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SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

“If the Son sets you free, you shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) 
Sunday 12 November 9.30 am  The first service 
    10.50 am (NB) Worship for Remembrance Sunday  
    6.30 pm Evening Worship 
Sunday 19 November 9.30 am The first service 
    10.30 am Elders’ Preparatory Worship   

11 am The second service: with the Sacrament of Baptism 
    6.30 pm Evening Worship 
Sunday 26 November 9.30 am The first service 
    11 am The second service 
    6.30 pm Evening Worship 
Sunday 3 December 9.30 am The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
    11 am The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

3 pm  The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
    6.30 pm Thanksgiving Worship: with Special Prayers 

 

Our regular children’s group, “Treasure Seekers”, meets during the second service;  
the first service is more generally all-age in feel. 

There is a weekly Creche on offer at 11 am.  
 

Also, every Friday at 12 noon, prayers – at which people may be 

remembered by name 

 
"Unless the Lord builds the house, 

the builders labour in vain. 
Unless the Lord watches over the city, 

the guards stand watch in vain." 
 

Psalm 127, verses 1 and 2 



FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear friends 
I had a rather eventful month in October, and 
many of you will by now have heard the outcome 
of that. I had been contemplating with some          
seriousness whether to move on from Crown 
Church and an invitation from another church has 
come to me that I felt very sure I should accept.  
Nothing is finally fixed yet, since the historic right 

of congregations to vote on who should be their 

Minister is an important one, and in my case that 

will happen at the end of November. Thus far I 

have simply the invitation to be Sole Nominee, 

from a linked pair of congregations in and on the edge of Airdrie in Lanarkshire. I did 

not apply as such; one of the Nominating Committee by a roundabout way heard of 

me and pressed me at least to meet up, and then from there it became increasingly 

clear that what might not have been on the table as far as my own planning went was 

somehow meant to be. I go forward in faith, and have been glad that the Lectionary 

has been pushing us again and again in recent weeks to ponder how God calls certain 

people to certain tasks, and into certain places, and for all the messiness of human  

response and the complications of life, God does provide. I feel very confirmed in that, 

and truly therefore reflect on the future of Crown Church in the same terms. God will 

provide. 

I hesitate to say much more than this for the present but I do ask for your prayers, for 

myself and Brigid and also for our congregation here at Crown. We are here to be a 

blessing to one another, to encourage one another, on occasion with gentleness even 

to correct one another, and always to love one another. May we keep these thoughts 

to the fore in coming months. I (we!) shall be with you at least until later in January. 

Now, just as importantly, I am delighted that Heidi Hercus, our Probationer, has also 

during October been given an invitation to become a Sole Nominee. Her training is 

over, and all the requirements have been met, amply and with great blessing. And so if 

her future congregation agrees in their vote, she will be heading west, to Ullapool in 

the new year. We are rather hoping that she may stay on with us a little beyond our 

original timescale. However, we shall be marking the end of her official full time with 

us at the 11 am service on 19th November, and I hope that you might especially want 

to be there then. 

“Now to him who is able by the power at work within us to do immeasurably more 
than we can ask or conceive, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus, now 
and forever.” (Ephesians 3.20-21) 
Yours, Peter 



EVENING SERVICES 

 
A small group of us meet to shape 
themes and arrangements for          
evening services, and so for this new 
set beginning in November we shall 
be looking at “words about moving 
on”. Jesus was intent on sharing 
some particular thoughts with his  
disciples as he came near what he 
anticipated would be the end of his 
time with them. Paul likewise offered 

some strong parting words. And in the Old Testament, we will take up a selection, 
looking at how Jacob ended, and then Moses, and then Joshua, and last Elijah.  

Evening services are intimate and rich, and there is always an opportunity for           

questions and discussion at the end for those who have time to stay on. Do come if 

you can. 

PASTORAL VISITS 

I am very keen, as are Heidi and Morven, to 
be in support whenever we can, at home or 
in hospital. Please remember that nowadays 
we get no official notifications at all of peo-
ple being in hospital, and so are 100%        
reliant on word of mouth. 
For those at home, please either contact one 

of us directly or through your Elder or  

newsletter distributor if for any reason you 

would like a Minister to visit. Also, around 

the time of Communion services at church, 

some   already have welcomed the          

opportunity to have Communion at home. 

Do please ask!     Peter   

Plea for Help! 

The church creche urgently needs some new 
volunteers to help out at the creche which is run 
during the course of the 11 am service. Anyone 
who might be able to help, even occasionally, is 
asked to contact Gloria at the church office. The 
telephone number is 01463 231140 and the 
website addresses are office@crown-
church.co.uk and www.crown-church.co.uk 



LOOKING FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

 

Before we Trustees started the “Young 
Crown” project, we gathered in pledges for 
giving and then at the end of the first year 
had a Giving Day. Now that Young Crown 
SCIO is two years old, we hope that some, 
and if possible many of you, might offer 
money either as a one off gift or spread over 
monthly payments. 

At the AGM in September, a full report was made of what Young Crown SCIO is about. 
There is a great deal of activity going on through the week, in the church halls, in 
schools and often in the Olive Grove, all bringing the Christian message and example 
before the eyes and ears of children and young people. Struan, our Coordinator, is also 
very much involved in the life of the church at the weekend and is a great asset there, 
especially in the 9.30 service. The commitment to opening up faith and supporting its 
growth amongst new generations is long-term, and has been tremendously                  
encouraging. If you haven’t seen the full report of what is going on, do ask for a copy 
from the church office (tel. 231140 or email, office@crown-church.co.uk ). 
Here’s the financial situation. Voluntary giving in 2016-17 totalled £18,231.40, made 
up of £7,718.40 in one-off donations, £10,513.00 through regular giving. This was very 
much appreciated. A further £11,48.64 was raised through fundraising, mainly our 
Community Fete and also some online purchasing through “Easy Fundraising”.                 
Outgoings, wages of just under £20,000, tax and National Insurance over £7000 and 
expenses such as teaching materials of around £800 totalled £28,016.79. Our round 
figure budget was £30,000 so we were keeping well within that. However, you can see 
that our income could not meet our expenditure. The good news is that a very              
substantial Gift Aid reclaim sum was returned to us from the Inland Revenue, in               
respect of donations both in 2015-16 as well as 2016-17, and so we ended the             
financial year £1,574,94 in surplus. But it was a close run thing! 
A lot of effort has been put into applying for support from outside trusts and funds. We 
hope very much something will come from that, perhaps even something substantial. 
But at the very least we need to keep giving up to its 2016-17 level and obviously if at 
all possible to increase it. Should we not get any external grants, Gift Aid reclaim in 
this coming year will certainly not be as substantial as before, and we shall be in a 
worrying position.  
So could you please consider your support? If you have given before, might you give 
again? If it is possible to make a monthly or quarterly commitment, might you do that? 
If you are a taxpayer, can you please ensure that we know your details so as to claim 
back Gift Aid?  
Gary McAra . Gloria in the church office also kindly holds for us copies of Young 
Crown’s bank details, and standing order forms.  Or envelopes clearly marked can al-
ways be handed in. THANK YOU!! 

Peter Donald, Mairi Fraser, Jude Madeleine, Judith Macleod, Gary McAra, Alan Nelson 



The Guild  
 

It is difficult to believe that we are 
now into November and the Guild 
year is well under way. October has 
been an  interesting month. We  
welcomed Mairi Matheson on the 
3rd to show us her beautiful   little 
quilts. We were astounded at the 
expertise and patience it must have 
taken to produce such works of  
needlework art. To produce a quilt  
measuring 8inches by 10 and to 
work into it over 1000 tiny pieces of 

material was amazing. A very enjoyable evening. 
 
Our own Heidi Hercus was our speaker on the 17th when she led us in Bible 
Study. She took as her theme the story of Jesus meeting the Samaritan 
woman at the well and the implications for us. A very entertaining and 
thought provoking evening. 
 
The Guild Autumn Rally was held in Ness Bank Church on the 24th when 
the Rev Shuna Dick spoke about her experiences on the Greek island of 
Chios and the refugee camp there. There was a very good attendance at 
this meeting. 
 
Our next meeting is on the 31st when Mark Hatfield will come and talk 
about Street  Pastors, one of the Guild projects we are supporting this year. 
In November we will be having Maureen Kenyon with more films on Old   
Inverness and PC James Boundy  talking about home security and avoiding 
scams. The Big Sing takes place in the East Church on the 24th and tickets 
will be available nearer the time. 
 
In a change to our syllabus we are going to the Florians Pantomime 
on Tuesday 12th December, not the 7th and our Christmas Crackers event is 
cancelled. 
 
Dorothy Mein 
Guild correspondent 
 



Young Crown update 
 

This year’s Young Crown AGM was not just 
a business meeting, but also a moment to 
reflect on and celebrate another year in 
the life of the charity. And what a year it 
has been! 
 
To avoid duplication, I won’t do a full write 
up here – you can still pick up a copy of 
the annual review booklet from me, or 
download one from the website – www.young-crown.co.uk if you’re interested (it’s a 
good read)! 
 
What I wanted to share in this month’s newsletter is something of the style of my   
annual review presentation. In my quest to deliver something just slightly more          
interesting than simply listing off our achievements (which could simply be read from 
the book), I wanted to present something of the excitement of the missional work 
we’re involved in – and indeed place our work in the context of those we’re                  
ministering to. So, I used the Engel scale. 
 
I know what you’re thinking… The Engel Scale was developed by James F. Engel as 
a way of representing the journey from no knowledge of God through to spiritual          
maturity as a Christian believer. The model is used by some Christians to emphasise 
the process of conversion, and the various decision-making steps that a person goes 
through before they become a Christian. 
 
To simplify the scale – it basically starts with a person having no awareness of God or 
developed belief system, through several steps of increasing awareness of / belief in 
God, towards investigating Jesus, discovering the gospel, turning to Jesus and then 
growing in faith and discipleship. The idea is to serve as a healthy reminder that           
everyone is somewhere in that journey towards God – the soul will always be           
searching for home. 
 
We spent some time thinking about how our generational shifts have affected           
individual faith perspectives – and that, with each passing generation not affiliated 
with church, our starting point on the faith conversation slips that little bit further 
down this scale. We then got to celebrating the fact that Young Crown is doing so 
much work in these more marginal areas – starting faith conversations where none 
were previously taking place. Much of Young Crown’s work isn’t necessarily instantly 
visible to the church on a Sunday – which should be no surprise as the church is, by 
definition, at points 11+ on the scale. Much work is required to get people anywhere 
near there! To give you an idea using the picture provided: 
                                                                                     (Continued on next page) 



(Continued from previous page) 
Points 1-4: We’re doing intro level groundwork with toddler groups; schools work –  
assemblies, lessons, Drop in; chaplaincy to uniformed organisations; events; much 
more community engagement; hosting and supporting local mission. 
 
Points 5-9: We’re doing much in building on foundations and helping people meet           
Jesus with Energize; summer clubs; residential weekends. 
 
Points 10-16+: We’re also working on discipleship: developing family worship; Elevate; 
Youth Alpha; training leaders. 
 
As you can see – a broad range of activity across a broad spectrum of people. But 
much of the activity very much at the early stages of evangelism! So I hope you can 
join me in thanking God for all He is doing and all He will do through Young Crown in 
helping many more start on that exciting journey in faith. 
As ever, keep praying! 
Struan. 
 
PS. I was overwhelmed to receive a generous anonymous donation towards the          
replacement of my bike which had sadly been stolen. I am now able to ride around on 
a beautiful, and now fully-and-safely working, restored bike. And feeling well cared for 
whilst I do. Thank you! 



It has been a very busy time at Crown Church these last few weeks. Hope 
you enjoy a few pictures. We have Jimmy Gray addressing the Friendship 
Club. There are photographs of the harvest supper which took place on 
Sunday 1st October. There are also pictures of the Jamaican lunch on          
Sunday 15th October hosted by our intrepid quartet on their return from 
Jamaica. Remember, you can view the photographs in colour on the church 
website! 



3rd Inverness Boys’ Brigade Company 
 

 

 

 

Camp 
 

To mark the end of our 100th year the Boys of the Company Section set off for our    
Annual Camp which was held this year in the Lake District. 
 
22 Boys and Staff attended the weekend which saw us have a day at Blackpool     
Pleasure Beach, do some mountain biking and have a walk round the beautiful town of 
Windermere, rounded all off with a swim at the pool in Perth. 
 
Our accommodation was excellent, the weather stayed reasonably fair and I think eve-
ryone who was able to go   enjoyed the weekend. I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all staff for their help over the weekend. 
 
Gary McAra 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Our Annual Enrolment Service takes place on Sunday 5th November at the 11 o’clock 
service. 



 

 

 

  

3rd Inverness Boys 
Brigade Company 

 

Annual Fundraiser 

COME AND JOIN US IN THE CHURCH 

HALLS ON FRIDAY 24
TH

 NOVEMBER 

2017 

 

 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE (ENTRY: 

£1.00) 

JOIN US FROM 6.30PM 

ALL THE USUAL STALLS, 

CRAFT STALLS, SILENT 

AUCTION, GAMES AND 

MUCH, MUCH MORE 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 
 

Leprosy Mission 
 

The Local Committee of The     
Leprosy Mission wish to thank  
everyone who helped to raise the 
magnificent  sum of nearly £2000 
at the recent Coffee Morning. 
The money is to go towards the 
work in Bangladesh.  

 
 
 

Now that the clocks have gone back, the nights are pulling in and we head 
towards winter, we thought our readers might enjoy this picture of the 

church garden which was taken at the end of summer. We are reluctant to 
name the gardeners as we know there are several people involved.          

However, we thought you might like to know that the newsletter editors 
(and, we strongly suspect, lots of others) really appreciate your efforts in 

producing such a consistently colourful display. 



 



Save the Date! 
 

Crown Church Choir will hold their   
annual Christmas concert in the lower 
hall in the church on Sunday 17th    
December at 2:30 p.m. Afternoon tea  
included with the usual mix of     
Christmas and well loved songs. 
 
Tickets will be on sale from the end of         
November at a cost of £5 each. All  
proceeds will be donated to Inverness 
and Nairn MS Society.  
Eileen Ardern 

 

From the Presbytery 
National Day of Prayer 

Scott McRoberts, Convener of the Presbytery’s Doctrine, Worship & Ecumenical Matters 
Committee has asked for you to notice the arrangements for our own response to the 
Council of Assembly’s Call for a National Day of Prayer. 
 
‘A call to pray that God would do a fresh work amongst His people.’  As a 
Presbytery, we will respond to this call on Saturday 25th November, when 
congregations and presbyteries across the Church of Scotland will be            
gathering on this national day to pray.  We will meet at 9.30-10.30am for 
prayer at Kinmylies Church, with coffee served at 10.30am.  The Doctrine 
and Worship Committee also encourages our congregations to consider 

what they might do on this 
day to join in with the 
prayers across the nation, 
and if they have any plans, 
to inform the Clerk, who 
can share information 
about your gathering with 
the rest of us if you are 
happy for us to join you!’ 
 
 

 
 



Join us on the road! 
 

This November, come and join us On the Road! 
What is it? 
On the Road is a process designed to enable the 
national Councils, who exist only to support the 
local Church in its mission and ministry, to plan 
well for the future.  
The Church of Scotland is getting back 'On the 
Road' this year to share what we have learned 

from listening to church members and to hear your feedback and ideas on our         
report. 
Who is it for? 
These events are an open invitation to everyone connected with the Church. Whether 
you are a regular worshipper, or an occasional attender; whether you take a           
leadership role in your local Church or simply drop in from time to time – ‘On the 
Road' wants to hear from you. We want to listen to folks from every background and 
every congregation: don't leave it to someone else – come and have your say! 
Where and When is it? 

 
  
Find out more and book your place at www.churchofscotland.org.uk/ontheroad. 
We very much hope you can join us – and look forward to seeing you at the event of 
your choice. 
Best wishes, 
 
Martin Scott 
  
Rev Dr Martin Scott 
Council Secretary 
Council of Assembly 
Church of Scotland 
121 George Street 
Edinburgh 
EH2 4YN    

Location Date Time Venue 

Glasgow 11th November 2017 14.00-
16.00 

Renfield St Stephen's Church  

Dundee 16th November 2017 19.00-
21.00 

The Steeple Church  

Inverness 18th November 2017 14.00-
16.00 

Inverness East Church  

Edinburgh 23rd November 2017 19.00-
21.00 

St Andrew's and St George's West 
Church  



 
This year’s CrossReach Christmas Cards and Calendars are available from now until 
mid-December. 100% of the profit CrossReach receives from the sale of the Cards and     
Calendars goes to help the people Crossreach supports.  

**** 
Crown Church Ceilidh 

 
When? Sat 25th Nov 7pm (sharp) -
10pm 
Where? Crown Church Upper Hall 
Bring family and friends 
Wear a touch of tartan 
Dancing, entertainment, stovies. 
Car parking in Crown School 
Tickets for sale in Olive Grove, 
Church Office, and after church          
coffee. 
Tickets £6.  (Family ticket £15 -2 
adults and up to 3 children) 
 
Celebrating 30 years of Launchpad. 
 
 



NOVEMBER 2017 
 

‘Okay God, You Win’ 
Thomas Baldwin considers the new 
Hollywood film The Case for Christ, 
charting one man’s journey from          
atheism to faith. 
 
‘It’s Here’ 
Jackie Macadam meets Dr Pam Cairns 
and learns the shocking truth about 
human trafficking. 
 
Remembrance Prayer 
From the Moderator of the General  
Assembly 
 
Time for Change 
In the second of a series on the need 
for reform in the Church of Scotland, 

the Very Rev Dr John Chalmers urges the church to resist the Presbyterian 
instinct for dispute 
 
The Guild’s Annual Gathering 
Lynne McNeil reports from Dundee’s Caird Hall 
 
When I Needed A Neighbour 
Maureen Jack highlights the response of churches in Lebanon to the          
Syrian refugee crisis. 
 
Congregations Urged to Take Part in World’s Biggest Sleep Out 
A challenge to congregations to help end homelessness in Scotland 
 
Plus news, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords 
 
Online visit us at www.lifeandwork.org for regular news and exclusive 
features, find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @cofslifeandwork 
 

 



 



Daily Bible Readings for November/ December 
 

November 5, 2017 
Sunday, 1 Kings 19:1-18, God Speaks to Elijah 
Monday, 2 Kings 2:1-12, Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
Tuesday, 2 Kings 2:13-18, Elisha Succeeds Elijah 
Wednesday, 2 Kings 2:19-25, Elisha Performs Miracles 
Thursday, 2 Kings 4:1-7, Elisha and the Widow’s Oil 
Friday, 2 Kings 5:1-19, Elisha Heals Naaman 
Saturday, 2 Kings 9:30-37, Jezebel’s Violent Death 
 
November 12, 2017 
Sunday, Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24, Amos: Justice Rolls Down 
Monday, Amos 3:1-8, Israel’s Guilt and Punishment 
Tuesday, Amos 5:18-20, The Day of  the Lord a Dark Day 
Wednesday, Amos 6:1-8, Complacent Self-Indulgent Punished 
Thursday, Amos 6:9-14, Complacent Self-Indulgent Punished 
Friday, Amos 7:1-9, Locusts, Fire, and a Plumb Line 
Saturday, Amos 9:22-25, The Restoration of  David’s Kingdom 
 
November 19, 2017 
Sunday, Isaiah 9:1-7, Isaiah: A Child Is Born 
Monday, Isaiah 11:1-9, The Peaceful Kingdom 
Tuesday, Isaiah 22:1-14, A Warning of  Destruction of  Jerusalem, 
Wednesday, Isaiah 25:1-12, Praise for Deliverance from Oppression 
Thursday, Isaiah 27:1-11, Israel’s Redemption 
Friday, Isaiah 30:8-17, A Rebellious People 
Saturday, Isaiah 32:16-20, The Peace of  God’s Reign 
 
November 26, 2017 
Sunday, Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14, Jeremiah’s Letter to Exiles 
Monday, Jeremiah 1:4-19, Jeremiah’s Call 
Tuesday, Jeremiah 2:1-8, God Pleads with Israel to Repent 
Wednesday, Jeremiah 3:1-5, Unfaithful Israel 
Thursday, Jeremiah 30:1-9, Restoration Promised for Israel and Judah 
Friday, Jeremiah 31:1-6, The Joyful Return of  the Exiles 
Saturday, Jeremiah 31:31-37, A New Covenant 
 
December 3, 2017 
Sunday, Daniel 3:1, 8-30, Daniel: The Fiery Furnace 
Monday, Daniel 1:1-21, Four Israelites at the Babylonian Court 
Tuesday, Daniel 2:1-16, Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 
Wednesday, Daniel 2:17-23, God Reveals Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream, 
Thursday, Daniel 2:24-35, Daniel Interprets the Dream 
Friday, Daniel 2:36-45, Daniel Interprets the Dream 
Saturday, Daniel 2:46-49, Daniel and His Friends Promoted 
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 Readers 

 

Reader from BBs 

 

Linda Moncur 

 

Richard Ardern 

 

Adrienne Adie 

 

 

Communion 

                 Creche 
Helen Grant & Marjory 

MacKenzie 

 

Irene Munro & Muriel Choppy 

 

Jane Smith & Kay Maconald 

 

Helen Grant & Marjory 

MacKenzie 

 

Reay Macgill & Rhona 

Mackenzie 

Coffee 

 

Irene Munro, Irene Sutherland, Liz 

Forbes 

Eileen Ardern, Kimm Currie, Vi 

Gollan 

Isabelle MacKenzie, Alison Caird, 

Lena Clarke 

Mary Ann Buchanan, Marion 

Barbour, Seonaid MacLellan 

 

(Communion) 

 

 

 

 

November Count Team 

Liz Gray 

Bruce Merchant, Moira Cooper, Douglas Taylor, 

Margot Tuley 

 

December Count Team 

Liz Forbes 

John & Marion Barbour, Mairi Main, Kay     

MacDonald 

 

 

 

   

November Welcome Team 

North Door Liz & Jimmy Gray 

South Door Tricia & Bob Hanna 

Midmills North Lucy & David Livingston 

Midmills South Neil Morrison 

 

December Welcome Team 

North Door Marion & John Barbour 

South Door Fiona Carter & Janet MacPherson 

Midmills North Liz Forbes & Alison Donald 

Midmills South Margot Tuley 



 
 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

BAPTISM 

Lewis Arthur Atkinson, son of Mark and Amy, brother of Erin, on 8 October 

 

DEATHS 

Mr Gordon Walker, Castlehill Gardens, on 19 October 

Mrs Annie (Nan) Smith, Annfield Road, on 21 October 

Mrs Catherine Godsman, Scorguie Place, on 25 October 

 

“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep” (Romans 12.15 

 
************** 

 

Highland Malawi Trust Coffee Morning 
 
 
Saturday 25th November 2017 
10am to 12 noon 
(Car parking available in Crown School car 
park) 

 
 
 
 
 

************** 
 

The copy deadline for the December newsletter will be Sunday 26th November 
 

Contributions should be sent to the Forrests at:  
or left in the ’F’ pigeonhole. 

Please note that the newsletter can also be accessed via the church website where you 
will be able to see the photographs in colour. 

 
Published by Crown Church, Inverness (Church of Scotland) 

Registered charity SC 018159 
The Church website is to be found at www.crown-church.co.uk 

 


