
Viewing TV Programmes on the Computer 
 

Last month, we looked at watching TV programmes on your computer, whilst connected 

to the internet.  The quality of playback can be affected by the speed of your 

broadband connection, so for this and other reasons you may prefer to watch at any 

time without being connected to the internet. 

 

To do this, you need to install "BBC iPlayer for your Desktop" (iPD), to manage the 

programmes you download. 

 

If you want to download a programme (rather than watch it immediately), you should 

follow last month's instructions to select the programme, but instead of clicking "Click 

to Play" click the Download button just underneath the picture of the programme.  The 

first time you do this, you will be prompted to download iPD.  The first message asks 

you to confirm you are happy to download Adobe Air - click Install.  Click Continue on 

the next window (which shows where the iPD will be stored), read and agree to the 

Terms and Conditions, and OK all windows until iPD is downloaded and a black window 

opens.  This window shows the programme which you wished to download.   You should 

click on the Settings tab, and untick "Run BBC iPD on startup", and you may prefer to 

untick the Statistics button.   Click Save to save the settings. 

 

A 30 minute programme takes, on average, 10 minutes to download.  It will be stored 

for up to 30 days; once you start to watch the programme you have 7 days to finish 

watching or view again as many times as you wish.   

 

When you wish to download a programme from the BBC site in future, it will be saved 

and managed by iPD.  iPD sets up a shortcut on your desktop, which you should double 

click to see the list of programmes you have available to view, and the length of days 

remaining for viewing. 

 

 
Contributed by IT for the Terrified 
 
Please note that we are moving at the end of July to The Old Cowshed, Station Road, 
Cheddar BS27 3AQ (opposite the War Memorial).  We will continue to run group courses 
and 1:1 sessions, in the same friendly, relaxed atmosphere for which IT4TT is so well 
known.  Contact us on 01934-713907 or itfortheterrified@btconnect.com 


