper, Douglas 

Taylor, Margot Tuley 

February Welcome Team      

North Door Jean & Una Hamilton 

South Door Janet Fraser & M orag Russell  

Midmills North Bob Forrest 

Midmills South Jane Wilson   

 

March Welcome Team 

North Door Reay & Brian Macgill 

South Door  Calum Macleod & Bill Mein 

Midmills North Campbell Freeman &                                        

Christina Pearson 

Midmills South  Alison Harbison 



NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 
Deaths 
Ian MacDonald, on 13th December 
The Revd (Dr) Willis Jones, on 17th December 
Mrs Peggy Macleod, on 25th December 
Miss Margaret Macdonald, on 17th January 
 

The copy deadline for the March Newsletter is Sunday 26 February 
2017.  

 

Contributions should be sent to the Forrests at:  
marionandbobnewsletter@gmail.com  or left in the ’F’ pigeonhole. 

Please note that the newsletter can also be accessed via the church 
website where you will be able to see the photographs in colour. 
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From the Kirk Session 
 
Many events are routinely reported in "the Newsletter". However, the 
amount of planning and commitment which goes into the organisation 
of many events is often overlooked. 
The Kirk Session met on Wednesday 25th of January and the various 
"teams" (as described in earlier editions of the newsletter) provided    
annual reports on their various activities. Space does not permit more 
than a very brief summary of these. However, the organisation of the 
Bible study groups, the Lenten groups, the proposed 20 to 40 age 
group, the visit by Claudius England, "Let Us Build a House", the talk by 
Sir Geoff Palmer, the cosmos event, the 9:30 services, Treasure     
Seekers, the  Shallowford choir, the mercy ships initiative, the Christmas 
gift service and the setting up of the "drop-in" at Millburn Academy 
were all reported on and are all worthy of mention. The work goes on! 


