
 
Fly-tipping or litter? 
 
Fly-tipping is ‘the illegal deposit of any waste 
onto land ie waste dumped or tipped on a 
site with no license to accept waste’. Small 
items thrown down by members of the public 
on public or private land (such as crisp 
packets) is litter rather than fly-tipping. 
 
Why do people do it? 
 
The majority of people fly-tip their waste to 
avoid paying the charge that everyone 
should pay in order for it to be disposed of 
properly. Household rubbish is included in 
Council tax bills; business waste must be 
disposed of under a contract with a  
registered waste carrier. If businesses wish 
to dispose of their waste at a tip, the tip must 
be licensed to take commercial waste and a 
‘gate fee’ will need to be paid. The costs are 
typically between £12 and £38 a tonne for 
commercial waste. 
 
Fines… 
 
Fly-tipping carries penalties of up to £20,000 
in fines and/or six month’s imprisonment. 
Fines are limited if the case goes to the 
Crown Court, and up to two years’  
imprisonment, and up to five years if  
hazardous waste is dumped. It is also an 
offence to permit or authorise fly-tipping on 
land where a Waste Management License is 
not held. Where fly-tipping involves the use 
of a vehicle, the driver can be prosecuted, 
as can the owner of the vehicle. The Police 
also have powers to seize the vehicle used 
for fly-tipping. 

Contact Details: 
 
 

North Yorkshire Police 
 

Tel: 101  
(non-emergency number) 

or 999 
(emergency) 

 

Or  Crimestoppers 
 

0800 555 111 
 
 

Help to Stop Crime! 
 
 

Countryside Watch 
 

Email: 
 
csidewatch1@gmail.com 
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What should you do?… 
 
Dumping rubbish is illegal and dangerous. 
Don’t put up with it...report it! If you report 
it, the rubbish can be removed and with 
your help the crime can be investigated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Should you see someone fly-tipping or 
would like to report an area where fly-
tipping has taken place, take note of the 
following: 
 
 
• The date, time and place of the 
         occurrence 
• What the waste looks like and how 

much of it there is 
• A description of any vehicle 
         registration 
 
 
 
You should then report the fly-tipping to 

your Local 
Authority or the Environment 
Agency. 

 

Help to beat Environmental 
Crime—report it, don’t ignore it! 
 
 
Fly-tippers are doing something illegal, 
and therefore do not want to be caught. If 
you should see anyone—DO NOT 
APPROACH OR CHALLENGE THEM. 
Put your own safety first! 
 
Only approach the site when you are sure 
it is safe to do so. DO NOT TOUCH 
ANYTHING– some waste material is 
hazardous.. Do not approach and do 
not open any black bags or containers. 
 
If using a builder to dispose of your waste, 
ensure that they are a Registered Waste 
Carrier. You are responsible for making 
sure that they are registered, so ask to 
see their Certificate. 
 

 
Who should I call? 
 
If you spot fly-tipping, you should phone 
either the Borough Council Environment  
Office on 
 

01723 232323 
Ext: 3620 

 
Or if you find something in the Forestry, 
call the Forestry Commission on 
 

01751 472771 

 
How long will it take to dispose of the 
waste? 
 
This can depend on the legal process and 
it can take 4-6 weeks to remove dumped 
rubbish. If the waste is hazardous the 
relevant Agency will respond within one 
hour of it being reported. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Council or the relevant Government 
Agency may wish to prosecute the person 
fly-tipping and will be keen to use your 
evidence in Court. Even if you don’t wish 
to be a witness, or to give your name, it is 
still important to report these crimes, as 
this will be useful in a prosecution. 
 
 

Remember, if you need to 
dispose of building materials 
or household waste—ensure 
that your disposal firm is a 
Registered Waste Carrier and 
has the appropriate 
Certificate. 


