This month’s issue contains news of the Club into the beginning of the year, covering the Fellowship Events
Curling, the Gavel Competition as well as the Calendar Sales Events and the first Calendar draw of the year.

Editorial
This may come as a surprise to some of you but
we have decided to reactivate Chatters after a two
year absence.
So welcome to the Return of the Chatters or
Chatters II, or even Son of Chatters to copy a
modern popular film franchise.

The assistant editor

I have kept a familiar format so as not to shock
too many but you will soon be aware of the
breadth and depth of all our activities, and the
strong fellowship which flows from the teamwork.
It seems a good time to provide a reminder of the
wider picture for Rotary, and this has to centre on
the position in the Polio Campaign.
I have to go now as my assistant editor has other
things on her mind which require my full
attention.
Adieu.
No cases have been reported for
2017 as at 24 January 2017)
For 2016 there were just 20
cases of WPV1 in Pakistan
compared with 53 at this time
last year. A recent report shows
that the cases are confined to
fewer districts in Pakistan. There
were 13 cases in Afghanistan
compared with 19 at this time
last year and only 4 cases in
Nigeria, the first cases in the
country since July 2014.

Today more than 13 million people are walking who would have been
paralysed by the disease. More than 1.5 million childhood deaths have
been prevented. Once polio is eradicated, the world will be able to
celebrate a major global advantage that will benefit all children, whatever
their origins.
The goal of a polio free world is tantalisingly close. Wild polio virus type 2
has been eradicated and there have been no cases of type 3 for four years.
Only in Pakistan and remote parts of Afghanistan and Nigeria is the Wild
Type 1 polio virus circulating.

Unfortunately this has resulted
in Nigeria being returned to the
list of polio-endemic countries.
Rotary remains steadfast and
fully committed to fighting polio
anywhere children remain at
risk.. Rotary members in Nigeria
are already hard at work to
support the outbreak response,
and
protect
children
in
surrounding countries.
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The reason, you may ask, is to support the
fantastic work being done by the Club’s Publicity
and Marketing aficionado to keep the Club’s name
in front of the people of Perth. And, of course, the
work of all you Rotarians, much of which is
unsung.
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Calendar News

President’s Dinner
This creeps up on everyone unawares so I am sure
that Bob Reid would like you to think a little bit in
advance of your possible involvement or
contribution to the evening.

£100 winner tonight is a supporter of 10th Perth Scouts
who sold Calendars.
£50 winner is member of Claverhouse Rotary who
bought a calendar at a gavel match

The Tayside Challenge 2017
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Perth Kinnoull Rotary’s regular curlers slid successfully past Perth Rotary this month

Speakers
17 Jan

Gareth Ruddock

Giraffe

24 Jan

Caroline Ness

Perth & Kinross Disability

31 Jan

Fiona Scotland

Scotland Bowler

Fiona Scotland
Fiona has over the years been losing her sight due to macular
degeneration, but this has not prevented her enthusiasm and
enjoyment of bowling. She recently won a Silver medal at the UK
Visually Impaired Bowling Championships in Leamington Spa.
Caroline Ness, who is now working
with Perth & Kinross Disability Sport on
a consultancy basis, visited to tell us
about the development of disability
sport in the area. She has been heavily
involved with Perth & Kinross Disability
Sport since 2005 and has been Chair,
Secretary and Treasurer.
Caroline was a Boccia Coach with the
Tayside Special Olympics Team in Bath
in 2013 and this year she will be
travelling to Sheffield for the 2017 event
as Head Athletics Coach.

Fiona
has
been
chosen to represent
Scotland
in
the
International
Blind
Bowling
World
Championship
in
Cape Town (South
Africa)
in
March
2017.
In her talk, she
explained the time
and effort necessary
to prepare for what
will be a 17 day
event.
George
Cameron
gave a vote of thanks
and wished her good
luck on behalf of the
Club

Boccia is similar to the game of boules
and is played on a smooth, flat surface.
The game is played from a seated
position and the aim of the game is for a
player to place as many of his or her
balls closer to the target ball (the jack)
than their opponent. It is a target game
that relies on skill, accuracy and tactics
as opposed to body size and strength.
People of all ages and abilities can play
the sport, but in particular, the game is
very inclusive for players with physical
disabilities regardless of their mobility
levels.
Perth & Kinross Disability Sport have
started a new Boccia Club at the
Academy of Sport and Wellbeing, the
new state of the art sports facility at
Perth College - sessions start weekly
from 26 January 2017
Caroline is pictured with Rotarian Bill
Smith her host for the evening who gave
the vote of thanks.

Young Singers Competition Tuesday 28th January 2017
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Pictured below with her husband and Rotarian George Cameron,
her host for the evening, is hoping to find sponsorship as she
requires to self-fund her trip to South Africa.

Go4Gold Annual Games Event
A large number of Rotarians are
involved in the support of local
care homes who take part in the
Go4Gold event in the summer.
Rotarians are attending regular
practice sessions in the homes
with popular activities like indoor
curling (pictures) and golf

Our first speaker of the year was
Gareth Ruddock, the CEO of
CheckIn Works and Giraffe.
CheckIn Works and its subsidiary
community interest company, Giraffe
Trading together are Perthshire’s
most
innovative
work-focused,
employability partnership helping
those experiencing long term and
enduring
disabilities,
receive
vocational training, work experience
and life skills support.
Jobseekers and volunteers enjoy a
warm
and
friendly
family-like
atmosphere and can also access a
range of other inclusion, quality of
life and social activities including art
groups, healthy living sessions,
cinema, social trips and BBQs.
Together, CheckIn and Giraffe
operate six social enterprise venues
in Perth, supported by a team of
volunteers offering different training
and work development streams.
There are two city centre cafes, an
outside catering and food production
kitchen, lunch club and two garden
centres and a wholesale plant
nursery creating a wide range of
work opportunities, supported by
employability sessions and job clubs.
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The overall aim of the Perth &
Kinross Go4Gold Care Home
Games Challenge Event is to
improve the physical and mental
health and wellbeing and quality
of life of frailer older people living
within care homes.
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Christmas Party - some entertainers (Lisa Lulis on keyboard); some Rotarians; some guests

There was a large turnout for the competition with the Pitlochry Rotary Club on Tuesday evening as the
picture shows. It was good to see so many players and supporters from the Pitlochry club who travelled
down to Perth by coach and an excellent evening of fellowship was enjoyed by all.
Below: A close contest with the winner still undecided until the final round when a Pitlochry player loses
control of the tower of blocks and concedes the match to the Perth Club.
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Above: Perth Kinnoull and Pitlochry Rotarians collect at the Royal George Hotel for an entertaining gavel
evening on Tuesday 1th January.

