
WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

All people, of any age, are warmly invited to participate at 
all of our services 

 
“Who do you say that I am?”  (Luke 9.20) 

 
Sunday 12th March  Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11 am 
Sunday 19th March  Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11 am 
Sunday 26th March  Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11 am 
Sunday 2nd April  Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11 am 

 

 Also prayers every Friday – remembering people by name.  
 

At this time of seeking to expand and draw in people to the life of the 
church, we encourage you to believe and to belong! The early morning  
service has an informal feel and is held in the Lower Hall. The later     
morning service is held in the main church space, with a more traditional 
feel. Children as well as adults have a valued place at both of these       
services. Through March we shall be reading into the second half of Luke’s 
Gospel. 

 

There are no evening services this month as we encourage people to 

have an experience of meeting in one another’s homes, using some       

discussion material about the transformation of lives, in the Middle East 

and here. Peter 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
Dear friends, 
There’s a big thing on at the moment to keep Ministers 
“flourishing”. I don’t know if the word-choice came 
from a Glaswegian (!), but it is true that many       
Ministers have to take some care about workload and 
expectations and health. I have been very blessed, but 
was glad to accept the chance to go away for a week 
this last month to a conference aimed at people of my 
vintage. How do we think about the question, what 
next? 
 Reading as we are on Sunday mornings through 
Luke’s Gospel, Jesus likewise had thoughts both about 
proximate goals and ultimate purpose. And like any of 
us, he had plenty of interruptions, for these are the stuff of life! And so I find myself 
writing to you this month about setting a course. What next? 
 One helpful aspect is for us to look back. But not to look back vaguely, rather to 
chart our past. For example, we might chart the phases of our lives which stand out 
(jobs? relationships? geography?); or we might chart the people who have shaped us 
(positively and negatively); or we might (more difficult?) consider our spiritual              
journey. We will need paper and pen, and at least an hour or more to do this. And 
then if we possibly can, have someone to talk it through with, to share what you have 
majored on. It would be great if it were someone who might then in response tell 
their way of doing it to you. This is all about listening, mind. The past is past.       
Everyone’s story is different. And if we can pray through it at all, after the hour or 
more of working it out, focus on thankfulness! You are still here! 
 The next stage is to contemplate what this day/month/year gives you. What are 

you happiest doing? What unravels you? Where are you most energised? What only 

makes you more tired? Again, don’t just think vaguely; put it down on paper, even 

just for yourself, looking for positives and for negatives; and thinking about the mind 

and the body, and about your soul, the longings and loves God has given you. We are 

different every one of us, and knowing who we are before God – well, God is there to 

help us, to support us through trials and to inspire us at all times. 

We all know there is lots we cannot change, but all this is set up to help us be more 

conscious of who we are. God knows us as we are. He loves us as we are. To offer 

self to Him, that was Jesus’ way. We are church when we gather to hear God           

speaking to us. We are church when, with God’s Word anchoring us, we see what we 

are meant to be about. A final, imaginative but not easy task might be this one. Write 

a brief obituary of yourself, thinking about what others would have seen in you, or 

heard from you. Write it. And how would we like that story to be filled out? What is 

there to be done that we have not (yet) done or to be said not (yet) said? 

       Always, if I can help you (or Heidi, or Morven, or Struan, etc) please ask! 
Yours, Peter 



 

Two walked the road 
and as they walked they talked – 

of death and resurrection, of hope and promise, of faith and discernment, 
of love and discipleship, sharing a vocation that is costly and demanding, 

sifting through the detritus for jewels that are buried. 
And between them was the risen Christ, 

listening and encouraging, consoling and affirming, 
making his presence known in the breaking of the bread of life, 

the sharing of stories and disappointments, of comfort and longings. 
Souls laid bare, 

not seeking answers or solutions, not even congratulations or commiserations, 
but simply the sacred gift of listening, 

in which the work of healing, the work of renewal is done. 
Liz Crumlish 

LISTENING IN 
How it matters to listen to another soul with gentleness, not rushing to comment or 
pitch in! I do hope that some of you have had that experience recently. Or perhaps 
you can offer it yourself? Giving time, being attentive, hearing where the other person 
is coming from. 
 In Crown Church we are having a little drive to “listen in” – to listen in to those 
for whom coming together in church is not for whatever reason hitting the spot. Also 
we are listening in to those who have had experience of our new 9.30 service, to 
gauge how that is being participated in and opening up possibilities (a questionnaire 
is out).  
 Conscious that no-one enjoys the experience of not being heard, this little       
section is to encourage you to be in touch, if there is listening that would be helpful to 
you (and to us?). A phone call, an email, or a word with someone else in church 
might be the way to set up a time for that? 
 

JOINING IN 
When Jesus as it were first hit the world, he stirred up interest and had a strong initial 
impact. And then, as he himself very intentionally took his life forward, he invited   
others to join him, to “join in”. Being a member of the church is to own that sense of 
joining in, being on the way as a fellow-traveller with Jesus and thankful that Jesus 
shares carrying our burdens alongside us.  
 Could that be for you? Are you in need of renewal, having been a member for 

years? Are you someone who hasn’t as such yet become a “member”? Would you like 

simply to talk through some questions or issues of faith? These weeks before Easter 

are a great time to set the ball rolling. Let Peter or Heidi know. We can do something 

together. 

Peter 



Do faith and science need each other? 

Many of the early scientists were also clergymen. In a less frenetic age, they were 

able to use  their  intelligence and  training to make  investigations  and correspond 

with each other about their findings. They came together and founded the Royal       

Society whose  fundamental purpose, reflected in its founding charters of the 1660s, 

is to recognise, promote, and support excellence in science and to encourage the   

development and use of science for the benefit of humanity. The early scientists were 

able to carry out their work because their Christian faith led them to the conclusion 

that the universe was ordered  and operated according to laws which could be        

discovered.  

Compare that to today. Visit the 

popular science section in any 

bookshop, and it is the books by 

the  ‘new atheists’ which    

dominate the section on science 

and belief. Books by Dawkins,  

Hitchens  and others are easy to 

read, cleverly argued and have 

seeped into the public         

consciousness in a big way, 

such that many people are   

persuaded that religion is a   

dangerous           delusion which must be eliminated, and that science can give us the 

answers to all our questions. Over the years they have ensured that science and     

religion are seen to be at loggerheads.’ Religion is a fairy story for those who are  

afraid of the dark’ says Dawkins.They have achieved this through false notions about 

the results of science, the nature of faith, and strikingly misunderstood notions of 

God. And they have achieved this despite the large numbers of scientists who are also 

Christians.                          (Continued on next page) 



(Continued from previous page)   

Our world today resembles Paul’s world more than any other age has –politically,          

philosophically and socially. And Paul’s way of dealing with the atheists of his day? He 

described how he encountered the risen Christ. He was NOT a believer, but then he 

met Christ. So he stands before Agrippa (who accuses him of being under the God 

delusion – this is not a new challenge!) and gives his testimony and then says, ‘I’m 

not insane, what I am saying is true and reasonable.  Paul at Mars Hill did not offer 

the resurrection as a  PRODUCT of faith, but a REASON for it, a basis. The                  

resurrection as a fact is the basis on which the Christian can trust in Christ as the Son 

of God. Not a leap in the dark, but a step into the light, based on evidence. 

That approach can help us turn round Dawkins’  quote to become ‘Atheism is a fairy 

story for those afraid of the light.’ 

Many people are left confused about whether faith in God is a tenable position in the 

light of the advances of  science. We aim to open ourselves to debate. Eileen Ardern 

(With thanks to writings or lectures by John Lennox, Tom McLeish and Tom Wright) 

The God Dimension: Do faith and   

science need each other? 

    For the week Sat 29th April – Sat 6th 

May, we are taking part in Inverness           

Science Festival with a presentation on 

screen, in print and image in the sanctuary. 

There will be activities for children. On  

Tuesday 2nd May at 8pm, Rev Alistair P  

Donald, Chaplain to Heriot-Watt University, 

will give a lecture and lead a discussion. ‘Is it 

OK to believe? Why science hasn’t  buried 

God.’ Everything will be open to the general 

public –so please invite any friends who work 

in  science-related fields particularly – and 

plan to come yourself. 



 
 
 
3rd Inverness Boys 
Brigade Company 
 
Annual Fundraiser 
 
 

Coffee Evening (entry: Adults £2.00; 
Children £1.00) 
 

JOIN US FROM 6.30pm 
 
All the usual stalls 
(sweets in a jar; name of the teddy 

and many more) 
 

 

COME AND JOIN US IN THE CHURCH 
HALLS ON FRIDAY 10TH MARCH 2017 

 
 
 
 



Joel Githiji’s Visit 
 

Joel Githinji, our prayer partner from Nepal, arrived in Inverness on 
Wednesday 8 March for a 5 day visit. This is his last visit as his term in   
Nepal is finished and he hopes to join his family, who have settled in     
Baltimore, America, on 16th February 
Joel has had a busy schedule. He visited Inshes Prayer meeting, had a tour 
of the new Highland Hospice, spoke at the Highland Theological college 
and Crown Church Energise, preached at Ness Bank and Glenurquhart and 
Invermoriston and met up with people from Kilmorack and Erchless and 
The Barn. 
He said he had thoroughly enjoyed his visit. He loves the people of       

Scotland and if things do not work out for them in America, he will be 
back. He has promised to keep in touch.         Heather Beck 
 

Comment from the pews 
 

Picture the scene. The beadle  is  
carrying in the bible, followed by the 
minister. As the minister passes a 
child, they cry out “Hi ya!”  
This happened in our church a few     
Sundays ago. Oh that everyone was 
as friendly and welcoming in church! 



The Guild 

Our Burns Supper on the 24th January proved to be a very successful   
evening. After we had done a communal Address to the Haggis we        
enjoyed  a very tasty meal of haggis, neeps and tatties followed by trifle. 
Heather Beck read the poem Kate O'Shanter and Charlie Gallacher sang 
some Burns songs. The evening closed with communal singing of more 
well known Burns songs. 
Our main fundraising event took place on Saturday 4th February. This was 
a repeat of the successful Soup and Pudding lunch which we had done last 
year. There were seven very interesting soups to choose from and many 
puddings which soon disappeared. This event was very well attended and 
raised the sum of £421 for our projects. 
 
The afternoon of 14th saw us all       
at UHI for a pampering afternoon. 
Everyone seemed delighted with 
their facials, makeup or manicures. 
 
 
Our next meeting is on 28th when 
Peter Dunn will come to speak about 
Relate, the counselling service that 
helps people with relationship problems. 
 
On March 3rd we will be leading the World Day of Prayer service in            
Kingsmills Nursing Home at 3pm. We hope many guild members will come 
along. Our other meetings are on the 14th, about the Food Bank, a             
Resource Day on the 18th and our AGM on the 28th when one of our own 
members Elspeth Gibson will tell us about her holiday in the  Philippines. 
And so another year of the Guild will end....a year of happy evenings and 
good friendship. 
 
Dorothy Mein 
Guild Correspondent  



Highland Malawi Trust 
would like to thank all who   
attended the Burns Supper in 
January . The total raised was 
a magnificent £1245 and the 
feedback was extremely          
positive regarding , food,          
entertainment and just the 
whole ambience . Already they 
are being asked for a repeat in 
2018 ! The maidens are     
getting very excited about 
their forthcoming trip in May and looking forward to the challenges that 
lie ahead. 
One disappointing note however is that the Ravens Trust are folding up so 
Reay and Chrisanne can no longer take goods to send out in the banana 
boxes. They will let you all know if the situation changes but for now they 
thank you most sincerely for all the clothing, bedding, toiletries and          
knitted goods that they have received over the past eight years . The          
difference it has made has been immense. Chrisanne  

 
One of our sharp eyed "scouts" 
has drawn to our attention a note 
from a recent City of Inverness 
committee meeting under the 
heading "Wider Achievement and 
Notable Successes": 
 

"S1 pupil Elissa Hunter-Dorans 
won first prize in the homework 

diary Company Ltd's student 
competition." 

 
Well done Elissa! 

 
On the lighter side: 
 
It was Palm Sunday, but because of a sore throat, a 5-year-old boy was kept home 
and away from Sunday school. When his brothers and sisters returned home they 
were carrying several palm fronds. His dad explained that people held these over   
Jesus head as he walked by. "Just my luck" said the wee boy, "the one Sunday I 
don't go, Jesus turns  up!” 



STATED ANNUAL           
MEETING (SAM) 

 
The Stated Annual Meeting of Crown 
Church takes place on Wednesday 22 
March at 7.30 pm. While all Elders 
and Congregational Board members 
should attend, because they need to 

vote the approval of the Accounts, this is for anyone, and we do hope that many will 
want to come. It is not a long night but an important time to take stock spiritually and 
materially of our congregational life.  
 
Members of the congregation are eligible to be elected on to the Congregational 

Board (most usually for 3 years). We would appreciate very much people giving their 

time to manage the buildings, finances, halls and socials organisation: in teamwork 

we can share wisdom and skills! Nomination forms are available at church or from the 

church office. 

Young Crown 
I thought it might be helpful, as a follow on to the article which the Minister placed in 
last month's newsletter, if it were explained how to go about making a regular          
donation for the work of Young Crown. Standing Order forms are available from Gloria 
in the church office. They are very simple and easy to complete. If you have access to 
email, all you need to do is to email Gloria at the church office and she will email a 
copy to you. The form only takes a minute to complete and can then be handed in or 
posted to your bank. 
 
Those of you who use Internet banking do not even need to use the form. All you 
need to know is that the account in question is "Young Crown". The payment is to be 
made to the Royal Bank of Scotland, High Street Inverness. The account name is 
Young Crown (SCI O) the account number is 16741771 and the sort code is 83 – 23 – 
10. 
 
It is also very important that taxpayers complete the accompanying gift aid form since 
the amount of money recovered through gift aid is very considerable. As before, the 
gift aid form is available through Gloria at the church office or can be emailed to you. 
 
As you know, Struan is doing wonderful work with young people and young families 
and it is extremely important that we all support him, not 
just with our prayers, but with as much financial           
assistance as we can reasonably offer. To make matters 
easier, we are arranging to have standing order and gift 
aid forms available at the various entrances to the church. 
 
Bob Forrest 



LIFE AND WORK 
 

MARCH 2017 
 

 
Church and Play 
Jackie Macadam learns about Godly Play, a       
different approach to working with children in the 
Church 
 
A Life of Service 
Jackie Macadam meets writer and storyteller 
Irene Howat 
 
‘You Feel More Dead than Alive’ 
Thomas Baldwin meets a young minister aiming 
to end the stigma around mental illness 
 
‘I Know How You Feel’ 

Three contributors explain why offering sympathy to those suffering chronic or           
long-term illness is better than trying to empathise with their condition 
 
A Time for Reflection  
Ron Ferguson considers the place of Lent in today’s turbulent world. 
 
A Changed and Changing Environment 
The Rt Rev Dr Russell Harr highlights the lessons to be learned from the innovative 
farming communities of Perthshire. 
 
Sacred Space on Your Desktop 
The Very Rev Albert Bogle explains why the internet can be a touching place for the 
presence of God 
 
Opening Doors 
In the final part of his series, the Very Rev Dr Andrew McLellan considers an unlikely 
escape from prison 
 
Plus news, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords – all for just £2.50 
 
Online visit us at www.lifeandwork.org for regular news and exclusive features, find 
us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @cofslifeandwork 
 
Gaelic The Gaelic Supplement for March will be available as a free download from 
www.lifeandwork.org/about-us/gaelic-supplement from February 27. If you would like 
an email notification when it becomes available, please contact  
                      magazine@lifeandwork.org  



Stedfast Association are    
holding a Moodie and Sankey 
evening in Crown Church on 
Friday 10th March at 7:30 
p.m. Entry is by donation and 
all proceeds are going to CHAS 
and the Elsie Normington 
Foundation. Morag Russell 
 
 

 
I would like to express my thanks 
to Morven, Peter and all those at 
Crown Church and the Olive 
Grove who have helped and  
supported me this month. 
 
Your kindness, flowers, gifts, 
cards, good wishes and prayers 
have helped enormously in 
speeding my recovery. 
 
Thank you all most sincerely and 
God bless you all. Lena 
 
 
 
Souper Sunday 
 
Many thanks to all who supported    
Souper     Sunday on 19th February. I 
am delighted to report that a figure of 
£507 was raised (including gift aid). The 
proceeds go to the Church of Scotland 
HIV programme. 
Mairi Main 
 

 
 



 

INVERNESS  INTERFAITH  GROUP 
ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 

SATURDAY 1ST APRIL FROM 3 P.M. 
AT CROWN CHURCH LOUNGE 

PLEASE NOTE ACCESS IS VIA PATHWAY 
FROM PRIMARY SCHOOL SIDE 

 

RECEPTION AND REFRESHMENTS  
(SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS) 

 

PRESENTATION BY MARK HADFIELD 
INVERNESS STREET PASTORS 

 

FOLLOWED BY A.G.M. BUSINESS  
 

 



Daily Bible Readings for March /April 2017 

March 12, 2017 
  Sunday: Tower in Siloam, Luke 13:1-9, 31-35 
Monday: Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman, Luke 13:10-17  
Tuesday: Parables, Luke 13:18-30  
Wednesday: Jesus Heals a Man with Dropsy, Luke 14:1-6  
Thursday: Parable of a Wedding Banquet, Luke 14:7-14  
Friday: Parable of a Great Dinner, Luke 14:15-24  
Saturday: The Cost of Discipleship, Luke 14:25-35  

March 19, 2017 
Sunday: Sheep, Coin, Prodigal Son, Luke 15:1-32 
Monday: The Law of the Firstborn’s Inheritance, Deuteronomy 21:15-17 
Tuesday: Stoning a Rebellious Son, Deuteronomy 21:18-21 
Wednesday: Penitent’s Psalm, Psalm 51  
Thursday: A Righteous Heart, Proverbs 21:1-5  
Friday: The Parable of the Dishonest Manager, Luke 16:1-13 
Saturday: The Kingdom of God, Luke 16:14-18  

March 26, 2017 
Sunday: Rich Man and Lazarus, Luke 16:19-31 
Monday: Sayings of Jesus, Luke 17:1-10  
Tuesday: Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers, Luke 17:11-19  

Wednesday: The Coming of the Kingdom, Luke 17:20-37  
Thursday: The Widow and the Unjust Judge, Luke 18:1-8  

Friday: The Pharisee and the Tax Collector, Luke 18:9-17  
Saturday: The Rich Ruler, Luke 18:18-30  

April 2, 2017 
Sunday: Zacchaeus, Luke 18:31 – 19:10 
Monday: Parable of the Ten Pounds, Luke 19:11-28 
Tuesday: Jesus Cleanses the Temple, Luke 19:45- 20:8 
Wednesday: Parable of Wicked Tenants, Luke 20:9-19 
Thursday:  Jesus is Questioned, Luke 20:20-47 
Friday: The Widow’s Offering, Luke 21:1-19 
Saturday: Destruction of Jerusalem Foretold, Luke 21:20-38 

April 9, 2017 
Sunday: Triumphal Entry (Palm/Passion Sunday), Luke 19:29-44 
Monday: Journey to the Cross, Luke 22:28-46 
Tuesday: Journey to the Cross, Luke 22:47-71 
Wednesday: Journey to the Cross, Luke 23:1-31 

March 5, 2017 
Sunday: Good Samaritan, Luke 10:25-42 
Monday: The Lord’s Prayer and Persistence in Prayer, Luke 11:1-26 
Tuesday: Jesus Criticizes Pharisees and Lawyers, Luke 11:27-54  
Wednesday: Parable of the Rich Fool, Luke 12:1-21  
Thursday: Do Not Worry, Luke 12:22-34  
Friday: Be Alert, Luke 12:35-48  
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MINISTER          Rev Dr Peter Donald,  
PROBATIONER  MINISTER  Mrs Heidi Hercus,  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPT              Patricia MS Crippin,                                                                                                     
BOARD CHAIRMAN                      Bill Mein, 
CLERK TO BOARD                          Judith Macleod,                                                                                                         
TREASURER                            Donald MacKenzie,  
FREEWILL OFFERINGS                Robert Shanks,                                                                                                
GIFT AID TREASURER                   Robert  Hendry,    
CHURCH SECRETARY                  Gloria Mackintosh, Church Office 231140 office@crownchurch.orangehome.co.uk          
SAFEGUARDING                          Joan Merchant       
FACILITIES -CONVENER             Gordon Cameron, 
                                              David MacLellan, 
HALLS  BOOKINGS                        Irene Whyte,    
CARETAKER                                     Eilidh Ross 
GUILD SECRETARY                       Adrienne Adie,  
LADY VISITORS                              Jane Wilson,  
FLOWERS CONVENER                 Ruby Coe,  
NEWSLETTER EDITORS               Bob & M Forrest  
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Readers 
Hannah Donald 

 

Craig Fraser 

 

Rachel Macgill 

 

 

Duncan McKnight 

 

Amy Atkinson 

 

 

Creche 

Irene Munro & G & D 

Thomson 

Jane Smith & Muriel 

Choppy 

Marjory MacKenzie & 

Reay Macgill 

 

Kay Macdonald & 

Sheena Ferguson 

Heather Beck & Helen 

Grant 

Coffee 
Liz Forbes, Irene Munro, Irene        

Sutherland 

Vi Gollan, Eileen Ardern, Kimm Currie 

 

Lena Clarke, Isabelle MacKenzie,      

Alison Caird 

 

Janet MacPherson, Mairi Main, Eleanor 

Ross 

Seonaid MacLellan, Mary Ann           

Buchanan, Marion Barbour 

March Count Team 

Liz Gray 

Bruce Merchant, Moira Cooper, Douglas 

Taylor, Margot Tuley 

 

April Count Team 

Liz Forbes 

John & Marion Barbour,  

Mairi Main, Kay MacDonald 

 

 

March Welcome Team 

North Door Reay & Brian Macgill 

South Door Calum Macleod & Bill Mein 

Midmills North Campbell Freeman &     

Christine Pearson 

Midmills South Alison Harbison 

 

April Welcome Team 

North Door  Moira Cooper & Lily Baillie 

South Door  Ruby Coe & Adrienne Munro 

Midmills North  Colin Baillie 

Midmills South David Merchant 

 

 



 

 
NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

Death 

Mr Alexander Flett,  on 19 February 

 
“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep” (Romans 12.15) 

 

The copy deadline for the April Newsletter is Sunday 26 March 2017.  
 

Contributions should be sent to the Forrests at:  
marionandbobnewsletter@gmail.com  or left in the ’F’ pigeonhole. 

Please note that the newsletter can also be accessed via the church 
website where you will be able to see the photographs in colour. 

  
Published by Crown Church, Inverness (Church of Scotland) 

Registered charity SC 018159 
The Church website is to be found at www.crown-church.co.uk 

 
 
 

Congratulations 
To Ruby and John Coe who 

celebrate their Golden Wedding 
at the beginning of March. 

 
 


