
Checking Hoax Email content  

 

There are a lot of good emails doing the rounds, some of which are great fun.  There are a few, however, 

that are malicious hoaxes, but how to sort the wheat from the chaff?   The best thing to do, before you 

forward it on, is to check.  The example below is asking for a prayer to be circulated, but there are all 

sorts – false health advice, appeals to find a missing child, computer security etc. 

 

1. Open the email and read carefully. 

2. Find a word or two that can be used to check – e.g. the name of a doctor; the title of the email; 

a unique bit of wording etc, and select it (start at the end of the bit you want to use and click and 

hold and drag across to the beginning) 

3. Right-click the bit you have just selected. 

4. Hover over the words “Search with” and click on the Google (or whatever search engine you 

prefer) 

5. This will take you to some search results, 

which will probably give you a hint of whether 

it’s true or a myth. 

6. If it’s still not clear – try adding the word “hoax” to the search box and see if that narrows it 

down – there are several sites (see below) which you can use. 

7. Click on the appropriate link and read what it says. 

8. Double-check other sites too.   

 

Or you can copy and paste 

1. Open the email and read carefully. 

2. Find a word or two that can be used to check – e.g. the name of a doctor; the title of the 

email; a unique bit of wording etc, and select it (start at the end of the bit you want to use 

and click and hold and drag across to the beginning). 

3. Right-click the bit you have just selected. 

4. Click the word Copy. 

5. Go to your search engine – right-click in the search box and click the word paste.  

6. Click on the appropriate link and read what it says. 

7. Double-check other sites too.   

 

Sometimes, though, there isn’t a passage that is distinct enough, so then you have to go to your preferred 

search engine and type in bits from the email  

 

Or there are a few sites you can go to direct: 

http://www.hoax-slayer.com – has 24 categories of hoaxes.  

http://www.snopes.com and http://www.snopes.com/info/top25uls.asp  

http://urbanlegends.about.com/od/internet/u/current_netlore.htm  

http://www.hoaxbusters.org 
Submitted by IT for the Terrified : 

The Old Cowshed, Station Road, Cheddar BS27 3AG   

01934 741751        www.itfortheterrified.co.uk 

 We offer individual training, either one-off sessions or a series, at a pace to suit you; a session lasts 2 hours and 

costs £10. We can cover a range of subjects including absolute basics on Windows XP/Vista/W7/W8; photo 

management; iPad; Tablet computers; basic web design; Word processing etc. 

  See our web site or contact us for further details.  
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