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It was good to see a full house at the Burns Supper. Read and see all about it in this newsletter. 

There has not been much snow so far this winter but we have managed some skiing. If good snow does 

come would anyone be interested in a mid week ski? 

If anyone is interested in ski mountaineering speak to Nigel, our ski mountaineering contact. Maybe we 

could get some of you together on the same weekend. 

The up to date members list is in with this newsletter. If you still have to pay subs please do so to Davy 

Nichol as soon as possible or you will stop getting newsletters. 

Liz 

 

 

      On summit of Carn an Fhreiceadain  28/01/12                        Skiing off Geal Charn   12/02/12      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please send your articles and any other items to Liz  Howie, 93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats, KA21 5NE. 

Or email at   ehargyle@yahoo.co.uk     

  

mailto:GlasgowSkiTouringClub@yahoogroups.com
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BURNS SUPPER MEET, GLEN FESHIE HOSTEL   

27
th

 -29
th

 January 2012 
 

 

The forecast for Saturday was surprisingly good: bright, good visibility and no wind. Could it be 
true? It was a pity there wasn't blanket snow cover to make things perfect but at least we could 
see some from the hostel window, over in the Monadhliath. 8 of us sniffed the air, turned our 
noses towards the snow and headed to Kingussie golf course for a trip up onto Carn an 
Fhreiceadain. Nigel was regaining fitness and not up to skiing so he and Catriona set off walking. 
The rest - Brian, Donald Smith, Morven, Liz, Sen and me - bravely shouldered our skis. Sooner 
than I expected, after about 50 minutes, the track was filled in with snow and we skinned the rest 
of the way up (except for a couple of short bare stretches). Near the top we traversed the big 
patches we could see from below. The snow was lovely, smooth with no trace of ice, and we 
skinned up enjoying the sunshine and the thoughts of skiing back down later on. It was unusual to 
be able to sit on the summit and enjoy views in all directions without having to shelter from the 
wind so we were a happy bunch as we munched on our assorted provisions. 
It was tempting to go down the way we'd come and enjoy those long patches but Brian persuaded 
us that the next hill, with similar aspects, would have similar snow on the other side, so we headed 
on to Beinn Bhreac. The descent from our first hill was lovely, with one of two 'whoop!'s to be 
heard (or was that just me) and some nice turning and schussing. From the top of the next hill we 
couldn't see much in the way of snow below, hidden as it was beneath grassy ridges, but Brian 
proved his good judgement (not for the first time) and the descent was fun and even snowier than 
we expected. I do love that kind of skiing - out on a fine day, with hares running in all directions, 
assessing the terrain ahead for good cover, trying a few turns on the bigger patches and 
eventually heather hopping until you can go no further. 
 
Heather 
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Glen Feshie – the Walkers’ Alternative 

 
 

After checking various websites and webcams ï and speaking to a member of the ski patrol ï I decided not 
to take skis to Glen Feshie. This was a decision of questionable wisdom, but at least it meant I had a 
splendid day on Carn Dearg Mor in Glen Feshie with Averil, Dougie and Elizabeth. Itôs further than I 
remembered (or maybe Iôm just olderé) but itôs a great walk. We left the car in the usual Glen Feshie car 
park, and given the numbers of other cars there, were not surprised over the course of the day to meet (or 
see in the distance) loads of other walkers and bikers.  
 
We walked beyond the lodge, then round behind the hill on a track that rose to 700m. We took to the snow 
here, and realised that some of it at least was easily skiable ï fresh powder on a firm base ï ah well! On 
the top we met our second wellied walker of the day; he agreed wellies give little ankle support, but 
rationalised this by saying his ankles are strong because he always wears wellies in the winter. The views 
all around were exceptional, but those over the Moss to Cairn Toul and the Angelôs Peak were sublime. 
 
The sun set as we reached Carn Dearg Beag, and we enjoyed the alpenglow over Sgor Gaoith and across 
to a strangely snowless AôChailleach. Then it was back in the gloom to Achlean for a 6.5 hour outing. A 
grand day out! 
 
The same team walked from Lynwilg to Dalnahaitnach in Glen Dulnain on Sunday ï another fine walk, but 
the scenery wasnôt quite so grand as Saturday. We also met Valerie and Kevin, former club members, at 
Dalnahaitnach, where they were taking a stroll up the glen. Good to know theyôre still active. 
 
Donald 
 
 
 
 
 

On 28/1/2012 the Lyons (Grace, Heather, Phil), Agnes K and Chris M walked from Danahaitnach 

5km south west of Carrbridge to Lynwilg just south of Aviemore: a route suggested by Grace as we 

had recently climbed Geal-Charn Mor from Lynwilg and it would be interesting to see more of the 

Burma Road track which leads down to the River Dulnain. We left one car at Lynwilg where there 

was a pheasant shoot in progress. They seemed affable enough but as the old song goes "we dinnae 

like things that go bang/just try one and see if I'm wrang". Then we drove in the other car to 

Danahaitnach. There is a good track leading past a line of shooting butts to the top of Geal-charn 

Beag. From there we felt - well all right I felt - that it might be worthwhile to drop down to 

investigate the building shown on the map confidently at 842138. In fact there was nothing left but a 

post sticking out of the snow, but to be fair there was an interesting rusty nail in it. Then down in 

splendid clear weather to Lynwilg to pick up the car. There was enough time to indulge in 

ridiculous buns at the Mountain Cafe in Aviemore. 

  

This is a nice part of the country. A further trip might be to follow the Dulnain from Sluggan to 

Caggan and follow the whole Burma Road route to Lynwilg. 

  

Chris Miller 
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THE EVENING 

 

 

 

 

Selkirk Grace 

Liz Howie 

 

Burns Supper Menu 

 

Soup 

 

Address to the Haggis 

Dougie Lamont 

 

Haggis, Neeps and Tatties 

 

Selection of Puddings 

 

Cheese 

 

 

 

 

The entertainment which followed an excellent meal lived up to its usual high standard and kept everyoneôs 

spirits high.  It was kicked off  by Heather Lyon, a seasoned performer at GSTC gatherings, with a confident 

performance on the clarinet. This was her debut on the clarinet and the Saint Saens rendition was greatly 

enjoyed by all and set the bar for the evening.  Grace bravely followed her daughter with a piece on the alto 

recorder (Lyon family leading the way).  Then the mood changed as our talented fiddlers took to the stage.  

Various solo, duet and trio performances were given including a first as live dance music was played lead by 

first fiddle Phil (more Lyon talent!) ably supported by Chris and Averil.  Two couples took to the floor for a 

Gay Gordons.  Chris and Averil also gave solo performances as our evening entertainment progressed. No 

Burns Supper Meet would be complete without a fine balance between whisky enjoyed and the cautionary 

tale of Tam oô Shanter, which was ably delivered by Donald Shiach in his own inimitable style as the rest of 

the company raised their glasses. The mood was then lifted again by Agnes, on her ukelele, who lead us with 

great gusto in songs (old and new).  What a wealth of talent we have in our club. 

 

Burns Supper Meets are always well attended and hugely enjoyed. Long may the tradition last.  

 

Morven 
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Raeburn Hut 
11 & 12 February 2012 

 
How baŘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΚ !ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǇƛƎ-headed is it to take 
them anyway?  
So, we were pig-headed, and it actually paid off ς ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ 
 
Friday night saw us, as usual, driving up in the dark, unable to see the hills but vaguely depressed by the complete 
lack of snow on the verges.   MWIS, Winter Highland and all the webcams we could access all said much the same ς 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ōƻƻǘǎΦ .ǳǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ǎƪƛǎΤ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘhe hut and see the light shining 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΣ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƛƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
weekend, whatever. 
 
On the Saturday, Nigel and Catriona headed off to walk a Corbett they had their eye on, taking skis with them just in 
case. Looking at the map, it occurred to me that a) this looked like rather a strenuous walk and b) if there was any 
snow it would be far too steep for me to ski it. So I  drummed up a bit of support for Geal  Charn, Drumochter, in the 
hope of skiing off the north facing slopes at the top. It was a cold but calm day, with cloud sometimes coming low 
and sometimes just lifting off the tops; quite nice in its way, though it never cleared, and with wonderful visibility.  
 
One of tƘŜ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ DŜŀƭ /ƘŀǊƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ǎƪƛǎ ƻƴ рл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
setting off, not bad in the prevailing conditions (there was an awful  lot of heather around). Skinned up to the top, 
well nearly the top, up to the stony bit, where - in an extraordinary break with tradition - we had lunch. 
 
The ski down was not huge, I admit, but it was enjoyable and long enough to make the day worthwhile. The snow 
was soft, almost spring snow, and falling over was, if not a pleasure, at least nothing to worry about. The snow was 
all on the north-facing slopes, but substantial patches led us down NE and in the end we took our skis off just below 
600m; so, a vertical drop of 300m which is a perfectly acceptable short day. We went back up to the summit from 
the bottom of the first major snow field and did it again ς very useful for getting our ski legs back on this, the first ski 
of the season ( for the Lyons anyway). 
 
When we got back, N & C reported that they had not skied, but had reconnoitred the snow which was pretty good 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊ ǎƛŘŜΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ǎƪƛŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΤ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ  
 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ Ŏƻǎȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ wŀŜōǳǊƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƎŀƳŜ ά.ŀƭŘŜǊŘŀǎƘέΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎŀƳŜ was 
watching Liz dissolve in giggles while trying to read out the answers ς something of a laughing policeman effect. 
 
The next day, after an unusually high amount of indecision, we all opted to go back up Geal Charn, mainly because it 
was likely to be the only skiing around and we are a ski club after all. The day was brighter than before and as we 
skinned up it became clear that the snow was decidedly crunchier than it had been yesterday. After an iconoclastic 
lunch at the top,  we set off down the previƻǳǎ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǊƻǳǘŜΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ƴŀǎǘȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ς breakable crust. We 
were falling like ninepins. Traverses and kick turns were seen. Nigel threw in a telemark & fell. I threw in a 
ǎƴƻǿǇƭƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǘǘƻΦ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘ ƘŜǊ ǘǊŀŘŜƳŀǊƪ άǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƪƛŘ ǊƻǳƴŘέ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭΦ 5ŜŀǊ wŜŀŘŜǊΣ 
it was  challenging. 
 
However, all things come to an end, and it gradually softened as we struggled down, until eventually we could ski 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ Ŧǳƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ hƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ сллƳ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ only a hop and a skip back to the car 
and a general feeling of satisfaction. 
 
The only thing left was a  quick stop in Ballinluig and an egg butty ς flying in the face of tradition yet again !! 
 
Grace 
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February long weekend. 

There was no room at the inn at the Reaburn hut, so Family Nichol booked in to the Active Outdoor hostel 

in Newtonmore; this proved to be a bit disorganised and unkempt but friendly, comfortable and easy going. 

We assessed the weather reports and webcams and dumped the skis before leaving Ayrshire. Over the 

weekend there was, generally, 50% to 80% snow cover above 700m. We all carried crampons and axes, but 

didn't need them. 

On Friday it was drive to Drumochter, stop at Balsporran and climb Geal-charn in heavy fog, then turn up at 

the hostel to discuss the booking that we had made and paid for and which they had lost.  

On Saturday we walked straight from the door on what proved to be a nine hour day climbing Carn Sgulain 

by way of Am Bodach, again in heavy fog. Tom was tasked with doing the navigation and did well. (In case 

you don't know, he won the 12 and 13 year old boys race at the last Scottish National Orienteering 

Championships.) 

Sunday morning was drive to the end of the road up Glen Balloch and climb A-Chailleach. It was a really 

nice day, much easier and more relaxed than the previous days. We found a Geocache on the summit, which 

had only been visited on three previous occasions, and spent some time on snowhole practise. 

Monday, we visited Walker, the young ice bear who starred in the David Attenborough scandal, then went 

home. 
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WINTER PROGRAMME 

 

 

Dates Where Notes Contact 

24/02/12 - 25/02/12 
The Cabin                               

near Laggan 

 
£7 + £1 pppn                

+ £1 coins for meter       
Bring sleeping bag 

 

Grace Lyon               
0141 427 5322 

09/03/12 - 10/03/12 
Milehouse                              

Map 35    GR 839043 

£8 + £1 pppn               
Bring sleeping bag 

 

Grace Lyon               
0141 427 5322 

23/03/12 - 24/03/12 Rucksacks, Braemar                        

 
Apline,                     

£9 + £1 pppn         
Bring sleeping bag 

 

Grace Lyon               
0141 427 5322 

06/04/12 - 08/04/12     
Easter 

Glenmore Lodge chalet £18 pppn 
Grace Lyon               

0141 427 5322 

20/04/12 - 21/04/12 
Mill Cottage                                
Feshiebridge                          

Map 35    GR  848047 

£8 + £1 pppn               
Bring sleeping bag 

 

Grace Lyon               
0141 427 5322 

 
 

 

Evening at Xscape 

 
A chance to improve your technique?  Speak to Nigel. 

 

 

 

SUMMER PROGRAMME 

 

25
th

 ï 28
th

 May      

 Camping at Resipole.  Hill Walking, Cycling, Canoeing or just enjoying the area. 

 

 

22
nd

 ï 24
th

 June 

Donald Shiachôs last Graham. 

Shee of Ardtalnaig. South side of Loch Tay. 

Camping at SCA campsite Grandtully. 

 

I have a number of other suggestions but they still have to be put into dates. 

Keep your ideas coming so that we can have something for everyone. 

 

Liz 
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More Photos 
 

Burns Supper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geal Charn 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


