Editorial

•

I have to apologise for the length of time that this
issue has taken to come to public notice. The
details have been sitting before me for some time
so I can make no excuse and ask for your
understanding. The last issue took a lot out of me
and I was surprised how tired I became. I feel
that this month is a little bit jollier having listened
to the conversations at the regular meetings.
Everyone is looking forward to the coming events
in March – the President’s Dinner and the Co-op
Band Charity Concert. I hope you like the new
format for the printable version; it seemed like
the New Year would be a good time to
experiment. There won’t be an on-line version for
the moment.

Individual Funding Requests: We have
received a number of individual funding
requests and any decisions to provide
support have been deferred till after the
Presidents Dinner, when we will have a
clearer picture of available funds.

•

Young Singer Competition: This annual
event will be held in late May or early June
on a date suitable for Perth College

As you know, our Dinner is on 11 March and as
usual we need all members to think hard, dig deep
and ask around for lots for the auction and prizes
for the raffle.

Club News
•

•

RYLA: The selection interviews, in
conjunction with the Perth Club, will now
take place at McDiarmid Park on the
morning of Saturday 12th March

Strathallan
Mock
Interviews:
Following the circulation of a board
seeking volunteers over the last two
weeks, I will contact members by email,
with details of the dates and times that
they are required.

It was agreed that Janet should contact all
members initially to remind you all that lots and
prizes are needed and after that members of the
Ways and Means Committee would "keep in touch"
with members.
If you have already sourced auction and raffle
prizes then please let Janet know and she will coordinate things with Bob Reid, Douglas Sinclair and
the Ways and Means Committee.

President's Dinner
Friday 11th March 2011

•

Interact at Perth Secondary Schools:
As a result of Brian Docherty's decision
not to join our club, we have, for the
moment at least, lost the immediate
chance to sponsor an Interact Club at
either Perth Grammar or Perth High
School. However we will investigate other
routes.

Guest Speakers

Jim Leishman, MBE &
Willie Allan
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This month’s issue contains information on the work of the Club and articles on Helen’s trip to India and Nick’s
trip to St. Lucia. This month also heralded the traditional Burn’s Night at the Royal George Hotel and the
organisation of the coming events - – the President’s Dinner on Friday 11th March and the Co-op Band Charity
Concert on Saturday 26th March.

Nick and Kay in St. Lucia

The power to most of the island went off at
around 5 pm, darkness coming about an hour
later. The villa was lit by a single candle and it
was pitch black outside. After about an hour, we
became aware of a thunderous noise nearby. A
guest in a neighbouring villa shone his flashlight
towards us over the road separating our villas
and I shone a torch back towards him. I could
see huge boulders, water and waist high mud
racing past between the villas at about 20 miles
per hour, getting ever closer to the villa.

Much to our relief it almost stopped after about
20 minutes, but a further quarter of an hour later
the terrible roar came again, louder and nearer
this time. We were completely certain that, at
any moment, the torrent would take our villa
down the mountain, with us inside. We knew we
were about to die. The terror continued for more
than 3 hours before we were rescued, the staff
having had to cut through dozens of fallen trees
to reach us. We spent the rest of the very windy
night on dining chairs in the resort's main dining
room.

The resort had no power, water, roads or any
communication and we were trapped for 3 days. A
government minister came to the hotel by sea and
ordered the immediate evacuation of the resort
and declared it a disaster area. We survived, but
we are painfully aware that not 3 miles away 13
islanders died in similar landslides. We were taken
to the north of the island.

The following Friday, Kay and I attended the
weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of St Lucia. We
were made very welcome and I had the privilege of
addressing the meeting briefly to tell them of our
experience. I was made aware of the terrible state
of the island's water supply, so I subsequently
made contact with our President Colin who was
able to organise a shipment of Aquaboxes which
arrived on the island a few days later. I am very
pleased to have been able to help our friends in
need.
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We arrived at the hotel in St Lucia late Friday
afternoon at the end of October, unaware that a
storm was bearing down on the island. It
developed during the following day into a
category 2 hurricane and was named Tomas, but
was still expected to have passed over the island
by the evening. Unfortunately, it came to a halt
over the south of the island, where we were, and
was still very stormy at 8 o'clock the next
morning, full 24 hours after it began. The
powerful winds brought down a lot of trees, but
the main problem was the rain: almost 20 inches
fell, undermining the side of the hill where we
were in our villa.

The landslide had only affected the people in 6 or 7
rooms, but there were other unoccupied villas
where the guests would not have survived had
they returned to their rooms as they were
instructed.

Chatters January 2011

in the locality checking on
families who had missed
the process the day before
and had not received their pink pinkie. Helen
thoroughly enjoyed this experience as a very
worthwhile exercise. I daresay that from the photo
shown above their were many volunteers

They were there to support the doctors and
nurses as well as finding out what was
happening for themselves. Given a yellow t-shirt,
Helen soon realised that she had become an
added attraction for the local people.
The immunisation process ends with a yellow
pinkie so on day 2 of the tour they joined the
medics for top-up day,; going around the house
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Helen arrived in Delhi to find that she had
missed the induction and was to be whisked off
on a bus at 7 in the morning. Any thought of a
rest and brush up was removed as she joined a
group of three others to take part in the Polio
Immunisation program.

Helen also visited the Homan Trust to meet the
children sponsored by our Club. She arrived at
Tamil Nadu in a monsoon to meet the founder,
Jo Homan, who had set up the charity in the
sixties. She met Pamela to hand over the gifts.

Later, Helen joined the Rotary members of the
Dindigul-Anna West Rotary Club who have been
instrumental in supporting the Trust.
Helen ended by saying “It was an experience
that I will remember for all the positivity and all
the smiles”

The Club welcomed back Chief Executive
Gavin Davey OBE of the Gannochy Trust for
an update on the Trust’s development. A
packed audience received notice of the many
ideas and assurances that mean so much to
so many.
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and then spent time at the school with all the
children.
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Just before we saw a white blanket covering
Perthshire, members of the Rotary Club of Perth
Kinnoull assisted by the Head Teacher at Kinnoull
school and a class of Primary 7 pupils planted
5,000 crocus corms in the school grounds and in
planters around the school.
These purple crocuses will be in bloom for Rotary
Day on the 23rd February.
The purple crocuses are drawing attention to
Rotary's World Polio immunisation programme
which aims to eradicate polio from all countries
where polio was rife.
.

In the picture are pupils from the primary 7 class,
Head teacher Mrs Jenny Sorrie and Rotarians Ian
Brown, John Shedden, George Delgaty and Bob
Abernethy
The purple colour is significant, as purple is used to
colour the pinkies of the children being immunised.
This is done to track who has received the
immunisation. The programme is well on the way
to achieving this aim
Rotarian Helen MacDonald spoke to the children at
Kinnoull School after having taken part in the
immunisation programme during her recent visit to
India. This will give the children an understanding
of the subject and the significance of the crocuses.

Rotary Day on the 23rd February
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A Purple Sea Planted At Kinnoull School

