
Aos creativity in collective action   
-art activity collaborations exhibitions events  
workshops talks and support in skye and lochalsh  
 
JUNE 2009  Welcome to the Aos e-newsletter.   
(deadline for next newsletter is Thursday 16th 
July- Email to megimiller@hotmail.com) 
The next committee meeting will be held at Laura's 
bindery on July 7th, 5.00pm. 
 
 ' the gift of the most talented sculptors has been to 
teach us that large ideas, for example, 
about intelligence or kindness, youth and serenity, can 
be communicated in chunks of wood and string,...'  Alain 
de Botton - The Architecture of Happiness 
 
Melancholy House, Rodel.   Stiff and cold like an old 
tramp On a winters day Seeming to sway with the 
effort Of standing, the knowledge of Not 
belonging. Pockmarked and pitted By poverty and 
neglect.... Infested with all manner Of parasites and 
moulds Supping on your solitude. 
Janet Soutar © 
 
ART 2 ART 
 
Art2 Talk 
 
Talk by visiting artist Roxane Permar, about 
Veer North – an artist-led group in Shetland. 
 
 
Friday 26 June 
Council Chamber, Highland Council Offices, 
Portree. 
7.30 for 8.00pm 
Non-Aos members - £1.50 entry 



 
Gathering and Sharing  
Sat 4th July, 3pm to 6pm, Sligachan Hotel - round 
room at the back of the hotel  Talk about 
information gathered for recent go and see award 
1. Cupar Arts and PVAF, FCAC  2. Deveron Arts, 
Scottish Sculpture Studio 3. FRED and Fold 
(Cumbria) 4. Veernorth - Shetland  Book and 
pamphlet share of info gathered plus talks. 
All welcome. 
 OPPORTUNITIES 
There will be two workshops running in August, one in 
printing and the other in felt. 
Dates and details will be available soon. 
 
Exhibition opportunity 
 
Portree library  
21st Sept to 17th Oct 
 
Title ' Distant Voices' 
 
Postcard size works 
Deadline 14 September 
 
Post your work to – Caroline Dear 
full details at 
www.spanglefish.com/aos 
 
NEWS AND REPORTS 
Check out the new Aos website at 
www.spanglefish.com/aos 
 
NEWS - relevant exhibition opportunities/ 
meetings etc will be posted 
LINKS - links of interest to member's own websites 
and other art/craft related sites 



MEMBERS - showing members' contact details 
including a short blurb (and image) about their 
own work in a 'business card' style 
GUESTBOOK - where members and visitors can 
leave comments/ suggestions 
FEEDBACK - use the form to email any questions 
you have 
CALENDAR - showing important dates in the Aos 
diary 
CONTACT - contact details for the chair, treasurer 
and secretary of Aos, Annie, Caroline and Janet 
(any website related enquiries should be send via 
the feedback form or direct to Emma at  
emmanobleprints@btinternet.com) 
NEWSLETTER - download back copies of the Aos 
newsletter in pdf form 
RECYCLE - swap your unwanted items with others/ 
advertise items you wish to give to a good home 
 
If anyone has relevant news items/ links/ recycle 
items that they would like to post, please email to 
emmanobleprints@btinternet.com, or use the 
feedback form online 
 
If any member would like to add their own details 
to the website, forward them along with a photo to 
the same address. Please also add a link on your 
own website to the new Aos site, the more links 
we all have, the more people will find out about 
us. 
 
We welcome all suggestions on how to 
improve the site. 
 
 
Craftscotland Members Meeting 



 
Craftscotland is having a meeting in Inverness next 
Wednesday. Laura West will  
try to attend and anyone interested in travelling with her is 
very welcome.  
Please see attachment for the booking form and get back 
to  
Laura if intersted. It includes lunch. 
 
books@laurawest.com 
 
High Pasture Cave  
  
Hi everyone 
 
A few of us made a visit to Kilbride (on the Torrin / Elgol 
road) on Monday to catch up with developments on the work 
at High Pasture Cave. If you haven't yet been we just want to 
remind you about it and to let you know that this summer will 
be your last chance to see the excavation of the site in 
progress before the archaeologists start to fill everything in 
some time in August. Martin Wildgoose, Steven Birch and 
George Kosikovski are more than willing to spend time with 
visitors explaining the fascinating history of the cave and its 
environs and telling you about the amazing and often 
beautiful finds they have discovered. The emerging stories 
are quite enthralling. If you don't mind donning a hard hat and 
wellies, you should take the opportunity to drop down into the 
cave passage and explore the breath-taking interior. We felt 
in no hurry to leave the site - it has quite a special 
atmosphere - so allow a couple of hours and take a picnic. 
 
Some of us who've spent time there feel that the place could 
be a great inspiration for artists working in a whole range of 
different media and we would love to get your feedback. We 
wonder if a project might be developed based on people's 
work and ideas after exploring the site. So please get in 
touch with your thoughts after you've visited. I, Mary 
Carmichael, will act as post box, email to -  



carmichaelandme@googlemail.com 
  
High Pasture Cave is open Monday to Friday from 10am to 
4.30pm until August. To get some background information 
go to the website www.high-pasture-cave.org where you will 
see some great images and be able to read about the site's 
various associations from neolithic to bronze age and 
beyond. A leaflet is also available and you can email the 
archaeologists in advance if you want advice on your visit. 
  
Go and be inspired! Soon! 
Mary Carmichael 
 
Rosie Somerville  
 
West Coast Visual Arts Project – Data Protection & 
contact details 
 
I am approaching the end of my contract as Visual arts and 
crafts Coordinator on the west coast. As you can imagine I 
have built up a large list of contact details and I will be 
getting in touch with each of them directly to get permission 
to pass their information to HI~Arts where it can be held on 
their data base, where it would be for HI~Arts use only and 
for any future developments coming from my research. 
 
It would be really helpful if you could pass this information to 
anyone who might like to be added to that list so that they 
can get in touch with me directly with up to date details. 
 
I did notice that a number of emails continue to be bounced 
back to me. If you have wondered why you have never heard 
from me when some of your colleagues have, I may have an 
incorrect email address so please send me yours if you are 
in doubt. 
 
rosie@hi-arts.co.uk 
 



 
End of Project Reports 
 
These will be posted on the visual arts pages of the HI~Arts 
website before the end of June. Everyone on my mailing lists 
will be contacted and given the link to the page. We will be 
giving you an opportunity on the page to make comments 
and give your feed back before a final meeting in August. 
 
  
Promote your Stuff - HI~Arts venue guides 
 
The HI~Arts web site is being upgraded. I have offered to 
give a hand getting the word out to people. This site is used 
in many ways e.g. by people like me looking for information, 
by buyers of art and visitors with an interest in the arts. 
These pages can be read in most languages and this adds 
another aspect to the site as an important resource to the 
arts community. 
 
The venue pages lead to the gallery lists and several of 
these seem to be out of date. There is also a list of people 
/venues that provide workshop studio spaces for hire. If you 
do have such a resource and want to put it out there that 
would be really helpful as there is such a big demand for 
spaces for artists to work in. 
 
 
There is also an A-Z Directory on which you can list any 
services you offer e.g. as an artist, book illustrator, arts 
worker or associated business. 
 
It’s really easy to promote your self and manage your free 
entry which can include up to 3 images and also downloads 
(Word, PDF documents and audio clips etc) 
 
Visit: http://www.hi-arts.co.uk/guide where you have the 
choice of visiting the events, venue or directory listings. 



 
This page also has the button for 'Promote Yourself'. To use 
this register first using the online form and create a 
password which will allow you to then add venues 
(galleries)/events or a directory listing which you can update 
yourself as needed. 
 
Check out the site there is lots of information and useful 
links. If you have any difficulty with this please contact Avril 
Souter: avril@hi-arts.co.uk 
 
Current art exhibitions in Glasgow: 
  
The Hunterian Gallery 
  
12 June - 5 September 
Gallery Two 
Edvard Munch prints - major loan from Munch Museum, Oslo 
Admission free 
  
22 May - 12 September 
Gallery One 
Alexander Stoddart, Drawings and models - drawings and 
models behind the finished work of Scottish sculptor, 
Alexander Stoddart. 
Admission free 
  
Also................... 
  
Annie recommends a look at the website of the Hannah 
Peschar Sculpture Garden for those interested in sculpture 
in a  garden setting. The garden is located in Sussex, and 
she had the opportunity to visit recently whilst on a sculpture 
course nearby, finding it inspirational and absolutely 
beautiful. www.hannahpescharsculpture.com 
 
  
 



COMMENT AND DEBATE        
 FOR SALE        GRAMARYE STUDIO CLEAROUT, 
Achmore  Annie Coomber still has lots of lovely 
decorative papers left over from her open 
studio days – mango, banana, mulberry silk, jute,  
khadi papers, etc., and is selling them off at just 
cost price to clear.  To arrange an appointment to 
view-  Email jim-n-annie@ancuilionn.co.uk  tel. 
01599 577264 
 
ETCHING PRESS Nigel Grounds Gallery, 
Armadale  Bewick and Wilson 610 Etching 
Press  Bed – 50x24 inches and blankets  20x26 
inch hotplate  Aquatint booth  Fume cupboard 
MINT CONDITION  2,500  o.n.o  To arrange an 
appointment to view-  Email 
nigelgrounds@hotmail.com  tel. 01471 844439 
 
RECYCLE 
FREE !!!   Slightly used acrylic leaflet holders (1/3 
A4) and also a leaflet holder  which holds multiple 
leaflets (also acrylic.)   Phone Laura West 01478 
613 123 or email books@laurawest.com 
 
Anything to recycle??? email me before Thursday 
16th July 
megimiller@hotmail.com   COMMENTS  -Ideas bank-         


