
Mendip Times article for March edition 
 
Free Software 
 
In these days of cutting back, you might like to consider free alternatives to commercial computer 
software. 
 
OpenOffice is leading the way as a free download to replace the Microsoft Office suite.  It consists of 
software for word processing, spreadsheets, presentations, graphic and databases.  It saves files in 
standard formats, and can open all versions of Office files.  In appearance, it is very similar to the 
2003 version of Office, so anyone familiar with that will find it easy to adapt.   It runs on PCs and 
Apple Macs.  Take a look at http://download.openoffice.org/ for more information and to download. 
 
Paint.net is a complex photo editing software which compares well with the commercial PhotoShop 
program.  As with PhotoShop, the editing is based on layers, which means users will need a 
reasonable level of IT capability, but the available tools offer a wide range of options to edit your 
photos.  Go to http://paint.net, click on the Download tab and follow the instructions to install it on 
your computer. 
 
Picasa is a free download from Google, which has a limited range of intuitive tools which help you to 
remove ‘redeye’, change the contrast and colour, add effects, and crop your photos.  It is also helps 
you organise and present your photos, and share them with others.  To download, go to 
http://picasa.google.com and click on the Download Picasa button.  We have written articles on 
Picasa in past editions of Mendip Times – to read these, visit our web site and click on Mendip Times 
Articles. 
 
It is important to have an anti virus package, but these can be expensive.  There are many free 
options, but a favourite is AVG.  There is a version you can buy, and it has a free one month trial, so 
be sure that you are downloading the Free edition by going to http://free.avg.com/gb-
en/homepage, and click on the Download Now button.  Alternatively, if you have Windows 7, you 
can download Microsoft Security Essentials, which protects against viruses, spyware, and other 
malicious software.  Go to www.microsoft.com/security to download it.   
 
Skype is so widely used that it has become a verb, as in ‘I skyped my son last night’.  It really is a free 
download giving you free phone calls – well, you do need to pay for a broadband connection, but 
assuming you have that already there are no further charges.  The person you are phoning needs to 
have downloaded Skype, or have access to Skype perhaps in an internet cafe.  If you don’t like the 
idea of the video, no problem, don’t switch it on.  To download, go to www.skype.com, click on the 
‘Get Skype’ button and follow the instructions. 
 
The above are just a few of the free downloads available; if you have a specific requirement, search 
for it, adding Download into the search box and see what you find. 
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We run a range of courses including basic computer use, internet and e-mail, e-Bay, digital photography, genealogy.  We 
also offer individual training, either one-off sessions or a series, at a pace to suit you; a session lasts 2 hours and costs £8.  

See our web site or contact us for further details. 

 

http://download.openoffice.org/
http://paint.net/
http://picasa.google.com/
http://free.avg.com/gb-en/homepage
http://free.avg.com/gb-en/homepage
http://www.microsoft.com/security
http://www.skype.com/

