
 

Internet Browsers 
 
A internet browser is a software application for retrieving and presenting information resources 
available on the world wide web. 
 
Traditionally, Microsoft’s Internet Explorer has been the dominant browser, as it was supplied with 
all computers.  Following recent legal action computer suppliers have been obliged to advise that 
other browsers are available, each with a variety of features. 
 
Internet Explorer has now released Version 9, with significant changes from earlier versions, and you 
might like to think about which browser would best suit your needs.   

 
 
Internet Explorer, the most widely used and best known browser.  You should think 
about downloading the latest version, IE9 if you haven’t already done so. 
   

 
 
Mozilla’s Firefox has been around for a long time, and was the first to use ‘tabbed 
browsing’.   
 

 
 
 
Chrome is a fairly new kid on the block, produced by Google, and it retains the clean 
lines we have all become used to in the Google Search Engine.   

 
 

 
Opera looks slightly different from the others, but is easily customised.  It comes with 
mouse gestures – which means that you can flick the mouse to left or right to move back 
or forwards one page.   

 
 
Safari was originally available only for Apple Mac computers.  Now universally available, 
but considered less secure than other browsers when used with Windows PCs. 
 

 
These are the Top Five, and all can be downloaded free, but there are many others available.  Each 
has a number of ‘add-ons’ and gadgets which can be downloaded to enhance your browsing 
experience.   
 
There is no problem with downloading more than one browser, so you might like to keep Internet 
Explorer as your old friend, but experiment with one of the others.  As with just about every aspect 
of computer use, people have their favourites and will tell you you must change to a particular 
browser because it’s safer, faster, or whatever other reason;  you don’t have to make a change at 
all!   
 



If you want to make a new browser your ‘default browser’, the method for each one is slightly 
different, but you should look for an Options menu (often in Tools) and select ‘Make this my default 
browser’.   If you can’t find this option, then type ‘default browser’ in Help. 
 
There isn’t space here to go into all the aspects of even one browser, so why not download one of 
these and make up your own mind.  
 
Our Centre will be closed for the whole of August.  We welcome you to our Open Days on Thurs 8th 
(pm) and Friday 9th (am) September.   See our website for the new courses Schedule. 
 

Submitted by IT for the Terrified : 
The Old Cowshed, Station Road, Cheddar BS27 3AG 

01934 741751        www.itfortheterrified.co.uk 
We run a range of courses including basic computer use, internet and e-mail, e-Bay, digital 

photography, genealogy.  We also offer individual training, either one-off sessions or a series, at a 
pace to suit you; a session lasts 2 hours and costs £8.  See our web site or contact us for further 

details. 


