
 

Viewing Television Programmes on the computer 

 

You will probably have heard the phrase "making the unmissable unmissable" on the 

BBC, or perhaps the term iPlayer, but what do they mean? 

 

They refer to a BBC service which allows you to watch, over the internet,  programmes 

you have missed on television by using a system known as iPlayer.  To access this 

system, go to the BBC web site 

(www.bbc.co.uk), and click on BBC iPlayer.  

This opens up a window like the screen shot.    

You may see the programme you want on the 

home page, but if not click on "TV Channels" 

and select the channel you require.  On the 

left of this window, you can select the date, 

and then scroll up or down to select the 

programme you want to watch.   

 

 

[To listen again to radio programmes, click on Radio Stations instead of TV Channels.] 

 

When you see the instruction "Click to Play" click on it to play the programme.  The icon 

to the right of the word Share allows you to change the volume, the one next to that 

opens the video in a new window, and the one on 

the far right shows the video in full screen mode.  

[If you wish to listen to a radio programme in the 

background whilst continuing to work on your 

computer, you should click on Open new window.] 

The buttons on the lower left of the video screen 

allow you to replay and pause the video.  

 

 

Programmes are available to watch again for one week, and you must be connected to 

the internet.  The playback quality is dependent on the speed of your broadband 

connection. 

 

Most programmes can be downloaded to your computer, so that you can watch at any 

time without being connected to the internet.  This requires you to download "BBC 

iPlayer for your Desktop" which we will look at next month. 

 

 The other channels have very similar systems - click on the relevant web site for 

further details. 
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