
Article for Mendip Times - August 2009 
 

 

Social Networking Sites 
 

MySpace, Bebo, Facebook, forum, blog, Twitter, to name but a few.  You might think 

these social networking sites are the province of the young, but the last 3 particularly 

are now 'mainstream' means of communication each with their own purpose and 

following.  

 

A forum is usually a "meeting place" of people with similar interests, who ask questions 

and discuss topics such as gardening, fishing, football, post reviews of their latest 

cruise, or any other subject you can think of.  Just search in Google for the topic you 

are interested in, and add the word Forum. 

 

A blog - short for web log - is your own space on the web where you can post your ideas 

for discussion with others.   You can also incorporate photos and videos.  News 

reporters use blogs as a means of expanding their ideas beyond the time and space of a 

broadcast or newspaper article, and also open it up to comment and discussion.  The 

most well known is probably Robert Peston, who forecast the downfall of Northern 

Rock on his blog.  Click on www.bbc.co.uk/robertpeston to read his latest views.  To add 

your own comment to any blog, you need to go through a simple registration process, 

then type your thoughts in the comment box and click Submit.  Some blogs are 

'moderated' or checked before publication so your comments may not appear 

immediately.  Blog addresses are often shown on screen during news or current events 

broadcasts, or at the end of printed articles, so look out for them.  To set up your own 

blog, try www.blogger.com or search for "create blog". 

 

Twitter 'posts' are restricted to 140 characters, and they can be entered using a 

variety of mobile devices as well as the PC.  Critics say the site is full of people writing 

about what they had for breakfast; fans on the other hand like the immediacy of 

comments, for instance that a major event can be broadcast on the web as it happens, 

making bystanders into virtual news reporters.  Both views are valid.  One of the most 

famous "tweeters" is Stephen Fry - www.twitter.com/stephenfry.  Or see what your 

government is doing at www.twitter.com/downingstreet.   

 

Each site has its advantages and disadvantages, and may have great or little value to 

anyone.  It really depends on what you are trying to accomplish in a given situation.  

Many companies are now using blogs and tweets to promote their products. 

 

It costs nothing to investigate these sites, or even become a Blogger or Tweeter 

yourself - but be aware that to your children or grandchildren these are now "toast" : 

they have already moved on to the next big internet phenomenon! 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/robertpeston
http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.twitter.com/stephenfry
http://www.twitter.com/downingstreet


Don't forget our Open Days on 3rd and 4th September from 10 - 3, when you are invited 

to visit our new premises, or give us a ring at any time to discuss your IT needs. 

 
Submitted by IT for the Terrified : 

The Old Cowshed, Station Road, Cheddar BS27 3AG (opposite the War Memorial) 01934 741751 

We run a range of courses including basic computer use, internet and e-mail, e-Bay, digital photography, 
genealogy, which vary in length from 3 sessions to 10.  We also offer individual training, either one-off sessions 

or a series, at a pace to suit you; each session lasts two hours and costs £6. 


