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Staff and volunteers at HQ: annual prayer walk



Review of activities
2014 was a year of achievement for Grace & Light. We tested 8,520
people in 113 churches across Nigeria of whom 89% chose to be
open with their HIV status and
join life-sharing groups.

Most active teams were in
Gombe, Yola and Jos. Between
them these teams visited 72 of
the churches. Ten of the teams
visited just one church each
during the year; some because
they are in the area where
Boko Haram is active. Others
because they need the encouragement of someone with volunteer

experience.

This pattern of activity reflects
church visits in earlier years and
highlights the need for a ministry
officer to support teams located
some way from the Jos and Yola
offices. An interesting statistic
was highlighted by our Interna-
tional Coordinator, Tassie Ghata,
that 29,687 people heard a pre-
sentation by a Grace & Light
speaker in 2014. About one-third

of those (9,502) were tested for HIV, 90% in one of the 113 church-
es we visited, and 10% in community testing, often in educational
institutions.

Fewer teams worked in 2014
than in previous years. This was
in part due to the need to con-
tinually visit and re-energize
teams and partly because for
the deteriorating security situa-
tion in the northeast of Nigeria.
By 2015 the only active teams
were those supported by the
offices in Jos and Yola. A previ-
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ously very active team in Gombe stopped working after Boko Haram
attacks on the city.

While Nigerian terrorist group
Boko Haram has not yet at-
tacked Yola, the capital of Ad-
amawa State is filling up with
refugees from other areas in-
cluding Maidaguri and towns
where our volunteer teams are
based. We have 60 volunteers
in Gombe, Hong, Michika, Mbui
and Biu – all supported by our
office in Yola. We are in con-
tact with 40 of the volunteers;
since last September we’ve not
been able to contact the other
20.

Most of our volunteers in these teams have been displaced; some
are living in the bush, others with relatives. Family members have
been killed, homes burnt and businesses destroyed. The same is
true of the life sharing groups and churches they support.

Just one per cent of people we
tested were HIV positive,
1,235 rededicated their lives
to God and 375 made a first
commitment to God. These
are achievements we are
proud of.

The percentage of positive
results continues to fall, which
is mainly a reflection of great-
er awareness of HIV and availability of testing - people already know
their positive status. Since the number of new infections continues
to rise, we are not complacent. It is  really encouraging to see the
increase in the percentage of those testing positive choosing to be
open about their results. Only when people choose to be open can
they become Grace & Light members in their churches and receive
support. This is a key measure of our success. When people choose
to be open they understand our message.

Staff and volunteers on prayer walk
December 2014
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During the year Grace & Light
has been working with church
leaders. The headquarters
team spent a day with all 150
students at COCIN Pastors
School in Janeret, about
100km from Jos, during Octo-
ber. They spoke about why the
church should be involved in
HIV/AIDS issues, transmission
and prevention, how to care for
and support people living with
AIDS, the work Grace & Light
does in churches and social
righteousness.

“Some students are parents, some are grandparents, many are
farmers. They’ve all committed two years to becoming church lead-
ers,” said International Coordinator Tassie Ghata.

“Many are struggling at college. They continue to work while study-
ing and things are hard financially. Our gospel of openness and so-
cial righteousness reminded them that the way of the cross is not an
easy journey and this encouraged them in their spiritual lives.”

As well as testing in churches,
Grace & Light visits schools
and colleges. In November and
December 277 people chose to
be tested outside churches
during the three months, in-
cluding students at the Federal
College of Forestry and Sarki
Metal Works (photo), both in
Jos, and a youth conference in
Babale.

Secondary principals are inviting Grace & Light volunteer teams into
their schools to speak to pupils as well as conduct counselling and
HIV testing.

Jos volunteers visited two government secondary schools during
February, speaking to 375 pupils about HIV, sexuality and social

Pastors’ workshop participants



righteousness. They then tested
320 of the pupils, just one of
whom was HIV positive. Of those
tested 75 rededicated their lives
to God and 17 made first com-
mitments.

“Usually we speak during a
morning assembly, for about 45
minutes that includes time for
questions. We tell stories teenag-
ers can relate to about friend-
ship, studying and living right,” said Tassie Ghata.

“Then we counsel each person one-to-one. Many say they have nev-
er had anyone sit with them and personally explain about sexuality
and sexually transmitted diseases.”

The volunteers do come across cases of rape; eight pupils at the two
schools revealed their experiences for the first time during the confi-
dential counselling. Tassie is sure there were others who didn’t
share.

“These were old cases, often by a family friend, and the pupils had
not known how to tell someone. We encouraged them to tell their
mums so their families can protect them.”

Building project

Foundations have been laid for a second building on Grace & Light’s
headquarters site on the outskirts of Jos that will house our interna-
tional office and a revenue-generating charity shop.

In the shop we will sell books donated by UK Christian charity
BookAid, plus second-hand cloth-
ing, toys and household items
donated locally and by our North
American supporters.

“The building will give us more
working and meeting space for
our international and national
teams,” said Tassie Ghata. “Plus
we will have a waterproof and
secure place to sell books and



other items donated for fundraising purposes. At the moment when
we have book sales we lay the books on the ground, this is not good
during the rainy season.”

There is an urgent need to put a roof on this building and secure
windows and doors before the rainy season. A second container load
of books is now on its way to
Jos to be sold this year.

The charity aims to find ways
of generating income in Nige-
ria. A first fundraising dinner
was held last year and some
new standing order donors
resulted. These events take a
lot of effort to organize, but as
well as gaining additional do-
nors, it also serves to raise the
profile of Grace & light in the
community.

This is how we usually sell sec-
ond-hand books!

           Fundraising dinner in Jos



Social righteousness
One sad feature of the world in which
we live is that we do not see consist-
ently that in countries where the pro-
portion of people going to church is
high there is a correspondingly low
level of corruption. We even find ‘high
Christianity, high corruption’ countries.
The reason for this is too many Chris-
tians today see their faith as just one
component in life, applicable to certain matters but not others. And if
there is any area more excluded than others it is the workplace and
its associated practices.

In Grace & Light we have understood the Gospel
to apply to the whole person in every facet of
life: the old life we lived for ourselves has to die
with Christ, and we rise with him into a new life
shared with him and lived for him in accordance
with his standards. Any message that falls short
of that falls short of the biblical Gospel.

So social righteousness is for us a Gospel imper-
ative and a message we are called to take to
churches. Corruption is a headline issue in this,
but work ethics is a broader topic, and then there
is the traditional disrespect for women and chil-
dren which opens the door for all kinds of abuse,

as well as gross inequality in which extreme wealth and poverty are
juxtaposed.

We talk of social righteousness rather
than justice because our emphasis in
Grace & Light is always on ourselves
being as God wants us to be rather
than getting others to behave as they
should. We do hope for systemic trans-
formation, but work for it through
changing people in their churches
group by group.

Mark Hopkins



Financial review

UK income was down on 2013, mainly due to some significant gifts
for the building project last year. Our donations come from individu-
als donors and trusts in the proportions below:

Most individual donors, and some trusts give by standing order. In
2014 46% of our income was from regular giving, but we would re-
ally like to increase that percentage which would really help our
budgeting.

Expenditure
2014 2013

Grants paid 34235 50150
Admin UK 268 494
Fundraising 0 799
Total 34503 51443

Income
2014 2013

Donations 38167 46258

Giftaid 2330 1930
Interest 1 1
Total 40498 48189



Expenditure was less in 2014 as less was transferred to Nigeria dur-
ing the period, rather than the expenditure in Nigeria being less.
Grace & light is largely dependent on UK giving, but not entirely.
Money from the UK is mainly used to pay salaries and for designated
giving such as the building project, volunteer training and printing of
members’ guides.

A complete set of accounts for the UK or for Nigeria is available on
request.



Prayer points
Prayer is the lifeblood of our work. Here are a few key points for the
rest of this year:

● Charity shop building project: Pray that we will be able to
finish building the roof, doors and windows so it can be used to
store books.

● Book sales: Pray that we will be able to generate significant
funds from the container of BookAid used books recently arrived.

● Security for our teams: end to violence and resumption of
work for our teams.

● Ministry: for churches to open their doors to us and understand
the dual focus of HIV and social righteousness

● Volunteer training: funds and people to come, both new volun-
teers and refresher training

● New supporters: We would like to see many more regular sup-
porters, both in Nigeria and the UK to help us to grow our minis-
try.

If you would like to receive prayer updates by email, go to our web-
site www.graceandlight.org and click on “Get our newsletter”.



Call to action
Grace & Light is a volunteer organisation. Most of the people who
work for us in Africa are volunteers, giving up their time to go to
churches, take meetings, test people for HIV, and spread the mes-
sage that real change starts with the individual church member.

Training new volunteers and keeping the existing ones motivated is
vital to our ministry. When we have enough money we can conduct
two or three training events each year. Last year we only managed
one.

Will you pray with us that we will be able to find donors to do more
training?

The number of people we are able to test for HIV correlates pretty
closely to the funds we have to do the job. The all-in cost of testing
someone for HIV and providing continuing support through life-shar-
ing groups is about £5. We would love to make 2015 a much better
year than 2014.



Taking it further
If you would like to keep up to date with Grace & Light’s activities
please visit our website www.graceandlight.org/news

If you would like to support us in prayer or financially please visit
www.graceandlight.org/support

We would love to hear from you by email, phone or post:

Ed Greening
Grace & Light UK
7 Westbourne Gardens
Trowbridge
BA14 9AW

Tel  01225 719012
Email ed.greening@graceandlight.org

Registered charity no 1115859



Chairman’s message
When people ask me about Grace & Light I usual-
ly tell them that what we are doing is very simple.
We are applying the teaching of the Gospel to key
social problems. With HIV/AIDS the issue of stig-
matization is confronted by the Gospel principles
of forgiveness, love and openness. When church
functions as God’s family those living with HIV
have nothing to fear.
Unfortunately, even though Christians are urged to ‘live as children
of light’ (Eph 5:8), we often prefer darkness. All too quickly we point
out others’ failings in the hope that our own will go unnoticed. We
have higher standards for others than we have for ourselves and
judgementalism is rife. Not for nothing the New Testament has so
much to say on the subject.
Yet we are called to live with renewed minds, looking through the
eyes of the Gospel into our corrupt world. The Church can either be
a reflection of society, gradually drifting ever further from biblical
principles of living, or it can take a stand and seek to be a bring so-
ciety back to the sure foundations of truth.
As I look back on 2014 there have been many encouraging stories
about how Grace & Light teams are making a difference in people’s
lives: the Jos office worker who decided to work honestly instead of
coming to work three hours late like her colleagues; the secondary
school pupils who were able to tell someone about experiences of
sexual abuse; and churches enthusiastically embracing the message
of social righteousness. All these stories can be read on our website.
All of this is possible because of the generosity of our supporters.
We would like to do more, specifically to have enough regular dona-
tions to employ another staff member to expand the ministry. Please
pray with us that we will be able to find new donors to fulfil this
dream.
Ed Greening



Grace & Light UK trustees

Ed Greening

Ed Greening was converted in his last year in
school in 1975. After university he served over-
seas, mainly in the Arab World. Since returning
to the UK with his family in 1998, he has served
as the Coordinator of Al Kalima, publisher of
Scriptures for Muslim Arabs and trustee of Crea-
tive Multimedia. He is on the leadership team of
a church plant where he lives in Wiltshire. For
leisure he can often be found on his allotment or
watching Bath Rugby.  He is married to Ruth
and they have three children who may leave
home some day.

Jo Ann Sweeney

Jo Ann Sweeney founded Sweeney Communica-
tions in 1992 and specialises in project commu-
nication and stakeholder engagement for
multinational organisations around the world.
She has 25+ years experience as a consultant,
trainer and mentor. Jo Ann is a trained journal-
ist, chartered marketer and fellow of the Char-
tered Institute of Marketing and fellow of the
Institute of Internal Communications. Addition-
ally, Jo Ann is a member of Chatsworth Baptist
Church in South-East London where she leads
services and served as a deacon for nine years
with responsibility for evangelism and small
groups.

Peter King

Peter King is a partner in an international law
firm working in its London office.  His areas of
specialism include advising public companies on
capital markets activities and mergers and ac-
quisitions.  He is chair of his firm's Pro Bono
Committee, which is responsible for the firm's
strategy for pro bono legal work for charities
and others.  He is a trustee of several other UK
charities, including Salvation Army International
and the Tutu Foundation.  He is also Church
Secretary of Chatsworth Baptist Church, a mul-
ti-cultural Baptist church in south London.  Peter
is married with three adult children.



Grace & Light UK trustees

Mark Hopkins

Mark Hopkins was born in Surrey, England in
1957.  He studied at Oxford University, get-
ting his doctoral degree in Church History.
Since 1990 he has been teaching at the Theo-
logical College of Northern Nigeria, Bukuru.
His passion in life is to help the Church recov-
er the Gospel that Paul preached, a passion
pursued through writing, teaching, mentoring
and initiating movements for transformation
within the church.  First among these is Grace
& Light, which he founded in 2003 after his
Nigerian ‘daughter’ Patience Chule died of
AIDS; after a decade addressing the HIV epi-
demic on the basis of the Gospel he led it to
widen its focus to social righteousness.  He is
married to Isabelle, and they have three
grown children.

Fola Ogunyide

Fola Ogunyide was born in Ilorin, Nigeria and
is an Economics graduate of Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria, Nigeria. She is a Chartered
Certified Accountant  and currently serves as
a treasurer to charitable organisations in the
UK. Fola lives in London, teaches Sunday
School in her Church and was elected a Par-
ent Governor with additional responsibility for
Mathematics in a local School. She is married
and has two young boys.

Joyce Sule

Joyce Sule is from Kaduna State Nigeria and
studied at the Ahumadu Bello University
School of Nursing, Zaria and the School of
Midwifery in Kaduna. She is currently working
as a nurse in the University Hospital Birming-
ham, UK. Joyce is passionate about the family
unit. She runs a family care group in her local
church and a section mainly to support and
minister to ladies, especially mothers. Joyce
loves gardening, reading and cross stitching.



Who are we?
Grace & Light is a movement of God’s kingdom impacting the world
as the Gospel of transforming grace permeates the Church, bringing
the shared life of a new creation.
Our vision is to release the transforming grace and power of the
Gospel on the Church, making God’s kingdom more visible to the
world.
Our mission is to partner with churches of any denomination,
preaching and living out the gospel to defeat the HIV/AIDS epidemic
and bring the righteousness of God into the social order.

Core Values
1. The Gospel: complete, understood, applied, transforming by its

grace, power, light, truth, and love.
2. Life Sharing: new creation life, shared with Christ and with each

other in him.
3. Church centred: our work is integrated into churches, since the

Church alone brings the life of God’s eternal kingdom into our
fallen world.

4. Team work: the only way to get the work done as different
members of the one body of Christ.

5. Stewardship: making the best use of people, time, money and
material resources which we will account for to God their owner.

6. Integrity: in all our operations adhering to biblical standards
and not those of society.

7. Commitment: working from the heart for the Lord and not for
self.

8. Kingdom of God: in and through the Church, we seek to dem-
onstrate God’s kingdom to the world.


