RSCJ 1969 v. 19, no. 2 (66), p.29–30 - The squared circle postmarks of Northern Rhodesia

Among my collection of books on Northern Rhodesia which I made during the 34 years I spent in that country from 1930, is a British South Africa Company Staff list for 1904 which gives the Government stations or Bomas at that date. I also have a complete set of Northern Rhodesia Journals in which are articles on the old Bomas in the country. I have recently been comparing the list of Bomas in the staff list with the list of lost Offices using the squared circle postmark, given by H.C. Dann in 'The Cancellations of the Rhodesias and Nyasaland'. Some interesting facts emerge and other may be interested in my findings.
First of all it seems that these postmarks were used only in N.E. Rhodesia and not in N.W.Rhodesia. Dann says that in three cases - Feira, Sakontwi and Kasempa - these names appeared alone without N.E.Rhodesia. I have not seen these postmarks but I have collected quite a number of Feira square circle postmarks with N.E.Rhodesia below. As Kasempa this was, as far as I know, always in N .W. Rhodesia. As in the early years of the century N.E. Rhodesia and N.W.Rhodesia came under separate administrations, though both of course under the British South Africa Company, it seems very odd that one post office of N.W. Rhodesia and one only should receive a postmark otherwise only found in N.E. Rhodesia. Dann does not state that this is a rare postmark, but does mention that it is found also in violet. I s it possible that the postmark is really Kazembe, which was for a short time a Boma in N.E. Rhodesia. Would any holder of a squared circle Kasempa please check this and let me know? The only other possibility seems to be that N.W. borrowed from N.E. in emergency.

The second point of interest is that in general those Post Offices which already had postmarks did not get a squared circle one. These were Fort Jameson, Fife, Abercorn, Kalunguisi, Sumbu, Katwe and Fort Rosebery, though the last named does not appear as such in the staff list (the expressions Upper Luapula and Lower Luapula are used). There is however, one exception and that is Kasama where there was already in use a single circle postmark. Perhaps this was stolen or broken or defaced, and the squared circle variety substituted. There was also the very rare Petauke postmark in three lines, but that was unique; and the B.S.A.C. postmark found at Feira, which may have been used temporarily until the squared circle type arrived.

The next point of interest concerns Satkontwi which Dann says was an error for Sakontwi, but in fact should have read Sokontwe. By the time the 1904 staff list was published this place had had its post office closed. There is one Post Office not listed by Dann, but of which squared circle postmarks have since been discovered, and that is Kapopo which duly appears in the 1904 staff list. (See Journal of the R.S.C. Vol. 9, No.4, page 64).

The staff list of 1904 includes three more Bomas which should certainly have had their own postmarks, and I would expect examples to turn up one day -- these were Katumbi, Luena and Kampanda. Of these, the most likely to turn up would be Luena which was the forerunner of Luwingu. The 1904 staff list gives the number and names of the early officials and these indicate to some extent the number of cancellations likely to be found from each.
---oooOooo---
RSCJ 1969 v. 19, no. 3 (67), p.6–8 - British Association – Victoria Falls
In the May 1965 Journal (Vol. 15, No.1 page 6) there is a most interesting article about the 1965 Victoria Falls issue of Rhodesia by Dr. C.R. Barker.  Under the heading of Postmarks Dr. Barker describes the two British Association postmarks, on a double

circle in purple ink with British Association at top, Bulawayo at the bottom and with the date Sep 11 1965 in one line ???? the ????.  Dr. Barker ??????? showed examples of this double circle postmark dated 14th September 1905.  The second postmark described by Dr. Parker was a single circle with British Association at the top, Victoria Falls at the bottom, and the date Sep 12 1905 in one line across the centre.  I have myself got this postmark, one example with the date Sep 12 1905 and the other Sep 13 1905.  (One of them, if not both, was given to me by Bill Williams).  Can anyone tell me where this postmark was issued and for how long it was used?  My own belief is that it was used only on the train which took the members of the British Association to the Victoria Falls from Bulawayo, and that the train left Bulawayo on Sep 11, stayed at the Victoria Falls for the 12th and l3th and returned to Bulawayo on the 14th.  This would account for the two Bulawayo postmarks of Sep 11th and 14th, and the different Victoria Falls postmarks of Sep 12th and 13th.  But this is pure speculation, though I believe I have read that the members of the British Association travelled in a special train and stayed in it while at Victoria Falls.
Are there any known postmarks of the two sorts described above for any other dates except those quoted, that is Sep 11th to 14th inclusive?  It is of course known that the series of stamps has postmarks from many places in Northern and Southern Rhodesia, but these are the normal postmarks of the time in general use.  At the time when the Victoria Falls bridge was opened by Professor Darwin (Sep 12th), the Victoria Falls Hotel had only recently been opened in a very unpretentious form, while Livingstone on the North bank was still at the old drift, and had not moved to its present site.  Apart from the hotel, there was the store of P.M. Clark (the old drifter) on the South bank and perhaps 30 or 40 Europeans on the North bank.  Where did the train stop for the night?  - and after the bridge was opened did it cross the bridge into Northern Rhodesia?  It appears from Dann that there was a Post Office at Victoria Falls from 1904 onwards and there is a picture in Dann's book of the first post office at Livingstone in 1903.  Was the 1905 British Association postmark used on the train, at the Victoria Falls post office or at the post office at Livingstone at the old drift?
This question is of special interest to me for I collect the old B.S.A.Company stamps with Northern Rhodesia postmarks only.  Is the British Association - Victoria Falls postmark, a Northern Rhodesia postmark as well as a Southern Rhodesia one?  It would be if it was used in the train in Northern Rhodesia, or at the old drift.
---oooOooo---

RSCJ 1970 v. 20, no. 1 (69), p.4-7 - The squared circle postmarks of Northern Rhodesia (Part 2)
Leaving out Kasempa for the reason given in Part 1, there remain 13 squared circle postmarks which have so far been discovered.  These can be divided into three groups - those of Bomas which have long ceased to exist, and the very names of which have often been forgotten, those of Bomas which are still known by the same names but where the sites have been moved from where they were originally, and finally those of Bomas which still exist.
The first group of what may be called abandoned Bomas consists of Kapopo, Mirongo, Mwomboshi, Nawalia, Satkontwi and Sitanda.  I do not know when the squared circle was first used or last used but my own examples date from August 1903 to December 191.  Let us now go through the above list of six post offices:-

1)
Kapopo Some information about this place appears in the Journal of the R.S.C. Vol. 9 (No.4 page 64).  There is also a reference to this place in Vol. 6 of the Northern Rhodesia Journal (also called for this volume only the Zambia Journal) page 296.  'This was the first Boma established in 1900 by F.E.F. Jones to cover the Hook of the Kafue area.  It was about 37 miles due west of the present Walamba siding on the railway in the Ndola district.  It was closed in 1906.'  My staff list of 1904 gives a staff of two, namely F.R.F. Sor??? Native Commissioner, and his Assistant Native Commissioner J.F.F. Johnson. When the above article was published in the Journal of the R.S.C. in December 1959, only three squared circle postmarks of Kapopo had come to light, one of them dated FE 8 04 and the other My 26 04 (the third being indecipherable).  This was a very small station and the postmark must be very rare.

2) Mirongo N.R.J. Vol. 6 (quoted above) at page 303 gives the information that this place was about 70 miles east of Chinsali in the Sena Chief Chiwala's area.  This is incorrect as it is some 20 miles south east of Isoka in the Wiwa Chief Kafwimbi's area.  I say this with confidence as I visited it myself in the Forty's and found a three roomed roofless house with an enormous fig-tree growing out of the bedroom floor, and nearby a few rubber trees which had been planted by its first occupant.  Later I heard that the house had been pulled down and its bricks used for other buildings and the repair of the road.  Mirongo was opened in 1897 by a famous early character called 'Bobo Young' who later moved to Chinsali.  His assistant Josselin de Jong remained at Mirongo ???? 1904 ???? and the place was abandoned in 1907.  This information is from the N.R.J. but my staff list for 1904 does not list Chinsali at all and shows R. Young at Mirongo and J. de Jong at Katumbi.  Postmarks of Mirongo must also be very rare indeed and I have not seen one.

3) Mwomboshi According to the N.R.J. (p.300) this place was ten or twelve miles down stream of the railway bridge over the stream of this name.  The Boma was built by Shekleton, and J.E. Stephenson (Chirupula) was its first Native Commissioner.  It was opened from 1902 to 1906 when the railway reached Broken Hill and a Boma was opened there.  Mwomboshi was the headquarters of the West Luangwa Province and in 1904 had a staff of 5, Civil Commissioner P.H. Selby and his clerk J.M. Thomson, Native Commissioner Stephenson and his two assistants E.R. Murphy and B.F. Bishop.  There was also a Doctor called Martin.  In the following year there were a number of changes and Willis, Moffat, Thomson and a Dr. Cole were stationed there.  There were no doubt some traders too, and this postmark should not be too uncommon and I have two of them one dated AU 22 03.  Another official, Barker, who had played cricket for Yorkshire, died at Mwomboshi about 1906.

4) Nawalya This Boma was on the right bank of the Munyamadzi River about 12 miles above its confluence with the Luangwa River, and the site is now in the Mpika district.  It was called after a female chief of that name, and on her death the heir was called Kazembe.  The first official at Nawalya was H. Croad, who was relieved in 1901-2 by W.E. Methuen Savage who built a very solid stone and clay house there with walls more than two feet thick in the Arab or Portuguese style.  It stood on a narrow rocky or shingly beach terrace overlooking the ancient lake bed of the Luangwa valley.  Methuen Savage died in 1902.  C.R.E. Draper and J.E. Hughes had short spells there.  W.P. Kennelly was there from 1902-3 to September 1904 and was followed by P.E. Hall who in turn was relieved by C.R. Rennie (who died in 1969) in April 1907.  The Boma was closed in 1908 though it was reopened in 1911-12 by a sleeping sickness commission.  Most of the above information has been obtained from an article in Vol. 1, (part 5 page 55) ???????? Postmarks ???? rare indeed and I nave not seen one.

5) Satkontwi This pace was some sixteen miles north east of the Kapalala ferry on the Luapula River in the Fort Rosebery district.  It was established in 1901 by George Lyons and abandoned in 1903 - it does not appear in the staff list of 1904.  It must be one of the rarest Northern Rhodesian postmarks, if not the rarest, for it seems to have been a one-man station and was only open for about 2 years.  The Boma itself was on a backwater of the Luapula and the house which was built by Lyons was wattle and daub, and would very soon have washed away after it was abandoned.  Sokontwe was the hereditary title of the local Ushi Chief.  The Boma site was hacked out of dense forest and surrounded by a square fence of Euphorbia, which a few years later was described as being 30 feet high and 30 feet broad.  If anyone is interested there is a description of this place in a book called Eighteen Years on Lake Bangweulu by J.E. Hughes.

6) Sitanda This Boma was built about 86 miles west of Broken Hill and about 10 miles east of the Kafue River.  It was called after local Chief whose name in these days would be spelt Chitanda.  It was opened in 1902 by C.R.B. Draper and closed in 1906 when Broken Hill was opened.  In 1904 the Native Commissioner was V.P. Reid.  The Lenje tribe were known to be difficult in the early days and when Reid went on tour, they pulled out the pegs from his tent.  Reid knocked the biggest offender stone-cold.  There were a number of tough Australian prospectors in Lenje country and Chitanda sent word that if they did not go away he would drink their blood out of their skulls.  Being Australians a few of them went straight to Chitanda's village and told him in typical Australian style what they would do to him.  So Reid and the Australians soon tamed Chitanda (See Article on Mwomboshi by Chirupula Stephenson in N.R.J Vol. 6. p71.)
---oooOooo---

RSCJ 1970 v. 20, no. 3 (71), p.41-42 - The squared circle postmarks of Northern Rhodesia (Part 3)
In Part 2 I discussed the abandoned Bomas and I now turn to the second group which is that of Bomas which are still known by the same names but where the sites have been moved from where they were originally.  This group has four Bomas, Mkushi, Ndola, Petauke and Serenje.

7) MKUSHI There have been four Mkushis.  The first was founded in 1900 by J.E. (Chirupula) Stephenson a few miles east of the present bridge over the Mkushi River on the Great North road.  It was closed in 1905 as a Boma (Government office, including post office) and used as a Mission station by the Universities Mission to Central Africa.  The second station was opened by J. Moffat Thomson (later Secretary for Native Affairs) on the Kamimbya stream in the Chifukunyu Mountains.  This Mkushi 2 was closed in 1909 when E. Knowles Jordan opened Mkushi 3 on the Mkushi River about fifty miles south of the present Mkushi 4.  It was closed in 1954 and the present Mkushi was built by S. A. Symon, a New Zealander. I have not seen a squared circle postmark from Mkushi but it can be worked out from the above facts that a postmark between date of issue about 1903 and 1905 would have been used at Mkushi 1, between 1905 and 1909 at Mkushi 2, and thereafter at Mkushi 3.  My 1904 staff list shows that P.E. Hall was Native Commissioner then. As he was alone it seems the station was a one-man station and postmarks would be very rare. 

8) NDOLA  The first Ndola was opened in 1904 by Chirupula Stephenson and was on the south bank of the Kafubu River.  It was opposite the present Twapia township near the Nakupata Hills.  In 1905 it was transferred from North-Eastern to North-Western Rhodesia, and in 1911 it was closed and the township was moved to its present site on the railway line.  The first Ndola was not opened when the 1904 staff list was printed.  It seems that the square circle postmark can only have been used from 1904 (and not from the beginning of that year) until 1905 when the transfer North-Western Rhodesia took place and the D.C. postmark with N.W.Rhodesia replaced it.  It must therefore be one of the rarest square-circle postmarks.

9) PETAUKE (pronounced Peta-ukay).  This Boma was established in 1901 by Jimmy Nisbet, on the Petauke stream in the foothills of the Luangwa valley and about 15 miles from the Luangwa River and 20 miles north west of the present Petauke.  It was mid-way between Fort Hargreaves, a trading post and the Sasare Mine and was on the mail path from Broken Hill to Fort Jameson.  The move to the new site took place in 1944.  The old site was one of the hottest in the country.  In the 1904 staff list the Native Commissioner was J.C. Coxhead and his assistant was H.I.Thornicroft.  The latter was D.C. there for very many years and was succeeded by E.H. Lane Poole who also had many years there.  I have two of these postmarks dated 1911 and
1915.

10)SERENJE  This station was on the east side of the Great North Road on top of the Muchinga escarpment overlooking the Luangwa valley.  It was moved in 1953 as it had become isolated from the native villages.  It was a truly magnificent site.  There is no record who opened it, but in 1904 H. Croad was the Civil and Native Commissioner.  Nodder regarded the postmark as only scarce.

---oooOooo---

RSCJ 1970 v. 21, no. 2 (74), p.23–25 - The squared circle postmarks of Northern Rhodesia (Part 4)
I now come to the last group of four Bomas which are still in existence today.  For that very reason they are difficult to write about for there is much less written about them than about the Bomas which have disappeared.  The four in this group are Feira, Kasama, Lundazi and Mpika.

11) FEIRA The name comes from the Portuguese for a fair and is generally pronounced Faira
(Fair-a).  It stands at the junction of the Luangwa and Zambesi rivers, and across the Luangwa is the Portuguese town of Zumbo.  There was a Portuguese settlement in this area according to some commentators as early as 1540.  Certainly according to some, there was a settlement nearby by 1720, and thereafter the Portuguese occupied Zumbo and Feira (which were sometimes referred to by each others' names) off and on until 1864 when they finally abandoned Feira.  Both Feira and Zumbo were in ruins when David Livingstone visited them in 1856.  The first British Native Commissioner was appointed in 1901.  In 1904 my staff list records two Native Commissioners there and this shows the importance of the place at that time.  One was C.C. Shekleton and the other was J.L. Reid.  By 1907 the well-known character 'Rope-Sole' Jones was Native Commissioner and other Residents were George Watkins an ex-steward of the Union Castle Company, Mrs Bozzola wife of the Manager of Deuss and Co's store, Gruno the local agent of the Native Labour Bureau and the representative of the African Lakes Corporation.  By 1917 there was an Assistant Magistrate, and Assistant Native Commissioner, a Medical Officer, the Superintendent of the Rhodesia Native Labour Bureau, the Manager of the African Lakes, two inn-keepers - B. Joule ex-B.S.A. Police Sgt.Major and George Watkins.  Before the First War, Feira was an important staging post on the cattle route from Tanganyika to Mashonaland and there must have been many visitors.  By 1925 it was a one-man station and in the early thirties it was closed until after the last war.  It was then again reopened and so far as I know has not been closed again.  My own view is that although Nodder considered the Feira squared circle post mark was Very Rare, it is the commonest of all these postmarks, and that I would personally expect.

12) KASAMA Was originally opened in 1901 as a sub-station of Fife.  It later became the Capital of the Wemba Province and later still of the Northern Province.  It was abandoned at the end of the first war, and the German Commander surrendered at the Chambezi crossing between Kasama and Mpika, his surrender being formally made later at Abercorn.  The squared circle postmark, probably the next most common to that of Feira, was separated by Nodder from the rest because of 'small dots between'.  My own three copies only have one dot each - that on the left as you face the stamp.  Is this signif​icant or just chance?  In 1904 there were two Native Commissioners at Kasama, P.C. Cookson and E.A.A. Jones.  Kasama has always been important since the early days and has never been closed since the Germans left.

13) LUNDAZI Was opened in 1908, in place of Nawalia which was closed in 1907.  Lundazi was therefore the last office to be given the squared circle postmark by several years.  There is no record of it in my staff list for 1904.  It almost certainly began its existence as a one-man station and its postmark is therefore likely to be very rare.  The Boma continues to exist today.

14) MPIKA Opened in 1901, on an adjacent site, it had some importance in the early days as a staging post to other offices, and again in the thirties when it was on the old Imperial Airways route to Europe.  (I myself flew from there to England in 1933.  The story of its Native Commissioner Melland, a philatelist, is well known.  Perhaps because he was one, the Postmark is only rare according to Nodder - one assumes that Melland took good care that stamps on his letters to England were not destroyed.  He is mentioned in the 1904 staff list as Native Commissioner without an assistant.  He was stationed at Mpika for eleven years and then at Kasempa for eleven years before becoming a Provincial Commissio​ner - a most unusual career.  Mpika still remains open and I have heard that there is now a large encampment of Chinese there working on the new railway to East Africa.  Owing to a dispute over the spelling of the name postmarks exist reading "Mpiga" and "Mpi a".  Both are very rare.

---oooOooo---

RSCJ 1973, v. 23, no. 1 (81), p.6-8 - The squared circle postmarks of Northern Rhodesia (Part 6)
Members will remember that I circulated through the Journal a questionnaire listing these postmarks and asking members to fill in and return to me, so that we could have some idea of the numbers involved and the rarity of the different post‑ marks. I now attach a schedule which gives the result of the enquiry. Of the approximately 150 members of the circle only 36 replied and of these 15 were nil returns, some of whom were good enough to sign a form at a meeting. The schedule therefore represents only the postmarks in the possession of the remaining 21 members. 36 out of 150 is, in my view, a poor return from a membership of a study circle, and I find it very disappointing. 

It will be noted that some of the postmarks recorded by Dann and Nodder have not been reported at all, and it must now be assumed that they have been lost to sight or have .been destroyed. These are Kasempa, Mirongo, Mkushi, Mpi a, and Satkontwi. On the other hand two postmarks unknown to Nodder have turned up - Kampanda and Kapopo. It will be noted that there is now apparently no evidence that Nodder's Type 3(b) exists. 

In the schedule it will be noted that some offices put the day before the month, others put the month before the day, and the majority did it either way!! 

I have made some suggested alterations in Nodder's list of rarities. All square circle postmarks are pretty rare, and even the commonest, Kasama, merits the designation scarce.  Apart from that Feira is now designated rare rather than very rare, and Serenje rare rather than scarce. Two or three postmarks were actually found by members during the course of the enquiry, and no doubt there are others to be found. But in general it is fair to say that any square circle postmark is a rarity. 

The earliest postmark recorded was AP 2 01, and the latest 6 SE 16.  Some of the stations which had this postmark first were closed shortly afterwards, and it is therefore possible that the handstamp was then sent on to another office. 

It is curious that a date with the O missing has been recorded from Kasama, similar to the single circle postmarks of Type 1 recorded by Nodder as varieties. During the course of the enquiry, it became clear from members' replies that the dots in the Kasama postmark were not always the same, Nodder records two dots, one each side, but postmarks have been recorded with the left hand dot only, and also with no dots. Sometime it may be worth exploring more fully this matter.

It is hoped that the attached schedule is of interest to members, and I would like to express my gratitude to members who took great pains to reply, especially to those in Rhodesia and South Africa.

SQUARED CIRCLE POSTMARKS

(Nodder, Type 3, 3a, and 3b)

	Office
	
	No. Reported.
	Earliest date.
	Latest date;
	Rarity
	Other

Remarks
	See Below

	Feira
	N.E.Rhodesia
	27
	JA 29 03
	DE 9 05
	R
	Known in violet
	A

	Kampanda
	N.E.Rhodesia )
	1
	MR 29  4
	MR 29 4
	VR
	Lower half not known
	B

	Kampanda
	blank             )
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kapopo
	N.E.Rhodesia
	5
	 FE 8 04
	NO 30 04
	VR
	Known with office name off centre.
	B

	Kasama
	N.E.Rhodesia
	58
	DE 31  8
	6 SE 16
	S
	Known with one dot
	A

	Lundazi
	N.E.Rhodesia
	2
	6 AP 10
	FE 6 11
	VR
	
	A

	Lundazi
	N. Rhodesia  )
	6
	2 JY 13
	AU 2 16
	R
	Known in violet
	A

	Landazi
	illegible         )
	8
	
	
	
	
	

	Mpika
	N.E.Rhodesia
	5
	JY 6 03
	AU 1 04
	VR
	
	B

	Mpika
	N.E.Rhodesia
	22
	AP  2  01
	OC 2 13
	R
	
	A

	Mwamboshi
	N.E.Rhodesia
	25
	AU 22 03
	9 SE 05
	R
	
	 A

	Nawalia
	N.E.Rhodesia
	9
	24 FE 03
	28 Ill 07
	VR 
	
	C

	Ndola
	N.E.Rhodesia
	3
	2 JA 05
	20 JU 05
	VR
	
	C

	Petauke
	N.E.Rhodesia
	20
	26 OC 06
	11 JY 16
	R
	
	C

	Serenje
	N.E.Rhodesia
	25
	2 MY 02
	20 OC 14
	R
	Known with date inverted
	 A

	Sitanda
	N.E.Rhodesia
	3
	JU 13 04
	JU 13 04
	VR
	
	B

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	illegible
	7
	
	
	
	
	

	
	total
	226
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No records from Kasempa or Kasembe, Mirongo, Mkushi, Mpi a, Satkontwi.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	day before month, or month before day.
	Rarity:
	VR -
	1 to 10
	

	B =
	month before day only recorded.
	
	R -
	11 to 30
	


---oooOooo---

RSCJ 1971 v. 21, no. 4 (76), p.74–5 - When did they open?
	MONZE
-
	Nodder records that 'an office was opened here in 1901/2, but date of closing unknown.  An agency was opened here some years later and closed in 1917.  The present office was opened in 1920/1.  It is not known if a date-stamp was supplied to the office when it opened in 1901/2.  The earliest date-stamp used at Monze appears to have belonged to Type 7, and this type presumably was issued after the amalgamation of North-East and North-West in 1911.  Has anybody seen a postmark of an earlier type or of the 1901/2 period?  The earliest date I have is 18 SEP 1913 on a 1d double head, and the postmark is type 7.  Any earlier date known please?

	
	

	LUWINGU -
	Nodder records that Luwingu was opened in 1907 to replace Luena.  Of Luena he says that it was opened in 1895/4 and that it was an office at the Mission station of that name near Lake Bangweulu.  This is definitely incorrect; for the White Fathers Mission bought from the Government the old Boma site at Luena and made it into a Mission station.  If Luena had a hand-stamp, it would have been a Type 3 (squared circle) and I think it very likely that it had.  But Luwingu was opened in 1907 and the first recorded post-mark was type 8, and as this was NTHN Rhodesia it seems likely it dates from after 1911.  Has anyone seen a postmark for Luwingu before 1911?  And is ?????? station when I was posted to Northern Rhodesia in 1930 and the hand-stamp then was type 7 of which I have a number of copies on covers from my early letters home.  My earliest date is Feb. 1919.

	
	

	MPOROKESO -
	A similar problem to that of Luwingu.  Opened says Nodder in 1908.  The earliest recorded type is Type 8, Nthn Rhodesia.  Any postmarks seen between 1908 and 1911?  My earliest date is 28 ? 18 on a 2/- Admiral.

	
	

	NAMWALA  -
	Again a similar problem.  Opened in 1906, first recorded hand-stamp, Nthn Rhodesia' of presumably 1911 or later.  Has anyone seen a postmark between 1907 and 1911?  Earliest date I have is 10 DEC 19 on a 2/6 Admiral.


Can anyone suggest a solution of these similar problems?  Luwingu and Mporokoso could well have had N.E.Rhodesia hand-stamps and Namwala one for N.W.Rhodesia.  Why didn't they?

---oooOooo---

RSCJ 1971 v. 21, no. 4 (76), p.75-76 – MWINILUNGA, N. Rhodesia 

Under Type 4(a), Mwinilunga, Nodder (The Pre-Federation Posts of Northern Rhodesia, page 17) gives a note which reads 'The letter W of N.W.Rhodesia was erased from this hand-stamp.  In this state the mark is (R).  See note under Type 3 for the reason why this was done.'  Under Type 3, the note referred to reads (referring to Lundazi), 'In 1911, following the amalgamation of the Barotseland - North Western portion of the territory and North Eastern Rhodesia under the designation of Northern Rhodesia, the postal authorities provided hand-stamps inscribed Northern (or as abbreviation of this)
Rhodesia for new offices.  As a temporary measure until a new hand-stamp was available, the postal agent at this office removed the letter E from the hand-stamp, thus impressions can be found with "N.  Rhodesia" (VR).  Two other offices in the North Western Territory defaced their hand-stamps, Sub-Type 4(a) by cutting out the letter W for a similar reason.'

We have all read these notes, but there are still some questions which demand answers.  At page 13, Nodder states that Mwinilunga was opened in 1917.  That is, it was opened six years after the amalgamation of North East and North West.  Is it then certain that it was the postal agent who altered the hand-stamp?  He always took the blame (I was one myself once), but is it really suggested by Nodder that the hand-stamp was issued from Headquarters with North-West on it when amalgamation had taken place six years before?  A check through the list of post offices of Types 4 and 4(a) shows that there is another similar anomaly - Lusakas, opened in 1913/14, 2/3 years after amalgamation.  Let us then look at the offices opened between 1911 and 1919, and the types of hand-stamps provided:‑

	Chilanga
	Opened between 1911 and 1915
	Type 7. NTH Rhodesia

	Chiwefwe 
	Opened 1916, closed 1919
	Type IIg. N.Rhodesia

	Fundu
	Between 1912 and 1914
	Type 8. NTHN Rhodesia

	Katambora
	Opened and closed 1916/7
	Not recorded

	Lusakas
	0pened 1913/4
	Type (4a).N.W.Rhodesia

	Mazabuka
	Opened between 1911 and 1915
	Type IIf.N.Rhodesia

	Mwinilunga
	Opened 1917
	Type 4a N.Rhodesia

	Zimba
	Opened in 1919/20 Closed 1922/3
	Type 9. Northern Rhodesia


There seems to have been no particular reason for any of these, and certainly the two from Type 4(a) were not the first two to be issued after 1911, as one might have expected.

And one last question?
Has anyone seen Mwinilunga, N.W. Rhodesia?  I have got several N.Rhodesia, but have never seen an N.W.Rhodesia.  I can't help feeling that while Nodder may well have been right that the postal agents at Lundazi and Solwezi defaced their hand-stamps, it is quite on the cards that someone at headquarters defaced Mwinilunga's hand-stamp?

---oooOooo---

RSCJ 1972 v.22, no. 1 (77), p.15–16 - THE ROMANCE OF THE INKS IN NORTHERN RHODESIA

Throughout Nodder's book "The Pre-Federation Posts of Northern Rhodesia" there is mention under the different types of postmarks of varieties in different coloured inks.  The only explanation given is in a note to Sub-type 18 (a), which reads:   "the use of this coloured ink was authorised by the Postmaster-General's department.  Owing to the difficulty during World War 1 in obtaining black obliterating ink, stocks became exhausted in 1919, and a quantity of blue ink was obtained from the Railway Administration, and used at certain offices in the Southern Territory and at Lusaka and Livingstone in the Northern Territory for cancelling mail."

A similar note occurs under Type 21, but it is not certain that the substance of these notes refers only to Sub-type 18(a) and Type 21.  In any event, there are references throughout Nodder's paper to other coloured inks, e.g. violet, purple, red, brown, green, and blue-black, as well as blue.  Further, those who have compared postmarks in coloured inks will appreciate that there is a wide range of shades.

With a little imagination, it will readily be seen how these variegated colours were obtained.  Perhaps twice a year a requisition for postal stationery was sent in to the Postmaster General from every Post Office and Postal Agency in the country, but, human nature being much the same in Africa as anywhere else, it was not uncommon for stocks of black obliterating ink to run out.

Picture a little thatched brick building set down in the middle of nowhere.  The red-uniformed mailman has just walked in, carrying the weekly mailbag, and again, the long-awaited bottle of black obliterating ink is not in it.  The African postal clerk goes to the European administrative officer: "Sir, the ink has not come.  How shall I date-stamp the letters?" - "Oh, use any ink you can find."  - "Thank you, Sir," and as he walks out he scoops up the officer's pad of violet ink which is used for many administrative purposes.  This violet pad is violently removed from him before he has had time to date-stamp more than a few letters, so, rather than run the risk of wrath again, he gets out the bottle of violet ink and pours it over his circular black pad, and the letters for the next few days are stamped in varying shades of purple.

When that runs out, he tiptoes to the officer's desk during his lunch-hour and takes a quick splosh of his blue or blue-black fountain pen ink.  Occasionally, greatly daring when the District Commissioner is away on tour, he tries some red ink, and this, poured on the black pad, makes a nice brown impression.  If there is no officer interested in mapping, the bottles of coloured inks on the map table are dusty but available, and a smart green date-stamp can be tried out.

The postal clerk is just cogitating whether to experiment with the yellow, when the mailman runs in with a triumphant shout: "Eya Mukwai!  Your ink is in the bag:" The postal clerk eagerly opens up the parcel, and the jet-black stream flows once more upon the pad.

But inefficiency leaves an indelible stain.  The postal clerk must bang his die-stamp many hundreds of times upon his pad before the violet, the purple, the blue, the brown and the green grow gradually darker and darker until it becomes once more indistinguishable from the pure black, and it can safely be said that the crisis is over - for another year or two.

But the variety of coloured postmarks remains forever, to intrigue collectors in the years that follow.

---oooOooo---

RSCJ 1972 v. 22, no 3 (79), p.48 - Postmarks of Sumbu

According to Nodder, Sumbu was "Opened 1893/4; date of closing unknown.  Was an office near Tanganyika and taken over by the B.S.A.Company in 1895".

In the Northern Rhodesia Journal Vol. 6 (Zambia) page 304, there is the following account of Sumbu.  "This small harbour on the west coast of Lake Tanganyika is now connected by a motor road with Mporokoso 160 miles away to the south-west.  It was opened as a Boma in 1895 to stop the slave traffic.  Dhows would use Sumbu harbour to collect slaves to take across the lake to Tanganyika and so to the East Coast.  Its first official, Captain Charles Livingston, died in 1896, eighteen months after being posted there and is buried at Sumbu.  Another official, C.Stevens also died there, in 1903 and is also buried there.  It would appear that Sumbu was closed in 1904 and the area became the responsibility of the Native Commissioner at Mporokoso.  By 1906 it came under Abercorn and Marshall visited the place.  In 1907 sleeping sickness was discovered there.  In June, 1908 an official, A.C.R. Miller, was posted to Sumbu to make arrangements for the evacuation of villages from the lake shore.  This was completed by September and Miller moved his sleeping sickness headquarters to Katwe.  In 1914 Sumbu was occupied by Belgian troops and their trenches can still be seen there.  They were shelled by German gunboats."

Dann, in his Cancellations of the Rhodesias and Nyasaland, does not list Sumbu under British Central Africa (pages 53-55) but he does mention Sumbu among the offices using B.S.A.Co's stamps overprinted "B.C.A." until 1895 (see Appendix 1 page 73).  He gives a representation of the D.C. postmark of Sumbu on page 65 and the date given is -4 Jan 00.

Nodder lists Sumbu in his "Pre-Federation Posts of Northern

Rhodesia under Type 5, and quotes the date of Dann's copy as 4 Jan 00.

I have recently acquired a copy (on a 1/2d small arms) which is dated 26 Jul 01.  However it appears to belong to Nodder's Type 5(a) as it has small stars similar to those for Abercorn and Kalunguisi.  Nodder calls them small crosses, but they are in fact small 5-pointed stars).

Will anyone who has a Sumbu postmark please look at it and see if it belongs to Type 5 or 5(a).  As Sumbu was open for some 9 years there seems no reason why it should not have had both postmarks, but did it?  Both Nodder and Dann call it very rare and I would be most interested to hear from those who are lucky enough to have this postmark.

---oooOooo---

RSCJ 1972 v.22, no. 4 (80), p.55–56 - TALES OF A DISTRICT OFFICER

After the formal business of the A.G.M. the members present had the pleasure of listening to reminiscences by Gervas Clay of some of his time as a District Officer in Northern Rhodesia.  He also produced a number of documents and pamphlets about Northern Rhodesia including a copy of his book on Lewanika, the Litunga of Barotseland.

He commenced his talk by telling us that he had spent 34 years in the administration of Northern Rhodesia from 1930 when he arrived in Livingstone at the time the Falls Bridge was being widened.  In order to get to his district he proceeded through Lusaka to Kapiri Mposhi, which boasted of one white man, which was where he left the railway; he then went in a lorry to Mpika and then on to Luwingu which was his station.  As personnel there was one official and his wife, one recruiting agent and a few missionaries.

The mail was brought from Kasama once a week by the "scarlet runners" (Africans dressed in scarlet tunics and shorts).  They took five days to cover 126 miles and cross four rivers and the mail arrived on a Sunday and had to be dealt with an the same day.  The Post Office at Linurigwe (Luwingu?) was opened in 1907 with Nthn. Rhodesia as its cancellation.  We were told various tales of his going by dug out canoe on the lake and the various tours and duties that were necessary as a District Officer.

After two years Gervas was sent to Mpika to which he travelled by mail lorry over poor earth roads, the potholes being so bad that one was in the possession of a cormorant:

After Mpika and a home leave in England, he was sent to Mankoya which was reached by proceeding up the Zambezi River by barge for 17 days to Mungu [Mongu].  Having visited at Nalolo where the Paramount Chief's aunt reigned as Queen, and waiting for three weeks in Mongu they then proceeded 130 miles east which took five days, to Mankoya, the path to which was very sandy.  At the age of 26 Gervas was in charge of an area the size of Switzerland and 30,000 to 40,000 Africans, three missionaries and one Storekeeper, and for three years he received his mail once a week.  Later on leave he married and proceeded from Sesheke to Mankoya and in order to obtain the taxes from the Africans, who were then short of work owing to the slump, it was decided that one month's labour spent on making the road from Lusaka to Mongu would be accepted in lieu.  It was reckoned that the last mail runners were used in Northern Rhodesia in 1937/38 and thereafter the mail was taken by lorry, and later by aeroplane.

It was amusing to hear that the 1938 Postal Regulations prohibited the conveyance by sample post of single unworn boots, wedding cake and ostrich feathers and that Eau de Cologne was not to be sent to Basutoland.

Another story of philatelic interest was an account of how fines imposed by Magistrates and Native Commissioners were used to buy stamps which were then stuck on the case records and cancelled with an official stamp in purple ink.  Mr. Clay had seen some of these records where the stamps had been cut out at a later date and it was likely that someone had cleaned them up and put a post mark on then for sale to philatelists.

In spite of pleas to continue Gervas stopped at this point and was thanked on behalf of the members present by Geoff Lovejoy who hoped that in the future we would hear more of his fascinating story.

---oooOooo---

RSCJ 1978 v.28, no. 2 (102), p.98–102 - EARLY DAYS IN NORTHERN RHODESIA

The very early days in Northern Rhodesia have been descri​bed by H. C. Dann in his book "The Romance of the Posts of Rhodesia".  However, this book only dealt with the days up to the first War, and perhaps a description of the posts at the time when I was appointed to Northern Rhodesia in 1930 should be recorded.

My first station was Luwingu, in what had been North Eastern Rhodesia, and to get there the mails from home same out by sea to Capetown, by rail to Broken Hill, by lorry from Kapiri Mposhi to Mpika and Kasama, and from Kasama by runner to Luwingu.

To a bachelor in a strange country, home mails were of great importance, and they arrived for some curious reason at about ten o'clock every Sunday morning.  Far sown the road there would be a Clash of scarlet, and then the mailman, clad in his red fez and his scarlet tunic and shorts, and barefoot, would be seen walking rapidly down the road at the end of his 12C-mile stretch.  Nor​mally there would be only one mailman, but at Christmas time when there would be parcels as well there might be two or three.  Although they wore uniform, mailmen were not a disciplined force, but this did not prevent them from giving a very unorthodox salute on arrival, before casting the mailbag off their shoulders on to the office floor.  The mailbag itself, of very stout canvas, was sealed with a lead seal, through which the string tying it had been passed.  As the bag was flung on to the floor, out from its folds was shaken a collection of cockroaches of all sizes, and there was usually a good deal of stamping round the office by the African clerks and myself to try and destroy them before they infested our files.  The mailbag would be heavily stained and al-most black with the sweat of the mailman, and as it was often used as his pillow at night, parcels were sometimes dented at the place where his head had lain.

To receive the mail, the Boma office had to be opened, and the outgoing mail left two hours later.  The exact time of departure depended to a considerable extent on the whim of the District Commissioner.  My first two District Com​missioners would have written their letters earlier on, and very often did not put in an appearance and waited for the incoming mail to be carried up to the house by the house-boy.  The third District Commissioner, however, was a middle-aged bachelor, and he never wrote his letters home until he had opened and read the incoming mail.  As the Cadet, I was expected to wait until he had written his letters, when they were handed to me with the comment "The Mail may now leave".  He would pick up his walking stick and his terai
, and walk off to his house for his pre-prandial gin.

The mail from England took about one month to arrive, while the returning mail would be sent off to Kasama, where it joined the mail lorry coming down from Abercorn, and than proceeded by the so-called Great North Road back to the line of rail.  In those days the Great North Road - often referred to as the Great North Rut - was an earth road, marked by an incredible number of pot holes of various sizes and depths.  One pot hole north of Mpika became famous because a cormorant took up residence on it.  This sounds like a tall story, but I saw the cormorant with my own eyes departing in haste as the lorry began its descent into the unplumbed depths of the hole.

I cannot recall occasions when the mailmen were attacked by lions or other animals, though I can remember anxiety if the mails were delayed, and speculation that a man-eating lion might have disposed of the mailman.

While I was at Luwingu I had been sent down to the Bangweulu swamps to buy fish and meal to feed the workers who were constructing the Mpika aerodrome.  For some six weeks I had lived within thirty yards of five or six tons of dried and stinking fish.  It was not possible to site my tent any further away than this because I was living on a small island.  Very large dug-out canoes were sent up to me to move the fish and meal to Chambeshi, whence it went by lorry to Mpika.

So I was specially interested to be transferred to Mpika and to see the aerodrome being constructed, and I saw the first Imperial Airways plane carrying mails to Europe.  When I eventually went on leave, rather natural​ly I flew home and it was interesting to be invited to the cockpit and shown the map on which the pilot was flying.  I knew the country very well on the ground and was able to tell the captain that most of the villages marked on the map had ceased to exist some twenty years before.  I have a vivid recollection at Mpika of the pos​tal clerk coming to me just before the mail lorry was due to leave, and giving me a letter from a stamp dealer with a bunch of first-day covers, and asking what he was to do about it.  I began to read the letter which consisted of lengthy printed instructions as to how the stamps should be put on, where the registration labels should be placed, etc., and realised that many of the directions were con​trary to postal regulations.  I also found it irritat​ing that the letter was in the form of instructions, without any "please" or "thank you" - and I was not at that time a philatelist.  When the lorry-driver began to hoot, indicating that he would not wait much longer, I personally stamped the covers with great speed, and they were certainly not done in accordance with the in​structions.  I have often wondered if I have ever han​dled one of those covers in recent years:

The journey to England by air took ten days, but I was also given half the difference between flying-time and travel by train and ship to add to my 4 1/2 months' leave, and it was certainly worth it.

On return from leave I was posted to Mankoya in Barotseland.  To get there, I went up the Zambezi River for three weeks in a flat-bottomed barge with a crew of paddlers, and then walked for five days, and at that time there was no quicker way of setting there.  At Man​koya also the mails were taken by runner as far as Mongu, where they were put on to mail barges for the journey down the Zambezi.  The journey downstream could be done in about eight days.  I shall never forget the sight of the mail barge as it left very early one morning.  The crew were picked paddlers, and the pace at which they moved down the river was most thrilling.  Let it not be thought that the mail barge had an easy trip to and fro.  Far from it: there are innumerable rapids in the river, and in the dry season the water sinks considerably and a very accurate knowledge of the rapids is needed to get through them.  Going up the river the whole crew had to disembark and struggle waist-deep in water, pushing the heavy flat-bottomed barges against the current and between the rocks.  There is also one waterfall which no barge could negotiate and here the barge was run ashore and towed through the sand for a mile or two by a team of oxen to rejoin the river above the falls.  I can remember more than one occasion when the mail was lost owing to the barge being upset by an irate hippo​potamus, but I have no recollection that the mails were ever recovered.  When the barges reached Kazungula forty miles from Livingstone, the mails were put on a lorry and taken through the sand to that town which was still the capital of Northern Rhodesia.

From Mongu to Mankoya there was at that time no road, but only a mail path, and this ran through heavy sand till it reached the Luampa River, from which as far as Mankoya the path got steadily harder.  Mankoya had its own three mailmen, who took it in turns to walk to Mongu and back, with a week's rest at home in between each journey.  Rather naturally, they also brought every sort of rumour and story with them from the Great Metropolis of Mongu, and I remember the whole African population of Mankoya mourning for several days and nights at the reported death of the mother of a well-known personality.  The following week, the incoming mailman brought a message from her to say that she was quite well and had only had a temporary indisposi​tion.  There was no mail eastwards from Mankoya at that time, but after I had been there some eighteen months I was instructed to begin road work in both directions, to Mongu 130 miles to the west, and to Mumbwa, 180 miles to the east.  During my second tour of duty at Mankoya we used to employ our own mailman to go by bicycle to Mumbwa, taking our letters to and from home.  This private mailman had a demanding job, because although he was able to use a bi​cycle he had to pass through a very lonely uninhabited game reserve, and I think he often spent the night up a tree sitting on a branch, tied there by his belt.  It was during my second tour at Mankoya that the mailman service was abolished, and first lorries and then later aeroplanes took over.  I had levelled a large area behind the Boma, cut out the scrub bush and constructed a landing ground, which is no doubt still in use.  The pilots used to come in their light planes from Lusaka, calling at Mumbwa on the way, and arrive in time for a late break-fast.  I can remember how exciting it was, talking to the pilot who had often spent the previous day in Salis​bury, Bulawayo, Beira, Lusaka or elsewhere, while my wife and I had not left our district for over a year, and had seen exceedingly few white people in that time.

The period I have covered in this article is about nine years -- 1930 to 1939.  What a difference in the mails during that time, from runner to aeroplane! And now when I handle a cover of that period what memories are evoked of the journey it once undertook.

---oooOooo---

RSCJ 1990 v.40, no. 4 (153), p.168–70 - BCA OVERPRINT WITH N.E. RHODESIA POSTMARKS 1893-1900

At Leamington Spa I shewed some 16 pages of stamps and postmarks of the very early days of N.E. Rhodesia.  I was then asked to write up what I had said for the Conference Journal.  What follows is my attempt to do what I was asked, but I am rather reluctant because so much remains to be discovered and I feel other members may well know more than I do.  Comments through the Journal will very welcome.

This study concerns some six different postmarks, and two different sorts of stamps.  Of the six postmarks, there are the "B.C.A."  (for British Central Africa) postmarks, 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6.  Of these "B.C.A." 1 has the letter F for Fife and possibly L for Rhodesia, and as there are no dates on the stamps, these postmarks are of no use in the present study.  Much the same applies to "B.C.A." 4, which has numbers in a vertical oval shape.  These numbers were 859 Fort Rosebery, 871 Abercorn, 860 Abercorn, Rhodesia and Tanganyika and probably 869 Kalungwishi.  Again they give no help over dates.  There remain the postmark "B.C.A."  3, used at Katwe, Rhodesia and Tanganyika, of which I have only seen Tanganyika; "B.C.A." 5 used at Abercorn, Fife, Fort Rosebery and Johnston Falls, of which I have only seen the first two, and "B.C.A."  5z used at Fife, Kalungwisi and Rhodesia of which I have only seen Rhodesia.

The two different types of stamps are the "B.C.A." overprints and the B.S.A.Co. (British South Africa Company) stamps without "B.C.A."  The "B.C.A." overprints are only found in Stanley Gibbons catalogues under Nyasaland and not under Northern Rhodesia, though they were used in all the above-named stations.

L.H. Gann, the historian of Northern Rhodesia, gives the following history of the N.E. Rhodesia early stations.  "In 1890 Richard Crawshay was sent to Lake Mweru to build a station where the Chiengi stream enters the lake, for the purpose of opening up trade to the Katanga and preventing encroachments from the Belgians; this was known by its native name of Mputa and was abandoned in 1891.  In 1892 Alfred Sharpe sent Kydd and Bainbridge to build another station and they built a fort at the point where the old road to Kazembe crossed the Kalungwishi.  They called this Rhodesia but the name was later changed to Kalungwishi.  In 1893 Hugh Charlie Marshall, another Protectorate official, was despatched to the Tanganyika plateau, and instructed by Johnston to make his headquarters at Zombe, which was to be renamed Abercorn, the name originally given to the promised administrative station at the south end of Lake Tanganyika the existing post of that name being near Zombe and belonging to the African Lakes Company.  Marshall's sole resources consisted of a small detachment of Indian soldiers, together with a supply of postal and revenue stamps.  Another station was Ikawa, known from 1898 as Fife, the original Fife lying somewhat further to the north and first having been set up as a station of the African Lakes Company.  (When I visited Ikawa in the nineteen-forties, there were only the graves of two early officials there, whereas at Fife there were the remains of houses and offices.  It appears that the name Fife was used at two different places, a few miles apart).

I know of no evidence that postmarks were used in this area before late 1893.  With respect I do not agree with the conclusion of Hal Hoyte in "North of the Zambesi" under Abercorn in which after quoting a letter from S.P. French, P.M.G. at Cape Town, to the Secretary of the B.S.A.Co. dated 5.6.93, giving a full list of offices in "B.C.A." including Tanganyika but not Abercorn, he concludes "It is therefore probable that the Tanganyika date stamp was used at Zombe before 1.8.93".  As Marshall was sent up with postal and revenue stamps I think it much more likely that he was sent up with the canceller for Tanganyika, which would have had to be ordered from Cape Town or London, and the ordering would be known to French who would therefore have included Tanganyika in his list of "B.C.A." post offices.  If anyone can produce a postmark dated before 1.8.93 I shall be proved wrong.

My assumption is that the first postmark used in N.E. Rhodesia was that for Tanganyika.  Having arrived there, with instructions to start postal services, Marshall would have had to decide where to put other post offices and then arrange for cancellers to be provided for them.  It seems obvious that the first stamps used were "B.C.A." overprints.

On 3 December 1895, the Secretary of the B.S.A. Company wrote to Whitfield King & Co
 "the Company's new stamps overprinted 'B.C.A.' .... will be used in the Company's sphere, outside the British Central Africa Protectorate, and north of the Zambesi, until the Company's new issue is made".  The next issue must be assumed to be the Large Arms issue of 1896/7.  It should therefore be possible to assume that in 1896 and thereafter the stamps used would be the B.S.A.Co. stamps of the Large Arms issue without the "B.C.A." overprint.  However, Marshall wrote to his brother on 5 June 1896 from Abercorn "By the bye, the old "B.C.A." overprint stamps are to be used up here again - maybe £25 a year in all".  This seems to mean that just at the time one would have expected the stamps without the "B.C.A." overprint to appear, in fact a decision was taken to use up these very overprints in N.E. Rhodesia -- the first true issue of Nyasaland's own stamps having appeared in 1895.

I do not know when the postmarks for "B.C.A." were withdrawn, but certainly "B.C.A." overprint stamps are known with N.E. Rhodesia postmarks at Abercorn, Fife and Fort Jameson in the late nineties, Fort Jameson having become Capital of N.E. Rhodesia by that time.  My own examples of N.E. Rhodesia postmarks on "B.C.A." overprint stamps date from 26 NOV 98 at Fort Jameson to 8 DEC 99 at Abercorn.  (Incidentally I have not seen such a postmark on the 6d stamp either blue or ultramarine).  (The last use of the "B.C.A." postmark I have is Fife JU 7 00).

Now I come to the most difficult problem of all.  Stamps of the first issue of B.S.A.Co. stamps are known without the "B.C.A." overprint from Rhodesia, Fife, Abercorn and numbers 859 Fort Rosebery, 871 Abercorn and 860 Abercorn, Rhodesia and Tanganyika.  Dates where visible are from 1896 to 1899.

How did it happen that B.S.A.Co. stamps without the "B.C.A." overprint became available in these distant stations in N.E. Rhodesia?  It is necessary to take account of the political moves in these years.  To quote again from Gann's History of Northern Rhodesia (p.74) "On 24 November 1894 a new agreement was finally signed between the Company and the Foreign Office.  Control of the Chartered sphere north of the Zambezi was withdrawn from Johnston's control.... Direct administration in the Chartered sphere was to be transferred to the Company not later than 30 June 1895...."  However the Company's first Deputy Administrator, Major P.W. Forbes, arrived at Zomba on 23 June 1895.  In 1899 the country north of the Zambezi was divided into two sections with the Kafue River the boundary between them.  The years between 1896 and 1900 were filled with skirmishes between the Company's employees and the Arabs and some chiefs, followed by general pacification.

By May 1898 R.E. Codrington took up his appointment as Deputy Administrator for N.E. Rhodesia in place of Forbes who had resigned through ill health.  He began by continuing to reside in Blantyre but in October 1898 a site was selected at Kapatamoyo's kraal, which became known as Fort Jameson, the name being taken from another station previously established twenty miles to the north.  Building operations started in April 1899; the new post became the capital of the territory, where Codrington took up permanent residence; in August 1900 he was promoted to full Administrator under the North Eastern Rhodesian Order in Council which had passed onto the Statute Book that year.

With this background it is possible to speculate more easily on why the B.S.A.Co. stamps without the "B.C.A." overprint were used in these distant stations between 1896 and 1900.  With the Deputy Administrator in Blantyre, the Company would be sending its supplies of stamps through him for forwarding to the out-station post offices.  No doubt if there were any shortages these would be made up by 'borrowing' "B.C.A." overprints from the office next door.  After a year or two of B.S.A.Co. stamps it was decided to use up the remaining "B.C.A." overprints in these outstation post offices, to which was added Fort Jameson itself, no doubt the Fort Jameson 20 miles away from the new one.  It seems likely that as soon as Codrington was fully established at the new Fort Jameson and from then on, the B.S.A.Co. stamps came into full and exclusive use.

There remains one point of issue to refer to.  In his letter of instruction to Marshall, Johnston said "On your way up to Tanganyika you will meet Mr. Crawshay at Deep Bay, and you will endeavour to organise with him, then or at a later period, a reliable system of mail-carriage from the northern end of Nyasa to your station on Tanganyika.  I wish you to do this as soon as possible, because I do not want the Lakes Company to retain any longer the mail-carrying agency on the Tanganyika Plateau, as their charges for conducting this mail service are very costly...." No doubt this service was carried without using special stamps, but it would be of interest to know if any covers had survived, and what if anything was written on them?
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---oooOooo---

RSCJ 19?? v. ?, no ? (76), p.?? – Squared circle postmarks Questionnaire

AN APPEAL TO ALL MEMBERS CONCERNING THE FORTHCOMING CATALOGUE OF POSTMARKS AND POSTAL HISTORY OF NORTHERN RHODESIA.
                                                                                                 From: H. Hoyte.
You will notice the questionnaire included with this Journal. I do appeal to ALL members who have any USED stamps of B.S.A.C., B.C.A. or earlier N.Rhodesia to help by answering and returning the questionnaire.
This particular enquiry is necessary because in only a few cases have records survived of the opening dates of B.S.A.C. post offices in Northern Rhodesia,(and none of the early B.C.A. offices in N.E.Rhodesia). The postal historian therefore has to rely on the dates on the postmarks to help in arriving at approximate dates of opening, and sometimes closing. This is where even the non-Postmark-collector can help, because an early date of Livingstone say, may be lurking in anybody's collection. Even if you find only one or two N.R. Postmarks in your used BSCA collection, for instance, they may provide valuable information. Don't worry about the length of the list - I haven't got half of them myself - but please help all you can.

If any member willing to help and living within reasonable distance of North London would like me to look through their collection and complete the questionnaire for them, I would only too happy to oblige.

SQUARED CIRCLE POSTMARKS

(Nodder, Type 3, a, and 3b)
	Name (at top)
	At foot
	Earliest date
	Latest date
	Number owned
	Any other remarks

	Feira
	N.E.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Feira
	Blank
	
	
	
	

	Kampanda
	N.E.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Kampanda
	Blank
	
	
	
	

	Kapopo
	N.E.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Kapopo
	Blank
	
	
	
	

	Kasama
	N.E.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Kasempa
	N.W.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Kasempa
	Blank
	
	
	
	

	Kasemba
	N.W.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Kasemba
	Blank
	
	
	
	

	Lundazi
	N.E Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Lundazi
	N. Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Mirongo
	N. E. Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Mkushi
	N.E. Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Mpiga
	N.E.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Mpika
	N. E.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Mpi a
	N. E. Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Mwomboshi
	N.E.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Nawalia
	N.E.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Ndola
	N. E. Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Petauke
	N.E.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Satkontwi
	N. E.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Serenje
	N.E.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Sitanda
	N. E.Rhodesia
	
	
	
	

	Name illegible
	
	
	
	
	

	Any other
	
	
	
	
	


Please fill in and return to 
G. C. R. Clay, Ford Lodge, Wiveliscombe, Taunton, Somerset. 
Nil returns, where applicable, will also be appreciated.
---oooOooo---
� Terai (plural terais) noun, a subtropical sunhat, a wide-brimmed felt hat with a double crown, once widely worn in the subtropics  [http://encarta.msn.com/dictionary_1861719121/terai.html]





