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Google Street View 
 
The Google Street View van has been to a street near you, and the whole of the south west is now 
mapped in this View, so what does it mean and how do you access it. 
 
Open up Google Maps, maps.google.co.uk (note, no ‘www’) and in the search box type the post code 

or address of the area you want to see.  In the top left of the map, you will see a 
picture of a man – yellow if Street View is available in that area, white if not.  To use 
it, point to the yellow man with your mouse and drag him over the map.  All roads 
which have been photographed for Street View will have a blue edge.  ‘Drop’ the 
man over the section you are interested in and a new view window opens up 
allowing you to see the buildings along the side the road. 
 

 
 
The tools available will now have changed; the arrows in the top left can be used to 
tilt the view up and down, and the left and right arrows give a panorama.  The + and 
– can be used to zoom in and out.   A white line shows the direction of the road; click 
on one of the arrows to move along the road. 
 
 
In the bottom right is a small map view showing exactly where you are, and which direction you are 
looking.   You can move your viewing point by dragging the yellow man.  To zoom in and out of this 
view, use the + and – buttons.  Click on the bottom double arrow and this small window is closed 
down – to restore it, look for the double arrows in the bottom right of the main screen and click.  
Click on the top double arrow and this view and the Street View are shown one above the other.   
 

                      
 

In the top right of the viewing window is a button to switch to full screen, and a cross to close down 
Street View, and return to the usual map view. 
 
Google Street View has caused some concerns about privacy, and all faces and car registration plates 
should be pixelised.  However, there are many advantages – not least when booking a hotel to 
ensure that it isn’t on the edge of a busy duel carriageway! 
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We run a range of courses including basic computer use, internet and e-mail, e-Bay, digital photography, genealogy.  We 
also offer individual training, either one-off sessions or a series, at a pace to suit you; a session lasts 2 hours and costs £8.  

See our web site or contact us for further details. 

 


