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WORSHIP SERVICES 
   

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.”  (John 1:1) 

Sunday 10th July  9.30 am “Worship on the Way”: in the Lower Hall 
11 am Morning Worship 

Sunday 17th July  9.30 am “Worship on the Way”: in the Lower Hall 
11 am  Morning Worship: with the Sacrament of                                                   

    Baptism      
Sunday 24th July  9.30 am “Worship on the Way”: in the Lower Hall  

11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 31st July  9.30 am “Worship on the Way”: in the Lower Hall  

11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 7th August 9.30 am “Worship on the Way”: in the Lower Hall  

11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 14th August 9.30 am “Worship on the Way”: in the Lower Hall  

11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 21st August 9.30 am “Worship on the Way”: in the Lower Hall  

11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 28th August 10.30 am Preparatory Service for Elders 

11 am Morning Worship 
Sunday 4th September 11 am The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
   3 pm  The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
  6.30 pm Thanksgiving Worship: and Songs of Praise 

 

 Please note our Sunday coffee and tea, until 21st August, is served between the 

two morning services, i.e. from around 10.15 am till 10.50. 
 

"What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for 
us, who can be against us?" 

 
Romans chapter 8, verse 31 



FROM THE MINISTER 
Dear friends,  
A journeys of faith theme is marking our 
more informal early services through the 
summer. All kinds of questions about a        
different journey of faith emerged in the 
wake of the European Referendum, but 
that’s not directly for me to comment on in 
this place. Rather a simple thought to fuel 
prayer for people who are on the move. 
 
Close in our own family, and I know others, 
are children graduating and  entering a new 
phase of their lives. Our daughter Hannah 
will be very shortly home from the year of 
travel she took on, and David is heading to 
India to teach English for a few months.  
 
Others will be more immediately going into the world of paid work, or not, and we 
might remember them all. Then there are the younger children, children leaving 
their primary school and soon to enter the world of secondary; in Crown Primary a 
large number of teachers moving on, including the Head Teacher; and no doubt 
many families going on a holiday of one sort or another, an opening up of new          
experiences. Let’s pray for them. And we might remember those whose work lives 
are at a point of change. I mention elsewhere our taking on a new Church Secretary, 
and that will be a big change of work environment and day for her. For others, there 
may equally be work changes afoot, some exciting but some unwished for, and for 
some perhaps the beginning of retirement. And then as always for our prayers, 
there are those for whom it is illness or even  bereavement which are the drivers of 
change, and that is not easy. We can talk about uphill struggles but sometimes that 
hardly begins to sum up what is being felt. 
 
As we had the joy of ordaining and admitting new Elders at the end of June, the 
Biblical text for the day pushed me to preach on what it means to allow grace to 
flow through us. In a passage first about the sharing of money, Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians raising thoughts on what all there is to share; and on what all there is 
for our encouragement and strengthening of will and perseverance. We receive and 
we give, each according to his or her means. We are not asked to give more than 
we can, but what we have – in riches of spirit, of kindness, of prayer, of wisdom, of 
humility, of patience, of money and so much more – this we can and, as occasion 
asks for it, should offer to others.  

   “Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness; let 
the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit.” (Isaiah 45:8) There 
is a cycle or a flow for us to be caught up in – that flow of the abundant mercies of 
God. 



Sunday 11th September is the date to put in your diary if you 

want to be involved in the                 production of ‘Joseph and the Amaz-

ing Technicolour               Dreamcoat.’ Rehearsals will           commence 

that day after the morning service for an hour, and will continue each Sun-

day until the end of November, with a break for the first two Sundays of 

the           October school holiday. In the new year, rehearsals will be on 

Sunday afternoons, and the shows will be staged on Friday 10th and Satur-

day 11th March. 

Everyone Welcome!          If you are unable to register on 11th             

September, but would like to be involved, please contact Eileen Ardern         

eileenardern@hotmail.com 

SHALLOWFORD CHOIR ON 12th JUNE 
What a great experience it was to welcome the Shallowford Chapel Choir 

in June. A huge number of young people, together with their chaperones, 

visited and sang so beautifully in the morning and then again in the eve-

ning – despite battling jetlag and having a long day which had begun in 

Perth! We enjoyed it as I reckon they did, not least on account of good 

weather and a barbeque lunch and outdoors party which marked the end 

of our Junior Church year before the summer holidays. Thank you very 

much to everyone for putting in that effort to be so hospitable. 

Congratulations! 
Calum Munro is to receive an MBE for his part in founding the Highland 
Cross. Calum is the son-in-law of the late Sinclair Lyall. 
 
FARQUHAR FORBES and JEAN BOYD 
Farquhar Forbes, who served with us as Probationer Minister, will be or-
dained to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament in Inshes Church on Friday 
9th September at 7 pm. He is working there now as Associate  
Minister. It will be rather packed out we suspect, with Inshes Church not 
having a huge seating capacity, but anyone is most welcome to attend. 
Rather belatedly, we should note happily that Mrs Jean Boyd, who was a 

student attached with us before she went away to do her Probationary 

year, was ordained in March when she took up being Parish Minister in 

Drumoak and Durris in Aberdeenshire. 



Goodbye from Katharina 
 
As you may know after 8 ½ years in the office 
at Crown Church I moved on to a new        
challenge at Chest Heart and Stroke Scotland 
at the end of May. I have very much enjoyed 
my time at Crown and have made some very 
good friends there whom I will miss! I was  
especially touched by the gifts and flowers 
and the very generous donations of money 
which people have given me and would like to 
take this opportunity to say a huge thank you 
to all those who contributed! 

I’m especially grateful to Peter for approaching me all that time ago to ask whether I 
might be interested in applying for the vacancy. He knew me from having worked for 
the then Church and Nation Committee at the Church Offices in Edinburgh. But that 
had been 10 years ago and I hadn’t worked in between. So I have Crown Church to 
thank for giving me the opportunity to regain my confidence, practice my skills and 
enhance my organisational abilities. 
I will not forget my time in Crown and hope to continue to see some of you around! 

CHURCH SECRETARY 
There’s good news in that we have managed to appoint 

a new Church Secretary, who will begin in early August. 

Mrs Gloria MacKintosh has been involved in Crown 

Church since she was a child growing up in Diriebught 

Road, and actually took on the post of Secretary in Mr 

Logan’s time for a few years. Since then she has been 

working for the National Trust for Scotland. We’re       

delighted that she has accepted our invitation to take up 

the post and look forward very much to her being in the 

church office. 

 

LOVELY GENEROSITY 
I continue to be so thankful that together we can do more than we realise! In May 

people were willing to do a house to house collection for Christian Aid which, once 

Gift Aid is added in, exceeded £4000. In the same month, in recognition of the Revd 

Stewart Frizzell’s retirement and move away, £824 was handed in to be given to him 

as a gift. Katharina Nimmo moved on from the post of Church Secretary and while 

we marked it at the time by small leaving gifts, around £170 was further handed in 

to be given to her. A fundraiser was held to set up the church musical and some £480 

was raised. Thank you for all of this—and to everyone who puts in time and effort on 

Sundays and around special occasions, to foster our fellowship in the Gospel.  



Summer Picnic, Saturday 9th July from 12 noon at Nairn East Beach 
 
Inverness interfaith group welcomes all for the annual picnic as above. Why not join us 
for a relaxed, multicultural, multifaith sharing of food, fun and fellowship at this          
delightful seaside venue? 
Directions: meeting from noon at the Riverside car park next to Loch Lloyd holiday Park. Travel east 
through Nairn on the A96, cross the river bridge and immediately turn left down Maggot Road to 
caravan park. 

 
John Barbour 

Lift To Church – minibus pilot 
     
The Elders’ Council has encouraged church members 
to give others lifts to church.  Usually this enables all 
to attend Sunday worship. However, there are times 
when for one reason or another a lift is not available. 
This then means that sometimes a person can miss 
Sunday worship. 
 

Accordingly, the Pastoral Team propose to run a pilot ‘lift to church’ using a minibus 
hired specially for the purpose: 
 
Where - the target ‘pick-up’ area is approximately the area from the Southern          
Distributor Road back along Culduthel Road to the Crown Church. Seating on the  
minibus is limited and so bookings will be taken on a ‘first come’ basis.  
 
When - the pilot will be run on Communion Sunday 4th September 2016 and        
passengers will be picked-up from 10am onwards . Return home after church will be 
from 12:15pm onwards. 
 
How - persons wishing to make use of this pilot service are invited to book in         
advance, by phoning John Barbour (tel  223140) giving their 
name, address and a contact telephone number.  
 
 
Highland Malawi Trust 
The Highland Malawi trust would like to thank everyone who     
supported the recent Strawberry tea. The quite amazing amount 
of £1438 was raised! Reay MacGill 



The Vine Trust and the epic voyage of the Jubilee Hope 
 
Many thanks to the Rev Morven Archer for bringing to our attention that you can fol-
low this epic journey on STV at 8 pm on Monday 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th July. 
 
The Vine Trust not only helps to provide homes for street boys in Peru and children   
orphaned by HIV and AIDS in Tanzania, it also provides houses for families in desper-
ate need of somewhere decent to live. 
 
This latest venture in the medical field has been to provide access to the many        
communities living on and around Lake Victoria. To achieve this, the trust refurbished 
a ship called the "Jubilee Hope". The TV programme follows its remarkable journey of 
over 9000 miles from Glasgow to Lake Victoria, some of which was overland! 
 
Further detail can be found on the Vine Trust website. 
 

New Elders 
 
4 new elders were ordained into the eldership in a short ceremony which took place 
at the second service on the morning of Sunday 26th June. In addition, Alan Nelson 
(already an ordained elder) was    admitted into the Kirk Session of Crown Church. 
 
The photograph shows (from the left) Alan     Nelson, the Minister, Mary-Ann Bu-
chanan, Lyn Forbes, Janet           MacPherson, Liz Forbes and the session clerk, Brian 
Macgill 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Worship Team 
 
The great thing about the still new Elders’ Council, which is at the heart of the Kirk 
Session’s day to day work, is that it has allowed all active elders (and increasingly 
some others too) to have the freedom within their team just to “get on with it”. 
 
There are six teams and they are called just that, specifically not committees, as a 
symbol of the fact that this is a council which “does things” without being                 
overburdened by a bureaucratic structure.  A semantic difference only?  Perhaps, but 
I regard it as significant.  The structure was set up to support the minister by          
releasing him from the burden of always having to take the lead in setting up any new 

project.  I have always admired ministers who have felt happy to allow others to take 
the initiative, confident that although not everything will work out this is the route to 
an empowered, energetic congregation.  Although it is still early days, it is my        
impression that Peter himself is already feeling energised and excited by the            
possibilities, not least for cross-fertilisation of ideas from one team to another.  Great 
credit should go to him for having the clear vision needed in setting up the Council. 
 
One of the six teams is the worship team.  The Above photograph shows (from the 
left) Eileen Ardern, Margot Tuley, Robert Lane, Alistair McLeod, Peter Collinson and 
me, David Crippin. The other team members are Heather Beck and Stewart Robert-
son. 
(Continued on next page) 



The worship team, by its very nature, has a remit which is close to the minister’s own.  
Thus for example we have been involved in planning the current summer service    
series and similarly the various evening service series.  Indeed it was perhaps the          
latter planning process, which has been going on for a few years, that demonstrated 
to Peter just how effective sharing of the burden can be.  Within an hour we would go 
from having no ideas to a detailed plan for six weeks of evening services.  A            
by-product of this, I have always felt, is the sense of camaraderie that comes from 
team working, giving me anyway a spring in my step! 
 
In conjunction with the discipleship team, we organised the recent successful series of 
lent bible studies where some thirty participants in six house groups took part in five 
sessions.  This model has been used in recent years and seems to be a popular and 
rewarding format. 
 
We have in mind an ambitious long-term project to make presentations of various 
kinds using a range of media on the subject of Faith and Science.  This was prompted 
by the realisation that the so-called New Atheists have tried to drive an artificial 
wedge between faith, specifically Christian faith, and science.  We see great scope for 
a variety of approaches to what is not an academic exercise but a means of engaging 
the wider community and challenging the perception that Christianity is not for         
thinking people.  Two of us have attended a very inspiring conference with big name 
speakers held by Grasping the Nettle, “a movement formed by church leaders in  
Scotland to promote dialogue within the church and society at large about belief in 
God, especially in relation to science”.  As one speaker put it, one aim is “to show that 
it is ok to believe”.   
 
On a more mundane level but still at the core of our worship and witness, we have in 
our remit the organising of the rota for readers in church and people to shut the      
sanctuary doors during the summer open door period.  An event that has become a 
fixture in the church calendar is the Christmas Quiet Day, another responsibility of the 
worship team.   It’s a very restful, quiet, moving way to spend a few minutes or 
longer shielded from the hubbub of commerce outside.  If you have never visited the 
sanctuary during the Christmas Quiet Day or for that matter on any day of the week 
during the summer, why not resolve to do so this year? 
 
Still more mundane perhaps, have you ever thought about how the collection is          
removed from the sanctuary at the end of a service?  Well, we have!  We have made 
one or two changes to streamline the process. 
 
Overall, I am excited, motivated and scared in equal measures by the possibilities 
opened up by the new Kirk Session structure and look forward to the next few years 
with anticipation. 
 
David Crippin 
Team Leader, Worship Team 
25 June 2016 



The Young Crown Summer Update 
 
Summer’s here! (We’ve had two days of sunshine anyway…) With the academic term 
drawing to a close, Young Crown has been busy helping schools and toddler groups to 
wind down well, wrapping up a year with Treasure seekers and the Youth Alpha course 
and starting off our summer programme a few weeks early. 
We’ve already begun both the Decathlon 
youth and children’s clubs and the Journeys 
series 9:30 services. Partly so we can cover 
slightly longer programmes and partly so that 
people will already be part of the groups by 
the time the holidays hit. We’ve been            
delighted with the starts both have made – 
with 9:30 services proving popular,             
welcoming, lively and friendly and with the 
Decathlon clubs growing week-by-week too! 
Hopefully starting before the end of term will 
mean that people can come back to them after going on holiday (as opposed start 

coming midway through the break) – we’re excited by 
the invitation and welcome we’ve been able to extend 
so far and throughout the holiday period. 
 
Thinking of Decathlon in particular, we’ve been so  
grateful for a quality team coming together and doing 
some great work with kids we know well and kids we’ve 
seen come in by friends-inviting-friends, etc. There’s a 
growing group of children we’ve been welcoming into 
church activities and we’re excited by the possibilities of 
growing relationships with them, their peers and          
showing them the love of God in a fresh way. 

 
Not only that, but we’ve also been getting set up for the post-summer too… We’re 
looking forward to the autumn term where we have official approval to run our          
chaplaincy drop in at Millburn  Academy; 
the YFC touring team confirmed for           
mid-November; a clothing exchange ready 
to start; invitations to continue supporting 
the toddler groups and schools groups 
and a bit of a blank canvas for an         
outreach project (details to follow soon          
hopefully). 
 
Exciting times this summer and  beyond 
for Young Crown!!   

Struan 



A prayer from Bangladesh                 Christian Aid Week 2016 

O Saviour Christ, 
in whose way of life lies the secret of all life and the hopes of all the 
people, 
we pray for quiet courage to meet this hour. 
We did not choose to be born or to live in such an age. 
But let its problems challenge us, 
its discoveries exhilarate us, 
its injustice anger us, 
its possibilities inspire us, 
and its vigour renew us, 

for your Kingdom’s sake. 

Did you, like me, find the video of life in the Bangladeshi silt islands pro-
foundly shocking?  The floodwater was up to the table tops.  This was no 
flash flood though.  This is increasingly the norm.  No rescue centre here.  
No evacuation to a community hall.  No firemen with boats.  No food and 
clothing packages from concerned citizens.  Morsheda’s baby fell out of bed 
and into the flooded Brahmaputra River.  Luckily Morsheda knew what the 
splash must be. 

This is why we support Christian Aid.  This is why we knock on doors and 
accept the (usually) polite refusals and no-responses as well as the wel-
comes.  This is why we give of ourselves, share who we are. 

Yes, we may have collected slightly less this year* but hidden behind that is 
the sacrificial giving here, the generous response from an immigrant there.  
This is why I am determined that we continue to ask at every door in the 
parish because behind that door there may be someone for whom it is more 
blessèd to give than to receive. 

Thank you so much to all who have taken part this year: collectors, count-
ers, those who have prayed. We pray to the same God as the Bangladeshi 
Christians. We go in the name of the same God. 

David Crippin*       Grand total from the Crown parish: £3,521.06    

        £4,052.38 with Gift Aid   included) 



READINGS FOR JULY AND AUGUST 

  July 4 Job 1:13 – 2:13   7 Job 42:7-17 
    5 Job 3     8 Job 36-37 
    6 Job 4     9 Job 38 
    7 Job 5     10 Job 39 
    8 Job 6     11 Job 40 
    9 Job 7     12 Job 41 
    10 Job 3:1-10; 4:1-9; 7:11-21    13 Job 42 
    11 Job 8     14 Luke 11:2-4 
    12 Job 9-10     15 Genesis 32:22-32 
    13 Job 11     16 Exodus 3:13-15 
    14 Job 12     17 Exodus 20:1-17 
    15 Job 13     18 Matthew 28:16-20 
    16 Job 14     19 John 16:16-24 
    17 Job 14:7-15; 19:23-27    20 Philippians 2:5-11 
    18 Job 15     21 Luke 11:2-4 
    19 Job 16     22 2 Samuel 7:1-17 
    20 Job 17     23 Matthew 3:1-12 
    21 Job 18     24 Mark 1:9-15 
    22 Job 19     25 Luke 4:42-44 
    23 Job 20     26 John 3:1-21 
    24 Job 31:35-37, 38:1-11    27 Romans 14:13-23 
    25 Job 21     28 Luke 11:2-4 
    26 Job 22     29 Exodus 16:1-36 
    27 Job 23-24    30 Deuteronomy 8:1-20 
    28 Job 25     31 1 Samuel 21:1-9 
    29 Job 26-27  Sept  1 Matthew 4:1-11 
    30 Job 28     2 14:13-21 
    31 Job 38:25-27; 41:1-8; 42:1-6 3 Luke 24:13-25 
  Aug 1 Job 29-30     4 Luke 11:2-4 
    2 Job 31     5 Exodus 34:1-9 
    3 Job 32     6 Psalm 32 
    4 Job 33     7 Mark 2:1-12 
    5 Job 34     8 Matthew 18:23-35 
    6 Job 35     9 Acts 2:37-42 



Contacts 
MINISTER                     Rev Dr Peter Donald, 39 Southside Road, IV2 4XA Tel  230537  Peter.donald7@btinternet.com 
OLM ASSISTANT              Rev Morven Archer, 42 Firthview Drive, IV3 8QF 237840 morvarch@btinternet.com 
YOUTH WORKER             Struan McRoberts, 7 Pinewood Court, IV2 6GZ  struan@young-crown.co.uk 
SESSION CLERK                       Brian Macgill, 9 Lochardil Place, IV2 4LN 224650 brian.macgill@bluebottle.com  
ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER  Brigid Donald, 39 Southside Road, IV2 4XA T 230537  brigidmdonald@gmail.com                                                  
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPT         Patricia MS Crippin, 12 Culduthel Gardens, IV2 4AR 231466 crippin@nildram.co.uk                                                 
BOARD CHAIRMAN                 Bill Mein, 11 Beaufort Road, IV2 3NP 238617 
CLERK TO BOARD                    Judith Macleod,2 Delnies Road, IV2 4NQ  718837 calummac@supanet.com                                                                                                        
TREASURER                       Donald MacKenzie, 52 Crown Drive, IV2 3QG 711853 donald@drivebs.co.uk 
FREEWILL OFFERINGS          Robert Shanks, 26 Midmills Road,IV2 3NY242915 bobshanks2@medals73.fsnet.co.uk                                                   
GIFT AID TREASURER            Robert  Hendry, Conon Bridge 01349 866516   
CHURCH SECRETARY            Church Office 231140 office@crownchurch.orangehome.co.uk          
SAFEGUARDING                    Joan Merchant 3 Crown Circus,IV2 3NH 239980 joanmerchant@gmail.com       
FACILITIES -CONVENER        Gordon Cameron, 2 Larchwood Cresc, IV2 6DF, 772508 gordoncameron88@gmail.com 
                                          David MacLellan, 31A Old Edinburgh Road, IV2 712314, davidclellan1@btinternet.com 
HALLS  BOOKINGS                  Irene Whyte, 68 Drumossie Avenue, IV2 3SW  235384 irenedrumossie@aol.com   
CARETAKER                               Eilidh Ross 
GUILD SECRETARY                  Adrienne Adie, 30 Miers Avenue, IV2 3SB 238174 
LADY VISITORS                         Jane Wilson, 18 Ardholm Place, IV2 4QG  221699 janewilson@uwclub.net 
FLOWERS CONVENER            Ruby Coe, 34 Ardholm Place, IV2 4QG  225467 rubycoe24@gmail.com 
NEWSLETTER EDITORS          Bob & M Forrest 6 Lovat Road, IV2 3NT 221941 marionandbobnewsletter@gmail.com 
CHURCH OFFICE                      Crown Church , tel. 231140 
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 Readers 
Douglas Murray 

 

Marion Barbour 

AlastairMacLeod 

 

Eileen Ardern 

 

Roddy Lightbody 

 

Heather Ross-

McDonald 

Eddie Adie 

 

Alison Harbison 

                 Creche 
Irene Munro, Jane 

Smith 

K Macdonald, R Coe 

G&D Thomson, Reay 

Macgill 

Helen Grant,Sheena 

Ferguson 

Marjory MacKenzie, 

Muriel Choppy 

Irene Munro, Ruby Coe 

 

Jane Smith, 

G&DThomson 
TBA 

Coffee 
Church Band (Linda Moncur) 

 

Guild (Adrienne Adie) 

Knitters group (Lena Clarke) 

 

Bible Study ( Marion Barbour) 

 

Boys Brigade ( Gary McAra) 

 

Women’s Group (Judith Macleod) 

 

Irene Sutherland, Liz Forbes, Irene 

Munro 

K Currie, Vi Gollan, E Ardern 

 

July Count Team 

Liz Forbes 

John & Marion Barbour, Ethel MacLeod, Mairi 

Main, Kay MacDonald 

August Count Team 

Liz Gray 

Bruce Merchant, Moira Cooper, Douglas Tay-

lor, Margot Tuley 

 

July Welcome Team 

North D MaryAnnBuchanan& Ella Low 

South Door Eileen & Richard Ardern 

Midmills North Jean McGowan & 

Joyce Walker 

Midmills South Norman Walker 

August Welcome Team 

North Door Heather & Alex Grant 

South D Irene Whyte, Alastair Macleod 

Midmills North Kay MacDonald,   

Lindsay Stewart 

Midmills South David Crippin 



NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

Wedding 

Calum Reid and Heather Laird on Saturday 18th June 

 

Deaths 

Mrs Anne MacKenzie, Raasay Road, on 13th June 

Donnie Fraser, Drumossie Avenue, on 27th June 

 

“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep” (Romans 

12.15) 

******************* 

 

 

Encouraging Equipping and Enabling Pastoral Care Conference2016 

Will take place at Inshes Church on Saturday 24 September. The speakers 

will be Rev David Scott, Rev Bart Buell along with speakers from Alzheimer’s 

Scotland and Playlist for Life—the charity set up by Sally Magnusson after 

the death of her mother who had dementia in her later years. 

The copy deadline for the next Newsletter will be Sunday 
28 August. 
 

Contributions should be sent to the Forrests at:  
marionandbobnewsletter@gmail.com  or left in the ’F’ pigeonhole. 

Please note that the newsletter can also be accessed vvia the church web-
site where you will be able to see the photographs in colour. 

 
 

Published by Crown Church, Inverness (Church of Scotland) 
Registered charity SC 018159 

The Church website is to be found at www.crown-church.co.uk 
 
 




