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WORSHIP SERVICES 
   

“Lord, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations.”  (Psalm 90:1) 
 
Sunday 11th September 
11 am Morning Worship 
6.30pm  Evening Worship “The order of worship”   
                                     and monthly Special Prayers  

Sunday 18th September 
11 am Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Baptism 
6.30pm  Evening Worship  “Public prayer” 

Sunday 25th September 
11 am Morning Worship with the sacrament of baptism  
                (also the dedication of church organisations) 
6.30pm   Evening Worship  “Preaching” 

Sunday 2nd  October    
11 am Harvest Thanksgiving Worship 
6.30pm   Evening Worship  “Sacraments”  
                                   and monthly Special Prayers 
 
Also: Prayers every Friday at 12 noon remembering people by name.  



FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear friends,  
Summer weather had to be waited for, but in 
the end it came! Schoolchildren were back in 
their classes, but still able I hope to enjoy it. 
Our thoughts go out to these children and 
young people, especially those who are in a 
new phase of their lives – some moving 
away from home for studies – as also to the 
teaching staff, including Mrs MacDonald, the 
new Head Teacher at Crown Primary. 

As I look back over the school           
holidays, I am lifted most of all by what was 
happening through the worship services and 
by the Decathlon clubs which Struan, the 
Coordinator for Young Crown, arranged. 
There was often something so very special 
about the services, whether at 9.30 am or 11 am. We were seated a little differently at 
both, of course; and we had some very interesting visitors. Colin and Sine and Gareth 
Rous, visiting us from Turkey, gave us a Bible in Turkish as a memento – little knowing 
that that very week I had met a Turkish-speaking person in Inverness. Our own    
daughter Hannah gave an impromptu report on her time away at another service, as 
well as running a special event. There was a sense of closeness and support and           
caring: how these should characterise the life of a church! A place for strangers and a 
readiness to encounter one another even in new ways. And not only did we have such 
good numbers of children in worship all through the summer – a matter which in          
previous years has caused concern about it not happening – but also in the midweek 
evenings, two Decathlon clubs welcomed regularly good numbers, including many who 
otherwise have not been closely connected with us. Praise God! 

And so what comes? Two baptisms recently of children after a long gap without 
any, and now we’re looking forward to more children being baptised this month of  
September, and young people making professions of faith. Adult discipleship             
opportunities are starting up again; and there are plans for being more intentional with 
prayer for what is either happening or hoped for. We shall have our annual Dedication 
service, intending to pray for people in church organisations or in groups meeting in 
our buildings; and at the beginning of October Harvest Thanksgiving. And we shall host 
a new children’s evening group (“Energize”) and support outreach ventures in the local 
secondary school and the prison. 

So … I hope a good time to be part of Crown Church! And if for some reason you 
have not been around very much, come in or come back! You are precious in the sight 
of God: that is our faith, and so we learn to love one another as we have been loved 
(linger on John 13.34-35!). 

 

Yours, Peter 



Highland Foodbank and Harvest Thanksgiving 

 

Many thanks to those of you who continue to    support 

the Highland Foodbank. The level of need for the       

Foodbank has remained high. In the past financial year the  

Foodbank has been able to help 3,245 people in Inverness 

and Nairn with a short term supply of food to help them 

through a difficult time.  The provision of help has been 

possible only because of the generosity of the public,     

especially the members and friends of churches with         

donations of food. The Foodbank would like us to support 

them at Harvest Thanksgiving again this year, thus making 

a difference in people’s lives in the weeks and months ahead. 

 

The Foodbank are asking us to consider donating the following items: 

 

Jars of Pasta Sauce 

Longlife Fruit Juice 

Oatcakes 

Tins of Tomatoes 

UHT Milk 

Toothpaste 

 

Donations of used or new ‘bags for life’ and tin openers would also be very welcome. 

Our Harvest Thanksgiving Service is on Sunday 2nd October.  

 

&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

STOP PRESS FOR YOUNG CROWN 
Struan’s Energise Club started on Thursday evening 25 August for P4—P7 with 19 

young folk attending the first Club. Have a look on the young Crown website or 

speak to Struan if you would like to join. They meet from 6.30 to 8 pm. Lots of fun, 

sports, crafts, a tuck shop and a bit of time to explore the Bible too.  

Faith comes from hearing the message 

 

Struan and Farquhar Forbes have been busy at the Drop In at Millburn Academy 

which saw them give out 24 hot chocolates (with most people staying for a chat!) 

 

Please keep them in your prayers! 

  



YOUNG CROWN  
 
It is almost a year since the firm plans 
were made for setting up Young Crown 
SCIO, a means both to employ a Youth 
and Children’s Coordinator and to focus 
energies on reaching out to children and 
young people in our area. A great deal 
has happened since then; while a little of 
it has fed directly into Sunday services, 
the very large part of the work has been 
during the week, daytime and evening, 

making connections with families and children and young people with a commitment 
to sharing the transforming grace of God in Jesus Christ.  
 
I hope very much that many in the congregation will be keen to support, whether for 
the first time or continuing, this outreach. For that reason there will be a Giving Day 
on Saturday 24th September – between 10 am and 2pm in the Lounge, Trustees will 
be in the church Lounge to receive donations or pledges, or if you can continue    
giving regularly through a bank as you have done, or even increase it, that would be           
wonderful. 
 
On Wednesday 28th September, at 7.30 pm, there will be a Members’ meeting to 

which anyone is welcome, at which the accounts and a reporting of this first year of 

Young Crown SCIO will be given – not to mention plans as Young Crown looks          

forward!  

 

WELCOME TO MRS HEIDI HERCUS! 
 
Mrs Heidi Hercus starts as our new Probationer 

Minister on 1st September. A fuller biography will 

follow, but as it happens she is no great stranger 

to us at Crown. When her father Dr Willis Jones 

was Associate Minister, she was a Youth Worker in 

New Jersey in the USA and welcomed some of our 

young people on a memorable trip out there. 

Since then she has done youth work in Ayrshire, 

served in Trinity parish here in Inverness and most 

recently undergone training for the ministry. The probationary 15 months are the last 

part of her training, and she will work full-time with us over that period. We welcome 

her warmly and look forward very much to her sharing with us in worship and            

witness! 



Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 
 
Again, this year we will be collecting shoeboxes for 
Blythswood at Crown Church. 
This year, we will be collecting full shoeboxes only. 
These will be checked before distribution and 
should include the usual items, which can be found 
listed in the 2016 leaflet. If you feel you are unable 
to fill a shoebox on your own, perhaps ask          
someone to work with you. Or alternatively, you 
can make a small donation to Blythswood's          
Christmas appeal in a clearly marked envelope.     
Shoebox Leaflets will be available at the doors of 

the church throughout September or at The Drawing Room or Olive Grove.  
Filled shoeboxes can be brought to church throughout the month of October.  
In recent years, Blythswood have had a shortfall in the number of boxes for teenage 
boys.  Because of this I would urge you to fill a box for this category.  Obviously, if 
you find this too difficult, please select any age/gender you'd prefer.  
If you have any queries please feel free to speak to either Angela Murdoch or Mairi 
Fraser  
 

Mark 12:30-31New                   
International Version  

 
"Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ The sec-

ond is this: ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ There is 
no commandment greater than 

these"  
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

To Alice and Bill Morrison who celebrated their  
diamond wedding anniversary last month. 

 
 



 



Goodbye Berlin 
 
The Biography of Gerald Wiener 
by Margaret M. Dunlop  

 
The 24th of March, 1939, was a poignant day for twelve-year-old Gerald Wiener. He 
was on a train pulling out of Berlin and he was on his way to the UK to escape           
persecution in Nazi Germany. He was one of the thousands of unaccompanied          
children saved by the Kindertransport. Looked after by two sisters in Oxford, his          
abilities as a scholar became apparent and from an early age he was set on the road 
to academic achievement. 
 
There followed a            
distinguished career as a 
research scientist in          
Edinburgh, where he 
made a genetic discovery 
that received                
international recognition. 
His research department 
was a centre of             
excellence and members 
of his team went on to 
make an astonishing 
breakthrough in genetics, 
the cloning of Dolly the 
sheep. 
During his career Gerald 
was also in demand to assist agricultural  development in China,   India, the secretive 
North Korea and many other countries, and his trips during these years are full of         
incident and fascinating human and social insights. It was while he was on a               
postdoctoral  fellowship in the USA that he discovered he had a large family in           
California. He had known nothing of them as his mother and father had parted when 
he was only two years old. His aunt and stepmother gave him compelling accounts of 
their escapes from Hitler, via Shanghai, and life under the Japanese during the War. 
Their stories, and that of Gerald himself, are amazing tales of resilience and triumph 
over adversity. This book shows how one man’s life and achievements mirror the 
great events of the second half of the twentieth century and the opening years of the 
new millennium. 
 
(Margaret M. Dunlop is the wife of Gerald Wiener, one of our members. Born and 
brought up in Glasgow, she became a teacher, and eventually a head teacher in the 
Scottish Borders. She and Gerald married in 1985. She is the author of two fiction              
titles, Marching in Scotland – Dancing in New York and Blind Date in Gibraltar.) 



 



The local Committee of The Leprosy   
Mission is holding its annual Coffee  
Morning on Saturday 1st October at 
10am in the Free North Church Hall, 
Church Street (via the gate between New 
Start and the Clansman Hotel ).  Tickets 
are available from Marion Barbour at £3 
each or at the door.  

Offers of baking or donations for the sales table are welcome.  Marion will uplift ,if 
necessary.  
Please support this worthwhile cause.The money raised will go towards Bankura     
Vocational Training Centre in West Bengal where young people aged 17 to 35 who 
have been affected by leprosy receive vocational training.    
 
The Friends of Cameron House, which 
is the home run by the Church of 
Scotland for people with dementia and 
Alzheimers, are having their 
annual Afternoon Tea with various stalls in 
the Scout Hall, Green 
Drive (off Culduthel Road) on Saturday 
24th September 2 - 4pm. Tickets 
are £3 with children under 12 free.  Any 
donations of baking, 
preserves, veg etc would be much          
appreciated.  We very much rely on 
and appreciate the support we get from 
all the Churches in and around 
Inverness.  Kay MacDonald  

 

 

 

MENS CLUB 
                       
There will be a meeting in 
the upper hall at 7:30pm 
on Tuesday 20th            
September. The purpose of 
the meeting will be to         
determine the future of the 
Men’s club.    
  

Alex. Grant 
 



 
 

CROWN CHURCH GUILD 
 

 
Be Bold, Be Strong 

 
Surely that means Stand up for Jesus 

 
Share our faith, Spread his Word. 

 
The Guild’s work is just that—encouraging fellowship by friendship 

 
 

Come and share our evenings. 
 

Various topics, interesting speakers, musical nights, quizes - always with 
God’s presence in our midst. 

 
Be Bold, Be Strong. Come and spend an evening with us. 

 
We’ll make You very welcome. 

 
Meetings are held every second Tuesday in the Lower Hall at 7.30pm 

Commencing Tuesday 20th September 
 
 

Go in Peace 



The Guild 

 
Now that the summer break is almost 
over we are looking forward to the 
start of a new session of the Guild. The 
committee have spent the last few 
months putting together a programme 
which should prove interesting for all. 
 
Our first meeting is on Tuesday 20th 
September when our own Bob Shanks 
will come along and talk about medals 
and militaria. Bob is extremely        
knowledgable about military history so 
this should be an interesting evening. 
 

At the first meeting in October, on the 10th, we welcome David Henderson, the        
custodian of the Joseph Cook Collection, talking about 'Old Inverness'. These slides 
and photographs show how Inverness looked in the past and how much it has 
changed over the years. 
 
Over the session we will have speakers talking about refugees, history of highland 
hospitals, food banks, FGM and family problems to mention but a few. On a lighter 
note there is to be a pampering evening and a visit to the pantomime. 
 
As well as welcoming existing members of the Guild we are always looking for new 
members to join us. Everyone is welcome....men as well as women. You will be          
assured of a warm welcome. 

Dorothy Mein 
Guild Correspondent  
 

BIBLE STUDIES 
After the summer break, we begin again to offer two times for Bible study in           

company with others. A Tuesday morning, 10.15 for a 

10.30 start, will allow us to dig a little into the letters 

to the Thessalonians, very early texts in the New             

Testament which were written to a church in ancient 

Greece. A Wednesday evening will be  taking up the 

longest and probably richest letter in the New Testa-

ment, namely to the Romans. Anyone is welcome to 

come along to these as we seek to be disciples                

together,   learning and hoping to live in the light of 

the risen Christ. 



Greetings from Joel Githinji in Nepal 
 

Greetings, 
 
The political situation in Nepal is still very 
fragile. I have had successful visits to 
Dhading, Sunsart, Rupandehi and Rukum 
Districts. It was encouraging to meet the 
beneficiaries and hear testimonies of 
those whose lives have been           
transformed. 
In Nepal the monsoon spread across the 
entire country speeding up the paddy 
planting and erasing fears over farm and 
economic growth after two years of 
drought. However the monsoon adds to 
earthquake victims’ woes. Life has            
become unbearable for local people in 
some areas affected by earthquake. 
Some of the earthquake victims are lying 

under makeshift tents that get inundated after rainfall and reconstruction work has 
been halted in rural areas. In some places the displaced people moved to a forest 
above the settlement, clearing the bushes to build shelters as their homes were on a 
landslip path. One villager, Kanchha Tamang said,”We are taking shelter in a nearby 
cave as the landslide inches closer to our settlement.” The assessment report shows 
492 settlements in 11 quake affected districts as vulnerable to disasters particularly 
landslides. 
 
In Rukum 25 church leaders were trained on disaster risk reduction. We walked for 3 
days to reach the remote areas where we conducted the training. I was impressed 
to see churches willing to work with the community and yearning for more             
knowledge on disaster management. The current ongoing projects are the             
construction of water collection points and developing irrigation systems using water 
from the upper stream. The water pipeline was installed in Rangsi village, a masonry 
tank construction completed and 1000 apple seedlings were transplanted as part of 
an environmental conservation initiative.  
 
I visited Magma village with an UMN 9United Mission to Nepal) team to assess the 
impact of the ongoing health project on environment. Among the places visited were 
the Magma Birthing Centre, the health post, a water resource conservation site and 
the community’s fruit and tree nurseries.  
 
There was another review meeting for 50 church representatives, coordinators and 
facilitators from Dhading and Nawalparasi Districts. It was encouraging to see how 
churches were engaged in development work with communities using their own    
resources and how Bible Study groups have emerged as a result. 



(contined from last page) I visited partners LCS and NJSS implementing HIV work 
and discussed with them their long term plans and explored areas of capacity needs. 
The organisations have been working directly with people living with HIV. The Peer 
Educators and people living with HIV have started having interaction meetings. Some 
new peer educators realised the need for sharing information on HIV and working 
closely with people living with HIV to reduce self stigma. During my visit several 
things were identified: the need for church leaders to envision their future to ensure 
people living with HIV are involved, churches motivated and encouraged through       
increased awareness and sharing of information by partners. 
 
Please pray for: 
• The new UMN interns who have joined this year. 
• The success of the business started by 25 people living with HIV in the Sunsari 
province. 
• The 8 church leaders from Dolakha District arrested and accused of having         
intention to convert children to Christianity. The case is still in court. The Government 
is still keen on enforcing the law on Offence related to Religion – no converting of      
another’s religion. 
• 16 children who are affected with AIDS that they will continue their education. 
• 75 people living with HIV who are directly benefitting from community home based 
care. 
• All care givers and volunteers supporting people living with HIV. 
• Peer Educators as they continue to provide accurate information on HIV 
My holiday with my family and my safe return to Nepal in Mid August. 

 
With love in Jesus and God bless you all 
Joel, Agnes, Grace and Francis 

A SHORT SERIES FOR  EVENING 
WORSHIP 

 

We shall begin a short series for evening          

worship on 11th September – each service 

standing in its own right, but also in           

connection one with the other. It is an           

opportunity for us to explore thoughts about 

parts of the worship service. What is an order 

of worship about? How does   public prayer 

work? What is the need for preaching? And finally, where do sacraments fit in? I shall 

lead some teaching on these issues and then hope that people will wish to engage a 

little through questions and discussion over a cup of tea or coffee  afterwards. Anyone 

is welcome. The service lasts around 45 minutes, and the round-off over refreshments 

sometimes as long again, or shorter – depending on who has things to ask or say! 

You can come to just the first part or to the whole thing.  



CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Congratulations to Mrs Ann 
Johnston who received the Marsh 
Trust Award in London earlier this 
summer for her work with Contact 
the Elder ly. Another two          
volunteers Meg Johnstone and 
Carolyn Currie accompanied Ann 
to London. 
Ann organises monthly teaparties 
for older people in the Inverness 
area who live alone. Her           
involvement started in 1998 when 
she was asked to be volunteer 
host and as such welcomed a 
group of around seven people in 
her home for afternoon tea once 
or twice a year. In 2009 Ann be-
came a group co-ordinator for the        

organisation, arranging monthly teaparties on Sunday afternoon for her 
group of seven guests, now aged between 80 and 93. All look forward to 
the monthly outing and enjoy the friendships the group has forged.  
Ann is very modest about her award and accepted it on behalf of all the 
volunteer hosts and volunteer drivers of the organisation. Mrs Janet 
MacPherson is another member of Crown Church who is a group             
co-ordinator. There are four other groups in Inverness at present and a      
waiting list of people who would like to attend the teaparties.  
Ann says that to be host is a delight. The hosts provide sandwiches, scones 
and cakes with tea or coffee, every eight months or so. Some hosts are 
fantastic bakers, others fantastic buyers of cakes and scones: all enjoy the 
company of their elderly guests. The host needs to have easy access to 
their house as stairs can be difficult and an accessible bathroom. Hosts and 
drivers are needed and as there is a waiting list, a new group in the        
Inverness area would be a great help. 
To find out more about volunteering in any capacity with Contact the     
Elderly, contact Morna O’May, head of the service in Scotland at 
morna.o’may@contact-the-elderly.org.uk or on 01786 871264. 

 



LIFE AND WORK 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 
‘Everybody Wants to Come Home’ 
Kathy Galloway reflects on a visit to    
refugee camps in Greece 
Frances Guy, Christian Aid’s head of          
Middle East, describes the challenges of 
the refugee crisis 
 
Our Man in Europe 
Professor Ian Forrester QC, Church of 
Scotland elder and expert in European 
law, discusses the impact of brexit 
 
Letter from America 
The Rev Dr Derek Browning reports from 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) 
 
Walking the Camino 
Adrian Shaw looks back on his journey 
along the ancient pilgrim route 
 
A ‘Parable of the Church’ 
The Rev Dr Jared Hay looks at the history and life of the Taizé Community 
 
‘The Best Job in the World’ 
The Moderator, the Rt Rev Dr Russell Barr, asks readers to help him recruit more          
ministers to the Church of Scotland 
 
6.5 Million Face Food Shortage 
Scottish charities, supported by the Church of Scotland and the Scottish Government, 
have launched emergency appeals following the failure of harvests in Malawi 
 
Q and A 
The third of the Rev Laurence Whitley’s series on Hebrew poetry in the Bible 
 
Plus news, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords – all for just £2.20 
 
Online visit us at www.lifeandwork.org for regular news and exclusive features, or 
find us on Facebook and Twitter. 



 

GOD’S OWN SPRINTER… 
 
Doug McRoberts on the real story of Eric      
Liddell, the man who wouldn’t run on a Sun-
day, but who won one of the most famous 
Olympic Gold medals in history – and who 
could easily have won six more, equalling Sir Chris Hoy’s more recent 
achievements… 
 
Eric Liddell is one of my all-time great heroes. A genuine Scottish sporting superstar, 
with achievements in track athletics and international rugby which have never been 
equalled.  A dedicated Christian minister and missionary, who gave his life in the          
service of God.  And a man whose story is hardly even scratched in the film that made 
him a modern hero – Chariots of Fire.  
 
His Olympic gold medal was achieved in Paris in 1924 in the 400 metres, in a world 
record time of 46.7 seconds, almost two seconds faster than the pre-Olympics record 
– and three seconds faster than Eric had ever run before! That, in itself, is an              
astonishing achievement. 
 
But it wasn’t his best event!  He was favourite for the 100 metres, but the year before 
the Games, he found that the heats would be run on a Sunday, and he said he     
wouldn’t do it – but would train for the 200 and 400 metres instead.  He won a 
bronze in the 200, and three days later completed the finest Olympic achievement by 
any Scots track athlete ever – even more remarkable than the golds and records 
achieved more recently by Allan Wells and Liz McColgan. Indeed, when Allan Wells 
won the 100 metres gold in Moscow in 1980, he said he wanted simply to dedicate his           
achievement to the memory of Eric Liddell.  
 
But I bet there aren’t many people who can say that their father actually ran against 
Eric Liddell – and won!  It was at Greenock, on a grass 
track in pouring rain in the summer of 1921, when Eric 
was 19 and my dad was 17, and Eric slipped coming off 
his start.  (There were no blocks in those days; the ath-
letes carried their own trowels to dig their own starting 
holes!)  It was in a 100 yards heat, and my dad recalled 
that, in the final, he lost to Eric by at least 10 yards, and 
knew he had met a future champion.  Eric’s main recol-
lection of the day was that he lost his trowel in the mud!  
 
For Eric, a star Scottish rugby international winger at the 
age of 19, life was always about commitment, rising to 
challenges, and going for victory.  In international rugby, 
his career was short – seven games, but Scotland won 
six of them, losing the other one by only two points.  



(Continued from previous page) In the 1923 season, he scored the only two tries 
of the game in a tightly-fought win against Ireland in Dublin, and in the Welsh match 
in Cardiff, where his try produced the winning three points in an 11-8 victory, he was 
carried off the field to the cheers of the entire crowd on the shoulders of the Welsh 
backs, in a sporting compliment which remains absolutely unique in international 
rugby. He has another unique sporting claim – one he never knew about. Because he 
was born in China (son of a Scots missionary), and died there, China’s Olympic           
movement actually claims his gold medal as China’s first-ever Olympic Gold! 
 
He was – and remains – a real inspiration to his own generation, and to the               
generations which followed.  Scotland’s greatest track athlete – certainly.  And one of            
Scotland’s great Christians.   
 
On the two Sundays of the Olympic Games in Paris in 1924, Eric missed the chance 
of three further gold medals.  The 100 metres gold was won by UK team captain 
Harold Abrahams, whom Eric had repeatedly beaten in pre-Olympic races.  And on 
the final day of the Games – also a Sunday – the UK sprint relay teams won a bronze 
in the 4x100 and a silver in the 4x400.  Eric had been part of both teams in earlier 
rounds; if he had run in the final, in anything like his normal times, the 4x400 would 
have been a certain gold, and the 4x100 either a gold or a silver.  In fact, shortly   
after the Olympics, Eric ran the final leg in a 4x400 in which he carried the baton 
home to gold for the British team, beating the American team which had won    
Olympic gold…  

 

But on both Sundays of the Olympics, Eric was in the Scots 
Kirk in Paris, honouring God.  He would spend the rest of 
his life doing exactly that.  He never ran in the Olympics 
again – though he did beat the 1928 medallists over both 
200 and 400         metres in times which would have 
brought him two more certain Olympic golds.  By this time, 
he was in China, as a minister and missionary.  The races 
were at the Darien Games – and after the 400 metres there 
was a hilarious incident.  Eric had some 40 minutes to get 
to the dock to catch the steamer back to his mission station.  
The steamer wouldn’t wait.  So Eric ran through the tape, 
and paused to collect his medal and stand to attention while 
the  British National Anthem was played.  Then he dashed 
for a          waiting taxi.  But he had to stop again, halfway 
out the stadium, because the French national anthem was 
being played for the silver medallist!  Then he threw himself 
into the taxi, which raced onto the dock just as the steamer 
pulled away from the jetty.  Eric, out of the taxi even before 
it stopped moving, ran to the end of the jetty, threw his 
bags over the growing gap and then jumped some 15 feet 
on to the steamer! (continued on next page) 

Eric Liddell at the 
moment he won 
Olympic gold… 



(continued from previous page) He was now running what St. Paul described as 
the straight race.   When war broke out between Japan and China, Eric was literally 
caught in the middle.  His ministry was one of long suffering, and dedicated, selfless 
service.  On one occasion, he carried two dying men on a little cart back to his           
missionary station.   
 
It took five days of dodging Japanese tanks and soldiers and, when the wheels             
collapsed, he improvised a litter.  Then he himself was imprisoned, after first                
sending his wife Florence and their two little girls to safety in Canada.  Florence was 
pregnant, and Eric would never see his third child.  He died of a brain tumour in 
early 1945, in a Japanese internment camp, still ministering to his people.   
 
So in this Olympic year, remember Scotland’s greatest athlete – God’s own sprinter, 
Eric Liddell.  He once said “The Kingdom is where the king reigns… If he is reigning 
in my heart, then the Kingdom of Heaven has come to me”.  In 2008 – just ahead of 
the Beijing Olympics – the Chinese revealed that Eric had been offered release from 
his internment, after Churchill had approved a deal with the Japanese for prisoner 
exchange. Eric refused – in failing health, unable now to walk properly, his speech 
slow and halting following a stroke, he nevertheless gave his place to a pregnant 
woman.  For many years his final resting place was lost. In 1989, it was               
rediscovered, and a memorial stone from Scottish granite was commissioned. It has 
a simple inscription, from Isaiah chapter 40: They shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run and not be weary.  
 
His story is one of Christian triumph – of victory over this world, and the certainty of 
an even greater life to come in God’s nearer presence.  When he was asked by            
reporter Frank Wright how he could run so well, he said “Well, I run the first half as 
fast as I can, until there’s nothing left.  Then God takes over.”  If that’s not a lesson 
in Christian living, I don’t know what is! 

Weihsien internment 
camp, North China –  
the last known       
picture… 

Eric Liddell’s Olympic gold. A winner reaching out to 
help someone who has fallen.  A picture of Eric’s 
life! 



 



An Update from Hannah Donald 
30 August 2016 
 
Hello everyone, 
 

So, here is a little something that I hope will summarize what I did with 
YWAM (Youth With a Mission) whilst in Greece and Turkey on our Outreach     
mission.  I hope this will bring you an insight into what we were doing and also 
what it was like for us out there. 

 
Firstly, YWAM is a global Christian missions organisation that trains young 

people through Bible schools (known as Discipleship Training Programs, “DTS”) 
and then sends them out to spread the good news of Jesus Christ and to act out 
of his love. This is what I signed up for, completing my DTS in Queenstown, New 
Zealand, and heading off to Greece and Turkey for my missions trip. 

 
In Greece, we were working with refugees on the Greek island of Lesvos, 

the island that has taken the largest number of refugees since this crisis began. 
The refugee camp, Moria, is currently holding between 4000-5000 refugees, all in 
tents or cells, as the refugee campus is actually a Greek federal prison. As       
volunteers, we work at the camp on a shift rota system, coming in for the day 
shift (8am-4pm), the evening shift (4pm-12am) or the night shift, also known as 
the “graveyard shift” (12am-8am). These shifts covered a range of duties        
including registering new arrivals, handing out clothes, guarding gates for crowd 
control, setting up tents, passing out mops – pretty much doing whatever needed 
done. I have to say that my favourite shift to be on duty was the night shift; here 
you had the chance to hear people share their stories. They would stay up until 
the early hours of the morning showing you their pictures of their homes, their 
families, their culture; everything they had left behind. During the day, the heat 
of the Greek sun mixed with the yells of a Pakistani translator asking for another 
pair of shoes could lead you to struggle to find the love that you were there to 
share. But when you meet that translator that night, in the calmness of the 
graveyard shift, and find out that he was once the Italian Ambassador’s        
translator, that his brother drowned in the crossing when their illegal rubber   
dinghy capsized and his wife and two kids were picked up by the Turkish police 
and sent back to Pakistan whilst he got picked up by the Greek police and was 
brought to Moria, your frustration from earlier fades as the realisation of what 
these people go through brings up a compassion in you, you never thought you 
could feel. This man wanted to help the volunteers at Moria but told us his name 
was too long for us to pronounce, so he asked us to call him Neighbour. 

 
 Continued on next page  



(continued from previous page)  
 
Lesvos was probably the most impactful volunteering that I have ever done. 
This crisis is real and on going. I had the blessed opportunity to experience it 
first hand and I just pray that as much as I’d like to return, I won’t have to. 
 
 
Turkey was another story altogether. We were ultimately doing much more 
first-world evangelism; coffee ministry, praying for individuals, going to the         
Istanbul House of Prayer, praying with women who were victims of the sex         
trafficking industry and playing with the Kurdish and gypsy children. All of 
these things seem almost simple ideas compared with our time in Lesvos.  
However, what we saw here was a nation that has been labelled and shunned; 
it is unstable, there is no denying, but does that mean they are not worth our 
time and prayers? Through Turkish history, Kurdish people have been seen not 
worth any Turk’s time. However, every Saturday we would go up a hill to where 
the Kurds and gypsies resided and play with the children. It was their parents 
that were ultimately astounded by this simple act because nobody plays with 
them. They are barely acknowledged when down the street. 
  
Turkey showed me the importance of humanity from a community perspective; 
how even in Inverness, where things seem a lot simpler, we can still strive to 
love another no matter who they are, where they’re from, what their back-
ground is. They are all children in the eyes of God and we are their family. 
Greece revealed aspects of humanity through a global perspective, crushing 
any and all assumptions about the situation.  I’ll admit that before I left, I 
heard the word “refugee” and all I thought of was the concept of   people  
coming to the UK looking for jobs.  Now, when I hear that word tossed around 
the High Street, I think of Neighbour. He, who did not want to leave Pakistan, 
his home, but who was forced to leave in order to gain a hope for his family. 
Not a guarantee, just a hope. That area of the world has a lot of labels stuck to 
it, terrorism being number one. But the reality of how many of those out there 
who are actually seeking destruction and terror over the numbers of those who 
just want to live their normal lives, in their own home country, speaking their 
own language, is striking. So, I pose the question: are we to live in fear of the 
1% or live aiding the 99%? 
 
Hannah 
 



READINGS 
September 11, 2016 
Sunday: Creation and Fall, Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8 
Monday: Cain and Abel, Genesis 4:1-16 

Tuesday: Noah, Genesis 6:11-22 

Wednesday: The Tower of Babel, Genesis 11:1-9 

Thursday: God Calls Abram, Genesis 12:1-9 

Friday: Abram Lies to Pharaoh about Sarai, Genesis 12:10-13:1 

Saturday: Abram and Lot Part Ways, Genesis 13:2-18 

September 18, 2016 
Sunday: Abraham’s Descendants, Genesis 15:1-6 

Monday: Abraham’s Sacrifice, Genesis 22:1-19 

Tuesday: Isaac and Rebekah, Genesis 24:1-67 

Wednesday: Jacob Steals Esau’s Blessing, Genesis 27:1-29 

Thursday: Jacob Marries Leah, then Rachel, Genesis 29:9-30 

Friday: Jacob Wrestles an Angel, Genesis 32:22-32 

Saturday: The Rape of Dinah, Genesis 34:1-31 

September 25, 2016 
Sunday: Joseph’s Dream, Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-21 
Monday: Egyptian Midwives Save Hebrew Babies, Exodus 1:1-22 
Tuesday: Birth and Youth of Moses, Exodus 2:1-25 
Wednesday: God Calls Moses, Exodus 3:1-15 
Thursday: Plagues 1-3, Exodus 7:1-8:19 
Friday: Plagues 4-6, Exodus 7:20-9:12 
Saturday: Plagues 7-9, Exodus 9:13-10:29 

October 2, 2016 
Sunday: Passover and Deliverance, Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8 
Monday: Pillars of Cloud and Fire, Exodus 13:17-22 
Tuesday: Crossing the Red Sea, Exodus 14:1-31 
Wednesday: Songs of Moses and Miriam, Exodus 15:1-21 
Thursday: Manna and Quail, Exodus 16:1-36 
Friday: Jethro Advises Moses Concerning Leadership, Exodus 18:1-27 
Saturday: The Ten Commandments, Exodus 20:1-21 



 

Sep 

11 

 

18 

 

25 

 

Oct 

2 

 

9 

 Readers 
Fiona MacNeil 

 

Richard Ardern 

 

Jane Smith 

 

 

Donald 

MacKenzie 

Gill Silver 

 

                 Creche 
Marjory MacKenzie,& 

Muriel Choppy 

Reay Macgill & Ruby 

Coe 

Irene Munro & G & D 

Thomson 

 

Jane Smith & Sheena 

Ferguson 

Helen Grant & Muriel 

Choppy 

Coffee 
Alison Caird, Lena Clarke,        

Isabelle MacKenzie 

Eleanor Ross, Janet MacPherson, 

Mairi Main 

Marion Barbour, Seonaid 

MacLellan, MaryAnne Buchanan 

 

Liz Forbes, Irene Munro, Irene 

Sutherland 

Vi Gollan, Eileen Ardern, Kimm 

Currie 

 

September Count Team 

Pat Douglas 

Heather Beck, Sue Skelton, Robert & 

Aileen Laing, Donald Morrison 

October Count Team 
Ian Akers, Helen Boynton, Richard 

Ardern, Alastair MacPherson, Robert 

Shanks 

 

September Welcome Team 

North Door Chrisanne & Stewart Robertson 

South Door Evelyn Reid &  Ann Johnston 

Midmills North Robert & Aileen Laing 

Midmills South Elspeth Gibson 

October Welcome Team 

North Door Marjory MacKenzie 

South D Valerie Little & Alister MacCallum 

Midmills North Lucy & David Livingston 

Midmills South Seonaid MacLellan 



NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Baptisms 

Grace Ella Harmony Ross, on 10th July 

Mabel Louise MacKenzie, on 17th July 

 

Wedding 

Jenna Mackintosh and Dean Ross, on 10th July 

 

Death 

Donald MacLeod, Elm Park, on 5th August 

 

Joined by profession of faith 

Mrs Rhona MacKenzie, Auldcastle Road 

 

 

*************************** 

 

The copy deadline for the next Newsletter will be Sunday 25 
September. 
 

Contributions should be sent to the Forrests at:  
marionandbobnewsletter@gmail.com  or left in the ’F’ pigeonhole. 

Please note that the newsletter can also be accessed via the church website 
where you will be able to see the photographs in colour. 

 
Published by Crown Church, Inverness (Church of Scotland) 

Registered charity SC 018159 
The Chruch website is to be found at www.crown-church.co.uk 
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