This month’s issue contains news of the Presidents’ Dinners, past and present, the Young Singers’ Competition
held at Perth College, other occasions involving Club Members, and the first £1000 lottery draw of the year.

Editorial
Quite an unusual start to the year certainly delayed
the onset of Spring for man and beast alike, but
now the ‘Beast from the East’ has been replaced by
the regular ‘Pests from the West’ and all looks fair
to middling.

Nice news, too, of our sponsored athletes; Camilla
Hattersley has now been added to the Scotland
team to compete at the Commonwealth Games in
the Gold Coast. Scott McLay, of course, had already
been selected making both our “sponsored”
swimmers heading out to Australia!

Above: A refreshing thank you.
Below: Something from the past.

Finally, a wee cheer for our Club curlers who
continue to strive tirelessly in competition. Not quite
so lucky this time, though, but a close run thing in
the Ram’s Head actually beating the final winners in
earlier rounds.

Ex-Presidents Dinner. On 21 February, 7 ex-Presidents gathered at the North Port Restaurant in Perth for a
night of good food, lots of chat and fellowship. Ian Stevenson kindly invited Douglas and Frank for a night cap.
We toasted dearly departed former Presidents Douglas Barr, Danny Fitzsimons and Peter MacDougall.

Saturday 26th May 2018 – Chicago - Pitlochry Theatre
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A nice start to the year for our membership as we
welcome two very deserving new members. They
bring not only bright personalities but also lower the
average age of the Club Members by what can only
be described as ‘considerably’. A sound welcome to
both of you.
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Calendar News
The monthly draws for 2018
can also be found on the
our
website
and
our
Facebook page and each
month thereafter

Investiture of the BEM to Rotarian Ian E Brown on 14th December in the Civic Lounge of Perth & Kinross
Council. Left to right; Brigadier Melville Jameson, CBE, Lord Lieutenant of Perth & Kinross, Ian E Brown,
Catherine Brown and Provost Dennis Melloy.
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President’s Dinner Top Table guests; back row (L to R):- Gail Mackay, (president of Perth St Johns), David
Lindsay (president of the Perth club) and Ann Gourlay (President of Soroptimist International Club of Perth)
Front row (L to R):- speaker Archie Gilbert, President Colin Moreland and speaker Jim Robertson.

Speakers
20 Feb

Gordon Allan – History of the Black Watch

20 Mar

Alisdair Macdonald - The Royal Company Of Archers

27 Mar

Jim Granger - From Taxman to Traffic Warden

Gordon Allan, who is a tour guide at Balhousie
Castle Black Watch Museum, gave us a summary
of the history of the Black Watch which is now
part of the Royal Regiment of Scotland.
Gordon was born in Perth and joined the Royal
Navy Boys' Training School leaving school at 15.
For his first posting he flew to Singapore to join
the destroyer, HMS Diana.

His whistle stop account of the Black Watch
Regiment kept everyone entertained for the
evening. He must have managed to mention
almost everyone who ever served and gave a
warm invitation to anyone who wanted to visit the
museum
Gordon is pictured with Rotarian Bob Riddell who
gave the vote of thanks.
The Royal Company Of Archers
Alisdair Macdonald, a member of the Royal Company of Archers,
visited the Club as a guest of Douglas Sinclair to tell us the fascinating
history of the Company. The Royal Company functions as the
Sovereign's "Body Guard in Scotland" at the request of the Queen at
any State and ceremonial occasion taking place in Scotland. It was
formed in 1822 in the reign of George IV although it still functions as
an archery club - the purpose for which it was originally formed in
1676.
Alisdair (left) is pictured with his friend and host Rotarian Douglas
Sinclair.

Members of the Royal Company of Archers
wear a distinctive uniform which Alisdair
brought along for us to see.
It features a dark green tunic with black
facings, dark green trousers and a Balmoral
bonnet with the Royal Company's badge and
an eagle feather.

Go4Gold 2018 - Bell’s Sport Centre - Tuesday 5th June
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After 9 years in the Royal Navy Gordon worked on
the oil rigs for two years before joining the Fire
Brigade, where he served for 25 years until his
retirement in Perth.

Taxman to Traffic Warden
Jim Granger, pictured (below centre left) with his host
Rotarian Frank Sloan, entertained us this evening by
telling a very interesting and humorous tale of his
journey from school leaver to Traffic Warden (Parking
Attendant).
His first job was as a self-employed caddy at Gleneagles
Golf Cub for six months before he joined the Civil
Service. After a short spell he worked as a National
Insurance Inspector and at the same time had a part
time job with Marks & Spencer for twelve years.
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When the DHSS merged with Customs and Excise Jim
worked in many areas of customer service which he
thoroughly enjoyed. He then moved to Project and
Strategy work which he hated!
He left HMRC in March 2015.

After a short interval of two months he joined Perth & Kinross District Council as a Parking Attendant or
Traffic Warden as we know them. Jim is thoroughly enjoying his latest job and had many amusing incidents
to relate.
All present enjoyed his talk immensely as witnessed by the number of questions thrown at him at the end.
President Colin had to call proceedings to a halt or we might have been there yet!

The Tayside Challenge - Saturday 5th May 2018

Bradley Harris
Bradley, who hails from South Africa, has become
one of our newest members. He is pictured with
Douglas Sinclair who introduced him to Rotary and
to the Perth Kinnoull Club.
Bradley arrived in Perth in 2000 in time to help the
community combat the menacing Millennium Bug, a
class of computer bugs related to the formatting
and storage of calendar data for dates beginning in
the year 2000.

A very warm welcome, Brad, to our Club and the
Rotary community.

Steve Fairlie
Steve, a local lad who attended Perth
Academy and then Dundee University to
study accountancy and business finance,
is pictured at his induction where he was
introduced by Ian Stevenson.
He joined Norwich Union in October 2003
and has become the Senior Compliance
Manager at Aviva specialising in data
compliance with the Motor Insurance
Database and Employers Liability Tracing
Office.
A very warm welcome, Steve, to our Club
and the Rotary community.
Ailsa Gourlay (left) is pictured with
her mother, Sandra, and Youth
Convenor Chris Kirk.
Ailsa, who is a slalom canoeist, is a
Scottish Champion and is looking
forward to competing in the British and
European Championships this year.
Ailsa received a cheque for £500 from
President Colin Moreland which will go
some way to helping with the
considerable expenses involved in
competing at this high level of
expertise.
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His speciality was with mainframe computers where
the bug was expected to be particularly dangerous.
Having saved the situation such were the local
delights that he decided to make Perth his home.
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Winner Kirsty Watson, pictured centre right, with judge Zoe
Perman and Youth Convenor Chris Kirk. Kirsty Watson from
Perth College UHI was the overall winner with Bethany
Langton, also from UHI, in second place.

Young
Singers
Competition
2018

Erin Paterson, pictured left, of Perth High School with Zoe
and Chris, was given the special award of "Star in the
Making".

Brian Johnston and Douglas Sinclair were the "bouncers"
on the door and were excellent raffle ticket sellers.
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Young Singers Competition 2018 Winners and Judges
Back (L - R): Aiesha Hunter, Kirsty Watson, Judge Peter Caban, Ben Leathley.
Front (L - R): Erin Paterson, Judge Debora Salem, Judge Zoe Perman, Bethany Langton.

